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Mixed Black and White Orchestra 
In Class Sherry’s on Park Ave. 





a 


Gene Edwards debuted a new 
idea at Sherry’s on Park avenue, 
going beyond Paris in the matter 
of racial mingling of talent. Dance 
orchestra is 50-50 between white 
and Harlem personnel. Innovation 
is particularly radical against the 
ultra setting. 

Theatrical agents present to view 
the launching of the black-and- 
white orchestra kept their fingers 


crossed. 
Idea is to blend the native negro 
syncopations with the more re- 


strained dance rhythms of the white 
folks’ idea of jazzique. Special ar- 
rangements are intended to em- 
phasize each aspect in the choruses. 
This isn’t particularly well execut- 
ed, however. 

Plan has exploitive potentialties. 
With the black and white bandsmen 
are similar racial deferentiations in 
vocal specialties. 

Among the other showmanly as- 
pects is the sight of three maes- 
tros batoning the band. A colored 
leader, Benny Carter, directs the 
negro contingent. The white half 
of the band is maestroed by a sub- 
maestro, and Edwards (in tails) 1s 
in the middle directing the en- 
semble. Just why the three will be 
discussed and probably facetiously 
commented upon as ‘just to make it 
harder. But if they talk about it 
thet serves its primary purpose no 
doubt. 

It totals as a nervy try with 20 
men in the band. With three whive 
and three colored song and dance 
specialists, plus the three batoners, 
band personnel totals 29. 


RUSSIA A MARKET 


Tin Pan Alley is also ogling Rus- 
sia as a new market. The vodka- 
ites are very hey-hey for the new 
jazz moderne which has come out 
of the U.S. in the past few years, 


and have been buying folios of spe : 
: ‘ & sociation; B. B. Parker and Karl 
ultra-modern jazzique. a Eoaeae 
“sp P — , | Bickel, Scripps-Howard; Lloyd 
Mexico likewise is giving more} _ : ’ 
iv i Stratton, Associated Press; Joseph 
than passive attention to the same] ‘* < a : z 
V. Connelly, International News 


new school of t.p.a. output. 


Gigolos in High 


flavor is fast 
And also oth- 


The Continental 
coming to New York, 
er big keys. 





Film Criticism 
San Francisco, Jan. 22. 

Couple of the dailies’ critics 
were standjng in a theatre 
lobby reading their rags when 
one of ’em started to pop a 
question from Ripley's b. i. o. 
n. series. 

‘What is the only thing in 
the world that you can taste, 
see, hear, feel and_ smell,’ 
Tiger Thompson queried. 

‘The show I just reviewed 
inside,’ came back Fred John- 
son, 


PRESS - RADIO 
RATIFICATION 
NEAR 


Discussions between the press 
and radio on the peace pact ceding 
the former faction regulatory pow- 
ers over the broadcasting of news 
has reached the final ironing-out 


stage. All left now is the matter 
of clarifying definitions and setting 
a date for the protocol to go intu 
effect. Indications are that the spe- 
cial bureau, through which the news 
associations have agreed to clear 
items for broadcasting purposes, 
will be organized and functioning 
by March 1 or 15, 

After a three-hour hearing at the 
Biltmore hotel Monday (21) reps 
from the press and radio camps 
agreed to get together again on the 
definition angle this Thursday (25) 
at the same place. Those attend- 
ing Monday’s gathering were S&S. 
Friendly, N. Y. Sun; L. B. Palmer, 
American Newspaper Publishers As- 














Service; John Shepard, Yankee net- 
work; Frank Mason, NBC, and Wil- 
liam S. Paley and Paul White, CBS. 

A.P.’s board of directors ratified 
the pact a week ago Wednesday 
(10). 








Repeal and Commuting | 


Along with the ropepulariaed | 
cocktail hour the most significant |} 
Continentalization of New York is | New York Central R. R. mav put! 
the gigolo thing. }on an extra late hour train to serve | 

The gigs are becoming quite the} Westchester County after 1 a. m.| 
accepted thing all’ ove town./as a result of pressure from show | 
They're called ] fessional dancing|folks and other commuters who | 
partners.’ And the swankiest hos- aren't preferring Westchester so] 
telries and the toniest niteries now|much because of this 
employ from a half dozen to as Repeal and the later hours! 
many a calling list of 300 necessitated in hotels, niteri 

The ¢ le + hour is very bullish |} is making a later-than-1 a. m. train 
On femme trade, 4seem more imperative than before. ! 


ONE THIRD OF 
DIRECTORS, 100 


Majority of Those Now 
Getting Screen Credit 
Come from Legit—35% 
of Film Writers Also 
Are from Theatre 





LIST OF NAMES 


Hollywood, Jan, 22. 

Hollywood is now 70% = de- 
pendent on the stage for its film 
acting talent up in those brackets 
where performers get screen credit. 

While the film companies look 
only to the stage for about 20% of 
their story material, these days, 
35% of the scenarists who work on 
all screen yarns, regardless of 
source, have had stage writing ex- 
perience. 

One third of the directors now 
under contract to the studios came 
to pictures via the stage and were 
either legit directors, playwrights 
or actors. 

Since the advent of the talking 
picture Hollywood's dependence on 
stage talent has been growing year 
by year, to the point where rank 
outsiders and amateurs again stand 
only an occasional chance of break- 
ing into the playing end because the 
drag on legit people has been such 
that the field has been left prac- 
tically dry, thus completing the 
circle. But a girl’s pretty face or 
a boy’s physique isn’t enough any 
more. 

While Broadway 
of the prospective 


supplies much 
build-up talent 


many neophytes come from the 
little (amateur) theatres, stock 
companies and importations from 


(Continued on page 23) 


Female Impersonators 
Organize on Coast 


San Francisco, Jan. 22. 
Iemale Impersonators of America 
is a new bunch here, It’s the first 
time on record that they’ve organ- 


ized with a charter and a _ pres- After 13 years, during which their 
ident. eos was, perhaps, the most imi- 
It's the ducky little NRA code tated act in vaudeville, William and 


that’s causing it all, President Jean 
sarrios gurgled as he led his brood 
into the State building this week. 
Barrios insisted that the Female | 
Impersonators of America would 
stand, man to man, for everything 
President Roosevelt wants. In ad- 





fact has 





dition, they'll camp around until 
they get a few things f rr them- 
selves, including restrictions on 


those booking agents and those too 
7 


Slim salaries, he declared. 





;scrapping the act, but Burke stavs 





Yea, Verily! 


New definition of a show- 
man 

‘A guy who says there ain't 
any more shown 

















SCREEN NAMES 70% STAGE 


No Walk-Out Actors in Dannemora 


Inmates Show on Prison Stage 
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Rehearsal High 





Maude Adams takes the NBC 
record for marathon radio re- 
hearsing. Second half of ‘The 
Little Minister’ which she did 
last Friday nite (19) had been 
rehearsed for 22 hours. 

Troupe went over the lines 
with the actress for long 
stretches three different days 
with the rehearsals Wednes- 
day and Thursday lasting until 
2 a.m. Star was the only one 
of the cast who worked with- 
out a script. 

Miss Adams has dictatorial 
powers over her broadcasts. 


PUBLIX OFFERS 
ROXY $10,000 
WEEKLY 


S. L. Rothafel (Roxy) may play 
some picture house time with his 
‘gang’ at $10,000 per. A deal on 
that basis is in negotiation for a 
week’s engagement at the Para- 
mount, New York, and any further 


Publix time kKothafel would accept. 

The former Radio City Music Hall 
managing director has been on ra- 
dio for years, but hag not special- 
ized in stage appearances, though 
he has made them, He toured with 
his gang a couple of years ago. 

tothafel left for Florida Friday 
(19) intending to stay four weeks, 
but will cut it short if the stage 
bookings eventuate. 














Mandels’ New Act 


Joe Mandel 
new one, 
They will 


teading. 


have decided to do a 


break it 
( fomedy 


in Jan. 27 at 
acrobats’ new 
been copyrighted. They 
claim they have been rehearsing 
with it for six months. 

Besides doing the same act for 13 
years, the Mandels have had the 
same agent, Bernard Burke. They're 





ECCLESIASTICAL BALLY 


| 
Newark, Jan. 22. 
When Jack St 


Orange, showed 


in of the Embassy, 
‘Cradle Song’ he 


> 





| but with all the 





By HAPPY BENWAY 


Dannemora, N. Y., Jan. 18. 

The Clinton prison inmates put 
on their annual show Jan. 17-18 en- 
titled, ‘The Big Time Broadcast,’ for 
the benefit of the public. From start 
to the final curtain the show went 
over with a bang. 

No temperamental actors. Every 
artist had plenty of ‘time’ to do his 
‘bit.’ 

Bits, gags and songs were fur- 
nished by Danny Murphy and this 
reviewer of the N.V.A. Sanatorium, 
Murphy helping to stage many of 
the blackouts. During rehearsals, 
Murphy asked one of the inmates if 
he knew or had ever seen Tom 
Howard’s ‘Hold Up’ bit. The in- 
mate answered: ‘Know it, boy I'm 
now doing 30 years for doing it.’ 

Show was under the personal di- 
rection of Father Robert Booth, a 
prison chaplain. 

It opened smartly with a scene 
of Hollywood broadcasting station 
Jimmy Tompkins acting as m.c,, 
using the mike to announce the 
acts as they appeared. The song 
birds of the troupe were Buddy Mc- 
Guinness, Tommy Prescott and 
Tommy Hubert. With a chorus be- 
hind them they used up many en- 
cores. A solo dancer named De- 
Lisle, who had a few days tutelage, 
stopped the show cold. Boy caa 
hoof. 

Two comedians, Farmer Woodruff 
and Jimmy Stapelton socked thern 
for plenty with their blackouts. 

(Continued on page 37) 





Here’s How I! Duce 
Writes His Dramas; 
He Only Plots Em 


tome, Jan. 13. 

‘Julius Caesar’ play suggested 
ind sketched out by Mussolini and 
developed and written by G. For- 
zano, also co-author with Il Duce of 
‘The Hundred Days,’ will have its 
first performance at Salzberg dur- 
ing the festival early this summer. 

The actors and technicians of the 
Burgtheatre of Vienna will act the 
play, which will be given in Ger- 
man before it is played in Italian. 
Werner Krauss is cast as Caesar. 

Hiow the collaboration between 
Mussolini and Forzano works out 
has never been made public, but it 
is understood that the Duce gets 
the central idea, drafts out a rough 
sketch of the play as he sees it 
main situations 
some of the 
Forzano 





clearly outlined and 


curtains actually written. 


then works the play over and fills 


n dialogue. 
Final draft is the ult of a fure 
} sal TT en the tw collaboe 
n “ ite plays, and at 

! el, before he became 

© t if he's not a 
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Acad Almost Down, but Not Out: 
Fights for Chance to Keep Alive 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 

Various committees have been ap- 
pointed to devise ways and means 
to keep alive the Academy of Mo- 
tion Picture Arts and Sciences. 

The academy held a meeting last 
Tuesday (16) to ask the producers 
to accept corporate memberships in 
order to enhance the chances of the 
Acad to continue to function, but it 
appeared as though grapevine info 
seeped out during the early part of 
the meeting and a majority of the 
producers seemed to be against the 
idea, so consequently the hunch was 
never advanced to the group. 

Plans had been formulated pre- 
vious to the meeting to invite the 
producers into the corporate mem- 
bership, with a lengthy paper pre- 
pared to convince them of benefits 
they would receive for the small as- 
sessmcnt of $50 for each feature 
produced. This idea was eliminated 
quickly when a motion for extend- 
ing corporate membership to com- 
panies was voted down. 

It was figured if proper funds 
could be obtained through the pro- 
ducer support that sufficient rev- 
enue would be on hand for continu- 
ance of the technical research work, 
actors-producers relations and con- 
ciliation machinery as_ prescribed 
under the standard contract and the 
general administration work of the 
body. 

It was pointed out that any move 
in the direction of corporate mem- 
berships at this time would kill all 
chance of reviving the body and 
slay the confidence of its members, 
since the Acad is supposed to be 
uncontrolled. 


Committees 

Those who addressed the meeting 
were outspoken in their feeling that 
the Acad had passed the crisis, and 
now had a good chance of continu- 
ing as a service organization. 

Members of the ways and means 
committee named are: King Vidor, 
prexy; Irving Thalberg, J. L. War- 
ner, C. B. DeMille, Lewis Stone, De- 
witt Jennings, Frank Capra, Walde- 
mar Young, John Nickolaus, John 
Cromwell and Car] Dreher. Finance 
committee to take care of existing 
obligations is comprised of William 
Sistrom, George Irving and Van 
Nest Polglase. 

Special committee to work out the 
producers’ method for carrying on 
the work of the actors-producers 
relation office includes Jennings, 
Sistrom and Stone. Nickolaus and 
Dreher were named to confer with 
producers on program for reviving 
the research work of the Acad tech- 
nical bureau. 

Besides Warner, other producers 
who attended the revival session 
were B. B. Kahane, Henry Herz- 
brun (for Paramount), Thalberg and 
Sistrom. 

Donald Gledhill’s salary was in- 
creased to $100 a week and he con- 
tinues as acting executive secretary. 

Financial Report 

With current anticipated income 
$900 per month less than the cost of 
maintaining the skeletonized organ- 
ization being maintained, financial 
report of the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences was sub- 
mitted to the board of directors last 
week by William Sistrom, treasurer. 

The Academy’s bank balance, as 
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Already Famous? 





Hollywood, Jan. 22. 

Lou Holtz signed an auto- 
graph book for a girl fan. He 
remarked to Bert Hanlon who 
was standing nearby: ‘Wonder 
why she picked me out.’ 

Hanlon shot back: ‘Maybe 
she knows you from your 
tests.’ 











of Dec. 31, 1933, stood at $301 and 
there were a number of items out- 
standing on which the organiza- 
tion’s obligation is not established 
with sufficient clarity to justify pas- 
sage for payment, even if funds 
were available to do so. 

Sistrom’s report stated monthly 
expenses of the Academy were run- 
ning at an average of $1,700. The 
outlay for handling actors’ griev- 
ances, the report points out, totals 
about $700 a month. This amount, 
according to the treasurer, is five 
times the total monthly income from 
dues paid by all members of the 
Actors branch. 

Sistrom’s report recommended 
that this service be either discon- 
tinued, or other means worked out 
to provide funds for the administra- 
tion of the Actor-Producer Mini- 
mum Contract and Agreement. He 
suggested that the producers assume 
the cost, or that the standard con- 
tract be amended authorizing the 
producing company to withhold a 
small percentage of artist salaries 
which would go into a fund to de- 
fray the administration expenses of 
conciliation and adjustment. Other 
alternatives would be for the Pro- 
ducers Association to reimburse the 
Academy for entire administration 
expenses of the service. Sistrom 
recommended a commitee of actors 
and producers be appointed to work 
out a_ solution of the financing 
problem. 

Referring to the technical re- 
search department, the treasurer’s 
report showed it was costing $350 
monthly to maintain this branch 
and suggested that some plan be 
devised whereby the companies 
would share the cost of mainte- 
nance in proportion to benefits the 
research department returned to 
the producing organizations. Gen- 
eral expenses of the Academy are 
listed at $650 a month. 

For the quarter ending Dec. 31 
Sistrom’s report disclosed that a to- 
tal of $2,713 was paid in dues from 
311 members. In the previous quar- 
ter $4,480 was received as dues from 
525 members. 


Award Banquet OK 


Assured of being able to get suf- 
ficient funds to carry on, the Acad- 
emy announced Friday (19) that the 
organization will hold its annual 
award banquet in March. 

Steering committee, named earlier 
in the week, met with King Vidor, 
chairman, and declared all features 
of the Acad will be continued. Just 
how the group intends to muddle 
through the present financial de- 
pression was not disclosed. 

Committee announced that a num- 
ber of writers and actors, who re- 
signed to join the guilds, are re- 
turning to the Acad fold. 








Gary’s 4 for Par? 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 
Paramount and Gary Cooper are 
confabbing a four pix contract. 
Calls for a guarantee plus per- 
centage of the gross. 


“SAILINGS 


Feb. 7 (San Francisco to Sydney) 
A. W. Bennett (Monterey). 

Jan. 30 (London to New York), 
John W. Hicks, Jr. (Manhattan). 

Jan. 24 (London to New York), 
Gladys Cooper, Raymond Massey, 
Adrienne Allen, Cyril taymond, 
Derek Williams, Marjorie Fielding 
(Aquitania). 

Jan. 20 (Paris to New York), Joe 
Schenck, Arthur Kelly (Europa). 





Jan. 20 (New York to London) 
Frances Williams, Jack Ruskin 
(Champlain). 

Jan, 20 (New York to London) 


Thomas Meighan (Bremen). 


Jan. 20 (New York to Nassau) 
Capt. Billy Fawcett (Monarch of 


Bermuda). 

Jan. 19 (New York to London), 
J. H. Seidelman, Jerome Kern, Tex 
Austin, Ernest Milton, Oscar Ham- 
|merstein (Olympic). 








WILL MAHONEY 


The Boston “American” said: 
“Each feat of Will Mahoney’s is a 
signa] for handclapping, loud and 
long. If Mahoney were alone on 
the program it would be well worth 
while, for Will Mahoney hasn't 2 
peer in his line.” 

All Communications Direct to 

WILL MAHONEY 
460 80th Street 
Brooklyn, New York 





ELLIOTT’S 2D CHINA 
LOCALE PIC FOR FOX 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 

Clyde E. Elliott, who is finishing 
‘Devil Tiger,’ which he filmed in 
Asia for Fox, will do another long- 
distance pic for the same company 
this time going to the Yangtse Riv- 
er, China, for his locale. 

Plans are for a company to leave 
here in a couple of months. Pic- 
ture’s tentative title is ‘Yellow Wa- 
ters,’ 





Rosson, M-G Megger 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 

Richard Rosson has been signed 
by Metro to direct Wallace Beery 
and Robert Montgomery in ‘West 
Point of the Air.’ 

For the past four years Rosson 
has been assistant director on all 
pictures made by Howard Hawks, 
and recently had charge of one of 
the units of ‘Viva Villa’ in Mexico. 
He directed many silent pictures. 





DE LEON’S DOUBLE-HEADER 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 
Walter de Leon is adapting two 
stories at Paramount. Colabbing 
with Austin Parker and Sylvia 
Thalberg on ‘Honor Bright’ and 
with Edwin Justus Mayer on 
‘Here’s My Heart.’ 





PIX AFTER STANLEY SMITH 


Stanley Smith is rushing back 
from a European vacation on a 
cable offer from one of the major 
studios. 

He gets into New York Thursday 
(25) on the Manhattan. 


Ben Stoloft, Who's 





Capra Directs Another 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 

Frank Capra directs another pic 
at Columbia before swinging over 
to Metro on loan out to make ‘Sov- 
iet’ for Irving Thalberg. 

Original agreement between Col 
and Metro called for the director to 
report to the Culver City studio 
upon completion of ‘It Happened 
One Day,’ overland bus drama. 
Metro asked for delay as Wallace 
Beery, slated for top spot in ‘Sov- 
iet,’ gets a vacation after working 
in ‘Viva Villa.’ 


RKO MULLING ALL-STAR 
‘MUSKETEERS’ IN COLOR 


Radio Pictures is talking about 
doing an all-color version of ‘Three 
Musketeers’, with Francis Lederer, 
Joel McCrea, Richard Dix and Irene 
Dunne. There is no copyright on 
the story. 

‘Musketeers’ was last done over 
here for films by Douglas Fair- 
banks, Sr. More recently it was 
made as a talker by a French com- 
pany. 








Ida Lupino Femme Top 
With Arlen in ‘Marines’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 

Ida Lupino is set for the lead in 
‘Come on Marines’ at Paramount 
with Richard Arlen. Henry Hatha- 
way directs. 

Others cast are Leo Chalzel, Ed- 
mund Breese, Roscoe Karns, Vir- 
ginia Hammond, Grace _ Badley, 
Claire Lou Sheridan and Gwenllian 
Gill. Letter two are‘ Search for 
Beauty’ contest winners. 








Katzman’s Dozen 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 

Sam Katzman leaves for New 
York today (Mon.) to set state right 
distribution on 12 independent fea- 
tures he plans to produce this year. 
Katzman, in partnership with Al 
Alt, in Screencraft Productions, 
made six for Showmen’s Pictures, 
state righter. Screencraft has dis- 
solved. 





AMITY PLANS 12 INDIES 
Hollywood, Jan, 22. 

Sam Effrus and Charles Hutchin- 
son are preparing to start an indie 
program of 12 features to be re- 
leased by Amity Distributing Corp. 
Hutchinson will direct. 

Headquarters will probably be at 
Talisman studio. 








Studios Mostly Place Unknowns 
On Loan Lists With Exception of U 





Hollywood, Jan. 22, 


Friendly spirit of co-operation 
hit the major studios last week 
when they all submitted to the 


Producers’ Association lists of their 
contract talent available for loan- 
out to rival studios. Upon scanning 
the list the spirit of co-operation 
dwindled as it developed that with 
the exception of Universal, talent 
submitted was mostly unknowns or 
embryonic thespics who are as yet 


unfamaliar to marquees. 
Paramount’s list includes Judith 
Allen, Adrienne Ames, Charlotte 
Henry (‘Alice’), Barbara Fritchie, 
Gertrude Michael, George Barbier, 
William Frawley, Randolph Scott, 
Sir Guy Standing and Kent Taylor. 
Fox offered Jane Barnes, Beth 


Bryson, tochelle Hudson, Mimi 
Jordon, Suzanne Kaaren, Blanca 
Vischer, Wini Shaw, June Vlasek 


and Norman Foster, 
Metro’s list includes 
Allen, Agnes Anderson, 


Elizabeth 
Muriel 





Evans, C. Henry Gordon, Joan 


Howard, Jay Lloyd, 
and Martha Sleeper. 

Radio names June Brewster, Tom 
Brown, Ada Cavell, Chick Chan- 
dler, Skeets Gallagher, William 
Gargan and Thelma White. 

Warners will loan Philip 
Paul Kaye, Philip 
Katheryn Sergava and 
Newton. 

Twentieth Century proffers Sally 
Blane, Russ Brown, Paul Hervey, 
Arline Julge, Judith Wood and Fay 
Wray, and Reliane offers Marjorie 
Rambeau. Sam Goldwyn contributes 
Jane Hamilton, Bonnie Bannon, 
jarbara Pepper, Dolores Casey, 
May Lange, Lucille Ball and Vir- 
ginia Keefer. 

Universal came across with its 
entire contract list and one player 
not under contract. List consists 
of Gloria Stuart, June Knight, Leila 
Hyams, Neysa Nourse, Andy De- 
vine, Slim Summerville, Zasu Pitts, 
Robert Allen, Roger Pryor, Boris 
Karloff and Wynne Gibson. In the 
case of Miss Gibson, studio has a 
two picture contract with her with 


Shirley Ross 


Reed, 
Faversham, 
Theodore 


Before Metro Loan-Out 


Directed for Bis 


Leaguers and Indies, Plugs Latter 
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By CECELIA AGER 


The difference between an indie 
producer and a major, in Ben 
Stoloff’s opinion, is that the indie 
makes four good pictures a year, 
and the major makes four good pice 
tures a year—and 48 bad ones. 

Mr. Stoloff has been a director for 
the majors and a director for the 
indies, and he’s a partner in Bryan 
Foy Productions right now. Com- 
paring their methods of production, 
he explains that the indie producer 
specializes, he devotes more time to 
preparation, because he can't afford 
to be unprepared. The majors, on 
the other hand, go into production 
with a few pages of script, and wait 
for the writers to catch up. Not ale 
ways, of course, but often. 

Stoloff, who began his career in 
pictures 10 years ago as a prop boy, 
and has directed in bit parts today 
actors who used to be stars when 
he was setting stages, has yet to 
see a bad picture—in the making. 
‘While they're making them, they’re 
always great,’ he suys. ‘But some- 
thing happens. Something happens 
after they’ve finished shooting. 
They're the best pictures ever made, 
while they’re being made.’ Mr, 
Stoloff has watched Hollywood at 
work for a long time, and has lis- 
tened to it, too. It’s a strange place 
with a unique psychology. 

‘You're not as good as your last 
picture—you’'re only as good as your 
last day’s rushes. If one day’s 
rushes are bad, perhaps you're sick 
and ought to go away immediately 
for a long rest.’ 

But Mr. Stoloff’s inclined to think 
that directors area little overe 
rated anyway. The ace director 
goes to bat with the best, the best 
writers, the best stars, the best 
technicians. He won't accept less— 
he doesn’t have to. Yet with the 
conditions just the way he wants 
them he’s been knov’n to come 
in with a bad picture too. While 
the average director, who takes 
what he can get and has to like it, 
has been known to come in with a@ 
good picture, too. 

Speaking now as an indie proe 
ducer, Mr. Stoloff believes that the 
indies are in a great spot. They 
can move swiftly to hop on an idea 
that’s hot news; they have no une 
wieldly mac hinery to set in motion. 
‘Elysia’ was shot in five days. 
Stoloff’s made some nice box office 
ones in two weeks. 

The indie must hop on to novel 
ties, he says. He’s got to make ex- 
ploitation pictures, otherwise he 
can’t compete. With a_ limited 
bankroll, he sidesteps stories re- 
quiring a fancy background, and 
yet, come to think of it, Stoloff has 
never seen a fancy background put 
a picture over. 

Story, that’s the thing. Stars don’t 
make pictures, pictures make stars, 
which proves, to Mr. Stoloff, that 
the story’s more important than the 
star. So in his company, they’re 
open to good writers who have @ 
yen to make a picture themselves, 
who’ve got an idea they want to 
play around with. No, because a 
fellow can write doesn’t mean he 
can make a picture, but when shoot- 
ing begins, Foy and Stoloff are site 
ting there. 

‘The majors were indies at one 
time,’ Stoloff recalls. ‘Fox was 
practically an indie wher it made 
‘Over the Hill,’ its grenten picture.’ 


Dressler and Robson 


Dueted for MG s ‘Gram’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 22, 
Metro is bracketing Marie Dresse= 
ler and May Robson in ‘Gram,’ 
from a short story by Kathleen 
Norris. 
Zelda Sears and Eve Greene are 
scripting. 





Corinne in Lead 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 
Corrine Griffith replaces Mary 
Astor as the lead opposite Otto 
Kruger in ‘Crime Doctor’ at Radio, 
Judith Wood, borrowed from 20th 
Century, is replacing Wynné Gib- 
son in the same Lesa 


ALICE WHITE WITH SCHNOZ 


9 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 
Alice White has been borrow 
by Radio from Universal for the 








ino loan-out privilege. 


lead opposite Jimmie Durante in 
‘Strictly Dynamite.’ 
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Only 3 Nudie Pix on the Market 


But Beaucoup Censor Worries 


+ 


A wave of possible state and mu- 
nicipal censorship is forecast by 
the industry’s trouble bureau which 
lays all blame at the door of nud- 
ism. There is agitation within the 
business at the same time that 
either the Hays Organization or the 
NRA act to suppress nudist pic- 
tures. 

Introduction last week of a state 
censorship bill in Massachusetts, a 
state which until now has been con- 
tent with officially previewing only 
Sunday showings, and activity fora 
similar measure in North Carolina, 
as well as independent action cur- 
rently in at least a dozen cities, is 
traced to nudist pictures of which 
there are only three in circulation. 

The nudist situation regarded 
as one of the strangest with which 


is 


industry watchers have ever con- 
tended. Right now they have no 
machinery with which to handle 
this problem. 

Tirst of all while the Hays pro- 
duction code specifically prohibits 
nude poses, and while the adver- 


tising code is being so administered 
as to excise, various limb displays 
in stills, nudist makers are able to 
escape all of this because they are 
non-Hayites. Hence exhibitors can 
do as they please in the matter of 
lobby displays. 
Hays or the NRA 

Therefore, official spokesmen de- 
clare, it is about time to get a rul- 
ing on all-industry morals, not just 
the Hays percentage, but from the 
NRA. 

Here again a snag is struck. The 
code does not specify any set rules 
for morality in either production or 
advertising. The clause, regarded 
as ambiguous from the start, sim- 
ply says that the industry shall 
pledge itself to maintain highest 
moral standards, 

It was assumed in major circles, 
at first, that the clause was suf- 
ficient to make it understood the 
business would bow to the Hays 
writings. But independents have 
successfully held out against these 
and today are doing much as they 
please in the matter of morality. 

With the few nudist pictures 
holding the industry up to a general 
attack, as is evidenced in more 
censor activity than has been wit- 
nessed in years, the morality issue 
is admitted coming to a definite 
head. It is even being suggested 
that as a test case of all-industry 
morality, nudist producers be cited 
to the NRA as violators of the code. 
Then, it is offered by a few of the 
spokesmen, if the snag isn’t cleared 
the whole moral issue should be 
tightened as to official Govern- 
mental interpretation. 


MG’s ‘Police’ Remake 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 

Dissatisfied with ‘Mystery of the 
Dead Police,’ Metro has the picture 
back for major retakes. 

Monckton Hoffe, English play- 
wright, recently added to the staff, 
draws the job of scripting the new 
scenes. 


Ruth Donnelly Vacashs 
After Ending WB’s 15th 


99 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 

Having completed her 15th picture 
at Warners, Ruth Donnelly gets a 
six week vacation from the studio 
and will spend it in New York. 
That number of pictures in a year 
is a near record. 

Her last assignment 
Wives of Reno.’ 


was ‘Merry 


Brisson in ‘Vanities’ 


99 


Hollywood, Jan. 

Paramount has Carl Brisson 
in ‘Murder at the Vanities,’ 
ing which he is slated to 


set 


in ‘Cosmetica.’ 
3risson, Danish musical player 
signed by Paramount, will be 


groomed for a Chevalier buildup. 


Hornblow’s ‘Happiness’ 


follow- | 





' 
| 


solo star 


| 


| 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 
First issignment for Arthur 
Hornblow as a Paramount pro-| 
ducer is Pursuit of Happiness. 
Stephen Morehouse Avery adapts. 
Richard Blumenthal has been 


made hte low’s assistant 





Lavine Pardoned 


Sacremento, Jan. 22. 
Gov. Rolph has signed a full par- 
don for Morris Lavine, of Los An- 
geles, who served a year in the 
county jail after his conviction on a 
charge of attempted extortion. The 
pardon announced some time ago 
was delayed because of Lavine’s 
failure to pay a $5,000 fine which 
went with the sentence. 
Since Lavine served his term, he 
has written two stories which have 
been purchased by Metro. 


HWOOD CHEST 
HITS 82% MARK 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 

Last week’s total contributions to 
the Community Chest as reported 
by the Motion Picture Division, 
stood at $163,164.55. This amount 
represents 82% of the quota set in 
advance of the drive. 

Columbia is way out in front in 
collections based on precentage of 
quota, with 111%. Percentage of 
other studios are Metro, 95; Samuel 
Goldwyn, 85; Warners, 81; Radio, 
73; Fox, 68; Paramount, 66; Beet- 
son division, 60; Twentieth Century, 
60; United Artists, 48; agents, 30; 
Universal, 16. 

Although the drive is tapering off, 
collections from the studios are still 
being recorded, and committee ex- 
pects several thousand dollars more 
before closing the books. 


TRACY-MG PATCH-UP 
DEEMED NOT UNLIKELY 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 

As Lee Tracy continues to run 
around loose, the belief mounts 
that he will return to Metro after 
‘Viva Villa’ has been released and 
the possible press value of his Mex- 
ican escapade has asserted itself. 
Forgiveness, it is felt, will come 
then or eventually. 

‘Viva Villa’ goes on release the 
last of February or in early March, 








Cagney’s Next for 
WB Goes Nautical 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 

Next for James Cagney at War- 
ners is to be an untitled sea story 
which Archie Mayo directs and 
Henry Blanke supervises. 

Ben Markson is writing the yarn 
with Lou Edelman. Markson and 
Edelman spent several days at San 
Diego Naval Training Station pick- 
ing up atmosphere. 


Thayer Back at Par 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 
Paramount brought Tiffany 
Thayer, novelist, to the coast two 


years ago, dropped him from the 
payroll after three months, during 
which time he didn't get an assign- 
ment. 

Writer is back on the lot again 
to do the adaptation of the stage 
play, ‘The Whipping,’ for Ida Lu- 
pino 





Dave Allen a Major 
Hollywood, Jan. 22. 

of the Central 

a commission 


Dave Allen, head 
Casting Bureau, 
as major in the California Lancers. 
Got it from Governor Rolph and 
will organize a cavalry troop from |} 
the men in Central. 

That's to be 
notch higher than being a Kentucky | 


has 


registered 


supposed a half-| 


colonel 


Mankiewicz Back at MG. 


| for 


Fete Gary Coopers 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 

A. Cohen, Paramount produc- 
tion chief, tossed a party Saturday 
(20) at his home for Gary Cooper 
and the latter’s bride 

Guest lists included most of Para- 
mount’s execs, stars, directors and 
department heads, 


STANCE ON PIC 
TITLES MORE 
LIBERAL 


Ministers in their sermons find 
frequent use for the words ‘hell’ 
and ‘sex.’ If such expressions are 
agreeable to the public eye on a 
bulletin board in front of a church. 
then the Hays Organization sees 
no reason why, if used as judicious- 
ly, they should not be okay on the 
marquee of a theatre. 

The outlook on titles since the 
code, therefore is broadening, if 
anything, because when bare limbs 
meant little or nothing to Haysian 
disciples, ‘hell’ always caused every 
title reader to catch his breath. 

The title group has a lot of rules 
but no distinct and individual code 
of its own. Its membership is 
headed by Albert Howson of 
Warners and Miss J. Kelly, Hays’ 
secretary. 

In order to ease matters the Hays 
group is ruling that titles registered 
shall be private property for one 
year from date of registration. After 
that, unless the creator files appli- 
cation for extension and gives fairly 
good cause, such titles become free 
property available to the first bid- 
der, 

The titleists are also endeavoring 
to afford the independent producer 
some protection, 

The title department is figured to 
be a big money and time-saver to 
the major industry. Litigation is 
averted and a company can find out 
within a short time, thus saving on 
pren.ature advertising, whether a 
comtemplated title is the property 
of another. 

The title work continues to be 
conducted in the east, independent 
of production codists, 


Melton’s Fox Pact 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 

Fox has given a term contract to 
Frank Melton. 

He was the chap who climbed 
over a studio fence for a job and 
landed a hick part in ‘State Fair,’ 
and then when the studio wanted 
him again for ‘Scandals’ found him 
washing cars at a Hollywood gas 
station. 

He is now on a three months’ 
agreement so that studio can have 
him on hand when wanted. 


SAILING FOR SUIT 


Fanny Holtzmann to London Over 
Metro’s ‘Rasputin’ 





E. 











Fanny Holtzmann, American at- 
torney for Princess Yousopuff, sails 
for London Feb. 14 in connection 
with the $2,000,000 libel suit against 
Metro over M-G’s ‘Rasputin and the 
Empress’ picture. 

Miss Holtzmann with Sir Patrick 
Hastings, are attorneys for the 
Grand Duke Alexander's only 
daughter, Princess Yousopuff, who 
takes exception to a rape scene in 
Rasputin.’ 


20th’s ‘Bad’ Retakes 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 
Twentieth Century will toss ‘Born 
3e Bad’ back into production 
retakes of all scenes in which 
Jackie Kelp appears. 
Youngster, who will be replaced 
by Dickey Moore, turned in a gatis- 


to 


| factory performance, but execs de- 


cided his physical appearance was 
not just right when they saw a/| 
rough cut of the pictures. 


Hollywood, Jan, 22 ] 

Herman J. Mankiewicz, who left DEPENDS ON ROBINSON 
Metro's writing staff two months} Twentieth Century is interested 
ago after a wordy battle on a story,| ina story by Nat Ferber and Louis | 
is back ‘ Sobol, of the N. Y. Evening Jour- 

He is scripting ‘Timber Line,’ the | nal, providing Century can borrow 
Gene Fowler story, fo Walter | Edward G. Robinson from Warners 
Wanger | Yarn is titled ‘The Mob’s Mad’, 








4 ‘ ( work 
} idion to ¥% r 


Eastern Story Depts. Explain 


Why Studios Rely on Plays, Etc. 
For Screen Yarns: Few Originals 





Extras Do Fade 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 
Extra mob did a fade last week 
with only 3,606 getting called by 


Central Casting. This is about 1,000 
under the average week. 

On Thursday (18) only 310 day 
check people were working. Biggest 
day was Jan, 13, when 786 had jobs. 


CAL. AGT. PACT 
MEETING OKED 





9o 
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Los Angeles, Jan. 
Labor commish has been author- 
ized by Frank C. McDonald, chief of 
the California State Labor Bureau, 
at San Francisco, to go ahead on 
meetings with theatrical and mo- 
tion picture agents in an effort to 
draw up a new contract for usage 
between agents and their clients. 
Intent is to do away with certain 
phases of contracts now used which 
have been attacked at various times 
in the past by both agents and cli- 
ents. About 100 agents will be sum- 
moned to the meetings. 
Confabs are independent of NRA. 


DAMITA TO RE-CREATE 
‘SONS 0° GUNS’ IN PIX 


Paris, Jan. 22. 
United Artists has made a deal 
with London Films, one of its two 
British producing units, to make 





> 


departments 
needs 


Eastern story con-« 
to fill production by 
buying plays, unpublished originals, 
ete., rather than rely on the large 
writing staffs at .the studios for 
material. With fewer and fewer 
originals turned out by film-factory 
writers, the cubby-hole occupants 
out in Hollywood are being turned 
into a different kind of an army. 

Up to 50 or more writers are be- 
ing carried on the payrolls at the 
major studios largely for the pur- 
pose of adapting stuff purchased on 
the outside, preparing it, doing con- 
tinuities, dialog, etc. 

The cry for a larger number of 
originals by studio writers has ac- 
tually resulted in a gradual de- 
crease in such stories. Various rea- 
sons are advanced for this necessity 
to maintain a large staff of film 
plant scriveners to handle adapta- 
tions, continuities and dialog. At 
times, out of a total of 50 writers 
at a studio, less than five may be 
available, with all the others work- 
ing on preparation of purchased 
material. 

The difficulties start with the pur- 
chase of original stories. Very often, 
it’s explained, they lack the proper 
characterization and situations. Re- 
sult is that the studio writers on 
such stories are faced with the 
large task of turning a 20-page 
original into 7,000 feet of film. Were 
more originals purchased, the 
greater would be the adapting and 
continuity job. 

Plays appear to be more preferred 
than any other form of material 
suitable to the screen, partly be- 
cause the plays have their own 
dialog but more because they have 
established themselves on the stage 
in most cases and by virtue of that 
mean something. The same is true 
of novels except that the dialog job 
at the studio there usually entails 


tinue 





‘Sons o’ Guns.’ Lily Damita, who 
was in the cast of the musical when 
produced by Connolly and Swan- 
strom in New York, will handle the 
same role in the film and Jack 
Buchanan will get the part played 


by the late Jack Donahue, Produc- 
tion is to start pronto. 

Deal was completed by Joe 
Schenck here. 

United Artists bought the film 


rights to ‘Sons O’ Guns’ some years 
ago, intending it for Al Jolson. 
Rowland and Brice also tried to 
make a deal for doing it in New 
York a couple months back, but it 
fell through. 





Rogers Shelves ‘Spender’; 
Bancroft in ‘Green Gold’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 
Charles R. Rogers has discon- 
tinued preparations on ‘World's 
Greatest Spender’, based on the life 
of Diamond Jim Brady, and tem- 


porarily tossed the yarn on the 
shelf. 
Producer holds a one-pic deal 


with George Bancroft, who was 
slated for the pic. Bancroft will be 
offered the top spot in ‘Green Gold,’ 
new novel by Rex Beach and Rich- 
ard Carroll. 


Goulding Flies East 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 

Edmund Goulding left for New 
York by plane Saturday (20). He is 
called east by the serious illness of 
his wife, Marjorie Moss (Moss and 
Fontana) 

He wiil be replaced on direction 
of ‘Rip Tide’ at Metro by Robert Z 
Leonard. 


‘Sawdust’ for Joe E. 
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Hollywood, Jan, 
for Joe E. Brown at War- 
‘Sawdust,’ a circus varn by 
Harry Ruby ind 


Next 
ners is 
sert Kalmar, 
suckingham., 


Brown has had a 


Tom 
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COHEN BACK AT RADIO 


jAY 


Hollywood, 
Lester Cohe 


Brealh 
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of 


more work. 
Why So Few Origs 


A fair number of originals are 
developed in the east with the 
writers who either submit ideas or 
outline a story to the story eds, but 
they are harder to sell since the 
production executives who have the 
final say are easier impressed by 
works that have either been staged 
or published. This, in some propor- 
tion, explains the minimum of orig- 
inals turned out by writers on film- 
factory payrolls, 

Sach studio yearly has a certain 
number of staff originals. The Mae 
West ‘I’m No Angel’ at Par falls in 
that category, one of the outstand- 
ing grossers this season, 

Warner Bros., whose musicals ex- 
cepting ‘42nd Street’ are originais, 
seem to have been luckiest with 
yarns concocted at the studio. Sev- 
eral of their gangster pictures were 
origs. 

The studios and the bulk of 
adapting work piled on the should- 
ers of their writing groups are rot 
held to be entirely to blame for the 
small number of originals done on 
a weekly pay basis. Attitude of 
most of the staff scribes, openly ad- 
mitted by many, is to go easy cn 
turning in originals. They often, 
feel that they should hold onto their 
pet brain children in the thought 
that they may clean with the stories 
if first done as a play or a novel. 

Studios are said to have never 
gotten the best in their pencil- 
pushers when it came to doing orig- 
inals, whether wanted or not, as a 
result. 





Horvath Sues WB 


Los Angeles, Jan. 22. 


Charging use of the title ‘Cap- 
tured’ by Warners to designate a 


pic of war prisoners in a German 





concentration camp has rendered 
valueless his book of the same ti- 
tle, previously submitted to the 
studio, Ferdinand Huszi Horvath 
has brought suit for $25,000 against 
the studio, 

Demands that further showing of 
he p he en, yined, 


Dust ‘Skinner’s Suit’ 


i *® mate star. 
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ASC’s Minimum Wage Contracts, 
For 5 Years; 10 Studios Sign 


—__—___— * 
Hollywood, Jan. 22. | Freuler’s 4 at 1006 
42 ‘ reuierS 4a 
American Society of Cinematog- 
raphers held its first general mem- — 
: : 1 fas t ‘onclude financing ar- 
bership meeting tonight (Monday) I t to conclu ad : 
. ‘angements, John R. Freuler, inde- 
at the Hollywood Chamber of Com- kk _ lies : 
|pendent producer-distributor, is lay- | 
ree | 
yey ing plans for four high cost pictures. | 
Officers disclosed details of five-| Quartet to be distributed by Mon- 


year agreements covering minimum 
wage scales and working conditions 
for cameramen with Warners, Par- 
amount, Radio, Fox, Metro, Colum- 
bia, 20th Century, Samuel Goldwyn, 
Hal Roach and Educational. 

The contracts are uniform, but 
were signed separately with the 
companies instead of with the Pro- 
ducers’ Association central, 
agency. Deals were closed follow- 
ing negotiations between ASC lead- 
ers and the producers covering the 
past several weeks. 

Wage for the 
classes of cameramen are on the 
same levels in effect in the 
IATSE-producer pact under the 
basic studio agreement, which was 


as 


scales Various 


as 


kicked over when the IA called its 
general strike in the studios last 
July. 


of details of the new 
contracts to cover the cameramen 
at tonight’s meeting was the first 
definite announcement of the pacts 
by the ASC. Negotiations have been 
conducted secretly, with only a few 
leaders of the independent camera- 
men’s organization having knowl- 
edge of the proposed agreements. 

In return for granting the cam- 
eamen minimum scales for the five- 
year period, producers are protected 
against hastily called strikes by the 
erankers. A prevision in all con- 
tracts with the producers stipulates 
that a strike can only be called after 
favorable majority vote by camera- 
men working at the time in the par- 
ticular studio. 


Disclosure 








arch, supplements the regular pro- 
cram of 12 features scheduled 
this season. 


COAST MASS 
MEETING 


99 


Jan, 22. 


Hollywood, 
Hoping build national or- 
ganization of independent producers 


and distributors, the Federation of 
Motion Picture Industry has called 
a meeting of all indie producers in 
Holly wood for tonight (Mon.) at Al- 
exander Bros. studio. Meeting has 
been arranged by I. E. Chadwick, 
a v.p. of Federated, who returned 
from New York Wednesday (17). 

The Hollywood indie producers 
have long been the weak link in 
hopes for a national indie group. 
Through present difficulties over 
the code and double billing now 
facing the group, Federated hopes 
to get the west coast lined up with 
eastern organizations. 

The claimed rubber stumping of 
contracts by Chicago distributors 
to stop double billing there is one 
of the troublesome factors, The 
licensing of producers in Los An- 
geles, which requires the smallest 


to a 





Rogers Sets 4 
Final Prods. of 
His 10 Par Pix 


—_-—_ 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 
Having finished six of his 10 for 
Rogers has 


Paramount, Charles R. 


set the remaining four. 

Quartet are 
American fruit story, which will go 
in fit with Gary Cooper likely in 
the lead and Harry Joe Brown di- 
recting; ‘Canal Boy,’ original by 
Forest Halsey and Clara Beranger 
for Dorothy Wilson and Douglass 
Montgomery; ‘In Conference,’ mur- 
der yarn, by Vera Caspary and 
Bruce Manning, and ‘It’s a Pleas- 


‘Green Gold,’ ‘Central 


indies to pay $400 per year, same 
as the majors, for a license is an- 
other thorn in the side of the indies 
they hope to eliminate. 

Chief use for a strong organiza- 
tion, according to Chadwick, is to 
handle code matters. 

Circular letter said: ‘To be an 
Independent Producer does not 
mean to be one of a disorganized 
rabble.’ 

In the letter Chadwick says he 
was asked to call the meeting by 
Harry H. Thomas, president of Fed- 
erated; W. Ray Johnston, chairman 
of the board, and Jacob Schechter, 


|; general counsel. 


for | 


INDIE PRODS.’ 





Explaining Long Shows 


Even though the shows 
seem long, with the stage 
running about an hour, the 
| Roxy, N. Y., management and 
Fanchon & Marco are con- 
vinced it’s the proper policy 
for this house. It is explained 
that the reason the units are 
|} sent to 60 minutes, with the 
full show sometimes running 
over three hours, is that the 
house is catering to a less dis- 
criminating crowd which ob- 
servation and grosses have 
| proved wants it that way. 

Whereas at other Broadway 
deluxers as many as 500 peo- 
ple have been known to walk 
when the overture arrives af- 
ter the first showing of the pic- 
ture opening day, meaning they 
won't see the stage show, this 
never happens at the Roxy it 
is officially noted. 

F-M doesn't believe in an 
hour’s stage show as a rule, 
but points to the Roxy being 
in the black, despite that the 
good pictures the house has 
had the past year could be 
counted on one hand. And this 
is the reason for believing that 
the Roxy patronage is attend- 
| ing on a basis of quantity and 
price, 


MAJORS WATCH 
COACH SCHOOLS 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 


All major studios are watching 
the workings of Metro’s talent 
school which is getting the credit 
for the development of Mary Car- 
lisle, Jean Parker, Earl Oxford, 
Irene Hervey and Robert Young. 
Sehool is a one-man affair, oper- 
ated by Oliver Hinsdell, who was 
brought to the studio from Dallas 
where he made a reputation with 
the Dallas Little Theatre and won 
several Belasco cup contests with 
his playlets. 

Most notable accomplishment of 
Hinsdell has been the tutoring of 
Myrna Loy who credits him with 
her advancement in the past two 
years, 

Other studios, after giving up the 
idea of talent development on the 
lot, are gradually swinging back to 
the idea again. Paramount is pre- 
senting one play monthly in the 
studio directed by Phyllis Lawton 
who is in charge of instructing the 
younger players. Group of embryos 
consist of Barbara Fritchie, Toby 
Wing, Buster Crabbe, Gail Patrick 
and the various winners of the 


may 
unit 














Only about 10 producers are ac- 
tive here in the local IMMPA. 








STUART LEAVING PAR, 
MAY GO INDEPENDENT 





to Lose,’ by Gene Towne 
Graham Baker for George Raft. 


ure 


Metro Develops New 


Broad-Band Recording 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 
Developing a wider range of re- 


cording than is now possible with | 


either of the two major recording 
systems, Metro sound engineers 
claim their new broad-band repro- 
duction apparatus is ead fo 
practical use on the stages 
Metro sound technicians have ae 

vised a system which carrie i 
wider frequency range than the 
regulation recording outfits now 
being used generally. Company will 
inaugurate its use in the recording 
of ‘The Merry Widow,’ figuring to 
get better reproduction of the musi 


in that picture, 


Nathanson on Par 


Theatre Comm. of 6 Horowitz Chi UA Mgr. 


Second Publix operating 


ate to be chosen for the committee 
of six, among partners of the com- 
pany, for interchange of informa- 
tion and home office contact, is N 
L. Nathanson, head of Famous! 


Players Canadian. 
E. V. Richards 
previously elected. 


(Saenger) was 


ana | 


aSSocel- | 


Hlerschel Stuart and Paramount 
| will part company in around three 
i; weeks, That's the indication as 
Par completes reorganization of its 


theatre end without designating any 
future post for Stuart. The new 
| Publix setup, known “amous 
| Theatres, presently is executived by 
the old hands only. Stuart has been 
| with Paramount around six months. 


as 


| Stuart may engage in indie the- 
jatre operation away from New 
York. 

| He was invited to join Par after 
lhe left RKO theatres, where he was 


jgeneral manager of theatre opera- 
;tion. Stuart’s parting with Par 
| friendly. 


Postpone MPTOA Conv. 


rag is 


schooling stable, 


| ‘Search for Beauty’ contest. 


is without a 
but is planning 
one, Warners and Universal both 
school youngsters via the bit ioute 
,in pictures. Hinsdell is against this 
and will not allow his charges to go 
|into a picture unless they have had 
|sufficient background in pictures 
j}and dramatic training to hold their 
own, 

Success of the Metro venture has 
the other studios figuring on doing 
some copying if they can get per- 
sonalities strong enough to head 


Fox at present 


their talent school and can keep the 
youngsters out of pictures long 
enough to get an idea as to what 


it’s all about. 


ONLY 2 FROM GOLDWYN 
IN °33-'34; 3 NEXT YEAR 


| Sam Goldwyn will contribute but 








| two pictures to this season’s (1933- | 


against his 
The three new 


| 34) aver- 
lage of four yearly. 


| pictures he has in mind will all be 


program as 


| 

for the °84-°35 releasing schedule 
} Hollywood, Jan. 22. including the next Eddie Cantor mu- 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners | sical 

|}of America has called off its na-| On April 1 Goldwyn places 
|tional convention scheduled in | ‘Resurrection’ under cameras with 


| ollywood for next movrrtk. 
Unsettled conditions 

matters caused the move. Meet is 

deferred until later in the year. 


99 


Chicago, Jan. es 


| Sam Horowitz new UA exchange 
manager here. Comes in from same 
| job for UA in St. Louis. 

Steve Montgomery comes. in as| 
eountry sales manager. Eddie | 
(jrossman former UA manager, 


/now has the Warner exchange Jlo- 


_ 


due to code | 


| Anna Sten and Fredric March, Rou- 
ben Mamoulian directing. ‘Barbary 
|; Coast,’ also with Miss Sten will 
have Gary Cooper in it. 





Garbo’s 2-a-Day Testers 


Extensive roadshowing of ‘Queen 


| 
| 
le, rs, 

| Three two-a-day engagements 
were testers, with no others set un- 
| til it’s seen what happens in Pitts- 
| burgh, where opened Jan. 15, and 
‘in Boston and Cleveland, 
‘it premiered Saturday (20). 





Kohn to Coast 


Ralph A. Kohn is heading west- 
ward to look over Par’s situation on 
the Coast and have some talks with 
Par coast officials about matters 
generally. Kohn started for Holly- 
wood from Dallas, where he had 
been confabbing on a regional con- 
ference in association with Sam 
Dembow and Frank Freeman. 
Freeman and Dembow are slated 
to come back to New York tomor- 
row (23). 


RKO SETS PLAN 
FOR 17 PIX IN 
3 MONTHS 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 
Six pix to go in within the next 
seven weeks, and 17 during the next 
three months are on the resump- 
tion schedule of Merian C. Cooper 
at Radio. 
First batch cdOmprises ‘Finishing 
School,’ with Ginger Rogers, Fran- 
ces Dee, Billie Burke and Mitzi 
Green; ‘Crime Doctor,’ Wynne Gib- 
son, Nils Asther and Ada Cavell; 
‘Family Man,’ Clive Brook; ‘Dance 
of Desire’; ‘Strictly Dynamite,’ 
Jimmy Durante; and ‘Alien Corn,’ 
Ann Harding. 
Remainder of the slate includes 
‘Of Human Bondage,’ ‘Stingaree,’ 
‘Fugitive from Glory,’ ‘Green Man- 
sions,’ ‘Devil’s Disciple,” Murder 
on the Blackboard, ‘Frat Heads,’ 
Wheeler and Woolsey, and ‘Joan of 
Arc.’ 
Other trio not set yet. 


FOX-HEARST SPLITTING 
NEWSREEL INTERESTS 


With Fox and Hearst reported 
splitting their newsreel interests, 
and Fox allegedly ordered to econo- 
mize, at least three concerns are 
bidding for the Embassy, N. Y., 
lease. A group outside the indus- 
try was reported in newsreel circles 
to stand the best chance. The in- 
tention is to keep the Broadway 
Emb as a newsreeler. 

It was learned officially that Fox- 
Hearst quit the Embassy for more 
reasons than high rent. The house 
during its last few months had 
dipped its weekly gross as low as 
$3,000. 

Following evacuation of the house 
Fox Movietone staged second econ- 
omy in let-out of eight men, in- 
cluding Fats McManus star contact 
man and talking reporter. No ex- 
ecutives were included. 

Foxites hold formally that there 
will be no reorganization of the 
reel. Trueman Talley, editor, has 
not yet decided on a trip to Europe 
to look over the reel’s outposts and 
possibly effect some changes. 

Reports about Hearst and Fox 
dividing have bobbed up repeatedly 
in the past few years. 

Fox is desirous of lopping off at 
| least $2,000 weekly from the cost of 
the reel which may run to upwards 
of $40,000 weekly, presently. 

Fox Movietone, will have 
cial financial overseer abroad, 
| to leave for Europe in about 
days. 

There still a chance that Fox 
may get together with the land- 
lords of the Embassy on Broadway 











a spe- 
due 
10 


is 





| Christina’ is doubted in Metro quar- | 


where | 


for a continuance of the place as a 
newsreel theatre exclusively devot- 
ed to Fox Movietone matter and af- 
| RHated subjects, Rental of $2,100 





weekly presently asked for has been 
nixed by Fox. 
LYNCH’S FLA. VACASH 

S. A. Lynch, chairman of the re- 
organization committee of Publix, 
is in Florida on a vacation. 

He will likely remain south for 
two or three weeks unless business 
recalls him to New York. 

J. Hurt remains at 
h.o. on reorganization 
;}matters for Lynch. 
fire now that isn't 
j nature. 


the Par 
advisory 





of a routine 


Exhibs Paid 75% of Corp. Income Tax 
Of $3,496,000 for Amusements in 193? 


+ 





Washington, Jan. 22. 
Federal Government collected 
$3,496,000 in corporation income 


taxes from the amusement industry 
in 1932, with picture exhibitors 
kicking in 75% of the total, the 
Treasury Department revealed last 
week, 

Depression in 1931 was so bad 
that more than half the amusement 
enterprises reported no taxable net 
income. Exhibitors were the only 
group who filed more reports show« 
ing profits than losses. 

With a total of 8,802 returns from 
theatres, picture producers, cir- 
cuses, race tracks and assorted 
amusements, Government totals the 


gross income of the industry for 
1931 at $1,124,941,000, with the net 
at a mere $35,749,000. Only 3,061 


returns showed net income subject 
to Government rake-off. 

Collections were classified as fol- 
lows: Legitimate theatres, $130,000; 
motion picture producers, $318,060; 
exhibitors, $2,638,000; miscellaneous 
enterprises, $410,000. 

Accounting for 74% of the net 
income, as well as three-quarters 
of the tax, 1,167 exhibitors repurted 
net income, while 1,147 houses re- 
ported deficits. Gross income of ex- 
hibitors was $484,652,000; net, $26, 
005,000. 

Producers reported gross receipts 
of $441,948,000, but a net of only 
$2,698,000. Striking fact was the 
showing that gross receipts of pro- 
ducers, who wound up with a deficit 
14 times as large as the aggregate 
revenue of the profit-takers—-$412,- 
252,000 against $29,696,000. 

Net income reports were filed by 
182 legit and vaude houses, 54 pro- 
ducers, 1,167 exhibitors, and 1,658 
miscellaneous amusements; net 
losses were shown by 343 theatres, 
145 producers, 1,148 exhibitors, and 
and 3,021 assorted units. 





WB’S COMEDY STOCK 
COMPANY PIC SERIES 


oo 





Hollywood, Jan. 
‘Havana Widows’ and ‘Conven- 
tion City’ has determined Warners 
to make about six features this 
season with the studio's comedy 
stock company all working in the 
east. Yarns will be written that 
will include all of the players who 
have been in these two pictures. 
Players are Joan Blondell, Guy 
Kibbee, Frank McHugh, Alan Jene- 
kins, Hobart Cavanaugh, Hugh Her- 


bert, Ruth Donnelly and Glenda 
Farrell. Studio considers all of 
them ace laugh bets. Maxwell Ar- 


now, Warner’s casting director, re- 
sponsible for the casting the 
players in the two pictures has been 


O1 


instructed by the studio to be on 
the lookout for additional comely 
characters who can fit in with the 


mob now getting the comedy build- 
up. Helen Lowell, character woman, 
has been added to the group. 

Current picture for the comedy 
mob is ‘Merry Wives of Reno’ pat- 
terned after ‘Havana Widows, a 
low cost picture which is doing top 
business in most spots. 


John Zinn Succeeds 
Wm. Crawferd at Fox 








Hollywood, Jan. 
John Zinn, former biz manager at 


Universal, is now on the Fox pay- 
roll. He has been made assistant 
to John J. Gain replacing William 
Crawford, whe becomes N. Y. biz 
manager for the Fox outfit. 

Ed. Muhl from Universal ac- 


counting department takes over the 
post vacated by Zinn. 


Par Shifts ‘Alice’ Suit 
From State to U. S. Court 


On application of Paramount, suit 


to discontinue release of ‘Alice in 
Wonderland’ on grounds that rights 
to the story are controlled by é 


has been tniké 


Samuel Kantrowich n 
into 





Nothing on the} 


out of the Supreme court and 
Federal jurisdiction Picture has 
been on release nationally) ncé 
Xmas week. 

Krantowich is applying for an in- 
junction against further exhihitior 
of ‘Alice,’ claiming it v mnie to 

| film in 1914 by William M. ) g, 
i who illustrated it in animate rm 
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WARNERS’ 1ST 


NET PROFIT 
SINCE 30 


For the first time since 1930, War- 
ners report a net operating profit of 
$105,752.86 for the 13 weeks ended 


Nov. 25, 1933. That’s around $5,000 
more than was estimated for the 
quarter the annual company 
meeting in December. 

The net operating loss for the 
corresponding period in 1932 was 


$1,746,761.95. Both figures are after 
all charges, includeing provision for 
federal taxes. 

Net prcfit before amortization and 
depreciation and federal taxes was 
$2,588,619.06. This amount includes, 
however, $655,262.54 realized from 
retirement of optional 6% convert- 
ible debentures and bonds of sub- 
sidiary companies, after deducting 
federal taxes. 

Company's financial statement 
shows of $15,141,463.07, in- 
cluding $2,462,586.53 in cash. Lia- 
bilities are listed as $12,506,165.38. 

During the quarter ending Nov. 
25, 1933, current assets of the com- 
pany increased $1,132,305.65, while 
current liabilities increased $37,- 
725.03. 


assets 


Behind-the-Mike 
Cycle of Stories 
Due Any Minute 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 

A behind-the-mike radio yarn 
eycle, headed by Warner's ‘Hot Air’ 
and Monogram’s ‘Loudspeaker,’ now 
leoms. 

Scenting a new mine of story and 
production possibilities in the at- 
mosphere of big-time radio and its 
personalities, scenarists are rejoic- 
ing at escape from the confinement 
of backstage and night club locales 
hitherto the only settings that could 
be worked into the average yarn 
where plot got an even break. 

With Warners building ‘Hot Air’ 
around Dick Powell, Radio again is 
looking over its twice shelved ‘Ra- 
dio City’ yarn and Paramount and 


Fox, both having contract lists 
loaded with radio and musical tal- 
ent, are scanning all available 


yarns with radio angles. 


Wyler, Krakeur, Wexley 


Form Indie Prod. Co. 


Robert Wyler, former Universal 
director, has completed formation 
of a new indie pic company to pro- 
duce in the east. Wyler Produc- 
tions’ board will include Murray W. 


Garson, Richard Krakeur and John 
Wenxley. 

Wexley is the legit playwright 
and director. Krakeur was once 


Columbia story editor. Garsson, an 


old-timer in pics, was most recent- 


ly in Hollywood as investigator for 
the U. S. Department of Commerce 

Wyler leaves for Europe toward 
the end of the month to pick up 
some story material and the com- 
pany will start on his return with- 
in three months. 

U. Into R.C. March 1 

Universal may not move phy- 
Sically into Radio City headquar- 
ters until the first of March. 

Fully a month will be occupied in 
laying out offices and erecting par- 
titions on the three floors which 
the company will occupy in the} 
RKO Pld. 


‘COPPERFIELD’ ALL-STARRER 
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Record $35,200 Ad Budget 
On ‘Nana’ Into Music Hall 


record advertising budget, by 
far the highest ever spent on the 


advance and first week's run of any 
picture in the history of the indus- 
try, has been approved for ‘Nana,’ 
booked in Radio City Music Hall, 
N. Y. Feb. 1. It entails a total cost 
of $35,200. Previous high was $28,- | 
000, spent on ‘Little Women’ in ad- 
vance of opening and to cover the 
first week of its 21-day stay. 

The large budget on ‘Nana,’ first 
starrer for Anna Sten, runs high 
partly for the reason that it en- 
tails a 10-day advance campaign on 
the opening as against the average 
ad attack of a week or less. 





Around $12,000 is borne by the 
Music Hall, the balance between 
Sam Goldwyn and United Artists. 


B&K Sells Ace 
House for One 


Show at $5,000 





Chicago, Jan. 22. 
Balaban & Katz sold the final 
| Show at the Chicago last Thursday 
(18) to the American Can Co., for 
a private party. House got $5,000 
for the deal with B.&K. closing the 
| box office at 6 p.m. to make certain 
the house would be clear of patrons 
by the time the final show started. 
Closing of the box office caused 
plenty of turnaways, and question 
is what the American Can deal 
meant in the matter of good-will to 
the house. 
Show was ‘Going 
(M-G) and Will 
the stage end. 





Hollywood’ 
Mahoney heading 


|fident the 


iress it 





Music Hall’s Month 
In Advance Picture 
Bookings by a Comm. 


One of the first moves at the 
Music Hall since the resignation 


of S. L. Rothafel comes ir the book- 
ing of pictures a month in advance, 
in order to allow for earlier form- 
ulation of plans for advertising, ex- 
ploitation, ete. 

Following ‘I 
rent, are 


Am Suzanne’, cur- 
‘As Husbands Go’ (Fox), 
jJan. 25; ‘Nana’ (Goldwyn-UA), 
Feb. 1, with ‘Carolina’ (Fox) ten- 
tative to follow. 

Some pictures are said to have 
gotten away from the Hall because 
|of the previous system, among 
|} them ‘I Was a Spy’ and ‘By Candle- 
light’, both of which went to the 
old Roxy. 


‘PROPOSED FRANKLIN, 
YATES PIC DEAL COLD 


Indications that Herbert 
Yates has withdrawn from the pro- 
posed plan of entering into a com- 
bination with Harold B. Franklin 
on film production and distribution. 





are 


Yates is the head of Consolidated 
Film Labs, 
The Yates-Franklin plan, so far 


as known, revolved about acquiring 
control of Monogram Pictures to- 
gether with that outfit’s distribution 
system known as First Division. 
First Division is presently owned by 
Harry H. Thomas. 


Under the proposed deal, Frank- 
I I 








CONGRESSIONAL 
10, MAYBE OU 


Films Already Under 3 Fed- 
eral Investigations — Not 
Unlikely Congress’ Probe 
Unnecessary 


nee 


MATTER OF 4 WKS. 


If filmdom can slip through the 
next four weeks withott a serious 
upset, leaders of both sides are con- 
Congressional investiga- 
tion may likely be postponed another 
year. But the ‘if’ this time is con- 
ceded a big one. Considerably im- 
portant in the trend of things is the 
manner in which the Code Author- 
ity conducts itself and the prog- 
makes during that time. 
Spokesmen for both sides figure, as 
well, that the NRA _ will actually 
have the final word; that Wash- 
ington, specifically, will most likely 
abide by the judgment c: Divi- 
sion Administrator Rosenblatt. The 
whole situation from the industry's 
slant is a veritable bedlam of an- 
gles. 

Much significance is attached to 
Rosenblatt’s Hollywood visit, espe- 
cially the fact that it has been re- 
duced to little more than a flying 
trip since he will be east again 
early in February. Majors figure 
that if he finds it necessary to ex- 
tend the quiz he will either leave 
it in the hands of appointees or else 
adjourn it until he has a chance to 
return. His presence in New York 
is needed to give field machinery, 
no phase of which has yet been set 
up, the final okay. Sixty-four neu- 
tral persons will act as Govern- 
ment observers on as many boards 
throughout the country. 

Pertinent to the Congressional 
investigation is the fact that Ros- 
enblatt, by then armed with the 
Hollywood information and _ the 
status of the Code Authority during 
his absence, is slated to digest the 
Sirovich proposal, among others. 

Banks, Trade, NRA 


Certain of the major spokesmen | 


maintain that the industry current- 
ly is under three Federal investi- 
gations and that there is little oc- 
casion for a fourth. They include 
the bank quiz and the Federal 
Trade Commission interrogation of 
all industries as two of these, with 
the NRA itself as the third. Pres- 
ence of Department of Justice 
agents, they hold, is the usual fore- 
runner of an investigation of this 
sort. Speaking for the business 
generally, with the exception of a 
few exhibitor cases which arose 
during the code inception in Wash- 


ington, itself, last fall, they claim 
there is no agent activity in evi- 
|} dence. 

William Farnsworth, deputy un- 
|der Rosenblatt, will sit with the 





lin was to have put up a substan- |] 
tial amount of his own funds. How 
much isn’t known. 

|} Monogram since hooking up wth 
Thomas has come to the front as 
an independent company. 

Franklin is back again scouting 
|}the little theatre circuit. The one 
jhitch in these plans, according to 
accounts, is that original calcula- 
}tions on cost of construction has | 
|risen from around $40,000 per housé 
j}to $65,000, and that likely locatior 

sured to be acquired reasona 


likewise up. 


To. expedite matters Secretary 
John C. Flinn has arranged an in- Laurence Stallings is compiling 
dex system whereby field commit- | an heretofore unexhibited newsreel 
tees will be provided with the sig-| history of ‘The First World War’ 
natures of all industry employers | for Fox. He is combing Fox Movie- 
lin their respective jurisdictions| tone, Hearst Metrotone and other 
who have signed the code. Boards| vaults for some horror stuff and 
will have recourse to them when] War celluloid in general not pre- | 
;}complaints are filed. If the card| viously shown. 
isn't found for the complainant his Simon & Schuster’s ‘First World 
case will not be recognized. War is a_ phot phic history 
aS See eee edited by Stalling pon which tl 
film idea apparent is based. 
BOTH LAEMMLES EAST bp ea cps er ld it t 
Hollywood, Jan. 22, | Germany wit r zi « ! t 
Carl Laemmle accompanies Carl, | tended to ature G r AS 
Jr., to New York next Saturday for] p cou! I , , 
two weeks’ sojourn. deletio m 
Will return when his son goes to] lir J 
europe. ! pianned 


Authority group during Rosenblatt’s 
absence, as a regular. alternate. 
The Code Authority will enter its 
first crisis while Rosenblatt is on 
the Coast. This has to do with 
field appointments, some 400 of 
which will be in the Authority’s 
own hands when they meet today 
(23) in New York. This will be one 
of the first material moves which 
the C. A. has made. Some of the 
codists see in the selections plenty 
of bickering behind the Authority’s 
closed doors and lots of opportuni- 
ties to stall. 








Some U. Eastern Prod. 


Under Junior Laemmie? SHOWMAN PAUL 


But, 
wa) 
for 
the 
Lab 


entered into a production 
agreement whereby a series of fea- 
tures under the ‘All-Star’ brand 
will be produced at the Biograph 
studio, N. Y. 

The answer also takes in queries 
about the future status of Carl 
Laemmle, Jr. Reports in this re- 
spect in New York are that Senior 
definitely taken produc- 
on the west coast and 
his return from Europe 
Junior is scheduled for another 
berth, probably in charge of the 
eastern production. 


all now. 
the 


‘There is no deal at 


anything may happen,’ is 


in which official spokesmen 
reports that 


Consolidated 


Universal meet 


company and 


have 


has over 
tion reins 


that upon 


Blumey Trying 
To Interest Col. 
In Poli-NE Chain 


that A. ©. 
is attempting to interest the Cohn 
Jack and Harry, 
of Columbia Pictures, into becom- 
ing theatre operators through the 
of the Poli-New England 
circuit. Blumey only recently ac- 
quired an operating interest in Poli 
through N. L. Nathanson, Canadian 
theatre impresario. 

Originally Blumey was to have 
Loew support in the Poli thing but 
Loew’s didn’t hook on with him, 

Blumey’s personal financial in- 
vestment in the reorganized Poli 
chain, of which he is president, is 
variously placed at anything from 
$1 to $100,000. Remainder of the 
money, around $400,000, presumably 
came from Nathanson, with an ad- 
ditional $35,000 from S. Z. Poli him- 
self who owns most of the bonds 
on the circuit. 


Reported Blumenthal 


brothers, owners 


addition 


Allied Members on 
Own as to Industry 
Code Signatures 





Chicago, Jan. 22. 

this territory, 
country, are 
some advice 


Allied members in 
and throughout the 
seeking in vain for 


from their central board as to what 
they should do about the NRA in- 
dustry code. To sign or not to 
sign, that’s the stickler—and the 
presidents and operating commit- 
tees refuse to answer the question 
for them. 


Allied officers flatly refuse to ac- 


cept the responsibility for fear of 
national consequences, one way or 
the other. If they advise one way 
they might offend the government 
authorities, if another way the 
members might squawk. Particu- 
larly since the terrific fight Allied 
put up against the code, as drawn 


up, is a matter of record. 


STALLINGS ANIMATING 


| 


} 
| 





appears to 





HIS ‘WORLD WAR’ BOOK 








MOSS NEW N. Y. 
LIC. COMM'R 


Paul Moss, 
of 
by 


New York's new Com- 
Licenses, appointed 
last week Mayor LaGuardia, 
promised there will be no graft in 
connection with the issuing of the- 
atre permits, in a statement made 
upon taking office. A brother of 
B. S. Moss and himself a showman, 
Moss succeded Sidney S. Levine, 
who had held over for a couple of 
weeks from the O'Brien regime. 


missioner 


Mayor LaGuardia concurred in 
the no-graft promise. ‘The signifi- 
cance of the aprointment of Mr. 
Moss,’ he said, ‘is that there will 
be no more shakedowns of the- 
atres. A theatre is either O. K. or 
it isn’t, as to whether it conforms 


to the building, fire or health codes. 
Theatre people tell me that they 
have been under terrific pressure of 
late. I told them that is all past.’ 

Moss entered New York City 
politics prominent: last fall as 
business manager of the Fusion 
party which carried the city elec- 
tions. He was associated with his 
brother in the B. S. Moss circuit, 
which was sold to RKO, and inter- 
ested in legit as a producer. With 
his brother and William Fox he 
built the Washington theatre on 
Washington Heights. 

Moss was also an original board 
member of the Theatre Guild in its 
Grand street days, also a producer 
of some Broadway legits, including 
‘Subway Express’ and ‘Proces- 
sional.’ 


MAY BE NO ROXY 
R-C SUCCESSOR 


Growing impression at Radio City 
be that the committee 
of six requires no seventh person 
in the form of a successor to Roxy 
to operate the Music Hall. With 
Herman Whitman managing the 
front of the house and Gus Eyssell 
upstairs, next to the Rockefeller 
representatives in charge of general 
administrative, operating matters 
may rest that way. 

The stage production end is in 
complete charge of Leon Leonidoff, 
with Erno Rapee over the musical 
division. 





Meanwhile Major Leslie E. 
Thompson and Max Reinhardt, 
German impresario, are names 
that have come up. 

The elaborate office Rothafel oc- 
cupied at the Music Hall is being 
used for meetings by the commit- 
tee of six, numbering three RKO 
and three Rockefeller representa- 
tives. 

For his all-around experience as 


a Publix de luxe operator including 


| film buying, unit staging and music, 


Milt Feld’s name has also been 
brought up. Feld is now associated 
with Harry Katz and Dave Chat- 
kin in the operation of six thea- 


tres in Ohio and Indiana. 


Elhott Roosevelt | 
At $1,000 as Jr. Exec. 
At Metro, Possibility 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 
Metro is reported to be in negotia- 
‘liott Roosevelt for a 
position. 


with fk 
junior executive 

Roosevelt, who is now 
editor for the Los Angeles 
holding out for $1,000 a 


tions 
aviation 
cx- 


aminer, 
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Heated Court Argument Over $208,000 
Legal Fee Causes Judge to Withdraw 


es 


When Federal William 
Bondy refused to rule on the mat- 


Judge 


ter of allowances for receivers’ and 
lawyers’ fees in connection with the 


Paramount-Pubix receivership, he 








+ 

’ 

| M. P. Club’s Plans 
New policies to govern the oper- 

ation of the Motion Picture Club, 


which decided to remain in its Bond 


handed the P-P legal battery an/| building, N. Y., headquarters rather 


unexpected setback. 


tine formality of having 


Only the rou- than 
Judge | formally 


s ' = 
Bondy’s signature was necessary for | called for 


move, will be discussed and 
adopted at a meeting 
tomorrow (Wednesday) 


something like $208,000 to go to the | by Lee A. Ochs, president. All mem- 


lawyers, et al. This was the amount 
stated to have been recommended 


bers are urged to attend. 
Recently when planning to move 


in the report filed by Referee Henry ;to a spot in West 46th street, it 


kK. Davis, who had sliced it from 
the original $296,000 asked for. 

Judge Bondy’s declination to sit 
on the matter came after an hour 
of blazing verbiage from a trium- | 
virate of objecting counsel whic 
included Attorneys Samuel Zirn, 
Saul Rogers and Victor House. 
They represent opposing bondhold- 
ers and creditors in the P-P situa- 
tion. 

In withdrawing from the issue on 
allowances, Judge Bondy referred 
the matter to Federal Judge Knox, 
senior justice of the Federal Dis- 
trict Court. In commenting on his 
own action, Judge Bondy very 
pointedly remarked that his with- 
drawal was a reflection on the Bar 
and not on the Court. He declared 
very definitely that there are some 
people whose minds are so consti- 
tuted that these cannnot under- 
stand how a Judge can act honestly 
in a matter in which they may be 
concerned. 

On the face of things, Judge 
Bondy’s withdrawal from the spe- 
cific matter of receivership fee al- 
lowances looks like a victory for the 
objecting creditors. However, Judge 
Bondy’s withdrawal is only for the 
matter of allowances in the issue 
in question. This issue does not in- 
volve the bankruptcy situation of 
P-P. 

The hearing started smoothly 
enough, Samuel Zirn taking his 
usual priority of position among 
objecting counsel by making the 
first speech in opposition to the al- 
lowances. He immediately requested 
Judge Bondy to withdraw from the 
case, His argument was general. 
The precipitating point, however, 
happened later during Saul Rogers’ 
address to the Court. 

Calls Rogers ‘Ridiculous’ 

Rogers opened, grinning broadly, 
but, when Judge Bondy interrupted 
the lawyer to tell Rogers one of 
his statements was ridiculous, it 
brought the color to Rogers’ face. 
He resented it and finished by ob- 
jecting to the Court’s remarks. 

Attorney Elihu Root, Jr., rose 
later for a two-minute speech to 
sta.e that in his long career at the 
bar he had been very often told by 
judges that he was wrong on many 
matters. 

Anyway, and apparently to head 
off another long speech by Attor- 
ney Samuel Zirn, Judge Bondy 
withdrew from the issue. 





7 Disneys for 25c 





Washington, Jan. 21. 
Local Loew office Saturday (20) 


iwas proposed to limit membership 
ite 100 persors. 





Al Greason, Senior 


Of Variety’s Staff, 
Dies of Nephritis 


Alfred Rushton Greason, 53, one 
of the pioneer members of the staff 
of VARIETY, and next to Sime the 
oldest in point of service, died in 
New York Jan. 21, of nephritis, fol- 
lowing a brief illness. His widow 
survives him. 

He joined the staff of VARIETY on 
its second or third issue in 1905. 
His first few reviews were signed 
‘Coke’ but shortly changed to ‘Rush,’ 
a name he made noted wherever the 
theatre is known. 

Rush came over from the Morning 
Telegraph, where Sime had made 
his acquaintance during the latter’s 
brief tenure as vaudeville critic 
there. Like Sime he held in con- 
tempt the then prevailing policy of 


the Telegraph which made immune 





announced seven Walt Disney car- 


toons at Palace at 9:30 a. m. at 
25e, and house was to be cleared 
before start of regular’. show. 


Packed Palace, which holds 2,200, 
and overflowed down street to Co- 
lumbia. Total patronage ran around 
3,500 persons of which at least 40% 
were adults. 

Program includes four Mickey 
Mouse and three Silly Symphonys. 
‘Three Little Pigs’ got star billing. 

Syracuse, Jan. 22, 

Loew's State next Saturday 
morning will experiment with a 
special children’s matinee at 25c as 
against the usual dime tariff for 
kids during run-of-the-mill pro- 
grams. First line-up consists wholly 
of cartoon reels, 10 in all, topped 
by ‘Three Little Pigs’. 

First attempt here to build a 
juvenile patronage with cartoons. 
Other theatres which have at- 
tempted special children’s bills 
stressed westerns and action melo- 
dramas. 








‘Fantomas’ in U. S. 


DuWorld Pictures has taken over | 
for | academic rather than personal. 


American distribution rights 
‘Fantomas’, independently 
abroad by Paul Fejos. 


It’s a thriller. 


from adverse criticism any actor 
who was good for an ad. He gladly 
quit the Telegraph to go to work 
for VARIETY. 

As a critical writer he was singu- 
larly unmindful of his work, and 
one of the first incidents to attract 
Sime’s attention happened a few 
weeks after his arrival. A friend 
dropped in to discuss a comment he 
had made, and Rush had to look up 
a copy of the issue in question. He 
had forgotten completely what he 
had written. Some years later Sime 
recalled the incident in a semi-edi- 
torial on criticism. It was not that 
he was careless of his work. He 
could catch the same act months 
later and recall it clearly, but he 
did not hug his writings to his 
breast. 

Rush rapidly developed as a re- 
viewer, getting Sime’s angle and 
writing in much the same vein. He 
studiously sought to acquaint him- 
self with the mechanics of his pro- 
fession and few possessed a clearer 
understanding of show business in 
all its phases, 

In the early years VARIETY con- 
fined itself largely to that phase of 
entertainments from which the 
paper took its title, but when the 
growth of the paper indicated ex- 
pansion, Rush was as much at home 
writing dramatic criticism, and his 
peculiar detachment from his work 
gave him a singularly clear view- 
point from which to regard his sub- 
ject. 

At no time did the theatre busi- 
ness ever intrigue him as it does 
most of its critics. He was frankly 
bored by it. Some years later when 
the old Clipper was taken over, 
Rush was assigned to travel with 
the Barnum show for a few weeks. 
He was bored by that also and one 
night he rolled out of his bunk at 
a stop and took the next train back 
to New York, arriving with the ex- 
planation he couldn’t stand the 
dreary sameness. And yet he 
brought into the office a complete 
knowledge of circus routine and a 
keen grip on its problem.. 

Later on he became interested in 
Wall Street and when the picture 
business passed to the control of the 
bankers and bale after bale of pic- 
ture stock was dumped on the mar- 
ket, he set up in VARIETY a weekly 
analysis that soon became the out- 
standing authority on amusement 
stocks. 

Al was not continuously a mem- 
ber of VARIETY’s staff, but he always 
came back and always found a wel- 
come. For a time he returned to 
the Telegraph and on another occa- 
sion went to the New York Amer- 
ican. For two years he was on the 
desk of the Journal of Commerce. 
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;/ business. It 


His interest in the theatre was 
He 


made | did not affect to look down upon the 


was merely that he 


! was so mentally constituted that he 





| 1st Runs on Broadway 
| (Subject to Change) 


Paramount — ‘Four Fright- 
ened People’ (Par). 


Capitol 


‘Women in His Life’ 
(Metro). 
| Strand—‘Massacre’ (FN) (2d 
wk). 
Rialto—‘The Ghoul’ (U). 
Roxy—‘Beloved’ (U). 
Music Hall—‘As Husbands 
Go’ (Fox). 
Rivoli—‘Gallant Lady’ (UA) 
(2a wk). 
Hollywood — ‘Fashions of 
1934’ (WB) (2d wk). 


Criterion—‘Girls in Uniform’ 
(Indy (24). 
Week Feb. 2 


Paramount — ‘All 
(Par). 

Capitol — ‘You Can't 
Everything’ (Metro). 

Strand—‘Hi, Nellie’ (WB). 

Rialto—‘Double Tiger’ (Fox). 

Roxy—‘Sleepers East’ (Fox). 

Music Hall—‘Nana’ (UA). 


of Me’ 


Buy 


Rivoli—‘Gallant Laly’ (UA) 
(3d wk). 
Hollywood — ‘Fashions of 


1934’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Criterion—‘Girls in Uniform’ 
(Ind) (2d wk). 





$2 Pictures 


‘Queen Christina’ 
(Astor) (5th wk). 


(Metro) 











PAR PLANS TO TAKE 
BACK B’KLYN HOUSE 


Paramount is planning to reclaim 
operation of its Brooklyn Para- 
mount, ending the partnership ar- 
rangement which has existed since 
last August with Mort Shea. Since 
the new season, Shea has had com- 
plete control of the de luxer, with 
Bill Raynor in charge of the house. 
House, if going back to Par, goes 
under the direction of Boris Morros, 
who operates the Broadway Par. 
Early in February is the proposed 
takeover. Par had a one-year’s con- 
tract with Shea. Latter is reported 
stating he wouldn’t be sore if Par 
wants to take the house off his 
hands. Arrangement called for a 
50-50 split of the profits, if any. 
With redemption of the theatre 
by Par, stage shows would probably 
be built in New York by Morros, 
although no official notice has gone 
to Fanchon & Marco. Latter has 
a one year’s contract, made direct 
with Shea, to furnish the stage 
units for the Brooklyn de luxer. 
Presumption is that if Shea goes 
out, F&M units go with him. 

Shea is a Publix partner over 
around 15 Ohio and Pennsylvania 
houses, with operation vested 
wholly in Shea. 





Ottawa’s Showman-Mayor 
Clicks on Tax Cut Plan 


Ottawa, Jan. 22. 
Mayor Paddy Nolan of Ottawa is 








in office for life. Holding down the 
mayoralty for less than three weeks, 
Nolan has announced a reduction in 
the general tax rate for this year. 
Nolan is Ottawa’s most substan- 
tial theatre owner with the Avalon, 
Rexy and Columbia under his wing. 


SEEKS 51G ON ‘ALICE’ 
Pasadena, Jan. 22. 
Bard’s theatre is suing All Star 
Features Distributors, Inc., for $51,- 
330 on charges that the latter ran 
out on a contract to license the 
house to run ‘Alice in Wonderland’ 
for four days prior to Christmas. 
‘Alice’ in question is not the re- 
cent Paramount production, but an 
older film directed and produced by 
Bud Pollard for Unique release, with 
Ruth Gilbert playing ‘Alice.’ 





did not develop great enthusiasms. 
His only real engrossment was golf 
and he eagerly consulted a barome- 
ter above his desk to discover in 
advance what the weather was apt 
to be on his days off. He kept a 
driver in the office and in those 
off moments in late evening, while 
he was waiting for the others to 
come in with copy, it was his hobby 
to set up a waste basket at one end 
of the office and make practice 
shots. 

Few critics of the theatre or pic- 


tures of the current day possess 
the fund of knowledge that was 
Rush’s. 


Services will be held in Riverside 
Memorial Chapel at 12:30 today 
(Tuesday). 





32c on the 


$ for P. E 





‘Speedier Adjudication of the Bankrupt 


| Than First Seen 





Exploiteers Shifts 


Bob Gillham, accompanied by Bill 
Pine from the Par Coast studio, 
arrives in New York Thursday (25), 
first stopping off in Kansas City to 
visit Gillham’s folks. 

Pine comes east to succeed John 
C. Flinn. He will alternate between 
the east and west on exploitation. 

Gabe Yorke, who changes spots 
with Arch Reeve in a coastal inter- 
change by Fox, left New York Fri- 
day (19). Ralph Stitt has stepped 
into the Fox h.o. on press books 
and exploitation. 


Par-RKO Product Deal 
Forces Center Back 


To Split Wks at 40c 


After trying to evolve some new 
policy for-the RKO Center in Radio 
City, decision is to go back to split 
weeks, admission to remain 40c. 
This occurs on top of the ultimatum 
of Paramount that RKO pick up 
waiting product under the Par 
franchise, and results in immediate 
absorption of four Par pictures on 
a half week basis each at the Center. 
‘Sitting Pretty,’ set for the Center 
two days in advance of the opening 
Saturday (20), will be followed by 
‘White Woman’ tomorrow (Wednes- 
day); ‘Design for Living,’ Jan. 26 
and ‘Take a Chance’ Jan. 31. 

Since before Christmas RKO has 
been operating the Center on a pop 
run basis, picking product for house 
that had a chance of playing one 
and two weeks or more, including 
‘Little Women’ and ‘Flying Down to 
Rio.’ 











Incorporations 





NEW YORK 


Albany, 
8s. T. L. Productions, Inc.; 
vaudeville, etce.; capital stock, 
shares, no par value; Hal Skelly, 105 
West 55th street; Galem Bogue and 
Daniel R. Topping, 485 Madison avenue, 
all of New York. 

Herald Continuous Projector Corp., 
New York; motion picture mechanisms, 
etc.; capital stock, 200 shares, no par 
value; H. D. Klein, 415 East 23rd street, 
Brooklyn; S. Roden, 1665 Vyse avenue, 
Bronx, and S. Smiley, 1758 Union street, 
Brooklyn, 

Visual Instruction Supply Corp.; mo- 
tion picture apparatus, etc.; capital 
stock, 100 shares, no par value; Harry 
I. Rosen, Harold Finkle and Beatrice 
Gold, all of 274 Madison avenue, New 
York, 

Cross Bay-Sunrise Speedway Corp.; 
promote boxing and wrestling matches; 
capital stock, $60,500—4,100 shares, 2,000 
pfd. $25—2,100 com. $5; Dominick 
Massa, 130 Milford street, Brooklyn; 
Mark Jacob, 19 West 34th street, New 
York, and Priscilla Hotz, 217 Highland 
Place, Brooklyn. 

Fishbein Plays Agency, Inc.; pictures, 
plays, shows, etc.; capital stock, $5,000; 
Morris Fishbein and Sarah Fishbein, both 
of 762 East Third street, Brooklyn, and 


w Bs 
pictures, 
1,000 


Anna H. Seeling, 705 West l17lst street, 
New York. 

Bondel Theatrical Enterprise, Inc.; 
theatrical productions, vaudeville, ete.; 


capital stock, 100 shares, no par value; 
Lucille Delmar, 1564 Broadway, New 
York; Francis D. Gulliver, 52 East 68th 
street, New York, and Erma E. Bonney, 
105 West 55th street, New York. 

Century Operating Corp.; 
vaudeville, etc.; capital stock, 10 shares, 
no par value; Robt. F. Wilson, Jr., Jas. 
B. Field and John I. Dugan, all of 1501 
Broadway, New York. 

Cinema Sound Research, Ine.; pictures; 

capital stock, 100 shares, no par value; 
Thos. J. McManus, Leland P. Stallknecht 
and John P. Gilmartin, all of 1450 Broad- 
way, New York. 
Walchell Productions, Inc, Manhattan; 
pictures, vaudeville, etc.; capital stock, 
200 shares, no par value; Richard Wal- 
lace, 8170 Laurel View Drive, Hollywood, 
Cal.; Thos. Mitchell, Scarsborough-on- 
Hudson, N. Y., and Jess Smith, 551 Fifth 
avenue, New York. 

DeLuxe Amusement Corp., Troy; pic- 
tures, vaudeville, etc.; capital stock, 200 
shares, no par value; Isidore Frank and 
Arthur Rosenthal, both of 100 State 
street, Albany, and Benjamin Vener, 78 
State street, Albany. 

Otto Link & Co., Inc., Manhattan; 
musical instruments; capital stock, 200 
shares, no par value; Adele E. Link and 
Charles R. Muller, both of 2729 166th 
street, Flushing, and Vincent DePaul 
Murray, 132-17 Maple avenue, Flushing. 

Newpen Amusement Corp.; pictures, 
vaude, ete.; capital stock, 200 shares, no 
par value; Harry Eisenberg, Leah Tan- 
nenbaum and Jos. Allentuck, all of 621 
Fifth avenue, New York. 

Individual Victure Distributors, 
pictures, vaudeville, ete.; capital stock, 
100 shares, no par value; Gertrude Her- 
skowitz, 5651 Fifth avenue, New York, and 
Marguerite L. Spargo and Mary Emma 


pictures, 


Inc.; 





Curtiss, both of 11 West 42nd strect, New 
York. 

Radio Printing Corp.; printing and 
publishing business; capital stock, 200 
shares, no par value; Jacob Solot, Mor- 
decai Tell and Emma Adler, all of 1457 
Broadway, New York. 

Memory Production Co., Ine.; pictures, 
vaudeville, ete.; capital stock, 100 shares, 
no par value; Seymour E. Martinson, 








Creditors of Publix Enterprises, 
in bankruptcy since Jan. 26, a year 
ago, will receive an estimated 326 
on the dollar, according to a come 
putation of trustees that is as near 
accurate as it could be at this time, 
The figure is based on cash received 
and due the PE trustees, plus a 
speedier adjudication of the bank- 
rupt than envisioned and a bill for 
administration expenses that will be 
lower than expected. 

The 32c settlement on the dollar 
takes into consideration disallow- 
ance of $3.557,377 in future rent 
claims filed against P.E., which it 
is confidently hoped can be stricken 
from the list of liabilities to be 
liquidated. 

Question of these claims will ree 
main status quo until the U. S. Sue 
preme court in March decideg 
whether future rents under long- 
term leases are provable or not. 

This was not taken into account 
a couple of months ago when it 
looked certain that the creditors of 
PE would not get as much as 30¢ 
on every dollar owed them by the 
bankrupt estate. Since that time, 
coincident with purchase of the PB 
assets by Famous Theatres, outside 
creditor claims have been bought up 
here and there with the result that 
creditors now mostly number sube 
sidiaries of Paramount itself. 

Administration expenses of the 
trustee, Irving Trust Co., attorneys, 
auditors, ete., have not been com« 
puted as yet, but it will be cone 
siderably under $500,000, with no 
closer estimate than this made. This 
for over one year would compare 
markedly with the $295,000 asked 
for by Par under its equity re- 
ceivership, which lasted less than 
two months, 





e Omaha, Jan. 22, 

Assets of the bankrupt Publixs 
Nebraska Theatre Corp. in the form 
of fixtures and supplies were taken 
over by the recently formed Trie 
State Theatres Corp. Blank organe 
ization, for $14,000. Receiver J. W. 
Denman, Des Moines, also ane 
nounced that a meeting was held 
wherein creditors agreed to take 
20% on the dollar in payment of 
the remaining debts. 

The lease of the former Publixe 
Nebraska company on the World 
and State theatres was repudiated 
and a new deal arranged between 
Ralph D. Goldberg, chief stockholder 
in the realty company which owns 
the houses and recently taken in ag 
city manager by Tri-State group, 
and A. H. Blank, which gives later 
operating control of the houses. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Gabe Yorke. 
Earl Carroll. 
Harry Weber. 
Lionel Atwill. 
Ralph A. Kohn. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Mitchell Leisen. 
Edgar Selwyn. 
Robert Gillham. 
Eddie Mannix. 
Dale Van Every. 
Sylvia Sidney. 
Sam Katzman. 
Ruth Donnelly. 
Colleen Moore. 
Edmund Goulding. 
Jack Hayes. 
Sidney Fox. 

Carl Laemmle. 
Carl Laemmile, Jr. 











Benjamin Metviner and Nathan Vidaver, 
all of 25 West 43rd sreet, New York. 


CLASSIFICATION OF SHARES 
Central New York Broadcasting Corp. 
DISSOLUTIONS 


Amusement Corp.; filed by 
Bergoffen, 1301 Surf avenue, 


Bonrico 
Julian T. 
Brooklyn. 


CHANGE OF CAPITAL 


Orchard Beach Amusements, Inc., New 
York; 2,000 shares—1,000 pfd. $100 and 
1,000 com. no par value, increased to 
6,000 shares—1,000 pfd. $100 and 5,000 
com. no par value; filed by Bikur and 
Herts, 10 East 40th street, New York. 


OKLAHOMA 

Oklahoma City 
Gem Theater Muskogee Inc. 
Okla.; ] 5 Incorpor: 
B. Momand, C. E. Momand and 


Shawnee, 
itors, A. 
A. B 


Capial 3 900 


Momand, all of Shawnee. 

Idlehour Bridge Club of Tulsa, Tulsa, 
Okla. Capital none Incorporators, Ben 
F. Meiberger. W. W. Clark and O. 8&8. 
Booth, all of Tulsa 

State Theaters Pawhuska, Inc., Shawe 
nee, Okla Capital $5,000 Incorporae 
tors, A. B. Momand, C. E. Momand and 


A. S. Momand, all of Shawnee, 
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Code Question Box 





This Question Box is essentially for theatre owners, but 


individuals or 


organizations in any phase of the film business may avail themselves 
of its use. There is no charge. 
Variety will answer queries by publication, but will not publish name 


or address of the interrogator. 


tification 


is essential before further 


Anonymous letters will be ignored. Iden- 


consideration. 


Variety will try to interpret and answer to submitted problems dur- 


ing the time the industry is waiting on the Code Authority, via both 


major and independent codists. 
It will be appreciated 
typewritten. 


if letters are 
But above all state the question clearly. 


and 
come- 


possible 


Address 


made as brief as 


munications to Code Editor, Vartrery, 154 West 46th St., N. Y. 





As to ‘Affiliated’ 
(Q) Does the word ‘affiliated’ re- 
lating to exhibitors mean only such 
theatres as Fox, Loew, RKO, War- 


mers, Publix, where the producer 
name is openly advertised? 
(A) No. 


(Q) Can theatres such as Skouras, 
Shea, Fay and Comerford 
be classed as ‘unaffiliated even 
though it is generally believed that 
the major distributors have some 
kind of financial interest in them? 


(A) They cannot. This issue was 
partly fought out during the code’s 
inception in Washington when all 
such theatres were ruled for the 
classification of ‘affiliated.’ As the 
code is interpreted by some of the 
code specialists a theatre is ‘affili- 
ated’ if owned by a producer and 
leased to an exhibitor providing the 
deal is percentage. If, however, such 
lease is based on flat rental and the 
exhibitor is the lessee in the legal 
sense of the word, then that house’s 
status with the industry during the 
term of the lease is ‘unaffiliated.’ 

(Q) On page 249 of the official 
print of the code (Pari 2, B) it men- 
tions that disputes may be settled 
by one arbitrator on each side while 
on page 255 (VIII, 2, A) it states that 
there must be two arbitrators for 


Schine, 


each side. LtCan you explain this 
seeming ambiguity? 
(A) Among independent codists 


there is some hesitancy in answer- 
ing this question. In major circles, 
however, it is quickly dispatched. 
On arbitration of contract disputes 
parties to the action can exercise 
the alternative of having one or two 
arbtrators. The code clearly pro- 
vides for arbitration of union dis- 
putes which comes under a different 
eategory. 

(Q) The Code states that where an 
exhibitor has a selective contract for 
less than 85% of a company’s prod- 
uct the exhibitor must reject each 
picture in writing (up to the number 
which may be rejected) ‘within 21 
days after its date of availability in 
the exchange center wherein is 
located the exhibitor’s theatre. Just 
what is the meaning of the phrase 
‘date of availability in the exchange 
territory?’ For example, one branch 
manager has written me that the 
phrase means ‘National Release 
Date. If that is true why doesn’t 
the code say so? 

(A) Independent codists answer 
this by saying that ‘date of availa- 
bility’ means the release date of a 
picture in a particular zone. It does 
not mean ‘National Release date.’ 

(Q) My contract is a second run 
contract, In this particular case the 
exchange is always late in selling 
their first run account, so that it is 
usually March before the first run 
pictures released are played by the 
first run account. Must I select in 
August the pictures that I cannot 
use before the following April? And 
if I must select them what informa- 
tion have I about the picture? The 
outlying exchanges frequently have 
no print, no advertising, no press 
book on the date of national release. 
Sometimes the exchanges have never 
heard of a picture after it has been 
nationally released. 

(A) You do not have to make any 
selection until after the picture is 
in its first run in your zone. If by 
that time the exchange has no ex- 
ploitation material you can preview 
it yourself at the first run. This is 
according to the viewpoint of vet- 
fran codists who had considerable 
to do with the forming of the code. 


Grievance Boards and Shorts 


in spreading 





(Q) What is the significance of a 
distributor being limited to selling | 
only two reels of shorts with every 


feature? | 


result in the ex- 
hibitor overbuying on shorts. The 
current complaints’ on this subject 
are principally from exhibitors who 
use double features and do not re- 
quire so many short subjects or any. 
The code represents a compromise 
between exhibitors and distributors. 
The difficulty in covering it is that 
no one can tell, even major code spe- 
cialists admit, where persuasion ends 
and coercion begins. The code tries 
to correct the matter without de- 
stroying the established custom of 
marketing features and shorts to- 
gether, by prohibiting a distributor 
from unreasonably overloading an 
exhibitor with short subjects. 

(Q) I have several contracts with 
distributors, signed, one a few 
months ago and one about a year 
ago. These contracts I do not wish 
to fulfil for several reasons, such 
as having sold the theatres and also 
misrepresentations as to availability. 
What I want to know is: Can dis- 
tributors bring these contracts up 
before a grievance board? If they 
can it means suicide for me to sign 
the code, for the simple reason that 
it looks to me, from the names sug- 
gested for the boards, that it is an- 
other case of Film Boards owned 
body and soul by the distributors. 

(A) Grievance boards have noth- 
ing to do with arbitration pertaining 
to contracts of this character. If 
your contracts contain an arbitration 
clause the code provides they must 
besubmitted to arbitration in your 
locality. 

(Q) JI take the position that these 
Grievance Boards can rule on all 
contracts on which there may be an 
argument, provided the contract is 
signed after the date upon which I 
sign the code, but against that point 
comes out the fact that distributors 
are forced to give us a 10% cancel- 
lation on features. Does this mean 
in return for the 10% cancellation 
these boards are given the power to 
rule on these contracts? 

(A) Again, the answer is that, 
the Grievance Boards, according to 
best code authorities, have nothing 
to do with film contracts. 


accordingly, may 





CODE VIOLATIONS 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 

Opening a new angle of attack on 
the major companies, soundmen, 
through International Sound Tech- 
nicians, local 695, LTATSE, filed 
charges with the L. A. Regional 
Labor Board, alleging that the stu- 
dios which are members of the Pro- 
ducers Association are violating 
labor provisions of the industry 
code in employment of sound tech- 
nicians. 

The complaint was drawn and 
filed by the union as representative 
of the craft under the code through 
recent vote of soundmen. It charges 
that the producing companies are 
not living up to the pact in that 
sound crews, outside of mixers and 
recorders, are not essential to a pro- 
duction unit and should not be 
worked over a total of 40 hours 
weekly, as provided in the code 
set-up. The local also alleges that 
the producers are not co-operating 
employment among 
soundmen, and ask for a ruling 
making it mandatory for producers 
to replace all sound workers except 
recorders and mixers, after 40 hours 
of work in any one week. 

Companies and individuals named 
in the complaint include Paramount, 





Columbia, Universal, Hal 

Metro, Fox, Warners, Radio, Edu- 
cational, United Artists and Pat 
Casey. The latter is labor repre- 
| sentative for the Havs organization. 

(A) it is aimed at a _ practice 
which exhibitors allege has devel- 
oped into an abuse, in many in- More Code 

. . ° } 

Stances. The abuse, they claim, is | 
that a distributor refuses to license | Further 
features to an exhibitor unless the 
exhibitor agrees to b ill the shorts 


ise a) that distrib 


news on code mat- | 
ters will be found on page 19. | 








Rosy Points to Squawks 
Now Settled Under Code 


Washington, Jan. 22. 
Unfair trade practice complaints 





Rosenblatt on the Coast, Will Give 





under the film code have been 
|ironed out in 43 cases, while 33 la- | 
|bor disputes in the exhibition field | 
have been settled quietly. 

Dispute over labor conditions in | 
Dubinsky houses in St. Joseph, Mo.., | 
turned over to the St. | 


has been 
Louis regional labor board, Divi- | 
sional Administrator Rosenblatt 


are in the hands of arbitrators. Na- 
tional Labor Board has indefinitely 
postponed the hearing between 
Loew's State, New Orleans, and its 
employees. New Orleans row has 
been shelved at request of disput- 
ing parties which say they are con- 
fident they will reach an under- 
standing. 


PIX WILL TELL 
NRA A 32-HOUR 
WEEK IS O.K- 


Film leaders are anticipating a 
surprise move when some 120 Code 
Authorities of all industries appear 
in one group before General Hugh 
S. Johnson in Washington early 
next month. They are certain that 
the NRA will tell 1,000 high priests 
of codedom that ‘now is the time 
to re-regulate salaries and hours.’ 

With this in mind, picture codists 
doubtlessly will have their answer 
to any proposition from the Govern- 
ment regarding fewer hours and 
more pay. 

In reliable sources it is predicted 
that filmdom will accede to a 32- 
hour week if all other industries 
agree to the same. 

From the picture perspective it 
is held that while the change will 
involve necessarily greater over- 
head to the business it will also 
open up new revenue to the in- 
dustry with the marked reduction 
in unemployment which will follow 
the move. 


P. A.’s Pass Buck Back 
To Theatres’ Heads 
On Prize Contests 


The first needle in the film code’s 
haystack—a question for which 
even code specialists have no 
answer—has finally revealed itself 
to the press agents of the business 
as that one on contests. After a 
strenuous third session, with no 
more luck in the hunt than during 
the first two, J. J. McCarthy’s lad- 
dies decided to pass the hunt on to 
their elders, the circuit heads. 

This means that the clause is 
back where it started from, as Col. 
Ed Schiller of Loew’s first raised 
the issue. The press agents are as 
desirous of uniformity, so they are 
going to abide by whatever deci- 
sion is reached by the theatre men. 


revealed, and three labor ‘orn Nas 














C. A. MEETS AT ASTOR 
Code Authority meets today (23) 
in the Hotel Astor, N. Y. 
Regular quarters in Radio City 
will not be ready for another week. 


|} representatives as 


Special Eye to H’'wood Chiseling 
But Enforcement Will Be Local 





Not as Much Opposish 
To Trade Boards’ Secs: 


While opposition against’ the 
naming of Film Board of Trade 
paid secretaries 
for code committees throughout the 
country is developing, the same is 
not as great as was expected in 


major parts. 
Certain indie exhib chieftains 
who even a few weeks ago said 


they would ‘fight to the last’ against 
such appointments, now are soft- 
ening to the point where they con- 
cede many of the committees will 
probably have former trade board 
people as secretaries. 

These appointments, like all of 
tHe others, are up to the Code Au- 
thority. It shapes up right now 
that in many cases the authority 
will be virtually unanimous on cer- 
tain of the present trade board sec- 
retaries for these jobs. 


INDIES KICK 
ON SOUND 
PROBLEM 


Hollywood, Jan, 22. 

Independent producers claim they 
will attempt to get their contracts 
with Local 695 of the IATSBD abro- 
gated through the code on the 
theory that under the union agree- 
ment they are forced to pay up to 
$185 a week for sound technicians, 
while majors can hire members of 
this craft for around $8.50 a day, 
under the IBEW agreement. 

Indies point out that this makes 
for unfair competition in direct op- 
position to the spirit of the NRA 
pact. Th&r complaint will be laid 
before Divisional Administrator Sol 
A. Rosenblatt when he reaches here, 

Peculiar angle of the _ indies’ 
squawk on the unfair competition 
wail is that the same argument is 
being used by the IATSE soundmen 
to get a boost from the majors. 

Most of the indies have a closed 
shop agreement with IA, while the 
majors following the IA strike last 
summer now recognize only IBEW 
and its scale of $7 for six hours 
work, 

With indie producers seeking to 
get a wage reduction on the unfair 
competition angle and the IA trying 
to get a boost from the majors by 
the same argument it leaves Ros- 
enblatt again in the middle. 


Grubbs Resigns 
Hollywood, Jan. 22. 
Cc. W. Grubbs, NRA compliance 
director in California, returns to 
Washington as director of the Bu- 
reau of Domestic Commerce. 


Succeeded by Charles Cunning- 
ham, deputy director. 














Govt. Pressure If Any Delay on 
uestionnaires, First One Comes Back 





Washington, Jan. 22. 
Any organized movement to 
withhold salary info called for in 
NRA questionnaires will be met 
by exercise of combined powers of 





> > 
toach,a the Government and the code au- 


i thority, NRA indicated last week. 


Power to collect information re- 
quired to facilitate code enforce- 
ment is reserved to the code au- 
thority so that any organized bolt 
will be followed by a demand from 
the police outfit that information be 
submitted. Federal Trade Commis- 





First questionnaire to be returned 
came in in record time and was 
in Rosenblatt’s hands 96 hours 
after the blanks went into the mail. | 
a small chain exhib. | 

Refusal to return questionnaires 
it the present stage may be con- | 

rued as a code violation, although 
the pact does not require members | 

f the industry to supply statistics 

* facts to the NRA direct 


It came from 


|}are also likely to be turned loose if 
; there is any challenge to the Gov- 


|termplated to 


sion and Internal Revenue Bureau 


ernment in this matter. 

Much of the dope requested al- 
in Government possession, 
through Trade Commission and | 
Revenue Bureau efforts. A cross- 


ready is 


+ 


l|his assistant, 





check of income tax returns is con- 
make employers | 
complete confession. 


sure 
iv@ Maue@ a 


—— 


Hollywood, Jan, 22. 


Sol A. Rosenblatt, interviewed at 


Albuquerque, declared that he and 
Maurice Legendre, 
will make a thorough investigation 
of all chiseling charges that have 
been lodged against any one in the 
industry, but refused to name who 
the charges were made against, or 
by whom they were filed. 
Rosenblatt also refused to tell 


what action he will take in the 
event he finds the charges to be 
true, simply saying, ‘They will be 
handled in the usual way.’ 


He says he will meet with the 
producers in Hollywood and make 
his findings public there at the con- 
clusion of his stay which will last 
about 10 days. Says he will also 
meet with soundmen and camera 
representatives, but will not allow 
himself to be injected into their 
quarrels nor will he become a party 
to the sundry Guilds’ Academy 
fracases. 

Rosenblatt says he will not leave 
anyone behind him in Hollywood 
as his representative, and _ that 
Hollywood affairs will be handled 


by local reps, who are now on the. 


ground, 

He was disinclined to discuss the 
extra situation, simply stating that 
it would be looked into. 

The code, he says, has proved it- 
self 100% successful, and with the 
exception of revisions agreed upon 
in Washington last fall, it will be 
carried out as it now stands. In 
the same breath, however, he stated 
that the code has not had a chance 
to work itself out. 

He denied knowing anything 
about producers’ refusal to fill out 
NRA questionnaires and insisted 
that the code, as written, is suffi- 
cient to take care of the industry. 

He reiterated the statement he 
has made no engagements, social or 
otherwise, on the coast. 

Mrs. Rosenblatt, Ben Berinstein, 
president of the Southern Califor- 
nia Exhibitors’ and several un- 
named exhibs were on the train with 
him. 

The Rosenblatt party was to ar- 
rive in Pasadena Monday night (22) 
and go directly to the Beverly Wil- 
shire Hotel, where Rosenblatt will 
make his headquarters while here. 


INDIES STAY ON FENCE 
AS TO MORAL MATTERS 


Admitting that they ‘just wanted 
to keep Hays guessing,’ spokesmen 
for indie producers see where they 
will soon be submitting their ad 
copy to J. J. McCarthy the same as 
the majors. But, they aver, produc- 
tion igs another matter. 

The indies are not in sympathy 
with the majors’ ambition to make 
the industry’s screen morals so good 
that states will abolish censor 
boards. They say, boastfully, that 
they have a production code that is 
higher than Hays’, This code, they 
maintain, is present state and mu- 
nicipal censorship. 

The indies’ and the Hays’ adver- 
tising mill wilt doubtlessly be set- 
tled this weex at a general session 
of the Federation of the Motion Pic- 
ture Industry. Even with an okay 
for McCarthy’s rubber’ stamps, 
doubt is expressed whether the in- 
dies will live up to advertising rul- 
ings. Some already are _ frank 
enough to state that if the Hays 
group rejects copy that they, the 
indies, consider okay they will use 
it anyway. 

This is held up as an illustration 
of what may be expected from the 
indie ranks until the Code Author- 
ity, or the NRA, slaps down morals 
for all. 


On Etnics 
Washington, Jan. 22. 
Film ethies, in relation to the 
NRA code, will be discussed by 


Rosenblatt at a meeting of the Na- 


tional Board of Review at the 
Pennsylvania hotel, New York, 
Feb. 3. 

Film code boss will likely explain 
why more. stringent restrictions 
agains pictures were not writ- 
ten into the pact and outline how 
NRA ¢ s to stimulate producers 
tm clean un tt A 
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LA Ist Runs Can't Hold Steady Gait, 
‘ALL of Me’ Best Currently at $14,000; 


9° 


Los Angeles, Jan. 22 


First run houses just cannot hold 
up to a steady money getting gait. 
Most plausible reason is, of course, 
the screen fare. This week the new 
pictures are just film with custom- 
ers seeming to sense that fact. 

‘All of Me,’ at the Paramount, 
looks the current week’s leader on 
around $14,000. Chinese is in its 
fifth and final week with ‘Little Wo- 
men’ and will hit around $13,009. 
‘As Husbands Go,’ at State, not s9 
hot with same for the two Warn- 
ers housing ‘Big Shakedown,’ which 
will not touch over $9,500 in th? 
combined take. ‘Let’s Fall in Love’ 
off to neat start at the RKO and 
will hit around the $7,000 mark, 


Estimates for This Week 


Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 55- 
$1.65) —‘Little Women’ (Radio) and 
stage show (5th week). For the 
home stretch this one wll hit 
around $13,000. Last week, fourth 
stanza, surprisingly good at $16,500. 

Criterion (Tally) (1,600; 25-40)-- 
‘Angkor’ (Merrick). Rather weak 
sister here and may run a total of 
$2,000 which is loss. Last week ‘The 
Road to Ruin’ (W. Kent) plenty 
floppo at $1,400. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Big Shakedown’ (FN). Off to 
start of less than $600 for opening 
day may trot to $4,200. Last week 
‘Convention City’ (WB) best attrac- 
tion house has had in long stretch 
showed plenty profit on stanza at 
$11,700. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Big Shakedown’ (FN). Plenty 
weak with preview thrown in for 
first time Friday nite to help out 
may hit around $5,000. Last week 
‘Convention City’ (WB) a life saver 
for house winding up with around 
$12,800. 

Los Angeles (Wm. Fox) (2,800; 
15-35)—‘Horse Play’ (U) and ‘Wo- 
man’s Man’ (Mono), split. Rather 
weak double combination will hit 
about $3,800. Last week ‘Under Se- 
ecret Orders’ (Progressive) and ‘You 
Made Me Love You’ (Majestic) did 
slough business of $3,500. 

Mirror (Lazarus-Vinnicof) (1,034; 
25-40)—‘Roman Scandals’ (UA) (21 
week). Getting odds and ends of 
trade missed previous week and wiil 
tune in at around $2,200. Last week, 
first stanza came home with around 
$4,500 which is very big for the 
house. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 25-35-40) 
—‘Should Ladies Behave’ (MG) and 
stage show. Neither stage or screen 
fare mean a thing and house will 
be lucky to hit $4,500. Last week 
‘By Candlelight’ (U) had a hard 
road to travel and at the final count 
hit $4,400. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 25- 
40)—‘All of Me’ (Par) and stage 
show. With Harry Rose topping 
the stage, balance of an inexpensive 
all-around bill house will cash 
nicely with $14,000. Last week ‘The 
Last Round Up’ (Par) and Mills 
srothers heading stage show came 
home with a big $18,600. 

RKO (2,950; 25-40)—‘Let’s Fall 
in Love’ (Col). Started off at nice 
clip and will tune off with around 
$7,000. Last week ‘Counsellor at 
Law’ (U) did exceptionally well ia 
hitting just over the $6,000 mark. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 25-40)-- 


‘As Husbands Go’ (Fox). Trade a 
bit of a let-down from previous 
week. Picture does not lend itseif 


to attracting trade on its title so 
house will have to do best it can 
with a take of around $11,000. Last 
week ‘Dinner at Eight’ (MG) on 
eight-day stretch hit the finishing 
tape with $16,300, very good. 

United Artists (Grauman) (2,100; 
25-35-40-55)—TI’m No Angel’ (Par) 
(3d week). Staying four days for 
final week and will come home with 
around $4,500. Last week, second 
stanza just fair with $8,000. 





Lincoln on the Upbeat, 
‘Take a Chance,’ $2,100 


P Lincoln, Jan. 22. 

Biz has done a nip-up here sinee 
the new year started and patrons 
are coming forth. Crowds are more 
plentiful on the streets at matinee 
time as well as nights. The squawk 
about the higher adm. houses has 
stopped. 

Quality of pies in town this week 
is better than for a long stretch. 
New York squawked when it found 
‘Flying Down to Rio’ was slated for 
a two-bit top at the Lincoln. 
‘Dinner at 8’ rates the de-luxer 
price of 40c. Bob Livingston, LTC 
mer., grabbed up sobby Merkle, 
youthful mind reader, for a p. a, 
at the Orph and will use him to 
warm the house for Cecil and Sally 
the following week. Everything is 


very rosy down theatre row. 

Estimates for This Week 
Colonial (LTC) (750; 10-15)— 
Day of Reckoning’ (MG). Looks| 
off kev for here, fair $950. Last 





+ 
| week ‘Captured’ (WB) and 
| Cowboy’ (MG) oke week, $1,000. 
Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-15-25) 
‘Flying Down to Rio’ (RKO). At 
these prices will play to marvelous 


crowds. Gross of $3,400 expected, 
good. Last week ‘Sons of the 
Desert (MG) nicely to $2,900. 


Orpheum (LTC) (1,300; 10-15-20) 
—Take a Chance’ (Par) with Bobby 
Merkle making a personal appear- 
ance. Oke at $2,100. Last week 
‘Prizefighter «nd the Lady’ (MG) 
first and second run of ‘Horse- 
feathers (Par) last half took all 
right $1,800. 

Rialto (Bard) (1,000; 10-15-20)— 
‘Skyway’ (Mono) and ‘Lady for a 
Day’ (Col). Dualled for fair $1,000. 
Last week ‘Road to Ruin’ (Cap) 
boosted the house considerable but 
was veering off badly at the week 
end, $2,200 oke. 

State (Monroe) (500; 10-15-25)— 
‘Man’s Castle’ (Col). With over- 
powering competish, expect $1,000. 
Last week Straightaway’ (Col) and 
Before Midnight’ (Col) dualled paid 
the bills with $750. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40)— 
‘Dinner at 8’ (MG). Should do ex- 
cellently with a midnight preview 
Friday (19) to start it off. Expect 
$3,600 for an oke-e-doe run. Last 
week ‘Her Sweetheart’ (MG) evened 
off with a nice $3,600. 


Roxy, Seattle, Books 
Round-Up’ to Bolster 
‘Let’s Fall in Love’ 


Seattle, Jan. 22. 


What may presage another price 
war in Seattle became effective this 
week at the Paramount theatre, 
where new policy provides six vaude 
acts, single feature, shorts, stage 
band and organ at old time stand- 
ard admish prices of 10-20-30, with 
the dime being for the kids, and 
the 20 cents matinees and balcony 
at all times, there being 1,500 bal- 
cony seats at that low figure night- 
ly. 
This is radical and even desperate 
test to make the Paramount jell. 
Everything else has been tried. Now 
a good, big show at record low 
prices is on tap. Vaude does not 
rate big time, but it’s the standard 
stuff now to be had, consisting of 
Levy time, booked out of L. A. 
Jules Buffano is back on the stage, 
with his band, this being his third 
time back to this house, which he 
opened a few years ago. Don Isham 
presides at the Wurlitzer. The acts 
work in front of the band, which 
is well back on the stage. Harry 
Woodin, manager, and Morrie Nim- 
mer, assistant, are handling this 
Evergreen house. 
Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 25- 
35)—Invisible Man’ (U). Trying 
hard to sell this one, expected $4,- 











000 is good. Last week, ‘Advise to 
the Lovelorn’ (UA), nobody inter- 
ested, weak at $2,300. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,800; 15- 
25)—‘Blonde Bombshell’ (MG), and 
‘Tillie and Gus’ (Par), dual, hitting 
fair $3,000. Last week, ‘I’m No 
Angel’ (Par), and ‘Headline Shooter’ 
(RKO), a natural, big at $5,100. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,400; 
25-40)—‘Dinner at Eight’ (Par). 
Playing up the stars and pop prices. 
Headed for sporty $13,000. Last 
week, ‘Havana Widows’ (Par) with 
Anson Weeks band having the pull, 
kept building and surprised with 
socko $12,500; great. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 10-25)— 
‘You Made Me Love You’ (Maj), and 
‘The Fighting Code’ (Col), dual, 
around $4,000. Last week, ‘Cross 
Country Cruise’ (U), and ‘16 Fath- 
oms Deep’ (Mono), dual, fair $3,400. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25-35) 
—House on 56th St.’ (WB). Second 
week, looks like $2,500. Last week, 
same film, good at $4,800. 

Orpheum (Oldkfiow) (2,700; 25-35) 
—His Double Life’ (Par), with Lil- 
lian Gish and Roland Young, and 
‘Big Shakedown’ (FN), with special 
exploitation, anticipated $4,000, fair. 
Last week ‘Convention City’ (FN), 
and ‘Miss Fane’s Baby Is Stolen’ 
(Par), dual, shows profit at good 
$4,800. Held up to the end. 

Paramount (Evergreen) 
20-30)—‘Fugitive Lovers’ 
Playing up Robert Montgomery; 
Jules Buffano 12-piece band on 
stage, Don Isham, organist, and six 
vaude acts, with Florence Mayo, 
‘Pansy the Horse,’ headlining; other 
acts on opening bill: 3 Step Sons, 
Val Setz, Vitaphone Four, Rita and 
Rubens Trio, and George and Jack 
Dormonde, Expected to gross around 


(3,106; 
(MG). 


$7,000, very big here. Last week, 
‘Should Ladies Behave’ (MG) and 
‘Orient Express’ (Fox), dual, slow 


at $2,500. 

Roxy (J-vH) (2,300; 25-35)—‘Let’s 
Fall in Love’ (Col). House added 
‘Last Roundup’ (Par) to strengthen 
this weakling: $4,000 in sight. Last 
i week, ‘Beloved’ (17) alone got $3,100. 





‘Lone 


NEWARK NIFTY 


Rio’ Strong for $16,000—‘8 Girls 
With ‘Shuffle’ Tab, $14,000 


Newark, Jan. 22. 

Loew’s is illustrating this week 
how they can stay away. Last wee 
‘Dinner at Eight’ packed them in 
but ‘Fugitive Lovers,’ despite a goo'l 
ballyhoo is taking nothing. They 
are going to Proctor’s where ‘Fly- 
ing Down to Rio’ with S.R.O. open- 
ing is headed for $16,000 or better. 
‘Eight Girls in a Boat’ at the New- 
ark greatly helped by ‘Shuffle Alons’ 
on the stage should do a nice $14,000. 
‘Little Women’ direct from two 
week at Proctor’s should pull the 
Terminal close to a nice $4,500. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-65)— 
‘Easy to Love’ (WB) and ‘Bomba, 
Mail’ (U). Not likely to be in the 
competition this week but will be 
okay with about $8,500. Last week 
‘Convention City’ (FN) and ‘Ma- 
dame Spy’ (U) good enough witn 
$10,800. 
Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35-50: 
—‘House on 56th Street’ (WB) andi 
‘Take a Chance’ (Par). Should be 
okay but not hot with about $4,300. 
Last week ‘Dancing Lady’ (MG) and 
‘Broken Dreams’ (FD), $4,500. 
Loew’s State (2,780; 15-75) — 
‘Fugitive Lovers’ and vode. Open- 
ing like a dud and will be going to 
make a bad $10,000. Last week ‘Din- 
ner at Fight’ (MG) splendid at $21,- 
000. 
Newark (Par-Adams) (2,248; 15- 
99)—‘Eight Girls in a Boat’ (Par) 
and ‘Shuffle Along’ (tab). Colored 
unit gets credit for strong opening 
which presages an okay $14,009. 
Last week ‘Girl Without a Room’ 
(Par) fair at $12,000. 
Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 25-35-40- 
60-75-85)—‘Flying Down to Rio’ 
(RKO) and vode. Swell on week- 
end and may beat a good $16,009. 
Last week second of ‘Little Women’ 
(RKO) good at nearly $14,000. 
Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25- 
35-40) — ‘Little Women’ (RKO). 
Taking eight days to return to Sat- 
urday opening. With extra adver- 
tising continued and not shown in 
suburbs and residentials yet draw- 
ing plenty and should be good a: 
$4,500. Last week ‘Sleepers East 
(Fox) and ‘Son of Kong’ (RKO) on 
six days fine at $4,800. 


All-Mickey Mouse Show 
Drew 1,800 K. C. Kids; 
‘Convention City,’ 176’s 


Kansas City, Jan. 22. 


Amusements got a perfect 
weather break over the week end, 
real spring temperature, and the 
customers were out in numbers. 
Mainstreet is back again with a 
stage show, Morton Downey and 
‘Melody and Madness’ added to the 
picture, ‘Convention City,’ and the 
house is going strong. 

Midland with its 25-cent policy is 
also in the running with :Fugtive 
Lovers. Saturday morning this 
house gave a special kid show, ‘Walt 
Disney’s Cartoonland Revue,’ in- 
cluding ‘Three Little Pigs,’ ‘Old 
King Cole,’ ‘Babes in the Woods,’ 
‘Lullaby Land,’ “Trader Mickey,’ 














‘Touchdown Mickey’ and ‘Mickey's 
Nightmare. Regular 25-cent price 
prevailed and over 1,800 admissions 
were registered. 
Estimates for This Week 
Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-40- 
60)—‘Convention City’ (FN) and 
‘Melody and Madness’ revue with 
Morton Downey. Opened strong and 
held up great over the week end. 
Should get $17,000, very big. Last 
week ‘Counsellor at Law’ (U) drew 
good reviews and turned in $6,000. 
Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25)—‘Fu- 
gitive Lovers’ (MG). Got away to 
a good start Saturday and is ex- 
pected to show close to $12,500, fair. 
Last week ‘Roman Scandals’ (UA), 
$20,000, big. 
Newman (Par) (1,800; 25-40)— 
‘All of Me’ (Par). Opened Thurs- 
day, replacing ‘Eight Girls in a 
Boat,’ which was not going so hot. 
Looks like $9,000 for eight days, 
fair. Last week ‘Eight Girls in a 
Boat’ (Par), six days, $6,000. 
Uptown (Fox) (2,040)—‘Bood Bye 
Again’ (FN). Long list of ‘names’ 
helped and is expected to draw $3,- 
600. Last week ‘I Am Suzanne’ 
(Fox) around $3,500. 


‘Nellie’ and ‘Advice’ Buck 
Each Other in New Haven 


New Haven, Jan. 22. 

Booking coincidence has ‘Hi Nel- 
lie and its twin sister, ‘Advice to 
Lovelorn,’ playing next door to each 
other, with ‘Nellie’ looking to cop 
top money. 

Indications all around point to 
slump over last week’s total busi- 
ness, with no reason apparent unless 
they’re just holding off till last half. 


Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 35-50) 
—‘All of Me’ (Par). Second feature 
originally booked, but yanked after 
one look, leaving ‘Me’ to stand on its 
own. Rather light fare, with mod- 
rate $5,2000 indicated, but should 
show a profit. Last week ‘Miss 
Fane’s Baby’ (Par) and ‘The Chief’ 
(MG), left a bad taste in the mouth 
with a heart-breaking $3,100. 

Poli’s (Poli) (3,040; 35-50)—‘Gal- 
lant Lady’ (WA) and ‘Before Mid- 
night’ (Col). Around $8,800 will 
leave everybody happy. Last week 
‘Flying Down to Rio’ (RKO), as a 
single, rushed ’em in and out to tune 
of handsome $11,000. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50) —‘Hi Nellie’ (WB) and ‘Candle- 
light’ (U). Muni draw, aided by oke 
second feature, should reach $5,000, 
not bad. Last week ‘Massacre’ 
(WB) and ‘Meanest Gal in Town’ 
(RKO), second Barthelmess film in 
a row to take a licking. Pretty sad 
at $3,800. 

College (Poli) (1,565; 25-40)—‘Ad- 
vice to Lovelorn’ (UA) and ‘Sigma 
Chi’ (Mono). Fair start, but will 
probably peter last half. Headed for 
satisfactory $4,500, however. Last 
week ‘Mr. Skitch’ (Fox) and ‘Broken 
Dreams’ (Mono) shattered house 
record at $5,700. Rogers was the 
big draw, but heavy word-of-mouth 
on kid star of ‘Dreams’ put on fin- 
ishing touch to box office assault. 











Boston Full of Clicks 





Pickford in Person 


$50,000 — ‘Christina’ 


$16,000—‘Suzanne,’ $13,000 





Boston, Jan. 22. 

Whole town’s theatre-minded 
thanks to the oodles of before-and- 
after publicity, busting all records 
for space-crashing hereabouts. All 
houses benefiting. It was the peak 
of the struggle that came after Ed 
Smith at Met took the Charlie 
Koerner challenge for bigger and 
better shows. 


Estimates for This Week 

Majestic (Shuberts) (1,600; $1.65 
top)—‘Queen Christina’ (MG) given 
one of splurgiest ballyhoos and 
premieres Rialto has had. _ First 
week should be socko for $16,000, 
capacity. 

Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘I Am Suzanne’ (Fox) given swell 
press agenting and likely to come 


under wire at plenty nice $13,500. 
Last week ‘Man’s Castle’ (Col) 
around $11,000. 


Boston (RKO) (4,000; 35-50-65)— 
‘As Husbands Go’ (Fox) and Doris 
Kenyon topping stage bill. Advance 
crashed every paper, every depart- 
ment, even society columns with 
pictures of the film lady entertain- 
ing local bluebloods. Seemingly 
geared for $25,000. Last week ‘Let’s 
Fall in Love’ (Col) and Bert Lahr 
on stage started slow but built up 
to very profitable $21,000. 

Orpheum (Loew’s) (3,000; 30-40- 
50)\—‘Roman Scandals’ (UA) and 





vaude; peak biz over quite a long 
period; jammed most of the time. 
Prospect is $17,500, hey-hey. Last 
week ‘Dinner at Eight’ (MG) and 
vaude, finished to velvety $14,000. 

State (Loew’s (3,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Gallant Lady’ (UA). Best film in 
town doing grand biz for this spot 
which has for the most part been 
slumpish due to product averaging 
poor. Fred Roche for producers 
spread a notable ballyhoo in and 
out of town, and very first day saw 
finest audiences spot has seen in 
months. Film got applause which 
is rare event in Boston. May reach 
$14,000. Last week ‘Fugitive 
Lovers’ (MG) better than so-so, for 
$11,500. 

Met (M&P) (4,330; 30-40-50-65)— 
‘All of Me’ (Par) and Mary Pick- 
ford. Saturday intake broke all 
records for this spot. Mary Pick- 
ford doing six shows a day. Ova- 
tion at one show lasted minutes. ; 
looks like $50,000. ‘Miss Fane's 
Baby Is Stolen’ (Par) and Cab Cal- 
loway show on stage last week got 
$34,500, excellent. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800: 35-45- 
55)—‘Convention City’ (WB) and 
‘His Double Life’ (Par release), giv- 
ing spot one of best doubles it has 
had around = $11,500. Last week 
‘Eight Girls in a Boat’ (Par) and 
‘Olsen’s Big Moment’ (Fox) proved 
but a fair combine at $8,000. 





|average $2,300. 


Goldwyn ‘Scandals’ Smacko, $19,000: 
Cincy No Like Kidnap 


Theme, $4,000 


Cincinnati, Jan. 22. 

Mazda midway’s main magnet 
currently is ‘Roman Scandals,’ which 
is creating a b. 0. holiday for the 
Albee, This attraciion was accord- 
ed lotsa plugging in the dailies via 
enlarged ads and a 12-day ‘what is 
Cantor saying?’ contest in the 
Times-Star, $30 being the top award 
of $104 in cash prizes. Another spe. 
cial publicity campaign was cone 
ducted on ‘Miss Fane’s Baby Is 
Stolen,’ but with sorry results. Biz 
at other major spots is a bit bete 
ter than average, ‘By Candlelight’ 
in particular upping the Lyric take 
over last week for a more favorable 
mark. 

Ripley’s ‘Believe It or Not’ Oddi- 
torium is in a downtown storeroom: 
for 10 days and attracting profitable 
trade at 44c. with 15c. for juves. 

Sale of liquor by the glass started 
officially in Ohio Thursday (18) and 
thus far has been a boom for the ace 
hotels, which repealed their nite 
club couverts in favor of a fairly 
stiff list of charges for wines and 
whiskies. Outlying cafes have also 
discarded table tariffs. 

The Cox closed Saturday (20) 
after nine weeks of Oberfelder dra- 
matic shows at $1 top, leaving Cincy 
sans legit until week of Feb. 11, 
when the Shubert offers ‘Let "Em 
Kat Cake.’ Latter theatre reopens 
Thursday (25) for screening of 
‘Forgotten Men.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-44)—‘Ro- 
man Scandals’ (UA). Cantoring to 


$19,000, belly laughs aplenty. Last 
week, ‘Gallant Lady’ (UA) held 
steadily for a dandy $12,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-44)—I 


Am Suzanne’ (Fox), and Gus Van 
topping vaude. Puppet novelty tops 
story of pix. Looks like a fair $11,- 
500. Last week, ‘Fugitive Lovers’ 
(MG) and Dave Apollon headlining, 
$12,000. 


Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-44)— 
‘Miss Fane’s Baby Is Stolen’ (Par). 
Kidnapping theme below the belt, 
despite heavy exploitation. Starting 
biz indicates $4,000, sad. Last week, 
‘Going Hollywood’ (MG), $8,000, 
okay. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 30-40)— 
‘Hi, Nellie’ (WB). Paul Muni, sales 
angle, and Glenda Farrell and Ned 
Sparks make best of plot to soothe 
hot drama rooters. Bidding for $5,- 
200, nice. Last week, ‘Convention 
City’ (WB), $6,800, swell. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,394; 35-44)—‘By 
Candlelight’ (U). Elissa Landi the 
canopy splurge. Comedy-romance 
trade in line for $5,500, not bad. 
Last week, ‘Advice to Lovelorn’ 
(UA), $4,000, mild. 

Grand (RKO) (1,025; 25-30)—'Fly- 
ing Down to Rio’ (RKO). Second 
run, in for full week, propelling $2,- 
500, all right. Last week, ‘Ace of 
Aces’ (RKO), initial showing, and 
‘Son of a Sailor’ (WB), a return, 
split, $1,800. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Frontier Marshal’ (Fox), and ‘Love 
Adventure’ (Fox), split. George 
O’Brien an ace draw at this house 
and spreading to $2,000, better than 
usual. Last week, ‘Smoky’. (Fox), 
and ‘Hold the Press’ (Col), divided, 
$1,800. 

Strand (Ind) (1,200; 25-35)—‘He 
Couldn’t Take It’ (Mon), and five 
acts of vode, headed by Jimmie Hess 
and the Four Spices. Close to the 
Last week, ‘Curtain 
at 8’ (Maj), and Fowler-Walsh-La 
Zarr revue fronting five-act bill 
$2,400. 


B’KLYN SPOTTY 


‘Fane Baby’ at Par Only $18,000 
‘Rio,’ 17G; Fox, $16,000 








Brooklyn, Jan. 22. 
Old man gloom seems to be dise 
appearing. Somewhat of a lift at 
some downtown box offices. 

Albee is fair with ‘Flying Down 
to Rio’ and Fox big with ‘I wags 
a Spy.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Shea) (4,000; 25-35< 
50-65)—‘Miss Fane’s Baby Is 
Stolen’ (Par) and stage show with 
Johnny Marvin, Lester Cole (local 
lad with fair following) and Johnny 
Burke. Pic got okay notices; 
around $18,000, so-so. Last week 
‘8 Girls in Boat’ (Par), $13,000, 
brodie. 
Fox (F&M) (4,000; 25-35-50—‘T 
Was a Spy’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Heavy drafts here, $16,000. last 
week ‘By Candlelight’ (Fox), $14,000, 
good, 


Albee (RKO) (3,500; 25-35-50)— 
‘Flying Down to Rio’ (RKO) and 
vaude. Maybe $17,000. Last week 
‘If I Were King’ (RKO), $15,000, 
mild. 

Loew’s Metropolitan (Loew) 2,400: 
25-35-50) — ‘Eskimo’ (MG) and 
vaude. Benny Lavis revue on staxt 
Looks like $21,000, oke. Last wees 
‘Fugitive Lovers’ (MG), $23,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,000; 25-35-59)— 
‘Easy to Love’ (WB). Fair $9.00. 
Last week ‘Convention City’ (WB), 





$8,000, weak. 
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Richman Not Aiding Chicago on 


$31,000 Prospect; ‘Gallant Lady’ 


Best at $19,000; ‘Husbands’ OK 136 


» 





Chicago, Jan. 22. 

Business slumping in the 
currently due, to some extent, to 
the strong array of neighborhood 
films. Pictures in the nabes in the 
past few days have been such win- 


ners as ‘I'm No Angel,’ ‘Dancing 
Lady’ and ‘Invisible Man’ all of 


which have zoomed those registers 
to the detriment of the loop acers. 

Harry Richman, at the Chicago, 
is running into dark red ink. Rich- 
man is in for $6,600 on a very ex- 
pensive show. Remembering ‘he 
gross that Richman enjoyed with 
‘College Humor’ a few months ago, 
B&K is this week realizing that it 
was the picture and not Richman 
alone that accounted for the for- 
mer gross. Richman played the 
previous engagement on a percent- 
age. But both sides were smart 
this week and wouldn't go for an- 
other percentage deal. Press de- 
partment was given orders to play 


up Richman rather than ‘Fugitive 
Lovers,’ film feature. 
On the brighter side is the ex- 


cellent pace of ‘Gallant Lady’ at the 
United Artists. Opened in midweek 
and started away briskly. Will 
touch $19,000, which means that the 
flicker will stay perhaps. three 
weeks to consistent profit. Other 
fair weather note is at the Mc- 
Vicker’s where ‘As Husb: ids 
shows promise of delivering cre of 
the best weeks this house has seen 
in several fortnights. 

Palace is on the way down cur- 


rently, neither the stage ‘Green- 
wich Village Follies’ or the flicker 
‘Let’s Fall in Love’ giving any in- 


dication of strength. House started 
off at a pace below that of previous 
sessions and may land in the crim 
Son this week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Chicago (BKK) (3,900; 35-45-75) 


—'l’ugitive Lovers’ (MG) = and 
vaude. Tarry Richman, as stage 
headli*., net a draw this week. 


Picture got plenty of good notices 
but houses heading for poor $31,¢00 
from every indication. Last week 
the final show sellout to the Amer- 
ican Can company for $5,000 saved 


the box-office record, holding up 
‘Going Hollywood’ (MG) to fine 
$40,800. 


McVickers (B&K) (2,284; 25-35) 
—‘As Husbands Go’ (Fox). Flicker 
showing the best strength seen in 
some time and pie for the matinee 
ladies in the shopping centre. Bax- 
ter exhibiting box-office potency. 
Looks like $13,000, far on the happy 
side of the books. Last week ‘By 
Candlelight’ (U) drew the carriage 
trade on rave press notices to $10,- 
400, good. 

Oriental (B&K) 
—Dinner at Eight’ (MG). 
make it a three-week stay. On its 
opening week for the pop run 
earned fine $23,900 for starting ses- 
sion and looks capable of keeping 
pace to $15,000 currently. ‘Eskimo’ 
(MG) being primed to follow. 

Palace (RKO) (2,583; 40-65-83) 
—‘Let’s Fall in Love’ (Col) and 

yreenwich Village Follies’ on stage. 
Show is getting a general report of 
weakness and so not holding up the 
picture. House started off slowly 
and looks down <several = grand. 
Maybe $18,000, very flabby. Last 
week ‘If I were Free’ (RKO) man- 
aged good $20,400, 

Roosevelt (BKK) (1,500; 25-35)— 
‘Bedside’ (WB). No. strength in 
evidence and looks like another 
short stay at approximate $6,000, 
nsgx. Last week ‘Sons of the Desert’ 
(MG) held by laughs to fair $7,700. 

State Lake (Jones) (2,700; 20-30- 
40)—‘Worst Woman [n Paris’ (Fox) 
and vaude. House going along to 
good pace and looks like fine $17,000 
currently. Last week 
for ‘Master of Men’ (Col). 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
35-65)—‘GalHlant Lady’ (UA). Pride 
run flicker of the loop. Maintain- 
ing terrific pace from opening and 


40-50-60) 
Will 


(3,200; 


headed for swell $19,000. Reports 
are raves all around. Last week 
‘Roman Scandals’ (UA) finished 


good three-waak siay at $12,600. 


B&K’s Odd Sluffo 


Go’ |} 











good $14,900 | 


.|56th St’ $4,500, ‘Dinner’ 
In 3d Week, Port. NSG 


Portland, Ore., Jan. 22. 

Dinner at Eight’ (MG) almost 
monopolized the burg’s biz at 
Parker's United for two weeks and 
holding a third. ‘Flying Down to 
Rio’ proved winded at the 
Music Box b.o., holding the line for 
a big first week then fell off heavily 
on the second lap. Not worth three. 
Parker made a surprise bonanza out 
of ‘Havana Widows’ by exploitation 
splurging it as ‘Gold Diggers in Ha- 
vana’. Figure his campaign under 
that title was worth an extra two 
grand. 

Some flesh opposish these days. 
Scottish musical comedy company 
roadshowed six days at the Play- 
house to a nice biz at pop prices. 
The waterfront American replaced 
‘The Drunkard’ with ‘Jesse James’. 
Free beer and pretzels and meller- 


short 


{dramy getting the:a in at $1 even. 


The Capitol, downtown grind, went 
nudist with Dr. Hobart Glassey and 
nine’ nature lovers from Elysia, 
seeking to prove in person that no 


nudes is good nudes. Swell stuff 
for the b.o. 

Also ran dept.: ‘Lady Killet 
unde* par at the Oriental. ‘Fane's 
Saby’ (Par) just fairish at the 
Paramount, new FWC house. ‘I’m 


No Angel’ not sg much in its fourth 
week at thé Liberty. ‘Myrt and 
Marge’ failed to keep up the b.o. 
standerd at the Broadway; the burg 
never goes for radio names in pix. 

Grade A at the b.o.: ‘House on 
56th St.’ and ‘Right to Romance’, 
both at the Music Box. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 25-40). 
‘Myrt and Marge’ (VU). Rather 
sluggishly for fair $3,000. Last week 
‘Havana Widows’ (FN) clicked for 
results after strong exploitation 
campaign; good $5,400. 


United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 
25-40). ‘Dinner at Eight’ (MG). 
(3a wk). Still getting the biz, okay, 
$2,500; second, $5,200; first big, $9,- 
400. 

Paramount (FWC) (3,000; 25-40). 
‘Miss Fane’s Baby’ (Par) anid 
‘Smoky’ (Fox). Combo bill just 


holding its head above water. Not 
very good at $4,400. Last week ‘As 
Husbands Go’ (Fox) and ‘Girl With- 
out Room’ (Par) fairly at $8,000. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 25- 
35). ‘House on 56th St.” (WB). 
Getting attention and good enough 
for around $4,500. Last week ‘Right 
to Romance’ (RKO), $4,200. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35). 
‘After Tonight’ (RKO) and ‘Horse- 
play’ (U). Combo ill holding up to 
about average biz for this house at 
$3.500. Last week ‘Lady Killer’ 
(WB) below par at $3,200. 


TACOMA’S DUALS 


| Town Likes Laurel & Hardy’s Full- 
Length Comedy 








Tacoma, Jan. 22. 
Roxy using Laurel and Hardy in 
‘Sons of the Desert’ for full week, 


while rest of first runs are splitting. 


| Blue Mouse has duals for each 
change and is sticking to quantity 


No panic in 
takings mild, 


town 
but 


prices. 


at low 
with 


this week, 
steady. 
Estimates for This Week 


Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 
35)—‘Henry the 8th’ (UA) and ‘Way 


25- 


to Love’ (Par) split, in program 
that shapes ace high, indicated 
$3,000. Last week ‘Counsellor at 


Law’ (U) and ‘The World Changes’ 
(WB) split, $2,500. 
Roxy (J-vH) (1,300; 25-35)—‘Sons 


of the Desert’ (MG) exploited for 
its laughs, and looks like $3,500, 
good. Last week, ‘Dancing Lady’ 
(MG) okay at $2,600. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 15- 
25)—‘After Tonight’ (RKO) and 
‘Big Executive’ (Par); first half; 
‘If I Were Free’ (RKO) and ‘Hell 


and Highwater’ (Par) last half of 


week, for grand total of $1,600, 
average. Last week ‘Golden 
Harvest’ (Par) and ‘Ladies Must 
Love’ (U): dual first half, then 
‘Havana Widows’ (FN) last half, 


for week's gross around $1,500. 


MAE'S SISTER 
$16,000, ST. L. 


St. Louis, Jan. 22, 

Box offices are hitting it off at a 
pretty even keel this week. All of 
them will be in the money at least 
a little except the Fox, which is in 
a second stage-showless week of 
poor business. But, of course, ex- 
penses are down, what with no or- 
chestra and fewer stage hands, so 
the loss will not be so great. 

Ambassador will get a pretty good 
profit with the many starred ‘Con- 
vention City’ and Mae West’s sister, 
Beverly, on the stage. Loews is do- 
ing nicely enough, with Metro’s 
‘Eskimo.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (Skouras) (3,000; 25- 
35-55)—‘Convention City’ (WB) and 
Beverly West, Mae’s sister, on stage. 
Big $19,000. Last week ‘Eight Girls 








in a Boat’ (Par) got $15,000. 

Fox (Fox) (5,000; 20-25-35)—‘His 
Double Life’ (Par) and ‘Sleepers 
East’ (Fox). Poor at $7,000. Last 
week ‘The Morning After’ (Fox) 
and ‘Frontier Marshal’ (Fox) 


around $7,000, also. 

Loew’s State (Loews) 
85-55)—‘Eskimo Wife Traders’ 
(MG). Around $12,000. Last week 
‘Roman Scandals’ (UA), $20,000. 

Missouri (Skouras) (3,500; 25-40) 
—‘Miss Fane’s Baby Is Stolen’ (Par) 
and ‘Bedside’ (WB). $9,000. Last 
week ‘House on 56th Street’ (WB) 
and ‘World Gone Mad’ (Majestic), 
$11,000. 

St. Louis (F. & M.) (4,000; 25-40) 
—‘Meanest Gal in Town’ (U) and 
‘Before Midnight’ (Col), $138,000. 
Last week ‘Let’s Fall in Love’ (Col) 
and ‘Fog’ (RKO). Same figure. 


(3,000; 25- 








Strong Notices, 





Philly Biz Indif 


‘Gallant’ Good, 14’.G—‘Hi Nellie’ $12,000 
—‘Sleepers East’ $15,006 at Fox 





Philadelphia, Jan. 22. 
Film trade, which has been hitting 


'on all cylinders ever since Christ- 
' mas, promises to ease off consider- 


lat the 


Chicago, Jan. 22. 

B.&ix. rejected Universal's ‘Coun- 
sellor-at-Law’ for its ace west 
side and north side houses, Marbro 
and Uptown, presumably because it | 
played the RKO Palace down town, 
where it touched a _ hi figure 
Flicker will get its first L.&k. nabe 
date at the Southtown. 

The Marbro and Uptown sections 


are loaded with Jewish population 


June Murfin’s Radio Chore 
Hollywod, Jan. 22. 
June Murfin is adapting and dia- 


loging ‘Green Mansions’ for radio. 


this week in the downtown 
houses. Best bet appears to be the 
Earle, with the Earl Carroll ‘Vani- 
ties’ show on the stage the draw. 
Although this same edition played 
same house last spring, Ray 
Bolger wasn’t in it, and plenty other 
changes have been made. 

Stanley has Paul Muni's ‘Hi Nel- 
lie’ now, but changes Wednesday to 
‘Fashions of 1934.’ Muni film is dis- 


ably 


got $16,500 in final nine days, giving 
it three and a half weeks in all. 


Earle (2,000; 40-55-65) —‘Man’s 
Castle’ (Col) and vaude. Picture 
SO-SO. Earl Carroll‘ Vanities’ big 


attraction. Maybe $30,000. Last 
week, ‘Bombay Mail’ (U) and Eddie 
Cantor as stage headliner. Got 
$33,000. 

Fox (3,000; 30-40-65) — ‘Sleepers 
East’ (Fox) and stage show. Noth- 
ing very hot indicated. Lucky if it 
hits $15,000. Last week, ‘Orient Ex- 
press’ (Fox) and stage show, shaded 
that with $15,500. 

Kariton (1,000: 





‘Be- 


30-40-50) — 











Some Nice Bway Grosses; ‘Suzanne 


Looks 756 or Better; ‘Gallant Lady’ 
$40,000; Cantor with ‘Fane Baby’ 556 





After a poorer week all around ;Draw by 


than had been looked for, led by the 
dip of the Music Hall to a crimson 
$55,000, a new batch of attractions, 
from all indications, will more than 
make up for that decline. While a 


few houses are not going to town 


with banners flying, on the whole 
the level of business indicated for 


this week will be agreeably above 
average, 

The Music Hall 
with ‘I Am Suzanne,’ 
ing to what 
better on the week. 
ing in ‘Nana,’ an outside buy from 
Sam Goldwyn-UA on Feb. 1, with a 
fortnight’s run looked for. The 
largest advertising budget ever set 
on advance and first week’s run ofa 
picture marks the advent of ‘Nana.’ 
It’s for $35,200. 

The best grossing of the town is 
eccurring at the Paramount which 
has Eddie Cantor on the stage in a 
$15,000 unit and ‘Miss Fane's Baby 
Is Stolen’ on its Simplexes. Com- 
bination of the two should take the 
house easily into a $55,000 stake, a 
pretty rich strike for this house 
Boris Morros would like to hold the 
whoie show over but is committed 
on bookings for Friday (26) which 
preciude that. Cantor’s picture, 
‘Roman Scandals’ at the Rivoli 
closed a four weeks’ engagement. 

Warner Bros. march to attention 
this week, both the Hollywood and 
Strand getting good box office rep- 
resentation, ‘Massacre’ is strong 
enough at the Strand on an indi- 
cated $22,500 to be held over. ‘Hi, 
Nellie’ is next for this house, and 
with the holdover of the Barthel- 
mess picture comes in Feb. 1. 

‘Fashions of 1934,’ which was 
given an_ ostentatious premiere 
Thursday night (18), is also doing 
well. It will end its first week at 
about $21,000, good profit in view of 
the overhead. Looks like three or 
four weeks. 

‘Gallant Lady’ is 
women strongly’ to 
Probabilities are for a first week 
of $40,000, which may mean three 
weeks if UA isn’t too anxlous to get 


itself 
which is build- 
like $75,000 or 
House is bring- 


reclaims 


looks 


attracting the 
the Rivoli. 


other product into the house. The 
long waiting list, with ‘Moulin 
Rouge’ next to step up, forced out 


‘Roman Scandals’ when it was still 
making a good profit and could have 
remained for two more weeks, It 
got $17,400 on its fourth week. 

Roxy and Rialto are both just 
fair, former with ‘Cross Country 
Cruise’ and a possible $22,000 in 
sight, latter with ‘Let’s Fall in Love,’ 
which should eke out profit on a 
chance to get $11,000. House upped 
its ad budget $2,000. 

The Capitol, which has been try- 
ing to punch up its ads on ‘Eskimo’ 
by the sub-title, ‘Wife Traders,’ 
isn’t getting its share of business 
but maybe $35,000. Picture failed 
to get anywhere on a short two-a- 
day run at the Astor down the 
street. 

Mayfair is doing much better with 
‘16 Fathoms Deep,’ with a typical 
Walter Reade lobby ballyhoo than 
with ‘Myrt and Marge,’ yanked after 


two and a half days. It's the first 
time any picture failed to stay 
longer than that. ‘Fathoms’ may 


| get $12,000 or so, good. 


soth vaude houses, State and Pal- 
ace, about average. Of the two. the 
State looks better, with Cab Callo- 
way on its stage; maybe close to 
$20,000. Pal should top its average 
with ‘Design for Living’ on a chance 
to better $1 4,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; $1.10-$1.65-$2.20)— 
‘Christina’ (MG) (4th week). Garbo 
holding up. About 75% of capacity. 

Capitol (5,400; 35-75-85-$1.10)— 
‘Eskimo’ (MG) and stage show. As 
at the Astor on its $2 run failing to 


excite curiosity despite efforts of 
ads to arouse it. May top $35,000 
but looks doubtful. Last week 
‘Fugitive Lovers’ (MG) just under 


$40,000, also a disappointment. 
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both stage and screen 
spelling big money, with $55,000 
looking a cinch. Could hold but 
isn't, due to future bookings Last 
week ‘Eight Girls In a Boat’ (Par) 
fell off a little, ending at $38,000. 
Radio City Music Hall (5,945; 40- 
60-85-99-$1.65) —‘I Am Suzanne’ 
(Fox) and stage show,. Jesse Lasky 
musical pointing its way to $75,000 


or better, fairly good. Francis 
Lederer, in his first picture, ‘Man 


of Two Worlds’ (RKO), was hit bad, 
With $55,000 the sad result. 


Rialto (2,000; 35-40-65) — ‘Let’s 
Fall In Love’ (Col). No big pull; 


should end with somewhere around 
$11,000, a little profit. Last week 
‘Sons of Desert’ (MG), $14,000, good. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-75-85)—‘Gal- 
lant Lady’ (UA). Took hold Satur- 
day (20) and with an unexpected 
firmness, The ticket machines 
should register $40,000 or close to it 
the first week if holding up. Can- 
tor’s ‘Roman Scandals’ (UA) fin- 
ished strong, rolling up $17,400 on 
its fourth week, 

RKO Center (3,525; 25-40)— 
‘Sitting Pretty’ (Par) four days and 
‘White Woman’ (Par), three days. 
Back to a split week policy but 
‘Pretty’ not starting the week off 
good. About $11,000 indicated. 
Second week of ‘Flying Down to 
Rio’ (RKO) almost as good as the 
first, $14,000. 


Roxy (6,200; 25-35-55-65)—‘Cross 


Country Cruise’ (U) and_= stage 
show. Receiving a fair play, per- 


haps $22,000. ‘I Was a Spy’ (Fox), 
a British-made, proved very strong, 
$30,000, 

Strand (2,900; 35-55-75-85)-—‘Mas- 


sacre’ (WB). Will hold on the 
strength an indicated $22,500 the 
first seven days. ‘Easy to Love’ 
(WB) is ahead, fell down, $10,200. 

State (2,000; 35-55-75) — ‘Lady 
Killer’ (WB) and vaude. Cab Cal- 


loway’s on the stage to help house 
to a chance for $20,000, Jimmy 
Cagney in celluloid providing the 
rest. Last week ‘Dinner At Eight’ 
(MG) over $16,000. 


8 GIRLS’ PLUS BUDDY 
ROGERS, $22,500, WASH. 


Washington, Jan. 22. 

Nothing outstanding in town this 
week and nobody is breaking any 
records. Holdover of ‘Roman Scan- 
dals’ is best bet with repeat of ‘Din- 
ner at Eight’ standing second best. 

Fox is leading the two vaude 
houses with Buddy Rogers on stage. 
In addition to getting usual Rogers’ 
fans the unit is smooth and word 





of mouth is insuring a build. Pic- 
ture, ‘Eight Girls in a Boat’ isn’t 
much draw despite angle of local 


beauty winner. 

Ken Murray cancelled Earle this 
week leaving Fifi Dorsay to carry 
star billing alone. Capt. Proske’s 
tiger act also on bill sending pa- 
trons out raving. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Loew) (3,434; 15-25-35-60)— 
‘Eight Girls in a Boat’ (Par) and 
vaude., 3uddy Rogers on stage is 
accounting for the business. Nice 
revue is building by word of mouth. 
Week should be o.k. $22,500. Last 
week, ‘As Husbands Go’ (Fox) 
ballyed as second ‘When Ladies 
Meet’ and got o. k. $22,000, with 
no help from stage. 


Earle (WB) (2,424; 25-35-40-50- 


60)—‘Four Frightened People’ (Par) 
and vaude. Fifi Dorsay heading 
stage with Capt. Proske’s Royal 


Bengal Tigers stealing show. Maybe 
satisfactory $16,500. Last week, ‘Hi, 
Nellie!’ (WB) plus Wheeler and 
Woolsey on stage led town with big 
$22,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,850; 
50-60)—If I Were Free’ 
Nice but not sensational; 
Last week, ‘Meanest Gal in 
(RKO) only fair $5,500. 

Rialto (U) (1,853; 15-25-35-40-50) 
—King for a Night’ (U). Maybe 
fair $4,500. Last week, ‘By Candle- 
light’ (U) held up to o. k. $6,500 fol- 
lowing nice press reception. 


15-25-35- 
(RKO). 
$9,000, 
Town’ 


Palace (Loew) (2,363; 15-25-35- 
50-60)—‘Roman Scandals’ (UA). 
Second week hould hold up nicely 


with $10,000. Last week big $21,000. 


Met (WE) (1,583; 15-25-35-40-50- 


80) Girl Without a Roon (Par) 
| Maybe fair $5,000, but no more 
Opened in midweek wl } e'ped 
Last wee] ‘Cradle Song’ (Par) lus 
cla trade pulled W 1 
| with o, k. $5,500 
Columbia (Loew) (1,263 
10)—‘Dinner at Eight’ (MG) I 
repeat after four weeks prey is. 
Cheaper prices ending ilong 
1 to big $5,000. Last week Iox- 
pre (WR) had no names and de- 
pite pleasing entertainment only 
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Despite Frisco Auto Show, Biz 
OK: ‘Going H'wood' 216, Par, 166 


San Francisco, Jan. 22. 

With more attention centered on 
the new season's gasoline burners 
than in previous years, the week's 
spotlight is directed on the ’34 Auto 
Show at the Civic auditorium. 
Opened Saturday night (20) and 
runs for a week, with NBC's Gil- 
more Circus, popular radio feature 
on the Coast, the entertainment 
come-on matinees and nights. Quite 
apparent that total attendance will 
far surpass that of recent years, 
and that’s plenty for the film houses 
to contend with. An easy attend- 
ance guess would be 50,000 on the 
week, but may hit a lot higher. 

Best chance for a satisfactory 

week goes to the Warfield, which 
has ‘Going Hollywood.’ House’s okay 
stage shows, despite top admissions 
of Frisco, are a help, and it’s quite 
definite that the shows won't get 
tossed out in three weeks, despite 
six week's notice was posted 21 days 
ago. 
Paramount's two major features 
at 40c is apparently a click, and 
house is doing a consistently good 
biz, including on this week’s ‘House 
on 56th Street’ and ‘Should Ladies 
Behave. Par is cutting into the 
Orpheum, which also has two pix 
from same distributors, but gets its 
choice after the Warfield and Par- 
amount are through. Since Par went 
into duals Orph has dropped some- 
what, including on the _ current 
‘Bombay Mail’ and ‘His Double Life.’ 
Saturday midnight show with an 
NBC act, Marshall's Mavericks, 
meant a few extra dollars, and such 
features may become an established 
policy. 

‘Roman Scandals,’ in its fifth and 
final week at United Artists, gross 
holding surprisingly well, despite 
the length of the run. 

Herman Cohen, UA operator, who 
also runs the Strand, has an indie 
made and distributed firm, ‘Beast 
of Borneo,’ there with Borneo Joe, 
monk of the film, billed as ‘Baby 
LeRoy of the Jungle’ in the lobby. 
Getting a novelty trade. 

Golden Gate doing okay with 
Blackstone, the magician, on stage 
and flock of accompanying stunts, 
etc., and ‘Meanest Gal in Town’ 
holding the screen. 

Fox running at a normal pace 
with ‘Master of Men,’ ‘Police Car 
17,’ 10 vaude acts, lowest prices in 
the burg and heavy plugging. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Leo) (5,000; 25-35)—‘Master 
of Men’ (Col) and ‘Police Car 17’ 
(Maj), split, w{h 10 vaude acts. 
Jack Holt in the former a pretty 

od draw and Fox’s bargain offers 
au magnet to probable $11,000. Last 
week ran up to swelegant $13,500 
with ‘Horse Play’ (U) and ‘Fury of 
Jungle’ (Col), split, with Henry 
Santrey’s band on stage. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 25-35- 
40)—‘Meanest Gal’ (RKO) and stage 
show with Blackstone, magician. 
Novelty exploitation helping to 
maintain average pace of $12,500, 
even with last week’s $12,500 on 
‘Man's Castle’ (Col) and presenta- 
tion. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,400; 25-40)— 
‘Bombay Mail’ (U) and ‘His Double 
Life’ (Par) split. Not bad at $6,000, 
but a drop from recent weeks since 
Par started a similar but stronger 
policy. ‘Women in His Life’ (MG) 
and ‘Rafter Romance’ (Par) pulled 
$6.500 last week. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,400; 25-35- 
40)—‘d6th Street’ (WB) and ‘Should 
Ladies Behave’ (MG), split. Smash- 
ing pace of $16,000 as compared to 
good $14,000 on last week’s ‘Fugitive 
Lovers’ (MG) and ‘8 Girls in a Boat’ 


(Par). 
‘Strand (Cohen) (900; 25-40)— 
‘Beast of Borneo’ (Lawyer). Jungle 


stuff and playing to good $2,000. 
Second, last week of ‘Road to Ruin’ 
(Prin) got $1,000. 

United Artists (1,400; 25-35-40)— 
‘Roman Scandals’ (5th-final week). 
Cantor a consistent and lengthy 
draw and $6,500, good closing figure. 
Fourth week pulled $8,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,700: 35-45- 
65)—‘Going Hollywood’ (MG) and 
stage show. Crosby and Marion 
Davies, drawing fans and daily pa- 
per readers alike and over $21,000 is 
a swell take. Last week Cagney in 
‘Lady Killer’ (WB) drew $18,500, de- 
spite damp weather for several days. 
Next week it’s ‘Dinner at Wight’ 
(MG) after a roadshow date, with 
Ansar Weeks’ band on stage after 
having smashed a record here a few 
months ago. 





3 in B’ham Plenty Oke 


Birmingham, Jan. 22. 

Three pretty good lineups this 
week and business is sober. ‘Sitting 
Pretty’, ‘Hoopla’ and ‘Meet the 
Baron’ the leading flickers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Wilby) (2,800; 30-35- 
40). ‘Sitting Pretty’ (Par). Certain 
to get $8,500. Last week ‘Dancing 
Lady’ (MG), great, $10,000. 








week, $2,500. Last week ‘Ann 
Vickers’ (RKO), $1,800. 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25). ‘Ari- 
zona to Broadway (Fox). It can be 
had for around $1,500. Last week 
‘Captured’ (WB) a no-go $1,000. 

Strand (Wilby) (800; 25). ‘Meet 
the Baron’ (MG). Backed by some 
tall publicity, equal to the Baron, a 
good week in line for this house 





which can use several good weeks, 
$1,600. Last week, ‘Jimmy and 
Sally’ (Fox) and ‘His Double Life’ 
(Par), mild $1,100. 


OLSEN-JOHNSON SEND 
GAL’ TO WOW 206, COL. 


Columbus, Jan. 22. 


The Palace comes back into the 
front line this week through the 
personal appearance of Olsen & 
Johnson, always favs here, in their 
new ‘Take a Chance’ show on the 
stage. Should do tremendously 
after mighty strong opening and 
ballyhoo as there never was before. 
Ted Lewis did the same sort of 
thing at the Ohio last week, but 
Palace may better the Lewis fig- 
ure, which was plenty. 

Estimates for This Week 
Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-60)— 
‘Meanest Gal in Town’ (RKO) and 
Olsen and Johnson on stage. Off 
like a house afire and may hit $20,- 
000 with half a weather break. Last 
week ‘Counsellor at Law’ (RKO) 
none too hot with light $5,900. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (25-40)—‘Eight 
Girls in a Boat’ (MG). Off light 
and will hardly build to better than 
$8,000. Last week ‘Woman in His 
Life’ (MG) backed by Ted Lewis on 
stage, who caused all the standees, 
did tremendous $18,600, at 25-60 
scale, 

Broad (Loew-UA) (25-40)—Gal- 
lant Lady’ (UA). Looks like neat 
$8,000, plenty good this house. Last 
week ‘Fugitive Lovers’ (MG) might 








have done better than its even 
$7,000. 
Grand (Neth) (1,100; 25-40)— 


‘Lady Killer’ (WB). Sweet $6,000 
highly probable. Last week ‘Con- 
vention City’ (WB) just topped tke 
$5,000 mark, also better than - ood 
Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 25-35)— 
‘Son of Kong’ (RKO). Anything 
possible on this one but hardly looks 
like better than $2,500, fair. Last 
week ‘Flying Down to Rio’ (RKO) 
in its second week after a week at 
the Palace slightly better at $2,800. 


BUFFALO SO-SO 


Pic on H. O.—Lafayette 
Back to Straight Pix 


Buffalo, Jan. 22. 

Business mostly so-so currently. 
Cantor’s ‘Scandals’ at Great Lakes 
and ‘Hot Chocolates’ unit at Hipp 
bettered expectations last week, but 
takings moderate otherwise. 

Lafayette returns to film policy 
this week after four-week vaudfilm 
flop. 


| Cantor 


Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55) 
—‘All of Me’ (Par) and stage show. 
Nice pace with indications pointing 
over $15,000. Last week ‘Going 
Hollywood’ (MG) and stage show. 

Fell below estimates for $14,000. 
Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40)— 
Fugitive Lovers’ (MG) and vaude. 
Indications look around average 
$10,000. Last week ‘Blood Money’ 
(UA) and ‘Hot Chocolates’ unit did 


nicely despite indifferent picture, 
$11,500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 25-40) 
—Roman Scandals’ (UA) (2nd 
week). Held over, should get 
around $7,500, nice, Last week 
‘Roman Scandals’ (UA). First 
week a strong $13,000. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25)— 


‘Lady Killer’ (WB) and Olsen’s Big 
Moment’ (Fox). Holding up to 
preceding figures for probable $6,- 
000. Last week ‘World Changes’ 
(FN) and ‘Girl Without a Room’ 
(Par) satisfactory at $6,200. 
Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25)— 
‘Shadows of Sing Sing’ (Col) and 
‘Sweetheart of Sigma Chi’ (Stand). 
Five day week due to resumption 
of double feature policy looks over 
$5,000, not bad. Last week ‘Above 
the Clouds’ (Col) and vaude, final 
week of vaudfilm policy, nosedived 
to $7,100. 


Roman Scandals’ Tops 
Indianapolis, $13,000; 
‘| Am Suzanne’ $3,200 


Indianapolis, Jan. 22. 


Repeal seems to have the natives 
in the habit of ‘going places’ and 
as a result the downtown theatres 
are continuing to show signs of 
some activity. Biz is far from be- 
ing normal, but it is steadily mak- 
ing headway. 

Loew’s Palace has perked up in 
the past few weeks and Eddie Can- 
tor’s ‘Roman Scandals’ leads the 
box office rush this week with a 
nifty $13,000. The house, after much 
pro-ine and con-ing, decided to 
maintain its advanced price scale 
on the Cantor pic after having in- 
creased the tariff the previous week 
for its first stage attraction in six 
years—‘Century of Progress’ revue. 
Next Friday Ted Lewis comes to 











Repeal Helps, 


but Not Films 





‘Christina’ Weak as Road Show—‘Hi, Nellie’ 
Title Hurts 





Pittsburgh, Jan. 22. 

Three downtown state liquor 
stores opened one day last week and 
in 12 hours 15,000 round dollars 
were resting in the cash registers. 
Night clubs are finally getting out 
of the red and the late spots look 
like the good old times. Restaurants 
are mopping up, so much so it’s 
almost necessary to make reserva- 
tions for luncheon and dinner. Re- 
peal seems to have turned the trick, 
for everybody but the theatres. 

All of which would seem to in- 
dicate that return to liquor hasn't 
been up to now the expected boon 
to movie entertainment showmen 
thought it would be. At any rate, 
trade continues te fluctuate between 
the bad and indifferent and boys 
don’t know just where to place the 
finger. In some quarters, it’s at- 
tributed to repeal and there are 
hopes that when the initial alcoholic 
flush wears away, more dough will 
be available for the film lads. 

This week's typical. With attrac- 
tions boasting both class and names, 
business started off in depressing 
fashion, indicated no more than an 
ordinary week when takings were 
expected to jump quite noticeably. 
It’s a toss-up between ‘Hi Nellie’ at 
the Stanley and ‘Gallant Lady’ at 
the Penn for town leadership, al- 
though even that’s going to be an 
empty honor. ‘Lady’ will probably 
have the edge due to its femme ap- 
peal, maybe $10,500, although that’s 
not so hot, while ‘Nellie’s’ title fig- 
ured against it and will need all of 
Muni’s draft to catch $9,500. 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,700; 25-35)—‘Big 
Shakedown’ (WB). Weak _§ sister 
with little or no marquee draft. 
Nothing doing at $2,400, if that. Last 
week, ‘Little Women’ (RKO) on 
downtown second-run suffered be- 





Ritz (Wilby) (1,600; 25-30). 
*Hoopla’ (Fox), a better than usual 


cause picture was at same time 
spotted at several nabe sites and 


did under $3,000, bit of a disappoint- 
ment. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 15- 
25-35)—‘Olsen’s Big Moment’ (Fox). 
Just a filler, in for four days to get 
it off the shelf. Brief session looks 
like $2,000 or so, most of that com- 
ing opening day. Last week ‘Berk- 
eley Square’ (Fox) held eight days 
to $8,800, great. 

Nixon (Erlanger) (2,100; 55-83- 
$1.10-$1.65)—‘Queen Christina’ 
(MG). Garbo apparently no road- 
show draw here. All the breaks in 
the world but still able to get only 
$4,500, terribly weak, in first week. 
Stays over simply because house 
doesn’t have anything until 29th. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Gallant Lady’ (UA). Ann 
Harding another who has slipped 
from local b. o. grace of late and 
despite furious appeal to femme 
trade ‘Lady’ will be lucky to crack 
$10,500. Last week, ‘Roman Scan- 
dials’ (UA) above ‘Kid from Spain’ 
takings and impressive at $19,000. 

Pitt (Schaffer) (1,600; 15-25-40)— 
‘East of 5th Avenue’ (Col), and 
‘Spices of 1934’ unit. Looks like 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Shuffle Along’ 
tab and ‘I Was a Spy’ (Fox) about 
the same. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Hi, Nellie’ (WB). Rave notices for 
this one but no biz. Not more than 
$9,500 in sight, and that’s n. gs. h. 
Last week, ‘Counsellor-at-Law’ (U) 
another highly-praised film to be 
passed up. Only $8,400. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Massacre’ (WB). Figured as an 
ordinary programmer at first, home 
office went overboard on campaign 
at last minute following picture’s 
reception in New York. Too late, 
however, to help opening much and 
itll be tough overcoming loca) 
apathy to Barthelmess. Word-of- 
mouth should help, but even with 
this, $5,000 isn’t very strong. Last 





week ‘Man’s Castle’ tn the doldrums 
at $3,800. 





the theatre and the management 
decided to keep prices up. 

Lyric, which felt the stage show 
competition at the Palace last 
week, bounced back above normal 
with vigor this week with a knock- 
out vaudeville bill and ‘Cross 
Country Cruise’ on the screen gar- 
nering a swell $7,800. This theatre 
is staying away from big name 
stage acts, but it is pegging away 
every week with an audience-pleas- 
ing bill of standardtacts with con- 
sistent results at the box office 
wicket. Indeed, flesh seems to be 
regaining popularity locally in a big 
way with scores of night clubs fea- 
turing vaudeville acts and floor 
shows. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 20- 
25-40)—‘I Am Suzanne’ (Fox). Will 
do $3,200 which is scanty, but out of 
the red. Last week ‘Frontier Mar- 
shal’ (Fox) was very thin at $2,800. 
Circle (Katz-Feld) (2,600; 25-40) 
—‘All of Me’ (Par). Opened on 
Friday, two days earlier than usual, 
and is headed for a fairly good fig- 
ure of $4,400. Last week ‘Let’s Fall 
in Love’ (Col) lasted only five days 
for a poor $1,900. 

Indiana (Katz-Feld) (3,100; 20- 
25-40)—‘Son of Kong’ (RKO) and 
‘Bedside’ (FN), split week, is very 
dull at $4,300. Last week ‘House on 
56th Street’ (WB) and ‘Havana 
Widows’ (FN), split week, was 
worse with only $3,800. 

Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 20-25-40)— 
‘Cross Country Cruise’ (U) and 
vaude. Good stage bill seems to be 
responsible for a very good gross of 
$7,400. Last week ‘Bombay Mail’ 
(U) and vaude stayed just above 
par with a satisfactory $6,200 in the 
face of strong stage competition at 
the Palace. 

Palace (Loew's) (2,800; 25-35-55) 
—‘Roman Scandals’ (UA). They 
like to laugh in this town, and Can- 
tor has what it takes according to 
the swell $13,000 pace he’s setting 
this week. Last week ‘Fugitive 
Lovers’ (MG) and ‘Century of Prog- 
ress’ stage show hit a good $12,100 
with the latter getting all the credit. 


MONT’L’S GOOD FARE 
SHOULD OFFSET ZERO 


Montreal, Jan. 22. 
Flock of good pix currently should 
result in favorable grosses but old 
man winter is again strutting his 
stuff in this town, with sub-zero 
week-end weather, which will crimp 
attendances. Loew’s announces 
continuation of vaude, more or less 
in revue form, and generally ap- 
peals to Montrealers to keep it go- 
ing at least for a time. 
When a really popular star and 
picture is shown weather makes 
little difference. 
His Majesty’s is dark, which will 
help the main stems. Palace, with 
‘Invisible Man,’ and a Stanley Lu- 
pino second picture, ought to main- 
tain gross around $10,000. Capitol 
has the pick of the bunch in ‘Design 
for Living,’ with stars all of them 
liked here, and can reach as high 
as $12,000. Loew’s, with Ben Blue 
and Will Rogers’ ‘Mr. Skitch,’ that 
should give better-than-average at 
$11,500. Princess after three hectic 
weeks of ‘Roman Scandals,’ switch- 
es into ‘Lady is Willing’ and ‘Fog,’ 
for which a fair guess is $8,000. 

Imperial is out of pix currently 
and Cinema de Paris is showing 
‘Fanny.’ 

Nabes have been doing better of 
late. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (Ind) (1,600; 50- 
$2). Dark. Last week, ‘Robinson 
Crusoe’ pantomime did nicely de- 
spite severe weather at $7,500. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 60)—‘Invisible 
Man’ (U) and ‘You Made Me Love 
You’ (Emp). This should be good 
for $10,000. Last week, ‘Only Yes- 
terday’ (U) and ‘Love, Honor and 
Oh, Baby’ (U), grossed $9,500. 

Capito! (FP) (2,700; 60)—‘Design 
for Living’ (Par). Best in town, 
ought to boost gross to $12,000. Last 
week, ‘Dancing Lady’ (MG) did well 
at $11,500. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200: 65)—‘Mr. 
Skitch’ (Fox) and vaude. Above- 
average program that should top 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Should Ladies 
Behave’ (MG) and Lita Grey 
Chaplin in person, with sketch, 
brought ’em in. $10,000. 

Princess (CT) (1,900; 50) ‘Lady is 
Willing’ (Col) and ‘Fog’ (Col). Mild 
$8,000. Last week (third) of ‘Ro- 
man Scandals’ (UA) and ‘Master of 
Men’ (Col), $7,500. 

Imperial (France - Film) (1,600; 
25-75). No pix. Last week, French 
operetta company, $2,500. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50)—‘Fanny’ (French). Usual 
$1,800. Last week, ‘Il Etait Une 
Fois’ (French), $1,500. 








Providence Back to Vaude eavily,. 
‘Miss Fane's Baby Title Confuses 


Providence, Jan. 22. 

Once more there’s an  over- 
emphasis on stage shows. With the 
return of the RKO Albee to ‘flesh’ 
entertainment this week tiere are 
four stands in town spotting stage 
fare. Albee has ‘The New Yort:ers,? 
and bids fair to lead the town with 
at least $12,000 in prospect. Siow 
in getting started, but there’s a 
swell build-up in view. 

Loew’s State, the biggest vaude in 
town, is doing oke, but the gross 
will not be so forte as it has been in 
the last few weeks. Biz should be 
nip and tuck with the Albee. Fay’s, 
the third vaude house in town, is 
depending upon ‘Frolics of 1934’ to 
keep around average. 

Straight picture houses are, of 
course, feeling strong combo oppo- 
sish. ‘Miss Fane's Baby Is Stolen,’ 
at the Paramount, is disappointing. 
This is another case of a deceiving 
title that has the natives guessing 
whether it’s comedy or whatnot, 
Bound to be off. 

‘I Am Suzanne,’ at Majestic, is 
trifle better, but week is not likely 
to show any great sendoff. The 
RKO Victory opened yesterday (21) 
with ‘Forgotten Men’ at tilted 
scales; takings look nice if opening 
pace is any criterion. 

Opposish, at the Modern, not so 
hot with Georgia Sothern, but last 
week Ann Corio took plenty away 
from the straight picture houses, 
and vaudeville stands, too. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fay’s (2,000; 15-25-40)—‘Frontier 
Marshal’ (Fox) and vaudeville with 
musical revue, ‘Antics of 1934’ head- 
lining. Good all around bill, just 
the type that will appeal to the pa- 
trons of the old-time vaude stand. 
Present pace indicates that takings 
should be well over $6,800; nice. 
Last week ‘Big Shakedown’ (WB) 
was also nice fodder for the natives 
at $7,100. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Gallant Lady’ (UA) and vaude, with 
Snrica and Novello headlining. 
Nice advance ballyhoo on pix. Stage 
show bit above average and should 
hold things up nicely despite plenty 
of opposish. Shouldn't be lower than 
$13,000, oke. Last week ‘Fugitive 
Lovers’ (MG) had its criss-cross of 
opinions, but managed to hold up 
fairly well at $12,700. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘T Am Suzanne’ (Fox) and ‘Madame 
Spy’; nicely balanced bill. Trifle 
better than the other stands, but not 
big enough. Looks like $6,500 at the 
most. Last week ‘Convention City’ 
(WB) and ‘Solitaire Man’ (MG) was 
hot stuff with the rabble at $7,800. 

Paramount (Indie) (2,200; 15-25 
40)—‘Miss Fane’s Baby Is Stolen’ 
(Par) and ‘He Couldn’t Take It’ 
(Mono); here is another case of 
where the title is just a lot of hooey, 
confusing the natives and retarding 
business plenty. Although house 
went out of its way to sell pix as 
melodrama and the cricks painted it 
as stark drama, the fans are not 
tumbling, and as a consequence biz 
will be low at $5,200; unusual, as 
house has been doing rather well 
lately. Last week ‘White Woman’ 
(Par) and ‘Girl Without a Room!’ 
(Par) was off, too, at $5,500. 

RKO Albee (2,500; 15-25-50)— 
‘Man’s Castle’ (Col) and ‘The New 
Yorkers’ on stage. Swell stage show 
started badly, with film holding lit- 
tle pull.” House has been on and off 
stage shows. Still looks like nice 
$12,000. Last week ‘Horse Play’ 
(U) and ‘Criminal at Large’ 
(Helber) as regular 40 cents top 
price was very bad at less than 
$2,000 for four-day run. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-25-35)— 
‘Forgotten Men’; opened (21) for 
week’s run; looks like at least $3,500 
on strength of opening and the swell 
advance ballyhoo. Last week ‘After 
Tonight’ (RKO) and ‘King of the 
Wild Horses’ was oke at $1.100 on 
split week 


BAER WALLOPS BALTO 
AT $17,500, ‘GHOUL’ OK 


3altimore, Jan. 22. 

A general let-down in the prod- 
uct on tap this week. The Century 
will hit an indisputable gravy trail 
due to Max Baer‘s p. a. stint with 
a town-topping $17,500, and the 
Little, midget loop arty, is cutting 
a swath with a British importation, 
‘The Ghoul’ Boris Karloff, top 
name, boasts a rep hereabouts. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,200: 25- 
35-40-55-66)—‘Women in His Life’ 
(M-G) and Max Baer on stage. Pie 
no factor but Baer in on thundering 
publicity and has pleased with his 
act. Should seen a sweet-'n’-hot 
$17,500. Last week ‘Fugitive Lovers’ 
(MG) and Buddy Rogers’ unit, with 
the latter primarily accountable, 
danced off with neat $18,700. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,500; 


(Continued on page 30) 
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__ FOREIGN FILM NEWS 





French Still Squawking at Nazi 
Film Pact; Fear German Flood 





» 
es 


Paris, Jan. 13. 

Big squeal continues from French 
producers that Germans are shov- 
ing them off the map by making 
French pictures with French stars 
in Berlin cheaper than the French 
ean produce here. Squawk is stim- 
ulated by an anncuncement in 
trade press by UFA that it will 
throw 20 pix on the market here 
in quick succession, while the 
French output is lighter than ever 
before. 

Players such as Marie Bell, Pierre 
Blanchard, Armand Bernard, Meg 
Lemonnier, all French draws, are 
on the UFA list. Theoretically, for 
unrestricted distribution here, a 
film must be French made, but Ger- 
mans get around this in part by 
having a Frenchman listed as pro- 
duction supervisor. 

Exchange agreemen also makes 
it possible for Germans to send a 
film into France for everyone they 
make in France. So they make a 
short in France for $5,000 or $6,000 
to use, or throw away, in Germany, 
and in exchange send France a full 
length feature picture, the local 
boys contend. 

French also complain that the 
German industry is’ subsidized, 
whereas their own government talks 
all the time about giving them spe- 
cial bank aid but actually does 
nothing. Big French producers now 
are very quiet, partly for lack of 
funds. Actors are wary of con- 
tracts, because several of them— 
Victor Boucher, for example—have 
made films for which they can’t 
collect salaries. 

Local exhibitors still kicking at 
bad business. Grosses now are 30 
percent below last year, which is 
better than 50 percent below, as 
they reported a couple of weeks 
aco. 


CZECH ATTENDANCE OFF 
WITH U. S. FILMS OUT 


Prague, Jan. 13. 
Official statistics show a decided 
reduction of the attendance in the 
Czechoslovak picture houses for the 
year 1933, the reduction in the 
larger cities being about 30% and of 


50% in smaller places, as compared 
to the year 1932. 

The unequal proportion of reduc- 
tion of attendance between the 
larger and smaller localities is due 
to the fact that in the large cities 
on an average of only one picture 
house exists for 3,000 inhabitants, 
while in smaller cities and villages 
there is a theatre for every 1,000 to 
2,000 inhabitants. 

Lack of American films, which 
walked out of the country a bit over 
a year ago as a tax protest and 
which still don’t come in, is the 
answer. 





A new United Artist branch has 
been formed in Prague and has 
asked the ministry of the interior 
for a license for the distribution 
of films and sale of film accessories. 
Headed by Theatre Owner Oscar 
Kosek, and Dr. Nettl, lawyer. 


The golden medals given by the 
Prague journal Film Kurier for the 
best films of the year 1933 were 
awarded to the domestic Czech film, 
‘Baten Up Store,’ directed by Marc 
Fric, and to the German ‘Beggar’s 


Opera’ (WB), megged by G. W. 
Pabst. 
“Katherina,” Ufa film in _ the 


Czech language, is now being made 
in Barrandov studio, under direc- 
tion of Vladimir Slavinsky and E. 
A. Londen. Based on comedy of 
Eugen Holly, Bratislava journalist 
with music by Josef Kumock. 


Par’s Clark -Out 


William Clark, managing director 
of Paramount in Australia, is out. 
He was recalled to the New York 
office some weeks ago without ex- 
planation. 

John Kennebeck will get the as- 
signment to replace Clark when re- 
organization plans are completed. 
He has been in Australia for some 
years as exploitation chief. 








Voltaire’ Breaks London 
Recoid; Barred in France 


London, Jan. 13. 
‘Affairs of Voltaire,’ current at 
Regal, where it is scheduled for four 
weeks, has broken the house record. 
Warners rushed the picture to 
France, to give it a pre-release at 
the Apollo, a Warner release house, 
but were requested by the govern- 
ment there to hold picture back. 
Government is afraid film, which 
deals with the corrupt practises of 
the French government in the 18th 
century, will stimulate the uneasy 
feelings of the French population 
now on edge due to the Stavisky 
scandal, which reveals corruption in 
high places similar to the Voltaire 
period. 


French Distribs 
Tie In With S. S. 
Line for U.S. Mart 





French producers are now get- 
ting a weekly free trade show 
of modern French films in New 


York without having to pay ship- 
ping charges, duty or in any 
other way encountering expense, 
via a tieup with the French Line. 
Two of the showings have already 
been held and one is scheduled 
weekly as long as the pictures last. 

Steamship line is given the films 
for exhibition to passengers during 
the journey without having to pay 
for rental, Remuneration comes 
while the line’s ships are in New 
York in that a trade show is ar- 
ranged each time for these films, 
with possible buyers, newspaper- 
men and others invited. Ship car- 
ries the film back but the repr«sen- 
tative of the French filmers then 
continues negotiations. If a sale is 
made the film is shipped over 
through regular channels. 

French filmers thus avoid paying 
shipping costs or duty on films that 
may or may not sell. French Line 
is a willing host, even to dishing 
up some drinks and sandwiches for 
the New York filmites, figuring it’s 
good publicity besides good busi- 
ness. It brings the New York pic 
mob out to see the films more solid- 
ly than would be true in regular 
projection room showings. 

Cosmo Films of Paris, distribs, 
made the deal with the French 
Line and John Taperneaux, new to 
film biz, is following the thing up 
on the New York end. 


U. S$. MADE INDIE PIC 
IN 2 OR 3 TONGUES 


Sari Fedak, former 
Ferenc Molnar, Hungarian play- 
wright, left last week for Holly- 
wood to start negotiations for an 
indie film to be made in this coun- 
try starring her. Idea is to make 
it pretty much an all-Magyar ef- 
fort, with Paul Lukas possible to 
handle the lead opposite Miss 
Fedak, if Paramount loan can be 
arranged. 

Money for the film was raised by 
a syndicate of Hungarians in New 
York, $50,000 of it understood on 
hand in cash with more ready when 
and if needed. 

Idea is to make a film in English 
and Hungarian versions, with a 
third version in German possible. 





Foreign 0. 0.’s 


John W. Hicks, Jr., head of Para- 
mount’s foreign department, 
for Europe Jan. 30 to o.o. the Con- 


six weeks or so. 


goes to London first to head a con- 





ito the Continent for general survey 
' 
}) purposes 





wife of | 





sails | 


tinental offices. He'll be there about | 


vention of all the British staff, then | 


Cable Address 
Telephone Temple Bar 41-5042 
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Mexico Trims WB Film, 
Deemed Anti-German 


Mexico City, Jan. 18 

Objections by Germans to certain 
sequences in ‘Captured’ (WRB) on 
the ground that they slight Hitler- 
land reminded the state department 
of a law that Mexico must not stand 
for pictures offending he: ny 
friendly nation. 


Ol a 


Department ordered local WB of- | 
fice to cut the criticized sequences | 
Lefore okaying distribution for lo- | 


cal nabe circuit. 
‘Captured’ played a first run house 


here without any kicks, but com- | 


plaints from Teutons rolled in dur- 


ing showings in the prov-nces. Ger- | 


mans wanted the whole picture 
banned, but department yielded only 
on cutting some scenes, 


SCHENCK - KELLY 
HEADIN’ HOME, 
PLANS SET 


Arthur W. Kelly and Joseph M. 
Schenck sailed for New York Sat- 
urday (19) after 
thorough reorganization of 
Artists abroad. That included 
strengthening and enlarging of 
staffs in all the European spots, ex- 
cept Germany, to take care of in- 
creased product. Also the financial! 
reorganization of London Films and 
British & Dominion Films, Ltd., all 
the product of which companies 
goes to U. A. for world release, 


completing a 


Last week Schenck and Kelly 
made a quickie tour of Europe, 
stopping off in Vienna, Budapest 


and other spots to give final okay 
to offices opened up by Kelly six 
and eight months ago. All offices 
on the continent will work out of 
Paris, it has been decided, with 
Jack Koerpel in charge. 

Night before sailing Schenck and 
Kelly were in Paris for the world 
premiere of ‘Catherine the Great’ 
(London Films) at the Miracles 
Theatre. 

Germany is absent from U. A. 
plans. No office there or repre- 
sentation of any sort. Some films 
will be dubbed into German for 
Central European consumption and 
if native agents want to buy them 
outright okay, but no distribution 
plans on the part of the company 
itself. Most of the German dubs 
will be made in Paris, with some 
possibly done in Vienna, for political 
and economic purposes. 

Production in Paris, which had 


been mulled for some time, is 
definitely out. Company has de- 
cided that it can’t make French 


films as cheaply as can the French, 
so it won't bother. When the 
French indies make okay pics the 
company will be interested in dis- 
tribution rights. 

Kelly has been abroad for over a 
year working on the various 
tangents of the foreign expansion 
thing and figures he’s now ready 
to go home and see the folks. 


United 
' 


Status of U.S. Films for Germany: 
New Anti-Dual Bill Worrisome 





UA Needs Another Paris 


Paris, Jan. 22. 

| ‘Catherine the Great’ (London 
|} Films) had its world premiere here 
Friday night (19) at the Miracles 
with Douglas Fairbanks, Joseph M. 
Schenck, Arthur W. Kelly, Douglas 
Fairbanks, Jr., and a lot of notables 
attending. Pretty much of a Holly- 
wood opening, with all the trim- 
mings, including government repre- 
sentatives and a Garde National at 
the door. 

Film as originally scheduled for 
the Lord Byron, where ‘Henry the 
Kighth’ got its world premiere five 
months ago, but the earlier picture 
is still holding on. 

Meantime U. A. is piling up pic- 
tures here and needs two houses to 
help clear the path. On the sched- 
ule for the Lord Byron, to follow 
‘Henry’ are ‘Masquerader,’ ‘The 
Bowery’ and ‘Roman Scandals, 
which are to come in in that order. 
though one or two may be shunted 
to the Miracles to make room for 
newer product as it comes along. 


Boyd, Marshall 
Wanted by A&B, 
New British Co. 


London, Jan. 13. 

A. & B. Film Productions, Lim- 
ited, newly formed concern which 
has Carl Brisson under contract for 
one picture to which they intend to 
hold him, are lining up talent for 
‘Black Shirt’, Bruce Graham's best 
seller for 1933. Chester Morris 
deal fell through, as actor wants too 
much money, and would have dif- 








ficulty getting release from Uni- 
versal. 
Herbert Marshall thought of, 


ing scheduled for March 4, at Net- 
tlefold studios, with L. Cahn to 
meg. Florence Desmond might be 
brought back from Hollywood for 
femme lead if Fox will grant tem- 
porary release. Harry Roy's May- 
fair hotel band and Maurice Win- 
nick band from Ciro’s club also 
under consideration. 


G-T Stock Situation 
General Theatres Corporation, 
the subsidiary of Gaumont-British 
which handles the variety theatres, 


000,000 outstanding of 6%% of first 
|; mortgage debenture stock and over 
| (Continued on page 64) 








Metro Ogles Melbourne House; 
Fuller Decries Tie-In Story 


By ERIC GORRICK 
Sydney, Dee. 27. 

It now looks certain that MGM 
will take over a Melbourne theatre, 
probably the Auditorium, and thus 
break into theatre management in 
Australia rather than build a house 
of its own. 

Metro seeks theatre control to 
break into opposition against Gen- 
eral Theatres in Melbourne. Par- 
amount has been operating its own 
theatre in Melbourne for years, and 
will continue. G. T. attempted to 
buy the Par house, but the deal fell 
through at the very iast moment. 

The Auditorium has been operat- 
ing for some time under a British 
policy and, if deal goes through, will 
switch over to M-G special attrac- 
tions. Failing to secure this house, 
organization will build. 

Fullers emphatically denies that 
it is selling a portion of its theatre 


J. H. Seidelman, Columbia’s for- | jnterests to M-G. 
eign boss, sailed Friday (19). He| 


Both Sir Ben Fuller and W. J. 
Douglas. his g. m., admited they ha@ 
been approached by certain officials 
of M-G on a buy-in project ) 

(Continued on page 64) 





AFU EXEC ARRESTED 
| IN CURRENCY FRAUD 


Berlin, Jan. 13. 
In connection with the disclosure 
of a severe violation of the strict 


currency regulations in this coun- 
try, a member of the board of the 
AFU, Ernst Wilhelm Leborius, was 
arrested today charged with having 
assisted in bringing close to a mil- 
lion reichsmarks ($360,000) out of 
chief inculipant, a Swiss banker 
seems to have gained the frontie: 
in time to escape arrest. 

In a statement to the press the 
AFU points out that the pending 





investigations have nothing to do, 
with transactions of the company | 
; but merei concer! tT t 
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Cinema; Films Piling Up | 


with Bill Boyd not unlikely. Shoot- | 


headed by the Palladium, has $10,- | 


the country without a permit. The | 


+ — 


Washington, Jan. 2 


|} It will be possible within a 

| weeks to correctly gauge the Ger 
man film situation for the first time 
according to George R Canty 


United States film commissioner in 





‘Central Europe. There is still con- 
siderable question about the Ameri- 
can status in that country, as well 
as possible American prospects fo: 
film biz, he indicates. 


‘The economic situation is stil! 
bad,’ Canty says, ‘but governmental! 
plans to relieve oppressed exhib- 
itors from their many burdens, 
which in turn must provide them 
with greater purchasing means 
should bear fruit and permit of 
careful analysis very soon. 

‘Perhaps it will be seen at that 
time that American distribution 
costs are disproportionately high 
and must be lowered by some new 
system of distribution in order to 
show profits in Germany; or per- 
haps it will be recognized that the 
release of a certain number of do- 
mestic features is necessary to keep 
American exchanges in business.’ 

The new German anti-double fea- 
ture bill. Canty Indicates, is an- 
other possible headache for Amer- 
icans which has to be watched for 
a while. 

‘Heretofore,’ he says, ‘American 
exchanges sold many of their Eng- 
lish language film with superim- 
| posed titles in German for second 
lfeatures. It is a practigal certainty 
that the end of the double feature 
|}exhibitions will mean the finish ot! 
ithese versions except in Berlin first 
| runs and possibly a few other Berlin 
houses for the reason that they 
will not stand up competitively in 
single-feature programs. Exhib- 
itors in the German provinces, 
where English is not understood 
very much, will hardly book them 
unless the market is dried of Ger- 
man talkers, which does not seem 
likely.’ 








‘Pommer Out of Hospital, 


| But Fox-Europa Quiet 





Paris, Jan. 13. 


j Eric Pommer is out of the hos- 
| pital, but Fox-Europa, which he 

| heads, is not producing for the mo- 

ment. ‘Lillom*’ and ‘Un a Vole Un 

| Homme’ (‘Man Stolen’), unit’s first 
two pix, are finished, and next ven- 
ture fs not fully decided on, due to 
uncertain state of market and Pom- 
| mer’s health. 

Understood that Pommer outfit 
will probably get going again along 
in March at the Paramount Join- 
ville studio. Several stories are in 
shape for possible shooting. 

Pommer is not yet back on the 
job, and won't start looking things 
over for a couple of weeks at least 


| 
| 


Lyons Back to U. S. 


Moscow, Jan. 22 

Mugene Lyons, for six years 
(‘nited Press correspondent in Mos- 
cow, is returning to the U. S. For 
the last four years he has also cov- 
ered Russian show business fo! 
VARIETY. 

He will reach New York late in 
February, laden with Soviet plays, 
novels and original screen mate- 
rial by leading writers to which he 
has obtained exclusive rights 
Among these are Alexei Tolstoy's 
‘Peter the Great’ and ‘Darling’; Bul- 
gakov’s ‘Days of the Turbins’; Fal- 
ko's ‘Man With a Portfolio’; Bill- 
Bielotzerkovsky'’s ‘Moon on _ the 
Left’; Voinova’s ‘Semi-Precious 
Stones’; Katayev's ‘A Million Tor 
tures.’ 





Once Is Enough, Sez Levy 


Paris, Jan. 13. 

Charles Levy, French Croesus and 
| backer! of Comptoir Cinemat 
| graphic Francaise for its produ 
| of ‘King Pausole is sore because 
lof announcement from London that 
| he is to finance a p re to be made 

by Llexade Korda 
I ‘ 


Ley 2 he made no arrange- 


fay 
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@ And “Cavalcade” holds 
the Radio City Music Hall 
attendance record 











|1Am Suzanne! 


with 


LILIAN HARVEY 


GENE RAYMOND 
LESLIE BANKS 


Podrecca’s Piccoli Marionettes. Story and screen 
lay by Edwin Justus Mayer and Rowland V. 
a. Directed by Rowland V. Lee. 


JESSE L. LASKY Production 
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GALLANT LADY | ais : | MASSACRE | I AM SUZANNE 
a Nl or S Twentieth Century production and | Miniature Reviews | First National productior na : (MUSICAL) 
United Artists release. Stars Ann Hard- Stars Richard Barthelmess Directed I Lasky pr uction and Fox ree 
ing. Features Otto Kruger and Clive | by Alan Crosland. Features Ann Dvorak ten Feat sca I lian H ae ts ” ee ne Raye 
Brook, Associate producers, William ‘ ’ ry Dudley Digges, Claire Dodd Adapted i l.es “ H ks and Pi ~oli Marione 
Goetz and Raymond Griffith. Directed | Gallant stand . A). One of | by Ralph Block and Sheridan Gibney | Q-/c2" pirected by Rowland V. Lee. Story 
by Gregory La Cava. From original by} Ann Harding's eS. Strong rom story by Robert Gessner and nd a itior y tl tirector and Fdwin 
ISHAM JONES Orch Gilbert Emery and Douglas Doty. Adap- | mother interest and has all Block George Barnes, ph tog At ustus M er Dances staged by Sammy 
With Gypsy Nina, The Boylans tation, Sam Mintz: photography, Pev |} > ; . | Strand, N. Y., week Jan. 17 Running | e At Mus Hal N. Y., week Jan. 18 
Variety Marley. At Rivoli, N. Y¥., for run start- | that’s needed for the other i time. 70 mins ; | tur simem mine 
10 Mins. ing Jan. 20. Running time, 81 mins | side of the fence. Joe Thunder Horse.Richard Barthelmess | suz pr so ap accar tlk on Harvey 
et eine a aun as kine Ann Harding | , — in “ge ERI TE ee Deere eseeess--Gene Raymon 
Hollywood, N. Y. <> aleeplcelg ee te cece at faive teoek | ‘Fashions of 1934’ (FN). || Guissenberry.........c... Dudley Digges | Baron.......ccccses eae cad Leslie Banks 
Vitaphone No. 1639 Phillip Lawrence......-. Otto Kruger | Lavish girl-and-clothes musi- | Norma eo veccccceccces Claire Ds te — MA. seeees . sete — rgi ® ‘ so 
yi cali , ‘ i Tulli ‘ar é ° j in ~ amry Neill rin cose seeeeeceseseses reney siitenet 
Nicely produced short to relieve —s ih chads aetocasees - a Mo. = } eal not overboard on music. | ~ KIMSOM. .cccceeesseeees Port 8 = ~ D: i Sencha y..)} watt Hobbes 
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Go On Forever,’ irising-in to the 
Toyland Club where the Boylans 
and Nina enter. Latter accordion- 
vocalizes ‘Siboney.’ The entire per- 
sonnel is in comic opera toyland 
costumes in keeping with the 
setting. 

The ‘Rachmaninoff’ finale intro- 
duces some nice library processing 
etuff and it all ends on the upbeat. 
which can’t be said for all band 
shorts. Furthermore the band per- 
sonnel is nicely pan-shotted and 
well presented omampetographionty- 

el, 


4ISN’T THAT AWFUL?’ 

Easy Aces (Comedy) 

10 Mins. 

Hollywood, N. Y. 
Vitaphone 

Another in the series by the Easy 
Aces of radio rep. Goodman Ace 
authored this short as he does his 
ether scripts. He and Jane Ace are 
the principles. Charlie Williams 
from coast flickers is identified ir 
a stooge bit, but unbilled. Roy 
Mack directed. 

Idea is good and while well exe- 
cuted it might have been milked 
even a bit further. Jane Ace is one 
of those radio addicts. She sets 
her time by half past Amos ’r’ Andy: 
When the grocer observes that 
Eddie Cantor’s radio program is 
good, that reminds her to buy some 


coffee; Graham McNamee is the 
prompter to order some Graham 
crackers; Fred Allen inspires to 


mayonnaise; Phil Baker reminds 
her she needs some ham; but she 
also likes The Goldbergs on the 
radio, so that reminds her to cancel 
the ham, etc. 

It’s a satire on the radio mer- 
chandizing thing and probably in 
best taste that radio commercial- 
sponsored artists like the Aces 
should do it. While a satirical rib 
on the ether salesmanship it’s also 
a valuable inferred bally for the 
appe@.il of the mike method of mer- 
chandizing. 

Goodman Ace through all this is 
very much annoyed and decides to 
teach her a lesson. He seats him- 
self before the radio and in turn 
tries this and that cigar, cigaret, 
toothpaste, etc. and gets himseif 
plenty sick. Finally he tries a medi- 
cation product, announced as spon- 
sored by Cleano’s Crime Stories. 
The tag is a Chic Sale crack which 
may or may not be fancied in gen- 
eral. It's the sole let-down in an 
otherwise tiptop short. Abel. 





BING CROSBY 
‘Just An Echo’ 
Musical Sketch 
22 Mins. 
Paramount, N. Y. 
Paramount 

Crooner Bing Crosby, now also 
Actor Crosby, is cast this time as 
a forestry trooper with a yen for 
vocal calisthenics and pretty girls, 
in particular the niece of his 
Superior who arrives at camp for a 
vacation, In between the light 
romantic plot development, Crosby 
croons a couple numbers, with 
‘Just An Echo’ the tune featured. 
Lacks the punch of a trip hammer 


but agreeable shorts diversion for 
all. 

Background is the outdoors of 
some spot in the west that looks 


like a forest preserve with campers 
around. Ling is on horseback part 
of the time riding around the moun- 
tains, among other things stopping 
people from smoking cigs, the how 
he first meets up with the girl; a 
type who screens none too well. 
Later, when a dance is given for 
her by her Captain papa, Bing is 
called upon to render a pop croon 
special. 

When his attentions to the lead- 
ing lady are stubbornly restrained, 
the girl goes to jump into the lake 
under heat of conceit, and does, 
Bing follows for the rescue. The 
two end up on horseback, Bing clos- 


ing things up with more of ‘Just 
An Echo.’ Two girls supporting 
are Mary Kkornman and <Alice 
Ardell, mistress and maid respec- 
tively. 

Arvid E. Gillstrom is the producer 
and director. Char. 








Ruverol ‘Seslgts at MG 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 
Aurania Ruverol, author of the 
play ‘Growing Pains,’ is at Metro as | 
a scenario 
She is 


writer. | 
scripting an original for 
Hunt, Stromberg production. 


|} copy in every respect, start 


‘shifts to 


particular, but shorn of any singular 
predilections of fan element it’s a 
picture which commands entertain- 
ment of all. Attendance prospects 
are preponderately bright. Maybe 
not the best picture of the year, but 
among the candidates for that ra“- 
ing. 

For Ann Harding the story of 
‘Gallant Lady,’ with its sympathetic 
interest and situations, affords op- 
portunities that have not been hers 
of late. She shines in her modest 
manner of performance as_ the 
mother who is torn from a father- 
less baby. 

As the story commences to un- 
furl, and for sometime thereafter, 
it is equivocal whether or not the 
mother becomes such out of wed- 
lock or whether the father, killed 
in an attempted trans-oceanic flight, 
was her husband. While the latter 
is inferred the scenario could have 
made it less doubtful. 

Miss Harding has competent sup- 
port including Clive Brook, Otto 
Kruger, Tullio Carminati, littie 
Dickie Moore and Janet Beecher. 
Without such a cast she might have 
had a trying time endeavoring to 
reach the punch attained. 

A good guesser might suspect 
what's going to happen after seeing 
the first reel or so, yet there re- 
mains sufficient plot development 
and turn of situation to maintain 
the suspense. Even up to the last 
500 feet or so, the guesser may have 
his doubts. Picture is that way 
through its 81 minutes, teasing its 
audience just enough to make it di- 
verting and relishing. 

Miss Harding does a_ broken- 
hearted mother-to-be who is _ be- 
friended by a stranger, a down-and- 
outer returned from a prison sen- 
tence. Between the two a restrained 
admiration builds up which is never 
permitted to express itself very defi- 
nitely in a romantic manner. After 
accidentally meeting her boy, now 
seven or eight years old, in Paris, 
Miss Harding weaves her way into 
his affection and eventually marries 
the father who adopted him. This 
occurs about the time when another 
foster-mother is in prospect. It’s 
all handled deftly by both story and 
direction, 

Tullio Carminati is a pseudo- 
comedy character as a _ love-sick 
count who follows Miss Harding 
around but eventually swings his 
attentions to another. He sings a 
couple of numbers in addition. They 
don’t jar the picture or sidetrack 
the story. 

Brook, always reliable, and Kru- 
ger, are both there. Making Brook 
an outcast is a little out of his line 
but not an unreasonable character 
in his hands, harking back to one 


of the early Bancroft pictures. As 
the kid Dickie Moore stirs the 
Char. 


necessary this and that. 


FASHIONS OF 1934 


(MUSICAL) 


First National production and _ release, 
Stars William Powell. Features Bette 
Davis, Frank McHugh and Verree Teas- 
dale. Directed by William Dieterle. Adap- 
tation by Gene Markey and Kathryn Scola; 
screen play, F. Hugh Herbert and Carl 
Erickson, from original by Harry Collins 
and Warren Duff. Numbers created and 
directed by Busby Berkeley; songs, Sammy 


Fain and Irving Kahal; gowns, Orry-Kelly; 
direction, 





camera, William Rees; music 
Leo Forbstein. At Hollywood, N. Y., week 
Jan. 18. Running time, S% mins 
Sherwod Nash..cccccccccses William Powell 
EMER cc ccccve $3066 6906066004065 Sette Davis 
BMAD. .cscces Scbecenncscsy SEER Ones 
The Duchess..cccccoece++s-Verree Teasdale 
Baroque....s.ee coccccccces meeginaid Owen 
Duryea...... énebieeeesses see: eee 
TimmMy....+6 PWHTTTTIT ETT Phillip Reed 
Joe Ward...... jaaeeeeseeaeas Hugh Herbert 
Harry...cccsccecccccsesss Gordon Weatcott 
Glenda..... pseseeenssesecs Ore 2a 
Glass... ccocces ecccccceses- Ptienne Girardot 
Feldman...... TYTTTTTL TL William Burress 
Caponelli...... Sveeecenesin George Humbert 
‘Fashions of 1934’ may be a bit 


being 
premise, but 
It has color, 


far-fetched and inconsistent, 
predicated on a 


it’s a boxoffice picture. 


false 





flash, dash, class, girls and plenty 
of clothes. 

It's certainly one of the most] 
saleable pictures extant. All sorts | 
of exploitation angles and ood | 


. | 
ing with 


the title. 


The femme appeal is ob- 


| vious from the billing, so that takes 
| care of the boys also. 

Story has to do with the boot- 
legging of exclusive Paris models 
Action starts in the U.S. but quickly 


the French capital where 


‘Cross Country Cruise’ (U). 


Another in the overland bus 
cycle. Might be liked in lesser 
houses. 


‘| Am Suzanne’ (Fox). Third 
for Lillian Harvey, and a big 
improvement. Puppet show 
fantasy. Jesse Lasky-pro- 
duced. 

‘Let’s Fall in Love’ (Col). 
Unpretentious and pleasant 
musical with a new girl, Ann 
Sothern. No chorus, no legs, 
no undressing for a change. 
Moderately geared for mod- 
erate income, 

‘Miss Fane’s Baby is Stolen’ 
(Par). Kidnap yarn with Alice 
Brady, Dorothea Wieck and 
Baby LeRoy in cast. Boxoffice 
as well as entertainment. 

‘Myrt and Marge’ (U). Pic- 
ture starring radio team of 
same name holds some Al 
Boasberg-Ted Healy hokum 
comedy that partly covers up 
clumsiness of the production. 
Okay for nabes and small 
towns where Myrt and Marge 
have air following. 











the _ slick, racketeering Powell 
transfers his ingenuity and bun- 
combe to coincide with the ultra 
ateliers of the French fashion 
founts. He soon has the couturiers 
of both Continents nerts with his 
theatrical methods, aided and 
abetted not a little by the fortuitous 
circumstance of having remembered 
the Duchess way. back when she 
was just Hoboken Mamie. With 
the Duchess (Verree:Teasdale) as 
the fulcrum of a key Situation, he 
stymies the topnotch French male 
dressmaker, Baroque, (Reginald 
Owen), who is interésted in the 
pseudo-Russian duchess, 


The negative retrospective aspects 
are many. For one thing Powell 
(who is starred) is a Wrong guy, 
despite all his affability which alone 
sustains his sympathetic | appeal. 
Just why and how Bette Davis en- 
ters the picture never quite rings 
true. But there she is and she must 
be accepted. Frank McHugh is 
Powell’s stooge. 

In the Paris locale Miss Teasdale 
comes into prominence as does 
Reginald Owen who is convincing 
as Baroque, the champ couturier. 
Hugh Herbert also has his moments 
as the big feather and ostrich 
man from California, 


In the lavish musical cycle, and 
according to the standards set by 
WB with ‘42nd Street,’ ‘Gold Dig- 
gers’ and ‘Footlight Parade,’ ‘Fash- 
ions’ doesn’t top any of these, but 
WB has wisely refrained from 
aspiring to such pretentions and yet 
it is pretentious enough in the one 
big sock opportunity. 

That’s the wow feather scene 
wherein Busby Berkeley has com- 
bined a pageant of ostrich plumes 
to include a Hall of Human Harps, 
a Web of Dreams, and Venus and 
her Galley Slaves. These capital- 
ized phrases are culled from the 
program. It’s merely an elabora- 
tion and buildup of every aspect of 
the feather number. Herein Ber- 
keley again repeats the prismatic 
formations, dissolves, overhead 
shots and other of the now estab- 
lished school of B.B. cinematerps. 
Seemingly Berkeley now commands 
the position of demanding certain 
latitude to get over his ideas, and 
Warners has been generous in ac- 
cording him full co-operation. 

Wisely there isn’t an overplus of 
music. ‘Broken Melody’ is the one 
big number, reprised for the ostrich 
feather production, with the blond« 
lookers camera-angled from every 
stance. The idea has been to pro- 
mulgate the plot foremost although 
the sundry deficiencies are obvious 

The expert playing does much to 
bolster script shortcomings, notably 
Powell. 


| Fair. 
jan 





subject by setting the action at the 
time of the last Chicago World's 
Richard Barthelmess stars as 
Indian with Broadway playboy 
ideas, and upon his shoulders restg 
the assignment of drawing about all 
‘Massacre’ will get. Not likely to be 
much despite the all-around tech- 
nical excellence of the production 
and the sincerity behind the theme. 

Barthelmess is yes and no in the 
role of Joe Thunder Horse, an edu- 
cated Sioux, who has been away 
from the reservation so long he 
doesn't know the difference betweece 
a papoose and a tomahawk. Worst 
of all, when surrounded by other 
big chiefs whe are Indians on the 
up and up, he doesn't look an Indian 
any more than Jimmy Durante looks 
like a Chinaman. Only the ener- 
getic playing of the role as handled 
by Barthelmess saves it from com- 
plete incredibility. 

Story is very complicated ant 
rambles off on too many tacks. It 
starts with Joe as the star of a 


| wild west show at the Fair, and a 





redskin Don Juan with the local 
society girls. One girl (Claire Dodd) 
in particular goes for him, and ii. 


| Py 
their last scene together they fade 
;out in an embrace on a couch. 


Joe’s father, a big chief, who 
hasn’t seen the boy for years, is 
dying and sends for him. Upon ar- 
riving Joe learns of the cruelty of 
the white reservation heads and 
proceeds to correct the conditions 
through a friend in Washington. 
Along the way are fires, riots, 6 
killing, a chase and an attack on the 
Indian's young sister by one of the 
white villains. 

Another Hollywood Indian, Ann 
Dvorak, is opposite Barthelmess as 
a native girl, also educated, who 
stenogs in the government office ani 
tips the hero about the ci ‘ling. 
They clinch in the midst of © «lassie 
outdoor scenic at the finish. 

Story requirements confine most 
of the camera stuff to flatlands of 
the Indian reservation, but even 
these are  pictorially interesting. 
Much care evidently was taken in 
the detail end, for the _ picture 
shows it. 

A capable cast of standard char- 
acter people in support with Dudley 
Digges the head vil and Clarence 
Muse in for comedy. Bige. 





Cross Country Cruise 


Universal production and release. Stars 
Lew Ayres and features June Knight, Alice 
White and Alan Dinehart. Directed by 
Eddie Buzzell. Stanley Rauh, story; Elmer 
Harris, screen play; Geo. Robinson, camera. 


At Roxy, N. Y., week Jan. 19. Running 
time, 78 mins. 

NOTMGR. ccocscecceveteccecscecc AW Ayres 
Sue. .oce covcesccesseooscccco;s Une EKnignt 
i ATO ceneeeenscnéececéocees AMOR Weis 
Steve. «cccocsccasoecssecesoes ALAS Dinewart 
Nita... ccocceeccecdecesoeece nee. Gelnnen 
GronsSOn...ccccccccscsececee ugene Pallette 
Murphy... c.ccccccccceccceces. sarenur Vinte® 
The Grouch.....cceseeesss- Robert McWade 
The Italian. .cccccccccsceces Henry Armetta 


Third release in the overland bus 
cycle, and no argument for that 
form of story. It’s padded and sadly 
lacking in plot. Photography most- 
ly good and sound average, with the 
direction pulled out of shape by the 
interpolations. Might be a draw in 
some spots and a swell ad for the 
Greyhound line, if it doesn’t create 
the impression that a murder is 
tossed in with every transconti- 
nental trip. 

This time the murder victim is the 





Miss | mm 


McHugh’s comedy  op- 
portunities are milked. Miss Teas- 
dale looks the Duchess and 
Davis’ assortment of hair-dresses | 


|are a bit bewildering, and a couple 


of ’em 


not so flattering. Philip 

Reed, as the kid composer, im 
presse as a comer. 

All other technical details ar: 

ultra from the costume and sceni 

| investiture and the gorgeous girl 


to Dieterle’s tiptop direction, whi 


does much to move things alon: ! 
fast, as does Berkeley’s numbe 
staging. Abel. 


wife of the heavy, who won't divorce 
her husband he can marry the 
heroine. He shoots her with a bow 
and arrow in a Denver department 
store. Bright hero pins the murder 
on him, though the heroine is ac- 
cused, and the heavy grabs the bus 
for an escape, crashing an airplane 
placed in the road to stop him. This 
might make a fairly acceptable story 
in 55 minutes. 

Part of the padding is due to stop- 
overs of the bus with extraneous 
matter instead of plot. Eugene Pal- 
lette is in just to make a verbal nui- 

ince of himself, and Robert Mce- 
Wade is a grouch to be peeved by 
Pallette. Yards and yards of road 
nery. much footage on the Mor- 
m tabernac ; and othe 
pots, and a visit to a carnival when 
onveniently breaks down 

the author a chan 
plant the bow and arrow idea. 

Interest not start until near 
the end, and it’s a poor script job 
all the 


So 


le, Chicago 


the bus « 
ind gives e to 


does 


Ayres, June Alice 
White and others 
part 

tinental buses a 


Grand Hotels 


Knight, 
nowhere in icular. Trans- 
re too 
} 


se turned 


int 
Into 


Harvey pesonality. 

A bad fault is slow pacing of a 
story that’s inherently not brisk by 
nature. At the Music Hall the 99 
minutes seem much too long, but 
that can always be corrected. The 
picture’s bid for attention within the 
trade is the fact that it settles the 
Lilian Harvey question; it shows 
that with the right handling this girl 
is okay. 

Story is perfect for the actress 
from the other side, a fantasy that 
treads as lightly as the girl herself, 
and gives her a crack at everything 
she does best. She’s a dancer under 
the tutelage and influence of a mer- 
cenary mixed team of polite rack- 
eteers. Her big romance is with the 
boy impresario of a puppet show. 


When she breaks her leg the boy 
takes her in. There are complica- 
tions, but it works out ali right, 


with the two of them teaming and 
clicking after the girl recovers. 

Story’s effectiveness is largely due 
to the clever use of puppets, both in 
the script development and the ac- 
tion. The puppets are used both for 
production number purposes and the 
underlying theme of the story. 
They're symbolical in their relation 
to the story, but it’s clearly drawn 
and easily understandable. Symbol- 
ism in films, when those who try it 
seek to go arty, usually is so com- 
plicated that Pinkerton and Scot- 
land Yard combined can’t unravel it. 
This time, however, it’s done simply 
and effectively. 

The Piccoli Marionette troupe, 
which played the picture houses re- 
cently, is featured in the billing 
along with Miss Harvey and Gene 
Raymond, but the Yale Puppeteers 
are credited with the two production 
numbers. Latter go to two extremes 
—hell and St. Moritz. 

Besides her singing and other 
dancing, Miss Harvey's specialty 
work includes an adagio number in 
which she takes a tossing around 
that no other picture principal has 
thought of attempting. A shorty in 
height and a briefy in weight, she’s 
just what they order for aesthetic 
threesomes. The close-ups indicate 
no doubling, either. Miss Harvey 
works with a big line of Gary Leons 
in a dance sequence smartly staged 
by Sammy Lee. 

Opposite Miss Harvey, and the 
right type, is Gene Raymond. Leslie 
3anks’ work as the combo comedian 
and villain should get him consider- 
able attention over here. Georgia 
Caine has the other meaty support 
part, teaming well with he Englishe 
man, Bige. 


LET’S FALL IN LOVE 


(MUSICAL) 

Columbia production and release. Feae 
tures Edmund Lowe with Ann _ Sothern, 
Miriam Jordan, Gregory Ratoff underlined, 
Directed by David Burton. Associate proe 





ducer, Felix Young; assit. director, Arthur 
Black; story and screen play, Herbert 
Fields; music and lyrics, Harold Arlen, 
Ted Koehler; musical director, Bakaleinie 
koff; cameraman, Penjamin Kline; sound, 
George Cooper; film editor, Gene Milford, 
At Rialto N. Y., week Jan. 19. tune 
ning time, 67 mins. 
OM Seceevecs’ eececcceccese- EQmund Lowe 
Jean ceccccccsveccocccceces+- Ann Sothern 
Gerry cccccccccccoccccecees-Miriam Jordan 
MAX ..ccccccccccccesescces- Gregory Ratoff 
For ell Coereccccessersesseses Tala Birell 
COMpOser seces eoreccscscseed Arthur Jarrett 
BBOTAE scciseee ececercess Marjorie Gateson 
A nice, modestly proportioned 


musical which should do moderately 
well for itself and the theatres. On 
the trade end it really amounts to 
a lesson on how to make a picture 
with tunes and keep it within 
financial reason. Some of the indie 
producers will probably sit through 


this one a couple of times. They 
should. 
3ut the penalty of holding down 


is that such films generally reap as 
they have sown unless the story, or 
comedy, is unusually strong. And 
this script is not muscle bound. Be- 
sides which it’s a bit shy on name 
strength, the lineup emphasizing 
|idmund Lowe and uncovering @ 
screen neophyte in the person of 
|Ann Sothern, nee Harriet Lake from 





|legit musical comedies, in whose di- 
| rec tion the exploitation will likely 
|point. Yet this weakness may also 


| be construed as part of the picture’s 


lstrength for Miss Sothern is no 
| hardship. She'll probably spend 
many an hour in the studios before 

he sees herself in another such 
rcloseup as she is lucky enough to 
lhave grabbed in this opera. It's 
down next to closing and ap- 


work hard but/S5 


ng 
parently one of the main reasons 
yme of the Coast lads have become 
Sothern contract minded. 
Other advantages are a hit 


i itag tune 
(Continued on page 21) 
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ASIA’S FIERCEST JUNGLE BEASTS 


Tuesday, January 23, 1934 
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CLYDE E. 
ELLIOTT 


director of 
“BRING ’EM 
BACK ALIVE” 


surpasses himself in 
this roaring torrent 
of sensational ex- 
citement! 








L COMBAT ::: 


DEVIL 
TIGER 


eyes like balls of 
fire... fangs like 
murderous daggers 
... powerful, crafty, 
terror-inspiring... 
mad with thirst for 
human blood. 














ACTUAL SIGHTS...ACTUAL SOUNDS...UNPARALLELED 








THRILLS...HITHERTO UNWITNESSED BY ANY LIVING MAN 





15 TREMENDOUS 
THRILLS 


Three lone humans...in 
Asia’s darkest jungles 
... pitting their puny 
strength against a 
maelstrom of ferocious 
beasts. Snarling tigers 
..-breath-crushing 
pythons... steel - jawed 
crocodiles ... lions... 
hyenas... bears... giant 
lizards ...leopards... 
other animals... know- 
ing one law; Kill or be 
killed! 








~t ZWay Bik 
ye eamete . “ 
MS Ot Tot: 
* % lied bs Sen 
= ieee = 
tiene ee Hanae P WSs 





THE RAVES BEGIN: 


“This travel film is a pip for 
thrilling animal combats in the 
jungle. There are so many ex- 
ploitation angles that IT’S A 


CINCH TO CORRAL THE 
CUSTOMERS with just a little 


smash. Clyde Elliott made this 


film in the heart of tropical 
Asia. IT’S A SWELL FILM 


AND ONE OF THE BEST OF 


ITS KIND.” 
says M. P. DAILY 











CIRCUS IT 
FOR A SMASH 
CLEAN-UP! 


Plaster the town with posters! 
Smack the newspapers with 
big ads! Flood the dailies with 
publicity! Turn your front into 
a jungle! Daze the town with 


stunts! FOR HERE YOU 
HAVE THE GREATEST 
ANIMAL SENSATION YET 
MADE...AN UNSTOPPABLE 
MOP-UP! 


L production 





REALISE 
GENUINE!! 
AUTHENTIC! 


From the black heart 
of Asia’s impenetrable 
jungles comes this 
amazing saga of beasts 
at death grips in the 
struggle for life. You 
hear their actual 
battle cries re-echo 
through the forest... 
sounds that haunt you 
for days! 




















Directed by | 


CLYDE E. 
ELLIOTT 


director of 


“BRING ’EM 
BACK ALIVE” 


Edited by Truman Talley 
Story by James O. Spearing 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Paramount's the ticket this week. 
From both the stage and the screen 
the show spells satisfaction, and, 
judging from the state of business 
at the peak hour Friday night, the 
gross is going to reflect that in no 
uncertain terms. 


Eddie Cantor is on the stage at 
the head of a unit which he himself 
has strung together. House pays 
the comedian $15,000 and he sup- 
plies the talent. How much is left 
for Cantor is a quesiion wher a 
compilation of the atractions re- 


veals acts of Chaney and Fox, Cnil- 
ton and Thomas, George Prentiss, 
Florence Desmond, a sister team 
and Dave Rubinoff. Permanent line 
girls of the theatre are supplied for 
two numbers, at opening and in the 
middle. 

Not the encre show but mo.wt of 
it, Cantor is punchy throughout 
with talk, kibitzing and songs. His 
session with Rubinoff follows vio- 
linist’s sock playing of a couple 
numbers in the Rubinoff manner. 

Cantor and Rubinoff kid each 
other a lot before calling it curtains, 
by which Friday night the time 
clock had the unit’s length at 75 
minutes. This is too long and has 
a tendency of slowing up the pro- 
ceedings at certain points but not as 
seriously as might be imagined be- 
cause of the bulk of talent on the 
stage. 

Unit opens with offstage chorus 
doing a Cantor number from ‘Ro- 
man Scandals’ (UA) entitled ‘Keep 
Young and Beautiful,’ line girls fol- 
lowing in an introductory for the 
comedian. At the outset Cantor, 
the sly young fellow that he is, gets 
in the plugs without making any- 
one ad-minded. He mentions his 
pictre, the Rivoli where it ended its 
run Friday (19), Chase & Sanborn, 
their coffee, ete. 

Chilton and Thomas 
their classic tap routine, Cantor 
coming back for more talk, this 
time of Washington, President 
Roosevelt, ete. George Prentiss’ 
clever ‘Punch and Judy’ perform- 
ance then goes on. Here is the 
strong appeal for the kids, plus 
Cantor, who most kids also take to. 

After a girl number as lead-up to 
a@ newly created dance number by 
Chaney and Fox, Florence Desmond 
arrives on the scene with her im- 
pressions of film stars. She's a hit, 
but if anyone wanted to trim the 
running time, she coul” drop 4 
couple bits which do not rank as 
her best and lessen the Hepburn 
encore speech. 

One of the big laughs for Cantor 
is provoked by his interlude as Mae 
West, in skirts, hat and all. In 
winding up Cantor and Rubinoff do 
& couple numbers, former throating, 
other violining. This portion could 
be made a little more compact, too. 
Even without remedy, it’s a show as 
played Friday night that won't have 
anyone suing the theatre. 

Picture also is an _ entertainer, 
“Miss Fane’s Baby Is Stolen’ (Par). 
A Bing Crosby short, ‘Just an 
Echo’ (Par) and Paramount News 
to dress. Char. 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Happens that this week the acts 
sort of snuggle up to each other and 
merge. Result is a smooth mover, 
notable more for the absence of 
poor material than for the value of 
the turns shown. Foster Girls get 
three good sets of costumes, too, 
and that helps. 

Opens with the ‘Chant Indouen’ 
danced by the girls. When they 
face 50th street they're nautch girls 
in white and silver. When they 
turn uptown they're in trunks and 
brassieres, mostly red. Two-way 
costumes not a novelty, but the 
music helps trick this one up. 
Changes when the bare legs show, 
carying from the Indian to the mod- 
ern theme and back as the girls 
pivot. 

The Espeys, two girls and a man, 
do a roughed up adagio in faster 
tempo than that. Without part of 
their act here, but enough to get a 
hand for some good stunts. chiefly 
falls. Carl Emmy next with his 
pooches. Evidently a late booking, 
as he gets no program or house 
board mention. Nice bunch of pups, 
smart tricks, though too much along 
the same lines, and a clown poodle 
that really does pantomime and 
shows a sense of comedy. Good 
stuff for the children who flock here 
and not hard to hand out to adults. 


follow in 


Next is the Four Franks in their 
hoofing and music. Act better 
dressed than the last time caught 


by this reviewer, and the younger 
girl toned down to the point where 
she gets over instead of tiring. Good 
little act that stood up well. 


Fourth is Vera Van, radio voice, 
who is not really a good singer, but 
knows some effective tricks that 
make her sound like something. 


It’s haymaking time for her, for she 


gets a great build-up, Rube Wolf, 
the m.c., coming in with her for the 
third song, and Wolf and the line 


girls backing the fourth. Line does 
half boys in tails and the other girls 


in pink, with huge ruffles half-way 
below the knees, for an odd effect. 
Not possible to lay out elaborate 
step routines for the girls with lim- 


ited rehearsal, but stuff is made to 





look showy, and this is a particu- 
larly good example of getting effect 
chiefly with walkaround. 

Trixie Friganza winds up with 
some new material that gets the 
laugh, and a burlesque bit with 
Wolf, who prefaces her act with a 
trumpet solo that doesn't hurt his 
reputation any. Good triple tonguing. 
Trixie doing the rumba is alone 
worth the price of admission. She 
sure gags it. 

Finish is the line again in simple 
but effective costumes, what there 
is of them. Not offensive, but show 
plenty. The Espeys back for the 
other, and harder half of their act 
and all on for the goodbye kiss. 
Stage show runs 59 minutes. 

Entire show runs three hours and 
25 minues as caught, but about half 
an hour of this can be blamed on a 
couple of shorts. More time taken 
by the Tastyeast broadcast, which 
is only Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday, with Jones and Hare hang- 
ing on the mike. A Disney short 
was advertised and not shown, re- 
placed by a Stoopnagle and Budd 
comedy that is not very funny. 

Picture is ‘Cross Country Cruise’ 
(U). House comfortably full down- 
stairs but wide open spaces in the 
gallery. Chic. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 17. 
Fair stage entertainment but no 
rave. Harry Rose builds up Harry 
Rose too strong in the opening and 


he fails to live up to his prognosti- 
cations, 

Line girls do three numbers, open 
with a high kicking routine, later do 
an old-fashioned waltz and close the 
show with a tap number. Sand- 
wiched in between, sure fire Nell 
Kelly sings three special numbers to 
good returns. Could have returned 
but she wisely called it a day. No- 
vak and Fay, with their familiar 
comedy hand-balancing work land- 
ed solidly and were called back for 
some extra clowning. Tex Morris- 
sey with her mule Hank, another 
femme, did okay. 

Stage band under Max Bradfield’s 
baton stuck to accompanying the 
acts, did away with the usual spe- 
cialty. 

Entire 
novelty, 
show. 

“All of Me’ (Par) the feature, Uni- 
versal-Louise Fazenda comedy, Par 
News clips and Port o’ Call travelog 
rounded out the screen entertain- 
ment. Biz capacity downstairs for 
the second show Thursday night. 

Call. 


presentation is without 
being just another stage 


STATE, N. Y. 


Either Cab Calloway or James 
Cagney has always meant happy 
tidings to the State. This week the 
Loew mainstreeter has them in 
combination, Calloway heading the 
stage aggregation and Cagney in 
‘Lady Killer’ (WB), and the takings 


should be away above average. Sat- 
urday matinee’s turnout pointed in 
that direction. Call on this occasion 
was on the verge of making it a 
holdout line, and even the supper 
show failed to reveal the customary 
wide and open field of empties. 

With Calloway down for $5,500, 
there wasn't much left to pass 
around for the rest of the bill. 
Bookers solved the problem by slip- 
ping in Capt. Willie Mause as the 
opening and two talking acts—Clyde 
Hager and Artie Lewis and Peggy 
Ames—to precede the headlining act. 
With the lineup cut down to four 
turns as compared to the usual five 
and Mauss limiting his exhibit to 
four minutes, the task of stretching 
things out fell to Calloway. 

At the Saturday mat performance 
Calloway kept himself and _ his 
troupe going at high speed for nigh 
40 minutes. With the exception of 
around 10 minutes of it the routine 
resolved itself into one band number 
after another, but there was no 
wearing down of this mob. Callo- 
way plied them with nine straight 
orchestrations, along with frequent 
outburst of his own brand of Har- 
lem caterwauling. Ulma Turner 
gave them something slick in thx 
way of toe and heel tatooing; Aida 
Ward contributed a smooth bit of 
torchifying and the Five Perculators 
unlimbered a_ sizzling mess of 
rhythm by both the vocal and pedal 
route, but still the customers clam- 
ored for more. Melange that Callo- 
way has put together for his brief 
stage tour prior to sailing for Lon- 
don is the best he’s yet unveiled 
across the vaude footlights. If this 
is what he’s taking over with him, 
the results can’t be anything short 
of sensational. 

Following Capt. 
‘Death Wheel’ stunt, 


Mauss’ 
hurt- 


Willie 
with the 


ling of his bike around the circum- | 


ference of the ferris structure good 
for at least two minutes of high 
blood pressure, Clyde Hager put on 
his potato-cutting dodge and found 
the old chestnuts and double enten- 
dres were still okay for this bunch. 
Artie Lewis has added an eight-foot 
boy to his act, making it two turns 


in one—one crossfire and the other 

| sideshow. Both portions of the 

| Lewis-Ames circus registered solidly 
Oder. 





PALACE, N. Y. 


Just a vaude show at the Palace 
this week, with nothing much to get 
excited about at any time, though 


with a sufficient mixture of enter- 
tainment to pass. 

Starts with Van Horn and Inez, 
skating act. Three people, 
Lytell being the third.. All okay on 
the rollers, doing what most other 
skaters do without getting too 
worked up. 

Ross Wyse, Jr., with papa and 
mamma, in the deuce, had a nice 
time. Kid knows how to dance and 
will develop. Still inclined to be a 
bit too smart alecky. 

Gertrude Niessen, centered, sprung 
a surprise by going in for a dance 
number. Her singing is good for 
vaude though not as good as on 
radio. But her dancing is, surpris- 
ingly enough, even better. Does a 
rhumba with all the twists in their 
proper places. Unfortunately, the 
Palace electrician spoiled one of her 
numbers at least by putting a baby 
spot in dark blue on her face. She 
can't take that kind of lighting. 

Gordon and Ryan next to shut. 
Gordon is getting too fancy with his 
comedy. Gordon knows laughs and 
knows how to handle them, but isn’t 
demonstrating it on this date. Here 
again the electrician went haywire 
on lights, almost ruining Miss 
Ryan’s solo. 

Gracella and Theodore, for the 
closing groove, had themselves an 
easy romp. Theirs is a well-dressed, 
colorful turn. 

Exactly one hour, which is plenty 
of show, with ‘Design for Living’ 
(Par) on its third Broadway stop. 

Kauf. 


FOX, B’KLYN 


Two performers of outstanding 
ability on the current bill. These are 
Chaz Chase and Art Frank. But 
imagine Frank doing his takeoff of 
a decrepit thrill seeker in front of a 
bandstand without a backdrop and 
lights full up. That’s how he’s 
staged here. Chase, of course, uses 
the whole stage to advantage. 

Show girl types support the line 
girls. The former open in a flash 
number wearing musty costumes 
that at least should have been dust- 
ed down and otherwise are mis- 
fitting to the rounded figures of the 
girls. 

Fred Berrens leads everything on 
the stage, even the choral group, 
which in one number stands before 
a scrim. The band is behind the 
scrim and Berrens, who is short of 
stature, is in front of the choral 
group, but vet supposedly also leads 
the band, which he can’t see and 
who can’t see him. That’s unique. 

Wrong, also, to place Berrens in 
front of a performer, so as to hide 
that performer from the audience. 
This happens while Al Goodhart, 
song composer turned performer, is 
one. Berrens when not in front of 
Goodhart is back or to the side of 
him, enough so as to distract with 
the waving of the baton from any- 
thing Goodhart may do. 

A dance pair in evening clothes do 
a waltz before the finale, and do it 
altogether too slow. Means little. 
Couple of shorts and newsreel (U) 
round out. Scale drops from 55 cents 
to 25 cents at 10:30 Saturday night 
for midnight show, which begins at 
other Brooklyn loop spots at least 
one hour later or more. That’s 
when the Fox fills up. They may be 
a moral in this that’s not on the 
stage. Shan. 


ORPHEUM, DENVER 


Denver, Jan. 15. 


First sho to be produced in 
Denver by Fanchon personally, 
headlined Estelle Taylor, and was 
also the first week for Al Lyons, 
m.c., imported from the Fox, St. 
Louis. This improvement is just 
the thing the Orpheum stage shows 
have been needing. Heretofore the 
m.c, has been drafted from one of 
the acts and usually it worked out 


poorly. 

This first show by Fanchon is 
fast and entertaining throughout, 
Lyons doing the job of announc- 
ing and leading the band in 
first class fashion. Packed houses 


so far helped by ‘Convention City’ 
(FN) on the screen, 

Chas. Brugge drew the 
spot, followin ~ the goils, and with a 
Charlie Chaplin makeup, and like 
Chaplin in all his pictures, says 
nary a word. Does typical Chaplin 
imitations, and while standing on 
his head plays banjo. 

Carson and Isabel do fast acro- 
batic and ballroom dancing, mixing 
in a few tricks not on the usual 
lists. It’s a rapid fire act, good 
while it lasts, but too short. It’s 
hard work. 

A unique novelty, at least for 
Denver, was the next routine by the 
girls. Before a black drop the line, 
dressed as characters in a cartoon 
on the screen, dance back and 
forth. There’s four skeletons, a 
couple of fish, a frog, and others. 
Expensive costumes, but 
worth it. 

Gus Elmore and Sims, 
get off to a typical lazybones start. 
Out hunting wild men, after giving 


instructions to other how to act 
one goes off, changes to wild man 
|ecostume, and their antics, as the 
wild man tries to get the Negro, 


Betty | 
| proved, is beyond expectation. She 


latter 
razor. 


gets a laugh, but the 
when he pulls an oversize 

Estelle Taylor opens with 
Fiddles,’ her best. Closes with 
‘Just Bill,”) perched on the piano, a 
la Helen Morgan, and in a 
dress and hat, with a huge red 
flower on her breast. She is one 
of the major reasons for the crowds 
this week. Her voice, much im- 
songs. While she is 
changing to the ‘Bill’ costume 
Lyons plays ‘Second Hungarian 
Rhapsod;’ on the piano. Up ahead 
he plays an accordion. 

Harry Huffman, manager, came 
on stage and made a nice speech, 
welcoming Estelle and introducing 
Fanchon. 

The fine hand of Fanchon is seen 
in the fit.al routine. Girls each 
carry two fans, and do something 
new with them. Not needing them 
to cover themselves, they can ma- 
nipulate singly and in groups. — 

Show is worth the money. Prices 
for the main floor and loges have 
been boosted from 40c to _ 50c. 
Crowds prove tuey will pay within 
reason for what they want to see. 

Rose. 


sings three 
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TRANSLUX 


(And Fox Movietone) 

It’s rare when you can call it a 
model newsreel program. But that’s 
the only description which fits the 
Luxer this week. It’s right in line 
with the headlines and editorials. 

Again Pathe draws honorable 
mention for simplifying a national 
economic probiem. It applies its 
chart, symbol and diagram system 
to the Roosevelt dollar. Pathe un- 
questionably in its series is render- 
ing great public service through the. 
medium of the _ newsreel. This 
series, if other episodes are as 
worthy as the first two, will estab- 
lish the Rooster trademark as the 
Literary Digest of the screen. In- 
telligent patrons that view it real- 
ize that the screen in less than a 
minute has provided a better un- 
derstanding than hours of special- 


ized reading. It should be a boon 
to visual education. 

Father Coughlin crashes’ the 
newsreels in a statement on the 


gold problem made through Univer- 
sal. The Fighting Priest, it has 
been heard in news circles for some 
time now, has turned away previous 
reel solicitations. 

Fox passes up all dollar explana- 
tions except a brief talk from the 
Treasurer, which is included in the 
Luxer make-up. Fox reel, of course, 
can no longer be compared to the 
combined contributions of U, Pathe 





opening | 


and Par in the Luxer. Neverthe- 
less, there are other ways in which 
audiences themselves will make 
comparisons. They will note, for 
instance, that Fox currently is lead- 
ing off with the navy fliers heading 
for Hawaii. Universal, which had 
this in detail last week, is now 
showing the Hawaiian arrival and 
reception. 

With.all the active news around 
and available to conscientious reels 
further comparisons show Fox dip- 
ping heavily into the magazine or 
library type of filler. It has such 
old ones furnishing the bulk of the 
national release as Rome traffic 
cops, the feeding of Wyoming Elk, 
Japanese fire ceremony, Sidney life 
savers, Canary Islands wrestling (no 
ringside views). 

Some of the best insurrection 
scenes that have come out of Cuba 
are incorporated in the U clip deal- 
ing with Hevia. Actual shooting 
and killings in a public square are 
caught by a cameraman evidently 
tucked away on some roof-top. 

Paramount's close-up of the 
younger Ford testifying during the 
Detroit bank quizz affords an excel- 
lent character study. 

First reel to get into the Wyne- 
coop court happens to be Pathe. Al- 
though it is a silent, off screen re- 
porting gives a complete word ac- 
count, while the defendant’s lips 
move or while the prosecutor is 
handling exhibits. 

In the straight news class also is 
Pathe’s on the recent Brooklyn kid- 
napping. The mother speaks and 
silent views are obtained of the 
alleged abductors. 

Education comes in for a laugh 
through Paramount’s handling of a 
family of conscientious objectors to 
inculcation methods of public 
schools. The father has a Chaplin- 
esque mustache and the children’s 
reactions to contact man’s ques- 
tions are humorous. The thing im- 
presses as though the _ parents, 
rather than the children, should be 
back in the classroom. 


The Rockaway whale, the Wool- 
worth heiress who goes on her 
honeymoon without the groom and 
a New York policeman restored to 


his anti-racketeer job are all worth- 





they’re | 


blackface, | 


while subjects. 

Tragic studies .f the mass fune- 
ral service for over 100 miners en- 
tombed in a Czech mine are af- 
forded by U. 

Fox and the Luxer both have such 
regulars as motor vehicle play de- 
picting what happens to some care- 


wins | 


‘Gypsy | 
| It 


green | 


| 
| 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, Jan. 19, 
a nod to the public’s ree 
developed for unit 
mode of rostrum fare that prompted 
i this welding of four vaude acts and 
a prez form of 


was 


cently fancy 


into 


}a line of girls 


| entertainment this week. Might be 
ja nifty idea upon occasion, but 
| present instance defeats its pur- 
| pose and comes close to nullifying 
effect. 


Primarily, show as routined has 


no sock of any great, or even suf- 
ficient, proportions in all its 60 

. . . . 
minutes. The unity sought isn't 


there and the stop-and-go junctures 
necessitated by the layout and act- 
splitting kills any possible build-up. 
Despite the slap-together appear- 
ance of a good tab or unit, there 
was initially a clever, guiding hand 
lurking somewhere behind the pro- 
duction and staging. Current in- 
stance hasn't even speed and dis- 
patch, and what might have been 
a much more pleasurable bill of acts 
in vaude sequence evolves into an 
unwieldy and sluggish piece tagged 
‘Carnival of Joy’ unit. Said to have 
been routined at an early a. m. re- 
hearsal opening day. And it shows 
it. 

Bert Lahr is top name, but in the 
main unfamiliar to mob hereabouts. 
Hasn't played this burg since long 
before ‘Hold Everything.’ He’s using 
old stuff,’ plenty bewhiskered, but 
novel enough hereabouts, the cop 
bit, the medico exam bit from ‘Fly- 
ing High’ and his take-off on Clif- 
ton Webb. Latter laid a fearful 
egg, probably not half doz. in audi- 
ence aware of identity of subject, 
consequently the satire sailed right 
over their heads. His other mate- 
rial elicited better reception, but 
impression would have been height- 
ened if served in consecutive doses. 
As dished, in three helpings and 
sandwiched in between other acts, 
result was three distinct let-downs, 
Lahr given oke stooging by William 
Halligan, Mildred Twain and Helene 
Grant. 

Crystal Trio, on roller skates, ex- 
pended nice, fast spinning that mob 
relished. Should have opened show, 
but that was done by the line of 
16 Power Girls, who also supply a 
mid-way break and close with their 
tootsie-tossing. Just fair on ability 
with the trio of routines old ones. 

Ferry Corwey rang an audience 
bell with his vet novelty turn. In 
clown garb, putty nose, chalked 
chin, et al., he reeled off his bell- 
tinkling tunesmithing, xylophonie 
mandolining ani clay pipe-cap pis- 
tol foolery. Bobby Bernard, youth 
packing just fair tenor pipes, on 
twice for pair pop songs each time. 
30y evinced nice delivery and sales- 
manship, understandable as Al Sie- 
gal handles him. High-lighted with 
his closer, tramp character bit in 
which he chants ‘Dusty Shoes.’ 

Near finish, a dance flash, Swan, 
Lucille and Co. Plenty adequate as 
show closer, having two boys in an 
oke knockabout hoofery bit as 
starter. Then act turns serious and 
contents self with Swan and Lu- 
cille contributing a society whirl 
and a variegated ‘Lindy Hop’ which 
they announce as own created ‘re- 
peal hop.” The unbilled men return 
for some rhythm tapology and then 
foursome group and flash out nicely, 

Works should logically have term- 
inated here and half the mob took 
the cue and was walking when the 
travelers whipped back again and 
revealed the Powers Girls in a 
standard radium-lit routine that for 
most part passed unseen. 

Program further comprised 
‘Meanest Gal in Town’ (RKO), 
Pathe clips and Aud‘o Review and 
Felice TIula’s pit ork rendering 
overture of jassiqued airs from 
‘Faust’ and ‘Il Trovatore.’ Biz but 
fair second show opening day. 


PARAMOUNT, B’KLYN 


Johnny Marvin 
Cole finales on a 
bill that’s simple 
tomers who come in to see ‘Fane's 
Baby’ (Par) will stay and like the 
Stage show. Ray and Sunshine, two 
girls who pop on early are an out- 
standing pair of legmaniacs. They 
render about everything that’s un- 
usual in dance steps and body bends. 
Gloria Price and Frank Marvin ap- 
pear with Johnny Marvin. 

Johnny Burke is on around the 
middle, with his ancient soldier mon- 
olog. Mooney and Camp do a slight 
adagio turn nicely just before the 
Cole act. The line girls offer a nice 
precision for their opening number, 
but don't get away as good in their 
so-called ‘dagger dance’ towards the 
last of the presentation. They wear 
attractive feather Indian costumes 
in this number. 

Usual trailer stuff and Par news- 


tops and Lester 
nicely presented 
and good. Cus- 





j}reel, Stan Mayers opens everything 
from the pit, with an overture of 
Berlin medicine well done. 

A light week's ahead, because 
nothing’s on the stage to offer any 
unusual draft to the b. o. for dollars. 
House looks to be suffering from 
stage economitis, the budget thing 

Shan. 


| 


less drivers, Connecticut | skiing, | 
New England dog sledding. 

Other Luxer material: Miami air | 
show, distilleries at work in Scot- 
land, fashions, North Carolina oi 
plant explosion, Columbia oarsmer 
in a new practise device, Pah 
Springs dog Frank Bu "ss 1 
i humming bird, Garden } 

Girl Scouts, California be 
Vermont cavalry Waly. 


probably being low. 


Montgomery Opp. Sullavan 
ksuglass Montgomery for 
a \ 1 th end of the month to 

op] te Margaret Sullavan 
What Now?’ for Par. 


leaves 


‘Tittle Man 
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P 0 BARS LOTTERY Double: Raffles Fuss in Charlotte Plug Two in One 
oe Capitol, N. Y¥., shoved ‘Fugitive | ° : Charlotte, N. Cc. | Baltimore. 
IN DENVER THEATRE Pavers OF With & Davis to 8 ieee! Exploitation The celluloid version of Paul Herb Morgan, Loew's p. a. locally, 
tab for a double Raffles stunt, a man Green’s ‘House of Connelly,’ which|SPrung afternoon Bill Saxton, 
memes and woman supposed to be the fugi- In some quarters there seems has been renamed ‘Carolina,’ will| Loew's town mgr., hosted all the 


Denver, Jan. 22. 
Postoffice department has notfied 
Denver ilies that they cannot run 
ads containing any reference to 
giveaways and other lotteries being 
used by most of the local theatres. 
The letter, f-om Frank L. Dodge, 
Denver postmaster, to the dailies, 
warned the dailies that if they ac- 
cepted any more lottery ads they 
would be barred from the mails. 
Parts of the letter: ‘If the prizes 
mentioned are awarded by means of 
a drawing or any other plan in- 
volving cha..ce, the scheme is a 
lottery and all matter pertaining 
thereto is unmaila>le under Sec. 
601. Postal Laws and Regulations, 
1932. The fact that the method or 
complete details of the matter are 
not set forth in the advertisement 
does not render the matter any the 
less objectionable under the law.’ 
The lottery war here broke out in 
a new section when 15 theatres de- 
clared open war on the eight Harry 
Huffman ‘theatres. The Huffman 
houses have been giving away an 
auto every other Tuesday night and 
have been packing most of their 
houses, some of them having filled 
lobbies and lon;; lines, all holding a 
ticket to the theatre. On the first 
night one of the houses was unable 
to accommodate all who had bought 
tickets, ane secured two cars and 
took them to one of the other 
houses. In the Huffman drawing all 
tickets are taken to the Denver or 
Orpheum, where the winner is 
drawn. If the holder is not present 
another is drawn until a winner is 
found. A conference phone hook- 
up is used to speed things up. At 
the start of the series Huffman an- 
nounced he would give away six 
cars, and to date five have been 
used. 


Going Plain 

One good result from the edict 
baining sexy copy from theatre ad- 
vertising has been the development 
of new ideas in newspaper work. 
The Capitol, N. Y., used a commen- 
datory statement in large type, with 
a space for the signature of the 
reader and the statement he would 
be willing to sign it after he had 
seen ‘Fugitive Lovers.” The Roxy 
used heavy modeled letters across a 
eut face. 

Most of the Metro ads on Garbo 
have been more type than cut, in- 
cluding enlarged reprints of current 
criticisms and practically every the- 
atre has dropped the leg cuts for 
type argument with comparatively 
little art. 

Dramatic theatres have been 
quick to sense the value of type, and 
the result is that New York news- 
paper ad pages have looked more 
like advertisements than they have 
in some years. There never has been 
time when straight type could not 
sell tickets, but it was much easier 
to pass the buck to the art depart- 
ment and let the artists do a little 
worrying. 

Doesn’t seem to have hit the 
countryside to any great extent as 
yet, but it will, and it will probably 
bring business. Not recommended 
that all art be dropped, but, after 
all, the real purpose of the art work 
should be to coax the reader to the 
text. That’s something semi-nude 
women week after week cannot do. 

Cutting out the Minsky may help 
the box office more than might be 
expected. 


“Hotel for Horses 
Fort Worth. 

Charlie Carden, publicity director 
of the Worth theatre, pulled a hot 
publicity stunt in connection with 
the personal appearance of Tom Mix 
and Tony at the Worth here. He 
had three stalls built in lobby of 
Texas hotel, liggest here, and Tony 
and two other horses were kept 
there during Mix four-day engage- 
ment. Papers went for stunt in big 
Way, carying pictures of Mix and 
Tony. Bell hops and waitresses 
carried hay to Tony. Mix appeared 
in lobby and stunt was broadcast 
over KTAT., 


Masculine Mae 
Seattle. 

For return of Mae West in ‘Im No 
Angel’ after three big first run 
weeks, Coliseum used as main at- 
tention-getter out front a local lad, 
Bud Gish, who impersonated the 
alluring Mae. Gish was swanky 
enough and paraded in front of the 
house, while a spieler also added to 
the merriment. The stunt no doubt 
helped the results, which were a 
good gross. 


Local Boy Makes Good 
John E. Kennebeck, who was in 
the second batch of Paramount ex- 
ploiteers, was sent to Australia when 





&® wave of economy slapped the 
home office. He's just been made 
managing director for Australasia 





tive lovers. 

They were photographed for a 
back view and with a description of 
the costumes they would wear—cos- 
tumes that probably had many du- 
plicates. Each day the newspaper 
indicated certain sections of the 
town in which they would appear, 
with $20 to the first person to spot 
them in each locality, which could 
run it as high as $100 a day. 

For a smaller area it might be ad- 
visable to be a little less specific as 
to costume details, but the Raffles 
gag is still working as well as ever, 
and can be scaled to any town and 
purse. 

In most places there is another 
good angle in the bus lines, since 
the action largely takes place in an 
overland bus. Local lines can be 
tied in for stunts with bus ride tick- 
ets, card advertising and in spots 
for newspaper advertising. 

One good gag would be to offer a 
bus cruise, with the winner to write 
a story for the paper on return. This 
calls for a three-sided hook-up, but 
that should be easy in most places. 
If the editor turns it down, take it 
to the advertising manager as a cir- 
culation builder. Give the ride for 
the largest number of new three 
months’ paid-up subs. 


Novel Souvenir 


Manager with a rather new baby 
was so proud of his offspring that 
he was tickled pink when his cut 
maker presented him with one of 
the child's first leather shoes done 
in copper and showing every dis- 
tinctive wrinkle. He admired it so 
much that he put it in the ticket 
booth. 

Several women wanted to know 
how it was done and where one 
could be procured, so, after a chat 
with the engraver, he had cards 
printed with 50 punch holes. Punched 
cards were good for a similar job 
on the shoe accompanying the card. 
To his surprise he found it a better 
business maker than crockery nights. 
Cards were punched only on two 
off-nights each week, but as many 
punches made as there were tickets 
bought. 

Gag is fairly inexpensive, the ar- 
ticle being blackleaded and then 
dipped into the electrotype bath un- 
til a sufficiently thick coating of 
metal is applied, but it’s novel and 
forms a really charming souvenir, 


In the Window 


Bert Leighton, manager of the 
Stanley, obtained the co-operation 
of a music store, dance studio and 
entertainers from a night club to 
exploit ‘Flying Down to Rio” Two 
dancers gave a demonstration of the 
picture’s featured dance, the Cario- 
ca, in the window of a downtown 
music store, 

An m. ec. introduced them and 
plugged the show. The window was 
decorated like a ballroom and there 
were amplifiers carrying the voices 
and music out of doors. Spectators 
jammed the front of the store and 
some even climbed up lamp posts. 
The display was staged twice a day 
for two days prior to the opening of 
the film. 


Utica. 





Cars and Checks 


New Haven. 

For ‘Skitch’ at the College, Bea 
Cohen is working a couple of gazs 
that are drawing interest. First 
is a tie-in with a local restaurant 
which places circulars on the pic- 
ture at all tables. Beanery furnishes 
the sheets which advise patrons to 
check numbers on their meal tabs. 
Three numbers are posted daily for 
a week, with corresponding meal 
checks rating Oakleys. 

Second stunt is in line with the 
ancient vehicle used by Rogers in 
his cross-country tour. Contest wes 
run with prizes for oldest motor 
cars that could navigate to the the- 


atre entrance under their own 
power. First prize, three-months’ 
pass; second, two-months, and 


third, one-month. Gag had all the 
prehistoric relics in town making a 
play for prizes. 


Fencing Classes 


Probably of limited appeal, be- 
cause there are few good fencing 
masters, but one manager who 
learned that a patron had been on 
his college fencing team persuaded 
the chap to form a fencing club for 
both men end girls. Instructor 
serves free to keep in practice and 
because he loves the work. A 
small fee covers the actual expense 
and the club holds weekly meet- 
ings in the theatre paint shop. 


During the Lenten period the 
chief engineer figures’ they'll be 
ready to give some stage exhibi- 
tions and counts on that to make 


a little extra business for the d 
period To be presented afternoo 


of lectures 
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to be a disposition to decry 
exploitation as outmoded. It 
is argued that exploitation no 
longer pulls; that the public 
no longer reacts. 

It may be recalled that in 
1923 the same argument was 
advanced in some of the papers 
when one of the major com- 
panies abandoned its staff of 
exploitation men, and the move 
was hailed as an advance, since 
‘the public is wise to the bunk 
and no longer will respond to 
street parades, floats and sim- 
ilar devices.’ 

At the same time Paramount 
was building up its staff; in 
part with some of the men 
dropped by the other concern, 
putting in two or more men in 
each office instead of the sin- 
gle man originally contemplat- 
ed. And Paramount outlasted 
the less enterprising concern. 

Exploitation is as good today 
as it ever was, where it is used 
intelligently. It never was any 
good to the short-sighted man- 
ager who used a valuable aid 
merely to get the public to 
come to his poor shows. It 
should be kept for the better 
class of pictures, for even the 
good pictures need sales help. 
The best will not sell to ca- 
pacity unaided by promotion, 
and exploitation, like pictorial 
advertising, will bring out pat- 
onage that full pages in the 
newspapers will not influence. 











pupils giving the examples, and to 
plug the development of grace 
through lunge and tierce. 

Girls wear snappy short skirted 
costumes, patterned after the 
popular pictures, and with the boys 
in white flannels, there’s sex ap- 
peal for both sexes. Where the 
stunt can be worked it’s possible to 
develop it into something real 





have its world premiere here at the 
Carolina theatre Jan. 24. Green, a 
member of the faculty of the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina when not 
writing screen plays for Fox, will 
be present. 

Governors J. C. 
and Ira Blackwood, of North and 
South Carolina, will also attend. 
Janet Gaynor, star of the picture, 
will speak to the audience from her 
home in Hollywood by means of 
long-distance telephone and ampli- 
fication. Mayors and civic club 
heads from neighboring cities will 
also participate. 

Officials of the 22 film exchanges 
here will be guests of this, the first 
world premiere ever held in Char- 
lotte. News reel cameramen will be 
on hand to shoot the notables, which 
includes a list of well-known south- 
ern writers and theatre men and 
women. 


B. Ehringhaus 





How to Get Schools’ Biz 
Newark, 

Al Barber of the Wellmont, Mont- 
clair, has a tough territory to han- 
dle when it comes to dealing with 
kids. Many parents there have be- 
come leery of films and will not al- 
low the children to attend. So when 
Barber found ‘Alice in Wonderland’ 
booked in he saw trouble. He took 
the film to the Parent-Teachers’ 
Association and found it okay, but 
they were afraid of the accompany- 
ing shorts. So he arranged the 
whole program to suit and took it 
up with the principals and teach- 
ers, They okayed the program, but 
were scared of show time breaking 
into school. This objection he met 
by putting the time at 3:45. Then 
the schools announced the show and 
the libraries billed it. 

Busloads came up from neigh- 
boring Glen Ridge and the Well- 
mont did the best business since 
Mae West, and this with a picture 
that hasn’t been doing great busi- 
ness around here. It illustrated 
that if you want school business 
you should find out what the school 
authorities want, listen to them and 
you'll get it. 





BEHIND 


the KEYS 





Denver. 


The Paramount, North Platte, 
Neb., is being reopened by Fox- 
W.C. after being closed for year. 
Town is 100% Fox and gives them 
two theatres there, 

Westland Theaters, Inc., leases 
Palm at Pueblo and closes it. Won't 
reopen until conditions improve. 

J. J. Goodstein remodels old 
opera house at Alamosa back into 
theatre, installs Western Electric 
—_— and reopening it as Palm Jan. 
9 

Criffith Amusement company re- 
opening old Pastime as Mesa after 
remodeling following fire. 

J. C. Burton buys the Lyric at 
Garrison, Wyo., from R. A, Walker. 


Sioux City, Ia 
Old World theatre is being re- 
modeled for reopening early in Feb- 
ruary as the Circle theatre under 
management of E, E. Seff. 


Steubenville, O. 


George Delis, who recently re- 
signed as manager of the Palace, 
Lockport, N. Y¥., has been made di- 
rector exploitation Constant-con- 
trolled Palace, Canton, State and 
American, East Liverpool; two 
houses in Bellaire, O., and one in 
Moundsville, W. Va. 

Keith Chambers advanced from 
assistant manager Palace, Canton, 
to resident manager that house. 
Chambers succeeds G. B. Odlum, 
who resigned Jan. 1, 

Ralph Kemper made manager 
State theatre, East LiverpooL 





Minneapolis. 

Jack Wiley has been transferred 
from Harold Ruben’s Pantages the- 
atre here to his recently acquired 
Granada theatre, Sioux Falls, S. D., 
as chief of staff. 

Falls theatre, Columbia Heights, 
has been taken over by Williara 
Levy and Harry Charon from W. A. 
WithneL 

Oklahoma City. 

D. V. Terry, manager of the 
Woodward and Terry theatres and 
president of ‘he Chamber of Com- 
merce of Woodward, Okla. was se- 
lected as the most useful citizen of 
Woodward for the year 1933, 





Los Angeles 
Fox West Coast managerial! 
hanges: John Hall, formerly of the 
Criterion, Santa Monica, as assist 





j 


ant manager of the Dome in Ocean 
Park, 

John Vainiko transferred from 
Lyric, Huntington Park, to the 
Strand, San Pedro, while Dan Cal- 
bos moved from latter house to 
Lyric. 

J. E. Graham goes into the Ful- 
lerton theatre, Fullerton, Calif., as 
FWC manager in place of P. H. 
Mattner who has been transferred 
to the West Coast Theatre, Santa 
Ana, as house manager under su- 
pervision of Lester Fountain, 

In Tucson, Arizona, Reno Wilk 
replaces J. R. Rogers as house man- 
ager. 

Harold Kavern, former asst. mer. 
at the State, Long Beach, has been 
promoted to manager of the Capi- 
tal, Long Beach, in changes made 
in the Milt Arthur theatres. 

Charles Wuerz took over man- 
agement at the Fullerton, in Fuller- 
ton, replacing Eddie Graham, who 
has been spotted as publicity man 
for the State at Long Beach. 

Pete Moyland and Jack Zamskey 
have taken over operation of the 
State, Redlands, and are equipping 
it with RCA sound for opening Jan. 
28. 

The Dale, Long Beach, is anothee 
on the active list again, reopened by 
John Mennard after being closed 
since the earthquake. 

Richard Moss, former manager of 
RKO, and a nephew of H., B. Frank- 
lin, named manager of the FWC 
3oulevard. He replaces Bill Butts. 





Oklahoma City. 
Theatres closed: tainbow, Sul- 
phur; Roxy, Picher. 
Theatres opened: 
ward; Liberty, Bartlesville; Roxy, 
Billings; Sugg, Chickasha. 
Rex, at Roosevelt, taken over by 
Allen McClain; Broadway, Ana- 
darko, taken over by H. J. Morris, 


Terry, Wood- 


Newark. 

Changes in the Warner group in- 
clude Ed Kane from Millburn, Mill- 
burn to manage the Cranford, Cran- 
ford succeeding William Michalson 
who goes to the DeWitt. Rudy 
Kuehn from DeWitt to the Fabian, 
Hoboken, succeeding Mike Wesh- 
ner who goes to Hawthorne: and M. 


Brenner from Hawthorne, to Mill- 
burn, Millburn. 
Kewanee, Ill 
James B. McCullough, manager of 
the Peerless Publix Great States 
transferred to Publix houses in 
(Cr nti 


inued on page 27) 


sport scribes and pix crix to Wash- 
ington to meet and dine with Max 
saer as build-up for pug’s personal 
following week at the Century here. 
Mob taken over On Greyround bus, 
which was halted outside capital by 
state police, who boarded and de- 
manded each passenger's identifica- 
tion. 

Coppers carried telegram that told 
of convict’s break from Penna. pen 
and presumably asked all buses to 
be searched for Paul Porter. When 
coppers came on George Browning, 
Post critic, they decided he an- 
swered description, and insisted, de- 
spite Browning's bewilderment, that 
he step off bus and into sub-station 
for further exam. Result, entire 
party accompanied, and after 10- 
minute questioning, during which 
‘Paul Porter, said to have escaped 


on Greyhound bus,’ was constantly 
reiterated, party was permitted to 
continue. 

Naturally, episode furnished 


newspapermen’s prime conversa- 
tional fodder remainder of day, with 
consequent ribbing of Browning, 
who can take it. Following a. m., 
when ‘Fugitive Lovers’ (MG) opened 
at Century and crix got a gander at 
‘Paul Porter escaping via Geyground 
bus,’ the story burst over the town 
like an August thunderstorm. 
Couple of columnists devoted full 
sticks to it and the pix crix men- 
tioned the caper in their reviewing 
stints. Yarn and all its angular 
features still being rehashed in 
newspaper shops, and by now the 
p. b. x. board girl at the Post knows 
that when a call comes in for ‘Paul 
Porter’ it’s a pal who wants to gab 
with Browning. 


Page Mr. Hays 


Portland, Ore. 

S. A. in exploitation got big re- 
sults for Ted Gamble’s campaign on 
‘Havana Widows’ (FN). Ted 
changed the title to ‘Gold Diggers in 
Havana,’ a switch that was worth 
dough. Threw out studio mats and 
p. a. sheets as sewing circle stuff. 
Then launched a special lobby and 
ad pictorial campaign that left the 
public checking its imagination as 
excess bagga.e. Pic connected for 
at least 33% gross increase and reg- 
istered well enough to warrant the 
exploitation without reaction. 


Deep Sea Stuff 


Putting in ‘16 Fathoms Deep’ on 
an overnight booking, the Mayfair, 
N. Y., is banging the drum for the 
picture. Vacant store next door to 
the theatre contains a glass fronted 
tank in which a deep sea diver is 
supposed to do his stuff. Probably 
he does, but the opening day they 
were all out to dinner around 6 
o’clock and eating a light lunch 
at 8:30, when they should have been 
grinding. 

Lobby is dressed with diving suits 
and makes a good flash to lead from 
the store show to the box office. 








Local Newsreel 


Rochester. 

Rochester Democrat & Chronicle 
is going in for newsreels as promo- 
tion. Reels produced by the news- 
paper show at the RKO Palace and 
several neighborhoods under spon- 
sorship of certain advertisers who 
pay the cost. Newspaper gets an 
introductory splash on the reel for 
its trouble. 

Howard Bloomfield, promotion 
manager, is conducting a screen test 
competition to line up young women 
who will appear in the reels on oc- 
casion, 


Hart’s Invisible Man 

Edgar Hart of the RKO Majestic, 
Columbus, worked out a new idea 
for ‘Invisible Man.’ He made a 
shadow box, draped it, and with a 
chair built into the back, cyclorama 
fashion. Backing was given the 
outline of the seated man through 
small perforations drilled a quarter 
inch apart. Bright light from be- 
hind made these perforations dis- 
tinctly visible, suggesting an aura. 
Apparently the man was engaged in 
conversation with a painted figure. 
Finished off with a sign on a flash- 
er, backed by blue-green medium. 

Set close to the pavement line, it 
brought most persons to a halk, 
many of them expecting to see the 
outline develop into a figure. It 
made a strong seller, and it cost 
very little, since the only perishable 





was the sheet of metal used for a 
backing. 
Just Jazz 

Appreciating the fact that people 
like to have things jazzed up, a 
seemingly new scheme is being 
worked by an intimate house. Each 
night except Saturday, before the 
night cashier goes on duty, her roll 
iof tickets marked at one point 
| with 1 crayon. This may be only 19 
or 5 tickets from the start of the 

(Continued on page 29) 
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Richard Barthelmess in ‘“‘Massacrc’ 
with Ann Dvorak, Dudley Digges, Claire Dodd, 
Henry O'Neill, Robert Barrat . . . Directed by 
Alan Crosland ...A First National Picture 


HELD OVER 2nd WEEK! 


Vitagranh,. lac., Distributors 
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MASSACRES 
N. Y. CRITICS 


Slays Watts, Pelswick, Boehnel, Delehanty, 
All Others, With Wham Redskin Role! 


er (‘‘Variety Daily” please note!) Ww 


“The one important picture of the current season.” 
Eve. Post 


“One of the few really worth-while films ‘in 
weeks.” i. World-Telegram 


“Magnificent. Here’s a lulu. Abounds in rousing 
action. First-rate thriller.” Daily Mirror 


“Easily the best Barthelmess has had in several 
seasons.” Eve. Journal 


“Most vigorous since ‘I Am A Fugitive.’ ” 
Herald-Tribune 


“Excitingly melodramatic. Scenes brim with 
action.” | N. Y. American 


“Packed with exciting events. Moves with speed 
and force.” : Daily News 


“Grand melodrama. A new setting and a new view- 


point for the talkies.” _ Eve. Sun 
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Intervention of Chi Film Board 


Settles 5-Yr. 


99 


Chicago, Jan. 22. 


After five years of stiff competi- 


tion and general rumpus, Publix- 
Great States and E. E. Alger finally 
buried the hatchet last week. Whole 


arbitration of the matter came 
through the local Film Board with 
president Henry Herbel of the Uni- 


versal exchange here sitting in as 


mediator. 
As a result of the meeting of Her- 
bel, Alger and J. J. Rubens for 


Great States both sides agreed to 
quit the warfare. E. E. A'ger, ac- 
cused of certain unfair practices, 
agreed to lay off double features, 
giveaways, two-for-ones, etc. 

Meeting was arranged by the Film 
Board because Alger had _ broken 
film contracts with the companies 
trying to force some agreement be- 
tween Alger and Great States for 
its own benefit. 

Great States agreed to allow Alger 
to use 5c kid admissions in several 
spots if the film companies were 
willing and also cut down protec- 
tion agreements in many instances. 
Of most importance to the film com- 
panies was the final elimination of 
double features and cut-rate ducats 
through most of the Alger circuit. 


LOOP RKO TAKES U’S 
‘BELOVED’ FROM B&K 


Chicago, Jan. 22. 

Universal's ‘Beloved,’ turned down 
by B&K for a_e spot in its 
Loop houses, was snapped up the 
same day by RKO for first run at 
the Palace. 

Goes in Feb. 2 with ‘Fifty Million 
Frenchmen’ tab on the stage. 


B’ham’s Proposed Stiff 
Preview Censoring Out 








sirmingham, Jan. 22. 

Proposed censor amendment re- 
quiring theatres to stag private 
previews of pictures, stage shows, 
etc., if the censor believed it wise, 
has been defeated. 

Theatre managers upon learning 
such an amendment was being writ- 
ten by the city attorney, went to 
officials and raised a rumpus. They 
asked first who was going to pay 
for all these previews. City offi- 
cials were told that theatres could 
not afford to run these previews 
at their own expense and they said 
they didn’t think the city was going 
to pay for them. 


The ordinance if passed would 
have placed into effect one of the 
strictest censorship laws of any 


city in the country. 


$1,083,970 JUDGMENT 


Ordered in Sioux City on 
Orpheum Bldg. 
Sioux City, Jan. 22. 

Judgment of $1,083,970 on mort- 
gage bonds and foreclosures of the 
mortgage has been ordered in dis- 
trict court on the New Orpheum 
building. Judgment was awarded 
Samuel J. T. Straus, trustee for the 
bond holders. Action was against 
the Frances Building Co., Parthenon 








New 





Realty Co., Keith-Albee Orpheum 
Co., and the Sioux City Orpheum 
Co. 

Full title to the New Orpheum 


structure is now with the Parthenon 
Realty Co., of Chicago, Attorney C. 
N. Jepson explained, with no Sioux 
City firm or individual retaining any 
financial interest. Object of the 
suit was to clear title, said the at- 
torney. Sioux City investments in 
the theatre building, amounting to 
about $225,000, were paid off prior 
to the foreclosure proceedings on 
a basis of about 27c. on the dollar. 
Jepson, Struble and Siffo1rd, local 
attorneys representing Straus, of 


Chicago, in this foreclosure suit, | 

were allowed a $10,544 fee. 
Dietrich Finished 
Hollywood, Jan. 22. 

Parar npleted shoot- | 

ing on Marlene Dietrich’s ‘Scarlet | 
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Publix-Alger Feud 
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Stickup Man Shot 
Hollywood, Jan. 
While attempting to hold up| 
Warner's Forum on Saturday night 
(20), Homer Johnson, 22 year old 
unemployed musician, was_ shot} 


three times, twice in the right side 


and once in the right leg. Police- 


man who did the shooting had been 
tipped off that a stickup was due. 

Johnson is in serious condition at 
General Emergency hospital. He 
was shot when he brandished a gun 
on Mary Brown, cashier, then turn- 
ing it on the cops. 


ALL HOLLYWO00 
IN AMBUSH 
FOR ROSY 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 

Divisional Administrator Sol Ro- 
senblatt arrived here tonight (Mon- 
day) with indications that his stay 
will probably be one long headache. 

Every organization in the indus- 
try, and almost every individual, is 
code conscious and has some prob- 
lem awaiting Rosy’s arrival. If he 
can solve a 10th of the puzzles to 
be laid in his lap he will be in line 
for medals. 

One of the loud cries for help 
comes from the extras. Motion 
Picture Supporting and Extra 
Players have prepared a beef that 
the personnel of the code commit- 
tee on extras named by Rosenblatt 
is not representative of the craft. 

Riding Actors’ Association also 
protests against this committee. 
Same for the Singers’ Guild, which 
holds an AFL charter. 

Studio Hairdressers’ Association 
is ready to tell Rosy that it should 
have the right of collective bar- 





gaining with the studios and not 
the United Scenic Artists, AFL 
union. The tress wavers are go- 


ing to insist on a maximum of 54 
hours a week and a minimum of $50 
a week. 

Another aspirin inspirer for the 
Divisional Administrator will be the 
[IATSE situation, with warfare on 
both the cameramen’s and sound- 
men’s fronts. 


On the sound angle he will get 
a load of grief from independent 
producers who claim they are 


forced to pay up to $185 a week for 
first sound men, while majors get- 
ting their men under the IBEW 
agreement pay only around $8.50 a 
day. Indies have a contract with 
the IA. The majors haven't. Hence 
the trouble for Rosy, with the in- 
dies protesting that the that the 
wide divergence of pay does not 
make for fair competition. Same 
argument will be used by the IA 
soundmen who use the reverse an- 
gle in trying to get a new deal that 
will force majors to pay more for 
the work of these craftsmen. 


Cameramen’s Blast 


Blast from the IA cameramen 
will be in the form of a denuncia- 
tion of the American Society of 


Cinematographers with the union 
all set to charge the ASC with con- 
spiracy. Photographers will at- 
tempt to show that the ASC is not 
representative of Hollywood lens- 
ers, despite a new contract with the 
major studios and that they have 
signed statements from more than 
50% of the cameremen to. prove 
that they agree to IA representa- 
tion in collective bargaining. 
Getting into the more artistic 





field, Rosy will have his hands full 
of writer squawks with the Screen 
Writers’ Guild and the Academy 


fighting from different ends and 
both factions hoping for peaceful 
settlement—their way—through the 


administrator. 


Guild held its election early in 
the week for nomination of officers 
for the various code committees. It 
was a 100% Guild ticket. Non-guild- |} 
ers are crying railroading and will 
tell Rosy all about it. 

Meanwhile, indications ire that 
the producers will try to revive the 
lving Academy as a means of 





| Amateur’s Idea 


Jan. 22. 


these 


Pittsburgh 


Amateur film critics 


days haven't anything better 
to do, so they’re sending pres- 
ents to the theatres 

One house manager, playing 
a particularly poor. picture, 
found in the lobby one morn- 
ing a huge box addressed to his 
current picture. 


He unwound the twine, a 
stench greeted his nose, and he 
discovered a two-pound collec- 
tion of garbage. 











DEPRECATE NRA 
SUIT BY ALLIED 


Allied Exhibitors’ suit against the 
Code Authority and the NRA, which 


was filed Saturday (20) in the U.S. 
District Court of N. Y.. failed over 


end to get more than a 
major circles, and con- 
demnation as premature and un- 
called for among independent 
groups. In both departments of the 
business it created as a first im- 
pression a belief that the action is 
designed for little more then, as 
one of the indie leaders put it ‘t»> 
frightening the Code Authority into 
appointing Allied people on the 
grievance and zoning boards.’ 

Members of the Code Authority 
which includes one of Allied’s own 
leaders, Nate Yamins, who is made 
a party defendant, reported Monday 
they had not been served with pa- 
pers. 

While major spokesmen were for 
having a bill of particulars, ‘rather 
than a lot of anticipations,’ indie 
leaders, among them several not un- 
friendly to Allied, held that ‘Presi- 
dent Roosevelt has clarified all pro- 
cedure of this kind. He has defi- 
nitely stated that groups in the in- 
dustry with complaints have the 
right of appeal to the Department 
of Justice or the Federal Trade 


the week 
ripple in 


Commission.’ 
There are others who would 
simply have Allied sit down and 


read the code, especially that part 
having to due with signers approv- 
ing the code ‘in its entirety.’ 

The suit which was filed in the 
name of the Congress Theatre, Inc., 
Newark, N. J., records as its initia! 
move the seeking of an injunction 
‘to enjoin the defendants from re- 
fusing to accept a qualified assen* 
to the motion picture code.’ 

Anti-trust laws are cited through- 
out. 





20,000 Blanks Out 


Although some 20,000 code com- 
pliance blanks were sent out by the 
Code Authority, John C. Flinn Mon- 
day (22) was counting on a total ot 
around 8,500 unqualified assents by 
the deadline, Jan. 31. The execu- 
tive secretary figures that this total 
will take care of virtually all of 
the competitive theatre situations in 
the U. S., or those places where 
grievance boards and zoning com- 
mittees are especially necessary. 

The remainder of theatres, now 
not included in the 8,500 expecta- 
tion, are largely houses which do 
not run a full week or else are in 
non-competitive spots where dis- 
putes are few, Flinn observed. 

Contrary to an impression, Flinn 
reminded that even exhibitors who 


do not assent can continue to fly 
their Blue Eagle, providing, of 
course, that they previously have 
signed the President’s general or- 
der, also known as ‘the blanket 
code.’ 


So far Flinn estimates there have 
been about 400 assents returned be- 
cause of disqualification. Of these 
he figures at least 100 have since 
been returned with the proper form 
observed. 





peaceful settlement of talent trou- 
bles. 

Producers are reported to. be 
working out a plan whereby one or- 
ganization will be recognized as 
spokesman for the various branches 
of creative workers and are trying 
to revitalize the Academy for this 
This is not meeting with 





purpose. 


ithe approval of the two Guilds, 
| writers and actors, and plenty of 
fireworks are expected. 


Will 


luring 


Hays has arrived to sojourn 
the stay of Rosenblatt. 


Columbia Antagonizing Chi Exhibs: 


BGK Burns at 


N. Y. Appellate Division 
Decides Against Kaplan 





Efferts of Sam Kaplan, theatre 
| equipment dealer, to return to New 
| York Operators (Local 306) by get- 
ting an order to declare invalid the 
action of the LATSE in ousting him 
last spring, have proved futile on 
appeal. The Appellate Division ruled 
Friday (19) that Kaplan was not 
entitled to relief im equity without 
first exhausting remedies within the 
Alliance, as provided by its consti- 
tution and by-laws. 

While Kaplan made a move to 
appeal within the Alliance from its 
own decision, he also went into the 
courts on his double-barrelled of- 
fensive for reinstatement into 306. 
Lower courts from which he ap- 
pealed to the Appellate Division 
had dismissed the complaints on 
the merits. 


MORE SQUAWKS 
FROM EXTRAS 
TO NRA 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 

Seven new complaints charging 
Metro and Central Casting Bureau 
with failure to observe code provi- 
sions relating to minimum pay for 
extras and favoritism were filed 
Friday (18) with regional Code 
Compliance Director Charles Cun- 
ningham by Attorney Eugene H. 
Marcus on behalf of the Hollywood 
Picture Players Assn. 

In addition 30 more similar com- 
plaints are being prepared to be laid 
before the director today (Mon.). 
Infringers to be named are Metro, 
RKO, Paramount, Fox and Central 
Casting Bureau. 
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Washington, Jan. 22 
Two more appointments to the 
extra players’ code committe an- 
nounced by NRA last week. New- 
comers are J. Buckley Russell, 
president of Supporting Players 
Association, and P. M. Friedman, 
Fox casting director. 


. 
Adverse fa. Ruling on 

. . + 
Film Delivery Service 

Des Moines, Jan. 22. 
Theatre owners of northern Iowa, 
members of the Northern Iowa Film 
Service Association, who employ 


Jack Rosenstein to distribute film 
and advertising matter on a wheel 


route among theatres, hit a snag 
on deliveries when the Supreme 
Court sustained a decision in favor 


of the Iowa State Board of Rail- 
road Commissioners, restraining the 
defendant from operation of a 
motor vehicle for this purpose. 


The case was decided in favor 
of the commission in a Cerro Gordo 
county court and taken to the su- 
preme court on appeal, Justice J. 


W. Kintzinger writing the opinion. 
tosenstein sought to beat the motor 
carrier laws as a common carrier 
by setting up the fact that he 
employed by the association of the- 
atre owners and handled only film 
and advertising matters for a set 
group of individuals. 

Justice Kintzinger in interpreting 
the law stated ‘it is not necessary 
to classify one as a public carrier 
that he be required to carry goods 
of any description for every person 
offering the same. It is not neces- 
that he carry all kinds of 
if he professes to carry only 


was 


sary 


goods, 








certain kinds and if so, that does 
not take from him his status as a 
common carrier.’ 

Theatre owners in the north 
Iowa section of the state thought 
they had film delivery and tran 
portation headaches cured with the 
establishment of the carrik ervice 
With the present decision 1d 
only more difficulties to 
disrupted transport 


7. 








‘Castle Nahe Deal 


Columbia last wes 


allow B.&K. to yank ‘Man's Castle 
out of the Southtown, big nabe 
| house. B.&K. didn't really want the 
picture following its brodie at the 
Oriental, but B.&K. penciled it in 
due to scarcity of product. 

Three days before the _ picture 
opened at the Southtown, B.&K. 


thought of ‘Only Yesterday’ (U) and 
asked Universal to reserve a print. 
But negotiations with Columbia re- 
vealed that that exchange wouldn't 
release B.&K. from its ‘Castle’ deal. 

Matter has resulted in a burnup 
on B.&K.’s part and may result in 
the circuit completely breaking 
with Columbia. 

Exhibs in Howl 

B.&K. feeling about Columbia fol- 
lows on top of the attitude of local 
exhibs who are plenty peeved at Co- 


lumbia for tardiness in releasing. 
Exhibs sizgnatured with Columbia 
expecting three pictures a month, 
and with that number not forth- 


coming they are finding themselves 
becalmed for product. Many are 
being forced into the open market 
to pick up old prints in order to 
keep their screens lighted. 

‘Man's Castle’ is the cause of 
much fretting here, anyway, due in 
large measure to its ‘pinking,’ which 
means ‘adults only.’ And ‘adults 
only’ pictures are b.o. poison around 
this town now. 

‘Castle’ has been cleared of the 
‘pink’ for the nabes but at the cost 
of three additional cuts from the 
censors, which slicing hasn't helped 
either. 


BREACH LOOMS 
VER THAT 10%, 


A breach between some of the 
majors and the NRA threatens as 
the result of Division Administra- 
tor Rosenblatt’s ruling that the 10% 
eliminations clause is to affect all 
existing film contracts whether or 
not they were made before or after 
Dec. 7, 1933. Spokesmen hold that 
the NRA was without jurisdiction, 
before the President signed the 
code, and that distributors are in a 
position where they can ignore the 
Rosenblatt ruling and take exhibit- 
ors into court on grounds of alleged 
breach of contract. 

Independent codists, however, 
charge major opposition to a fear 
of general retroactivity rather than 
the single ruling on eliminations. 

In distribution circles the claim 
is also made that where companies 
accede to the Rosenblatt ruling it 
will be voluntary on their part but 
not prompted by any feeling of 





compulsion. 
| 


Washingtcn, Jan. 22. 

Elimination privileges under the 
film code are retroactive to Dec. 1, 
Divisional Administrator Rosen- 
blatt ruled last week in reply to a 
flood of inquiries from exhibitors 
regarding the effect of the compro- 
mise clause on cancellations. 

Reserving the right to exhibitors 
fully complying with requirements 
of the code, Rosenblatt ruled that 
rejection of 10% of contracted films 


applies to contracts made before 
the code went into operation as 
well as to agreements’ written 


under the pact. This means that 
the 10% privilege may be applied 
on a prorata basis on contracts in 
effect on specified date and that en- 
tire allowable quota may be used 
in every case where agreements 
were signed after the code went into 
operation. 

Warning that ‘no class of hear- 
ing’ may be conducted by local 
boards without a neutral member 
was sent out to check hasty action 
in putting the code into operation. 
The non-industry member is ‘a true 


member of the constituency of the 
board and has a definite function to 
perform thereon’, Rosenblatt dee 
clared. 
ZELLER DIVORCE ACTION 
Sioux City, Jan. 22. 
Richard Zeller, former manager 
Orp im theatre here, is a 
adefenda ir i divorce action 
by ht b 4 Fave Ford Zeller, 
‘ crue nd desere 
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Let’s Fall in Love 
(Continued from page 13) 


im the title song, Gregory Ratoff, 
and the possibility that the lack of 
thousands of girls and tremendous 
production numbers may serve as 
a welcome change of pace to the 
patrons. With a stronger story in 
hand the treatment given this re- 
lease might have developed it into 
sock proportions because for what 
it.is it’s a smart sample of celluloid, 
From the story angle it’s as if a 
synopsis had been whipped to- 
gether and then the boys went 
looking for someone to hang it on. 
No mean choice to have picked 
Ratoff who has become one of the 
best hatracks in Hollywood. He 
holds ’em up and again this time 
despite that he is once more im- 
personatitng a film producer for 
comedy purposes. 

The yarn only tightens once, 
somewhere along about the fifth 
reel when Lowe's irate fiancee 
(Miriam Jordan) exposes his foreign 
screen find (Miss Sothern) as a 
circus sideshow. § attendant; the 
same situation which has intermis- 
sioned many a musical comedy with 
no mystery concerning the final an- 
sewer. Lowe plays a film director 
and other than occasionally letting 
his tempo become abnormally slow 
does well enough with it. 


David Burton, who directed, has 
both covered up and spread the 
story over 67 minutes with not a 
few of those minutes devoted to 
two tunes, each of which is reprised 
and the plug ditty twice. A work- 
manlike job which might have been 
impossible minus the footage 
usurping of the songs. It’s neat be- 
cause the running time infers adroit 
cutting on a story that couldn't 
stand any padding. Burton's only 
slips appear to be in passing one 
line of dialog and taking for 
granted that the discovery of a new 
screen star is page one streamer 
stuff across the country. This is 
much like that Coast foible that 
everyone in a screen audience ap- 
plauds. The othe: misstep is per- 
mitting Miss Sothern to verbally 
predict she'll be the biggest star 
in pictures. The immediate reac- 
tion to that out front is, ‘Smile 
when you say that, sister.’ But as 
she’s crying at the time the audi- 
ence snickers for her. 


Musically the picture 1s something 


of a surprise considering that 
Harold Arlen has _ written’ the 
melodies. A sweet tunesmith who's 


compositions usually waste no time 
in getting from ear to toe, the odd 


aspect is that neither of the two 
tunes offered even borders on the 
hotcha. ‘Let’s Fall in Love’ is a 


foxtrot-ballad, and a good one, while 
the other, presumably called ‘Love 
Is Love,’ is more of a jingle though 
they won’t remember it as easily. 
No one is going to fool Columbia 
much on tunes with Max Winslow, 
of Berlin, Inc., now lending an ear 
between putts. So much so that in 
order to take no chances with the 
title tune Art Jarrett is used to in- 


troduce it, supplemented by a 
femme vocal octette, after which 
Mis: Sothern does the reprise. She 
sings it nicely, too. 


Tala Birell makes the minor part 
of the temperamental star, who has 
to be replaced, stand out while the 
motherly soul who teaches. the 
circus girl her Swedish accent also 
holds up her corner. But basicaly 
the picture is Ratoff with his in- 
imitable dialect and mannerisms, a 
new girl and a new face, a nice pro- 
duction to frame an anemic little 
story and a fetching tune. It should 
be a handy item to have around, 
same going for Miss Sothern. 


bd ’ 

Miss Fane’s Baby 
Paramount production and release. Stars 
Dorothea Wieck and Alice Brady. Directed 
by Alexander Hall. From original by Ru- 
Hughes; screen play, Adela Rogers 
St. John; continuity, Jane Storm; photog- 
raphy, Alfred Gilks, At Paramount, N. Y., 

week Jan. 19. Running time, 67 mins. 
Madeline Fane.........e.+. Dorothea Wieck 
Mrs. Molly Prentiss...........-Alice Brady 
Michael Pane. .ccccccccsteseces Baby LeRoy 
Capt. Murphy.....ceceee-» William Frawley 
MacCready.. .George Barbier 






ree PrTTTTTTT TT Titre Alan Hale 
| os ee PPTTTTTIT TTT Jack LaRue 
Le eee cccccctccocce Dorothy Burgess 
SOC PYORIME, « ccccsacccaeceace Irving Bacon 
Johnny Prentiss..Geo. ‘Spanky’ McFarland 
PID POON, oc cvcnensseds Cullen Jehnson 
Minnie Prentiss........ Carmencita Johnson 
Baby Prention...ccccsecess Kay Lou Barnes 


The snatch racket, page one stuff 
for sometime now, becomes A-1 
screen entertainment in ‘Miss Fane's 
Raby Is Stolen.’ This, the first pic- 
ture of its kind since the Lindbergh 
kitnapping, is both box office and 
punch film. Despite the liberties 
taken in the plot it is material that 
carries a convincing and arresting 
note, 


In many respects the story follows 
the lines of least resistance in pat- 


terning itself, except for the in- 
evitable happy finish, after the 
Lindbergh tragedy. A film star's 
baby figures here, living in the lap 
of cloistered luxury at a Beverly 
Hills estate. Kid is Baby LaRoy, 


whose cuteness quickly engenders a 
sympat} interest on his and his 
mother’s behalf. The babe is care- 


- 
ineuvered throug the ac- 


1etiy 





tion and the fate that befails him, 
at one point, is a gem of a scene. 
In a farm shack where he's held 
captive he hears his mother's voice 
on the radio in a plea for his safety 
and his return. Kid bewilderingly 
looks at the radio and around it for 
the arms that go with the appeal. 

In its early stages the picture 
works up excitement through the 
campaign of police and others for 
the discovery of the missing child 
or its captors, with Federal aid and 
co-operation of mothers all over the 
country invoked in the search. Cops 
play an important part of the first 
half but are chided by inference as 
their efforts fail. 

It's a farmer's wife out in the linely 
country who by chance stumbles on 
the baby and, grabbing it, races 
madly to town in a flivver with the 
kidnappers in pursuit This is the 
part, played by Alice Brady. which 
steals the picture. Besides running 
away with the story, Miss Brady 
has the lines and action which de- 
liver the laughs, her four kids and 
a husband helping in that direction. 

Dorothea Wieck is an acceptable 
film star type whose grief over her 
missing son is properly tempered 
with hysteria. At first Miss Wieck 
is inclined to overact noticeably, go- 
ing through motions that veer too 
strongly to the theatrical. 

The long title will be no cinch for 
the theatres. Char. 


MYRT AND MARGE 


(MUSICAL) 


Bryan Foy Production and Universal re- 
lease. Stars Myrt and Marge, radio team. 
Direction and dialog, Al Boasberg. Orig- 
inal story, Beatrice Banyard; dances staged 
by Jack Haskell; songs, M. K. Jerome and 
Joan Jasymn; photography, Joseph Valen- 





tine. At Mayfair, N. Y., three days, start- 
ing Jan. 15. Running time, 66 mins. 

i SEs angele c4autcnce caches Myrtle Vail 
Marge Spear......... +«++.+-Donna Damerel 
Hee Mother. ccccccccccecces Trixie Friganza 
COMB ccc oteccsewceccesscves Eddie Foy, Jr. 
Producer -...J3. Farrell MacDonald 
Angel..... SONI PTTeT TT eT Thomas Jackson 
+ SORMEU ss oN 2 402.044 00% a8 Ted Healy 
His Helpers..... Howard, Fine and Howard 
CIs 5.5 65000600000 0004000008 Ray Hedge 


‘Myrt and Marge’ as a film is for 
the residential neighborhoods and 
the small towns where the reputa- 
tion and popularity of the CBS gum 
headliners may lure ’em away from 
the dials and up to the paybox. 
Film lacks production qualities to 
carry it in the more exacting deluxe 
and downtown spots. Film arrives 
belatedly in Marhattan. 

Bing Crosby appears to be about 
the sole radio exception to date to 
get a break in Hollywood on proper 
handling. Meanwhile, there’s a whole 
list of radio folks who went to 
Hollywood, made one picture, and 
apart from a piece of change did 
themselves little good. That's about 
what has happened to Myrtle Vail 
and Donna Damerel, otherwise Myrt 
and Marge, here. 

This two-girl team (mother and 
daughter) has been on the air three 
years and among radio’s 10 most 
popular programs for two years. 
That bespeaks a boxoffice value for 
the picture which on its other values 
it obviously wouldn't possess. Film 
was directed by a gag man, Al Boas- 
berg, and the dramatic sequences 
and general pace of the narrative 
shows it. Laughs there are, often 
some good hokum comedy, but the 
plausibility of the characters and the 
incidents and the general quality is 
marked by awkwardness, 

Trixie Friganza, a good trouper 
on the stage, is strictly synthetic as 
here presented. Her personality, 
customarily gay and infectious, is 
pseudo-jovial under Boasberg’s di- 
rection. Grace Hayes got lost on 
the cutting room floor while Ted 
Healy and his stooges, Howard Fine 
and Howard, by sticking to their 
own vaudeville technique, and prob- 
ably undirected except by Healy, 
come through with a minimum of 
stilted moments. 

Eddie Foy, Jr. and Ray Hedge, 
as a pansy, come closest to copping 
any honors the picture holds. Part 
of Myrtle Vail is not extensive while 
Donna Damerel, with more footage, 
is presented as an ingenue a trifle 
too unworldly for conviction, 

Story involves a theatrical troupe 
with financial difficulties. It finally 
reaches Broadway and takes the 
town by storm, chiefly with a pro- 
duction number representing a cobra 
snake, a bit of whimsy without 
grandeur or ingenuity to square the 
reptilian motif. Girl numbers are 
cheaply done. Couple of fair songs 
are used. It’s a tab all the way and 
the arrival on Broadway is incred- 
ible after the quality of the show- 
within-a-show is made manifest. 
At the conclusion it all turns out 
to a radio broadcast with the vari- 
ous characters taking their final 
bows while Myrt and Marge croon- 
ingly fade out. Land. 


Russell Mack Set 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 

Russell Mack has been 

to direct ‘Tish’ at Metro, 
Marie Dressler starrer, 

James K. McGuinness is 

the several Mary Roberts Rinehart 


into a n ture varn 


ed 


next 


assig! 


the 


adopting 


Tish’ stor 


LADY IS WILLING 


(BRITISH MADE) 
Columbia (British) picture release 
through Columbia Pictures. Directed b 
Gilbert Milier. Cast: Leslie Howard, Ce: 
Hardwicke, Binnie Barnes, Nigel Playfa.: 


Graham Browne, Nigel Bruce. Previewed 
| Prince Edward theatre, London, Jan 2 
Running time, 70 mins. 

This is the one and only produ 
tion made in England by Columbia 
Pictures, 

On form it would seem the com- 
pany had designed this film to be | 


The screen play is by 
Guy Bolton, then Leslie Howard 
came over for it and they aug- 
mented further with such formid- 
able English support as Cedric 
Hardwicke, Binnie Barnes and oth- 
ers. A couple of technical experts 
also arrived from Hollywood, etc. 
Then Columbia made one grave er- 
ror. Gilbert Miller was recruited to 
direct. 

Principal complaint about the pic- 
ture is Miller’s direction. It has all 
the attributes of stage technique 
It is a stage play and not a motion 
picture. 

It is to be hoped that some day 
Columbia, profiting by this experi- 
ence, will have another try at Brit- 
ish production. But the miss is 
most apparent. Jolo. 


STRAIGHTAWAY 


Columbia 


bullet-proof. 


production and release 
Tim McCoy. Directed by Otto Brower, Sue 
Carol featured. Story and screen play, 
Lambert Hillyer; Frank Geraghaty, asst. 
dir.; Dan Clark, camera; Glen Rominger. 
sound; Otto Mayer, editor. At Loew's New 
York, N. Y., Jan. 15, on double bill. Run- 
ning time, 58 mins. 


Most auto race pictures lack nov- 
elty because there seems to be only 
one objective. This time it’s a 
threat of a murder trial for the hero 
if the kid brother wins the race. 
Ambitious but not quite enough. 
Just another auto race picture with 
plenty of library stuff, but no real 
punch and not planned to raise in- 
terest in the players. 

Tim McCoy seems to be feeling 
around for a new meter. Production 
looks cheap with action on the 
tracks at Altoona, Providence, Utica, 
Elgin and Indianapolis. Clips show 
what seem to be duthentic shots of 
all these speedways, but the inti- 
mate action in all of these locations 
are backgrounded by a couple of 
hills which grow strangely familiar 
by the time the blowoff comes in 
Indianapolis. Intimate details of the 
races are likewise backgrounded 
against the same track, though the 
long shots show the track where the 
action is supposed to lie. That 
doesn't help, nor does the enthus- 
iastic crowd of perhaps 150 extras. 

McCoy tries hard to make it look 
like something and Sue Caro! helps. 
but it’s a forlorn hope. Chie. 


THE LAST TRAIL 


Fox production and release, Directed by 
Tinling. Features George O'Brien, 
Claire Trevor, El Brendel, Lucille LaVerne. 
Story by Zane Grey; Stuart Anthony, screen 


James 


play; Arthur Miller, camera; Royer, cos- 
tumes; Bernard Fredricks, sound; Arthur 
Lange, music. At Stanley, -N. Y., Jan. 16 


on double bill. Running time, 59 mins. 

Western story but better than 
average. Based on a Zane Grey 
yarn and apparently much material 
added. Nothing new though shrewd- 
ly assembled and makes fast mov- 
ing entertainment. 

Off to a good start with O'Brien 
boarding a train to avoid a posse 
and a friendly gangster, on the ob- 
servation platform, discouraging 
further pursuit with pineapples. 

This establishes O’Brien later on 
with his new found friend's gang, 
racketeers gone west to steal a 
ranch and start protection for the 
ranchers on approved Chicago meth- 
ods. O’Brien is selected to pose as 
the heir to the ranch to which, in 
reality, he is the proper claimant, 
and the rest of the development 
works this out. Love interest is 
contributed by Claire Trevor, osten- 
sibly one of the gang but a news- 
paperwoman after the story. 

Fl Brendel is in for comedy which 
he handles nicely. Little time taken 
out for laugh interludes other than 
a bit where O’Brien is required to 
spend the night in the room with 
Miss Trevor, to whom he’s supposed 
to be married. This is handled 
nicely and is not interruptive. Apart 
from this it is fast and decisive ac- 
tion. 


ting good support from Miss Trevor, 
Brendel, Matt McHugh and J. Car- 
rol Naish. The others, including 
Lucille LaVerne, in for bits. Chir. 


16 FATHOMS DEEP 


First Divisior 





Monogram 
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production and 








release Features Sally O'Neil and Creigh- 
ton Chaney. Directed by Armand Schaefer 
Paul Malvern, producer. Stor y by Eustace 
I, Adams: B. B. Barringer, adaptatior 
Norman Houston, screen play; Archie 
Stout, camera: J. A. Stransky, Jr., sound 
At Mayfair, N. Y., Jan. 18. On do 
bill Running time, 59 mins 
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Indie producers still have things 
to learn, but they're learning 
|Monogram has done a good job or 
t etey of the sponge 


Stars | 


O'Brien heads the cast well, get- | 


] 
| from the magazine yarn by Eustace 
L. Adams. There are some soft 
spots, notably a misuse, or rather 
an inept use, of comedy; there is a 
failure to develop fully the menace 
of the moment and in the fight se- 
quence the punch is not fully car- 
ried over to the spectator. But in 
ithe main it holds attention and 
ranks as a very fair programer 
low the toppers. That it’s on a 
louble bill here is due more to the 
|need of the other half of the bill. 
Yarn tells of a young sponge 
| fisher who borrows money for a 
|}boat from his would-be rival. Idea 
impossible for him 
and so make it 


is to make it 
}to repay the loan 
|impossible to marry the girl. She 
defeats this objective and _ the 
/heavy’s suicide clears the way to 
i their happiness. 

Most of the action takes place 
jon the sponger with quite some 
footage on the sea bottom with the 
|divers. Plot chiefly delves with the 
|tampering of the pumps and diving 
| suits. Underwater stuff is well 
| done and convincing. Photography 
is excellent, the picture using Cata- 
lina Island for a background, and 
ithe sound is well registered. In 
l|eeneral the direction is good, but 
ltoward the close the comedy is 
ibrought in to break tension which 
should have been maintained. 
| This is the first chance Creighton 
Chaney has been given at a lead. 
He’s no collar ad, but vigorous 
and youthful. The girls who like 
caveman stuff may fall for him, 
and the men are pretty certain to 
like him. Sally O'Neil seems a bit 
too mature for skittish soubret 
parts. She carries on and for a 
brief bit wears a backless bathing 
suit that is pretty close to front- 
less, too. Maurice Black turns in 
his usual smooth tough villain while 
George Regas is the lacquered 
heavy. Si Jenks looks after most 
of the comedy and is effective when 
not overworking. Chic. 


LA RUE SANS NOM 


(‘Street Without a Name’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, Jan. 6. 
Pellegrin production. Directed by Pierre 
Chenal. From a novel by Marcel Ayme. 
Made in Montmartre studios _Camereclair 
Radio. Running time, 82 mins. 





Different and most realistic, with 
Pola Illery giving a fine perform- 
ance. Story is of a sordid neighbor- 
hood where a girl comes to live and 
causes havoc by her beauty. 

Figures of interest to American 
theatres showing French product. 


RKO Cameo, N. Y., Shifts 


Harry Shiffman, head of the Brill 
circuit which operates mostly on 
Staten Island, in association with 
Jack Shapiro, has taken over the 
Cameo, New York, under a lease 
with M. Shapiro & Son, contractors 
who built the theatre about eigh* 
years ago. 

RKO has had the Cameo under 
lease. Same policy as with RKO, 
playing arty and freak pictures, will 
be continued by Shiffman and 
Shapiro, at a 55c top. S&S go in 
Saturday (27). 





——— 


3-WAY PAR COLLAB. 
Hollywood, Jan, 22, 
Albert D’Anno is colabbing with 
Jane Hinton and Harlan Thompsor. 
on ‘Cosmetica’ for Paramount. 


Title Changes 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 
‘Sisters Under the 








‘Sonata’ to 
Skin,’ Col. 

‘Trigger’ to ‘Spitfire,’ Radio. 

Par’s ‘Death Takes a Holiday’ to 
‘Strange Holiday.’ 

Metro's ‘It Happened One Day,’ 
retitled ‘A Big Day,’ will be released 
|as ‘This Side of Heaven.’ 

‘I Believed in You’ is the new 
title for Fox’s ‘Disillusion,’ featuring 
Rosemary Ames, Victor Jory and 
John Boles, and directed by Irving 
Cummings. 





Story Buys 





Hollywood, Jan, 22. 

Warners has taken rights to 
Cosmo stories by Arthur Somers 
Roche, ‘Lady Dick’ and ‘Roadhouse.’ 

Metro has purchased the screen 
rights for Rudyard Kipling’s ‘Kim 
- ‘Captains Courageous.’ 
| 
| 
} 
} 


| 


Universal has closed for screen 
rights to ‘Fanny,’ French play, by 
Marcel Pagnol. 

Monogram has bought rights to 
two stories, ‘City Limits,’ a novel 
by Jack Woodward, and ‘Million 
Dollar Baby,’ orig by Joseph Sant- 
| ley. 


Contracts 
H Serendnd. Jan, 22. 


Eddie Foy, Jr. given a one pie 
cket by Roach with an option. 


Universal has exercised its option 


on 


Roger Pryor for six months. 
Henry Wadsworth, juve, pacted 


| 


it Metro, following part in ‘It H ip- | 


pened One Day. 





| 











Studio Placements 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 
A. S. Byron replaces Rollo Lloyd, 
‘Countess of Monte Cristo,’ U. 
Kurt Neumann, megs, Pat O’Brien 


, |} and Gloria Stuart, ‘Where's Brown,’ 
e- | * 


| L 


George Nicholls co-directs ‘Fin- 
ishing School,’ with Wanda Tuc- 
hock, Radio. 


Carl Brisson, ‘Cosmetician,’ Par. 

Stuart Anthony, scripting for Sol] 
Wurtzel at Fox 

Betty Mack, Tommy Baird 
Harry Bowen, untitled 
Chase comedy. 

Malcom Stuart Boylan writer con- 
tact at Fox-Westwood. 

Claud Allister, ‘Bull Dog Drum- 
mond Strikes Back.’ 20th Cent. 


and 
Charles 


J. Walter Ruben, directs, Clive 
Brook, ‘Family Man.’ Radio. 
Mills’ Bros., Eugene  Pallette, 


Nydia Westman, Elliott Nugent, di- 
recting, ‘Dynamite.’ Jimmie Du- 
rante pic. Radio. 

Howard J. Green scripting ‘Great 
Magoo.’ Par. 


Otis Harlan, ‘Wonder Bar.’ WR. 
Patricia Ellis, Mayo Methot and 


Marjorie Gateson, ‘Fur Coats.’ WR. 
Onslow Stevens, Ada Ince, ‘Van- 

ishing Shadows.’ UWA. 
Edgar Ulmer directs 
Lita Chevret, Henry 

‘Warren Doane short.’ U, 
Irene Harvey, ‘Three on a Honey- 

moon.’ Fox. 

- ewe Schary continuity, ‘Hell Cat.’ 

ol, 

Richard Dix and Irene Dunne, 
‘Stingaree.’ Radio. 

Complete cast of M. H. Hoffman's 
‘Take the Stand’: Thelma Todd, 
Jack LaRue, Gail Patrick, Russell 
Hopton, Leslie “enton, Sheila Ter- 
ry, Paul Hurst, Berton Churchill, 
Vince Barnett, Bradley Page, De- 
Witt Jennings, Jason Robards, Al 
Hill, Arnold Gray, Eddie Kane, Lew 
Kelly, Charles Wilson, Richard 
Tucker, Judith Vosselli and Bryant 
Washburn. 


‘Black Cat.’ 


Armetta, 


Walter Weems scripting at Hal 
Roach. 

James Forbes callabing with 
James K. McGuiness on ‘Tish.’ 
Metro. 

Robert Tasker dialoging ‘Crime 


Doctor.’ Radio. 

Katharine DeMille, Gertrude Nor- 
man, Sidney Toler, ‘Trumpet Blows.’ 
Par. 

Walter Catlett, Gloria Warner, 
Anita Carvin, Arthur Houseman, 
James Burtis, Greta Meyer, ‘Play- 
ful Husbands.’ Radio. 

Henry Folker, Samuel 
Frank Morgan, Arthur Hull, 
tague Shaw, Robert Graves, 
Jackson, ‘Sisters Under the 
Col. 

Billy Seward, Ward Bond, Kane 
Richmond, Francis McDonald, Frank 
Leighton, Alphonz Ethier, Joseph 
Creehan, ‘Storm at Midnight.’ Col. 

Robert Graves, Clara Blandick, 
Kane Richmond, ‘Sisters Under the 


Hinds, 
Mon- 
Selma 
Skin.’ 


Skin.’ Columbia. 

Walter Connelly lead ‘Charlie 
Chan’s Challenge.” Fox, 

Ruth Gillette, ‘David Harum’ 
Fox. 

tobert Frazer, ‘Men in White.’ 
Fox. 

Otto Kruger, ‘Crime Doctor.’ Ra- 
dio. 

Phillip Faversham, ‘Fur Coats.’ 
WR. 

William Keighley directs ‘The 
Key.” WB. 


Agnes Christine Johnston script- 


ing ‘In Conference.’ Par. 

Monte Blue, ‘Come on Marines,’ 
Par. 

Willis Goldbeck scripting ‘Murder 


on the Black Board.’ 

Maude Eburne, 
Metro. 

Pat Flaherty, ‘Come On Marines,’ 
Par. 

Tom Satterfield to Par as arranger 
and composer. 


Radio. 
‘Lousiana Lou.’ 


Vinee Barnett, ‘The Firebrand,’ 
Century. 

William Frawley borrowed by 
Radio from Par for ‘Crime Doctor.’ 


Col. 
‘In Old Louisina,’ 


Red Stanley, ‘Love Detective,’ 

Warner Oland, 
Metro. 

Marjorie Lytell, ‘Finishing School,’ 
Radio. 

Norman Foster 
mite,’ Radio. 

Mary Kornman, 
Addie Herring, 
Heart,’ Chesterfield. 

Doris Lloyd, ‘Sisters 
Skin,’ Col. 

Joyce Compton, ‘Trumpet Blows,’ 
Par. 

Toby Wing, Lond Andre, Pat Fla- 


‘Strictly Dyna- 


Barbara Weeks, 
‘Understanding 


Under the 


herty, Fuzzy Knight, ‘Come On 
Marines,’ Par. 
Wm. Frawley, ‘Crime Doctor, 


Radio. 

Groves Jones and William C. Mc- 
Nutt, scripting ‘Fifty-two Weeks 
With Fleurette,’ for Louis D. Light- 
ton, Par. 


Victor McLaglen, ‘Murder at the 
Vanities,’ Par. 

Gale Sisters, ‘Melody in Spring,’ 
Par. 

Helen Lowell, ‘Old Doll’s Ho 
WB. 

Edward Earle, ‘Three on a Honey- 
moon, Fox 

Ferdinand Gottschalk, ‘Rip Tide,’ 
Me ro 

Spencer Charters, Lou Brock 
short, Padio. 

Ward Bond, ‘Storm at Midnig 


Col. 
serton Churchill, “Take the Stand,’ 


Li! 
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‘Screen Names 7 0% Stage 





(Continued from page 1) 


Europe. Fox has been leading in 
reaching across the Atlantic for 
prospects, and not without an eye 
to the box offize over there. This 
firm claims that 25% has been 
added to its British sales during 
the past year which can be traced 


to using players of that nationality. 
This company’s estimate, however, 
should be tempered with thoughts 


of ‘Cavalcade.’ 

An example of present stage 
worth in pictures is the Warner 
Brothers-First National star list 


which contains 17 names and only 


three of whom (Barthelmess, 
Cortez, Bette Davis) have no stage 
antecedents. Of 33 on the WB-FN 


featured list 26 are stage veterans. 

Fox has 33 from the stage among 
its 43 contract players; Metro 49 
of 61; Paramount, 40 of 49: Uni- 
versal, 24 of 30: Radio, 38 of 48, and 
20th Century, 15 of 21. 

WB-FN 

Former legit, vaude or musical 
comedy players drawing regular 
weekly pay checks during the year 
from Warners-First National were 
Ruth Chatterton, William Powell, 
Joe Brown, Joan Blondell, Barbara 
Stanwyck, Ruby’ Keeler, Leslie 
Howard, Kay Francis, Al Jolson, 
Warren William, Dick Powell, Ed- 
ward G. Robinson, James Cagney, 
Paul Muni, Guy Kibbee, Hugh Her- 
bert, George Lrent, Henry O'Neill, 
Gordon Wescott, Kathryn Sergava, 
Jean Muir, Phillip Reed, Pat 
O’Brien, Aline MacMahon, Margaret 
Lindsay, Arthur Hohl, Phillip 
Faversham, Hobart Cavanaugh, 
Theodore Newton, Donald Woods, 
Adolphe Menjou, Glenda Farrell. 
Lyle Talbot, Allen Jenkins, Ruth 
Donnelly, Robert Barrat, Frank Mc- 


Hugh, Genevieve Tobin, Sheila 
Terry and George -Blackwood. 
Directors—Lloyd Bacon, William 
Keighley, Arthur G. Collins, Wil- 
liam Dieterle, Stanley Logan, Busby 
Berkely. 
Writers—Ernest Pascal, Manuel 


Seff, David Boehm, Barry Trivers, 
Paul Gerard Smith, Byron Morgan, 
Charles Kenyon and Austin Parker. 
Metro 

Metro’s stage contingent com- 
prises: John Barrymore, Lionel 
Barrymore, Joan Crawford, Maurice 
Chevalier, Marion Davies, Marie 
Dressler, Clark Gable, Helen Hayes, 
Jeanette MacDonald, Robert Mont- 
gomery, Katherine Alexander, Eliz- 











“Not just a band leader—A dis- 
tinct type.”— 


Variety, Jan. 16. 

He's a distinct type, with a mug 
that’s become something of a trade- 
mark, should build himself up well 
on this stage. 

Wolf makes a good start currently, 
proving among other things that he’s 
just not a band leader as some m.c.'s 
are. Ina girl number about middle, 
the west coaster mixes into the rou- 
tine dancing with various members 
of the ensemble. He tops it all ina 
neat double, playing the cornet while 


dancing. 
Char. 


ROXY, NEW YORK 
Indefinitely 


RUBE 
WoOoLF 











abeth Allen, Alice Brady, Charles 
Butterworth, Mae Clarke, Ruth 
Channing, Jimmy Durante, Nelson 
Eddy, Stuart Erwin, Muriel Evans, 
C. H. Gordon, Russell Hardie, Ted 


Healy, Jean Hersholt, Irene Hervey, 


Jean Howard, Walter Huston, Art 
Jarrett, Isabel Jewell, Otto Kruger 
Ben Lyon, Una Merkel,’ Polly 


Moran, Frank Morgan, Karen Mor- 
ley, Margaret McConnell, Earl Ox- 
ford, Jean Parker, May Robson, 
Ruth Selwyn, Martha Sleeper. 
Lewis Stone, Franchot Tone, Lupe 
Velez, Diana Wynyard, and Robert 
Young. 

Directors — Richard Boleslavsky, 
George Cukor, Robert Z. Leonard, 
Rouben Mamoulian, Charles Reis- 
ner and Edgar Selwyn. 

Writers—Zoe Atkins, Anna Aus- 
tin, Vicki Baum, Arthur Caesar 
John Colton, John Emerson, Jules 
Furthman, Frances Goodrich, Albert 
Hackett, Elmer Harris, Ted Healy, 


Ben Hecht, Arthur Kober, Benn 
Levy, Anita Loos, Charles Mac- 
Arthur, John Meehan, Zelda Sears, 


ald Ogden Stewart, Preston Sturges 
Ernest Vajda, and Edgar Allan 
Woolf. 
Paramount 

Paramount's list is: Brian Aherne, 
Adrienne Ames, George’ Barbier, 
Mary Boland, Grace Bradley, George 
Burns, Gracie Allen, Claudette Col- 
bert, Bing Crosby, Dorothy Dell, 
Marlene Dietrich, Frances Drake 
W. C. Fields, Bill Frawley, Frances 
Fuller, Cary Grant, Charlotte Henry, 
Miriam Hopkins, Karns, 
Jack LaRue, Charles Laughton, Ida 


toscoe 


March, Herbert Marshall, Marx 
Brothers, Jack Oakie, George Raft, 


Lyda Roberti, Charlie Ruggles, | 
Randolph Scott, Sylvia Sidney, Ali- 
son Skipworth, Sir Guy Standing. 


Evelyn Venable, Mae West, Doro- 
thea Wieck, Toby Wing «nd Eliza- 
beth Young. 


Directors — Cecil B. DeMille, 
Marion tering, Mitchell Leisen. 
Ernst Lubitsch, Max Marcin, 
Thomas Mitchell, Paul Sloane, 


George Sommes and Stuart Walker. 


Writers—Thamson Burtis, Bart- 
lett Cormack, Frank Craven, Walter 


DeLeon, Lou Gensler, Harry Rus- 
kin, Harlan Thompson, Maurine 
Watkins and Eddie Welch. 


Radio 


Radio's lineup includes: Fred As- 
taire, Nils Asther, Helen Broderick, 
Clive Brook, Tom Brown, Bruce 
Cabot, Mawita Castaneda, Chick 
Chandler, Richard Dix, Irene Dunne, 
Dot Farley, Skeets Gallagher, Wil- 
liam Gargan, Wynne Gibson, Ann 
Harding, Katharine Hepburn, Les- 
lie Howard, Dorothy Jordan, Pert 
Kelton, Tom Kennedy, Florence 
Lake, Francis Lederer, Dorothy Lee, 
Eric Linden, Helen Mack, Joel Mc- 


Crea, Zasu Pitts, Ginger Rogers, 
Robert Shayne, Carol Tevis, Adle 
Thomas, Nydia Westman, Bert 
Wheeler, Thelma White and Robert 
Woolsey. 

Directors—John Cromwell, Ed- 


ward Eliscu, John Ford, E. H. Grif- 
fith, Russell Mack, Elliott Nugent. 


Writers—John Bright, Sidney 
Buckman, Lester Cohen, Francis 
Faragoh, Becky Gardiner, Howard 
J. Green, Cyril Hume, Edward 
Kaufman, John Howard Lawson, 
Albert Shelby Levino, Ainsworth 


Morgan, Laurence Stallings, Dwight 


Taylor, Wanda Tuchock and Luia 
Vollmer. 
Fox 
Fox’s former stage people are: 
Warner Baxter, John Boles, Nigel 
Bruce, Joe Cook, James Dunn, 
Stepin Fetchett, Norman Foster, 


Preston Foster, Henry Garat, Roger 
Imhoff, Victor Jory, Howard Lally, 
Jose Mojica, Ralph Morgan, Herbert 
Mundin, Will Rogers, Raul Roulien, 


Sid Silvers, Spencer Tracy, Hugh 
Williams, Heather Angel, Jane 
Barnes, Mona _ MSBarrie, Henrietta 


Crossman, Florence Desmond, Dixie 
Frances, Ketty Gallian, Lilian Har- 
vey, Miriam Jordan, Sazanne 








BLANCHE 





CARON SISTERS 


WITH THE % 


EDDIE CANTOR REVUE 


NOW PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK, (THIS WEEK, JAN 19) 


DOREA 








| and Claire Trevor. 











| Harvey, 
Bella Spewack, Sam Spewack, Don- | 


MARQUEE BALLY 





| Broadway 
Lupino, Barton, MacLane, Fredric | mechanical animals, replicas of pre- 


| historic beasts, by Messmore and 


Kaaren, Pat Paterson, Wini Shaw 


Directors—Morris Ankrum, David 
Butler, James Cruze, Irving Cum- 


mings, Hamilton MacFadden. 
Writers—Reginald Berkeley, Lew 
Brown, Lester Cole, Paul Green, 


Samuel Hoffenstein, Henry Johnson, 

Oscar Levant, George Marion, Jr., 

Ralph Spence and Barry Trivers. 
Universal 

Universal's list: 
Paul Lukas, Boris Karloff, Jan 
Kiepura, Claude Rains, Gloria 
Stuart, E. E. Horton, Margaret Sul- 
lavan, Chester Morris, Russ Colom- 
bo, Lois January, Garry Owen, 
Alene Carroll, Robert Allen, Sterl- 
ing Holloway Roger Pryor, Onslow 
Stevens, June Knight and Henry 
Armetta, 

Directors—James Whale, Lowell 
Sherman, Eddie Buzzell and Victor 
Schertzinger. 

Writers—Leonard Praskins, John 
Huston, Gilbert Emery. 

20th Century 

At 20th Century: Constance Ben- 
nett, Janet Beecher, Blossom Seeley, 
George Arliss, George Bancroft, 
Paul Kelly, Tullio Carminati, Paul 
Morgan Conway, Adelyn 
Doyle, Fay Wray and Jackie Kelk. 


Edmund Lowe, 








BACK ON BWAY 


returued to 
exhibition of 


ballyhoo 
with an 


Marquee 


Damon in the Warner theatre. Ex- 
hibition is same as at the World's 
Fair in Chicago and later in Mon- 
treal. 


Exploitation handled by A. P. 
Waxman. 
When ‘Bring 'Em Back Alive’ 


(RKO) set the pace at the Mayfair 
theatre a couple of seasons back, 
it paved the way for marquee ballys 
and outside-the-theatre displays 
such as Broadway never saw be- 
before. The al fresco and catch-as- 
catch-can midway aura of the main 
drag literally converted Broadway 
into a street carnival and finally 
drew censorial fire from the license 
bureau which outlawed any and all 
such ballyhooing, including blatant 
barking, pennanting, etc. 

The Warner theatre’ display 
marks the first return of such ex- 
ploitation in two years. 


ALLIED DIRECTORS, 
ELECTION MEETING 


Chicago, Jan. 22. 
Directors of Allied States exhibi- 
tors association will meet at the 
Warwick hotel here on Wednesday 
(21). Primary purpose is to hold 
election of officers for coming year. 
Directors board will also make use 
of the get-together to discuss other 
Allied questions, particularly policy 
problems and the code situation. 
Expected there will be changes in 
the present officers set-up which 
now has Jim Ritter, of Michigan, as 
president; Sidney Samuelson, New 
Jersey, as vice-president, and Her- | 
man Blum, of Maryland, treasurer. 
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| dependent 


| bills. 


|NW’s Trend Toward 2 Pix | 


A Break for Exchanges 


Minneapolis, Jan. 22. | 

Double featuring continues to | 
make encroachments in the terri- 
tory as a substitute for bargain and 
family nights prohibited under the 
new industry code. Even the large 
nabe Homewood, de luxe indepen- 
dent uptown theatre, offers double 
features, first instance of larger 
neighborhoods going in for twin 


In some of the smaller towns one 
night a week or one every two 
weeks to double features is a reg- 
ular thing. Lower loop grind houses 
here and in St. Paul continue to 
offer two features for a dime. 

The trend in the direction of 
double features is giving local in- | 
exchanges the best | 
break that they have had in many 
a moon. | 








ver | 
Lupe Velez Cancels 
Saltimore, Jan. 22. 


7 
Lupe Velez has cancelled. nér} 


Fox-West Coast Will Drop Some 30 


Houses as Part 





Par Doesn’t Want to 
Give Up the Criterion 


Paramount refuses to give up the 
Criterion, N. Y. 
time just in case company 
along with a two-a-day picture. As 


for any length of 


comes 


a result, Par has given Krimsky & 
Cochran the house for four weeks, 
with an option for an additional 
month. 

Criterion, in the hands of Dooley 
& Dowling as receivers for the City 
Farmers Loan & Trust, mortgagor, ; 
is on a direct lease to Paramount 
Pictures Distributing Corp., which 


in turn sublets to Krimsky & 
Cochran. Par has the Crit until 
July 1. 


Schoenstadt’s 6 Months 
Prot. Over Hyde Pk., Chi: 


Chicago, Jan. 22. 
Hyde Park theatre on the south- 
side opened last week, playing pic- 
tures six months behind the com- 
peting Piccadilly, owned 
by the Schoenstadts. Hyde Park 
theatre is operated by the Gollos 


Brothers, who put an_ estimated 
$10,000 in the renovation and re- 
modeling of the theatre, which was 
formerly a bank. Understood that 
the Gollos Bros. will go to the gov- 





which is 


ernment in an attempt to break 
the protection jam. They are wait- 
ing for the establishment of the 


government's grievance board lo- 


7” 





cally to make their plea of unfair 
protection. 

Schoenstadts managed to get the 
six months clearance by using their 
smaller house, the Harper, in the 
same zone as the wedge. They de- 
manded and got protection for the 
Harper over the new Hyde Park 
theatre and then shoved the Harper 
to the 26th week of release, which 
automatically pushed the Hyde 
Park to the 27th week. Both houses 
are charging 15c. adm{fssion. 

Piccadilly, which is now protected 
by a six-month clearance, is spotted 
in B week of pre-release. Schoen- 
stadts operate 14 theatres In this 
territory. The Hyde Park brings 
the Gollos brothers’ circuit to two. 
Their other house is the Ray. 


of Reorganization 


Los 
Fox West Coast will drop at le 


Angeles, Jan. 22. 
cast 
from its setup 


30 theatres present 


in the next 90 days. The circuit's 
consistent 
which 
has been on the wing for some time 
but held off until final analysis of 
all F-WC house 
pleted. 

Full reorganization of F-WC will 
not become a fact until this dis- 
carding process is finished. On the 
financial end, it is advised from 


head men are making 


progress towards this end, 


setups was com- 


the east, a financial reorganization 
plan for F-WC has been mulled 
over and is at hand, but can’t be 


put into practise as yet. 

This discarding of the deadwood 
F-WC houses looks to be the final 
spurt of the reorganization as it is 
being handled by the trustees and 
the Skouras Brothers. 

Several of the houses which will 
be dropped are located in key spots, 
The majority, however, are inland. 
Present indications are that the 
discarding process will be along 
lines of turning the houses over 
to experienced operators under 
straight leasing arrangements with 
participation in the profits or out- 
right partnership arrangements. 





Team Gleason, Oliver 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 


Radio will team James Gleason 
and Edna May Oliver again in 
‘Murder on the Blackboard.’ 

Pair were together in Radio's 
‘Penguin Pool Murder.’ 














WARNER BROS. COMEDIES 


Dir. JOE RIVKIN 
LEO MORRISON, Agency 






































ATLANTA 











SIGNS UP! 








Mion and Murray, Atlanta Showmen, add the 
Rialto to the growing list of theatres with live, 


up-to-the-minute stage shows produced by 
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Fox, Wa: hiegton 


Personal Direction 





Loew date, Feb. 9, at the Century | 
here. | 


Roxy, New York, This Week (Jan. 19) 
Fox, Philadelphia, Next Week (Jan. 26) 
Paramount, Brooklyn, Week Feb. ® 


Hippodrome, Baltimore, Yreek Feb. 9 


rOUR FRANKS 


, Week Feb. 16 


FERDIE SIMON 








SMR ger oe 


2 rE ee 


ee ORT ee ory nom, 


oem Meee o 





oe 


re 


a Pores RTE EP 














4 
@ 
a 
} 
S 
f 
's 
F 
3 








| 24 VARIETY Tuesday, January 23, 1934 














| 9 PROVEN A 
| ENGAGEMENTS | oma a 
_ IN FULL DETAIL! vy 


REPEAT THEIR 
SUCCESS WITH 
READY CAMPAIGNS! 





~~ bey 


Contents: 
TWELVE DOUBLE- SIZED PAGES 


‘with photos and complete description of 9 
successful, proven “Eskimo” campaigns, from 
Atlanta, Richmond, Norfolk, Miami and five 
other cities... 
30 NATIONAL TIE-UPS 
such as Lipton’s Tea, Norge Refrigerator, 
Remington Typewriter, Lucky Strikes, 
Hills Bros. Coffee, Atwater Kent, Eskimo 
Pie and 22 more equally big! Special 
window cards, streamers, banners, etc. 


NEWSPAPER SERIALIZATION 
In 12 thrilling, illustrated chapters! Also news- rag — a Es os . 
paper cartoon strips. : 7 | : eo 
RADIO THRILL CONTINUITY— s *: 7 ti 
FULL PAGE CO-OP. AD LAY-OUT 4. I 
a ESKIMO PHOTOPLAY NOVEL 
with Special Window Cards 
FULL PAGE EDUCATIONAL. PLAN 
AND 100 MORE VALUABLE 
EXPLOITATION SUGGESTIONS 


15 SMASHING PAGES 
OF ADVERTISING!!!! 


PUBLICITY SECTION CONTAINING 


every conceivable press angle! 
ACCESSORIES FULLY ILLUSTRATED 
Giant Pictorial Cut-out Letters, combination 


| marquee hangers and door-knob novelty, plus : hee ees ees 
i iti i Above is Reproductian of Jumbo Window Cord =. « 
| many more in addition to regular accessories. aveilehle of pout MGM. Exchthge Te 
; 


‘aewtd i ian heeape mean ene hatha aaaitinaiiinteiiattbin. doaenc. ee eee 
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This Campaign Book is 24 inches high, 32 inches wide—and 
every inch is crammed with practical Theatre Showmanship! 
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Office: 
Harold Auten 1540 B'way, N. Y. C. 


Mirages de Paris (French). Adventures of a girl who wants to be a star fn 
Paris. Jacquelin Francell, Roger Theville. Dir. Fedor Ozep. 82 mins. 
Rel. Dec. 23. Rev. Jan. 9. 

On Demande Compagnon (French). Musical romance. 
May. 85 mins. Rel. June l. Rev. June 5 

Poll de Carotte (Red Head) (French). A story of adolescence. Robert Lynen. 
Dir. Julien Duvivier. 96 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Dec. 20 and May 30. 

Savage Gold. Commander Dyott’s thrilling adventures with savage hunters. 
Comm. Dyott. Dir. Commander George Dyott. 67 mins. Kev. Aug. &. 

Offices: 1640 Broadway, 


Chesterfield New York, N. ¥ 


Dance, Girt, Dance. Musical drama. Alan Dinehart, Evalyn Knapp, Ada May. 
Dir. Frank Strayer. 69 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Oct. 81. 

in the Money. A prize fighter and his affairs with women. 
Skeets Gallagher, Warren Hymer. Dir. Frank Strayer. 
Nov. 7. Rev. Jan. 9. 

Man of Sentiment. How an old man holds a family together. Marian Marsh, 
Owen Moore, Wm. Bakewell, Christian Rub. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 67 mins 
Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Nov. 14. 

Murder on the Campus. Mystery with a college background. Shirley Grey, 
Charles Starrett and J. Farrel McDonald. 

Ralnbow Over Broadway. Musical romance. Grace Hayes, Joan Marsh, Lucien 
Littlefield. Dir. Richard Thorpe. 72 mins. Rel. Dec. 23. Rev. Dec. 27. 


Annabella. Dir. Joe 


Lois Wilson, 
66 mins. Rel. 


° ee @e om 3: 7 d ’ 
Firet Division ©*°* te Sreeeuer, 


Releases Also Allied, Chesterfield and Monogram 


Avenger, The. A district attorney seeks revenge on the gang which ‘framed’ 
him to twenty years in prison. Ralph Forbes, Adrienne Ames, Claude 
Gillingwater. Dir. Edward Marin. 78 mins. i. Sept. 15. 


Broken Dreams. A father’s devotion to his young son. Randolph Scott, 
Martha Sleeper, Beryl Mercer, Buster Phelps. Dir. Robert Vignola. 68 
mins. Rel. Dec. 1. 


By Appointment Only. A physician couldn’t make up his mind which of two 
women he loved the most. Lew Cody, Sally O'Neill, Marceline Day. 
Dir. Frank Strayer, 66 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. 

Dance, Girl, Dance. Musical of backstage life. A small-time vaudevillian 
becomes a night club star. Evalyn Knapp, Gloria Shea, Alan Dinehart, 
ogg Neen. Ada May, Mae Busch. Dir. Frank Strayer. 69 mins. 

el. Nov. 15. 


Devil’s Mate. A condemned man, on the verge of execution, Is mysteriously 
murdered. Peggy Shannon, Preston Foster. Dir. Phil Rosen. 66 mins. 
Rel. Sept. 1. 

Eat 'Em Alive. 


Fugitive, The. 
robbery. 
Sept. 16. 


He Couldn't Take It. Inside story of a process server who makes good with 
his summonses and gets his man. Ray Walker, Virginia Cherrill, George 
EK. Stone. Dir. Wm. Nigh. 64 mins. Rel. Jan. 1 


I Have Lived. A Broadway stage star is faced with blackmalilers on the eve 
of marriage to wealth and love. Anita Page, Allen Vincent, Alan Dine- 
hart. Dir. R. Thorpe. 69 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. 

In the Money. A goofy family, suddenly broke, pin their hopes on a Shake- 
spearean-minded prize fighting champ. Skeets Gallagher, Lois Wilson, 
Warren Hymer, Sally Starr. Dir. Frank Strayer. 67 mins, Rel. Jan. 15. 

Man of Sentiment. Playboy son marries a poor girl against his weaithy 
family’s wishes. Marian Marsh, William Bakewell, Owen Moore. Dir. 
RicLard Thorpe 68 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. 


Notorious But Nice. Driven from the man she loves, a gir) finds solace in a 
loveless marriage with the king of the underworld. Marian Marsh, 
Betty Compson, Donald Dillaway, Rochelle Hudson, Dir. Richard Thorpe. 
7 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. ‘ 

One Year Later. A young couple start their honeymoon on a train, and the 
following year finds them on the train under different circumstances. 
Mary Brian, Donald Dillaway, Russell Hopton, Will and Gladys Ahern, 
epee Cones, Dir. E. Mason Hopper. 65 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. Rev. 

OV. . 

Phantom Broadcast. A radio crooner attains phoney fame when his accom- 
panist secretly does his singing for him. Ralph Forbes ,Vivienne Os- 
borne, Pauline Garon. Dir. Phil Rosen. 71 mins. Rel. Aug. 1. 

Rainbow Over Broadway. Musical romance of an ex-musical comedy star of 
twenty years before who makes a sensational, overnight comeback {n 
a Broadway night club. Joan Marsh, Grace Hayes, Frank Albertson, 
Lucien Littlefield. Dtr. Richard Thorpe, 72 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. 

Sensation Hunters. A college girl finds herself stranded in Panama. Arline 
Judge, Marion Burns, Preston Foster. Dir. Charles Vidor. Rel. Sept. 15. 

Sixteen Fathoms Deep. Sponge diver thriller. Sally O'Neill, Creighton Cha- 
ney. Dir. Armand Schaefer. 60 mins. Rel. Nov. 17. 

Skyways. Adventures of a hot-tempered aviation pilot who gets into one 
scrape after another. Ray Walker, Kathryn Crawford, Lucien Little- 
field. Dir. Lew Collins. 72 mins. Rel. Sept. 16. 

Sphinx, The. A deaf mute and his twin brother are implicated in a series of 
crimes wherein four stock brokers are murdered in the same manner. 
Lionel Atwill, Sheila Terry, Pau) Hurst. Jir. Phi] Rosen. 63 mins. 
Rel. July 3. 

Sweetheart of Sigma Chi. College musical comedy romance. Based on the 
famous campus fraternity song. Buster Crabbe, Mary Carlisle, Sally 
Starr, Florence Lake, Ted Fio Rito and band. Dir. Edwin L. Marin. 173 
mins. Rel. Dec, 15. 


Throne of the Gods. Travel in the Himalayas. 


Jungle super thriller. 56 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. 


Secret service agents on the trail of a half-million dollar mail 
Rex Bell, Cecilia Parker. Dir. Harry Fraser. 58 mins. Rel. 


65 mins. Rev. Dec. 27. 


] Offices: 821 W. 44th &t., 


Studios: Burbank, 
New York, N. Y. 


Calf. First Nationa 


Bedside. Comedy-drama of a women’s doctor. Warren William, Jean Muir, 
Allen Jenkins. Dir. Robert Florey. 65 ‘mins. Rel, Jan. 27. 

Big Shakedown, The. Dramatic expose of the cut-rate drug racket. Bette 
Davis, Charles Farrell, Ricardo Cortez. Dir. John Francis Dillon. 64 
mins. Rel. Jan. 6. 

Bureau of Missing Persons. 
little known department. 
Jenkins, Hugh Herbert. Dir. 
Rev. Sept. 18. 

Convention City. The hilarious lowdown on big business conventions. Adolphe 
Menjou. Dick Powell, Mary Astor, Guy Kibbee. Dir. Archie Mayo. 69 
mins. Rel. Dec. 30. Rev. Dec, 27. 

Female. A drama of a woman who does her own hunting. 
ton, George Brent, Ruth Donnelly, Laura Hope Crews, Dir. 
Curtiz. 62 mins. Rel. Nov. 11. Rev. Nov. 7. 

Goodbye Again. From the play. Comedy of a famous author who meets up 
with an old flame who is married. Warren Williams, Joan Blondell, 
Genevieve Tobin, Hugh Herbert. Dir. Michae) Curtis. 66 mins. Rel. 
Sept. 9. Rev. Sept. 5. 

Havana Widows. Two girls in Havana searching for suckers. Joan Blondel, 
Glenda Farrell, Guy Kibbee, Ruth Donnelly, Frank McHugh and Allen 
Jenkins. Dir. Ray Enright. 64 mins. Rel. Nov. 18. Rev. Nov. 

Heroes for Sale. Post war activities of American vets. Rich. Barthelmess, 
Loretta Young. Rei. June 17. Rev. July 25. 

| Loved a Woman. Based on novel by David Karsner. Story of the affairs 
of an industrial leader and an operatic star. Edward G. Robinson, 
Kay Francis, Genevieve Tobin. Dir. Alfred E. Green. 90 mins. Rel. 
Sept. 23. Rev. Sept. 26. 

Massacre. Drama of the modern Indian and his conflicts with the white men. 
tichard Barthelmess, Ann Dvorak. Dir. Allen Crosland. Rel. Jan. 13. 

She Had to Say Yes. Comedy-drama of a ‘customer’ girl. Loretta Young, 
Lyle Talbot, Regis Toomey, Winnie Lightner. Dir. Busby Berkeley and 
George Amy. 64 mins. Rel. July 15. 

Son of a Sailor. Comedy of a sailor who gets into a funny situation because 
of his habit of telling romantic stories about himself. Joe E. Brown, 
Jean Muir, Frank McHugh, Johnny Mack Brown and Thelma Todd. 
Dir. Lildyd Bacon. 70 mins. Rel. Dec. 23. Rev. Dec. 5 

Wild Boys of the Road. Drama of the ‘orphans of the depression.” Frankie 
Darro, Dorothy Coonan, Rochelle Hudson, Ann Hovey. Dir. William A 
Wellman. 66 mins. Rel. Sept. 30. Rev. Sept. 26. 

World Changes, The. An epic drama of a family through four generations. 
Paul Muni, Aline MacMahon, Mary Astor, Donald Cook, Margaret Lind- 
say, Jean Muir, Patricia Ellis. Dir. Mervyn LeRoy. 95 mins. Rel. 


Nov. 25. Rev. Oct. 31 
Fox 


play of the 
Heat} er A vo 


Comedy-drama based on the activities of this 
Bette Davis, Lewis Stone, Pat O’Brien, Allen 
Roy del Ruth. 74 mins. Rel. Sept. 16. 


Ruth Chatter- 
Michael 


Offices: 444 West 56th St. 
New York, NY. 
same titie. Turn back the 
, Dir Frank Lioyd 


Studio: Fox Hills, 
Hollywood, Cal. 
Berkeley Square. From the stage 
years type of play. Lesifle Howard, 


} 
! 





These tabulations are compiled 
from information supplied by the 
various production companies and 
checked up as soon as possible after 
release. Listing is given when re- 
lease dates are definitely set. Titles 
are retained for six months. Man- 
agers who receive service subse- 
quent to that period should pre- 
serve a copy of the calendar for 
reference. 

The running time as given here 
is presumably that of the projection 
room showings and can only approx- 
imate the actual release length in 
those states or communities where 
local or state censorship may result 
in deletions. Running time in the 
reviews as given in ‘Variety’ carry 
the actual time clocked in the the- 
atre after passage by the New York 
state censorship, since pictures are 
reviewed only in actual theatre 
showings. 

While every effort is made to hold 
this list accurate, the information 
supplied may not always be correct, 
even though official. To obtain the 
fullest degree of exacting ‘Variety’ 
will appreciate the co-operation of 
all managers who may note discrep- 
ancies. 


NEW 3-COLOR SYSTEM 
CLAIMED IN S, AFR. 


By H. Hanson 
Capetown, Dec. 23. 

W. E. John, technical expert of 
Photo-Vision, Ltd., a Johannesburg 
company, has returned here from a 
business trip overseas regarding 
several inventions held by his con- 
cern. Claims the discovery of pro- 
ducing color films as cheap as black 
and white. 

Experiments are being made with 





a& camera and projector, whereby 
the picture passes horizontally 
through the lenses, instead of 


vertically, enabling a steadier move- 
ment. The lenses on these ma- 
chines will take photographs 
through colored filters in a moder- 
ately lighted studio. 

Photo-Vision, Ltd., is confident 
that when final adjustments are 
complete, its color process. will 
revolutionize the trade. Complete 
final tests should ensure horizontal 
film movement, composition of three 
full pictures, and extra large films, 
use of extra large moving lenses; 
control of aperture of moving 
lenses, and by moving aperture 
plates three-color pictures, sound 
at the gate, and non-rewind film 
movement. 


Beauty Back Home 
Lucille du Toit, South African 
winner in Paramount’s Beauty- 
Seeking Contest, is in England, and 
sailing for Seuth Africa. Says she 
will do a year’s stage work in 


Pretoria. Then she will take one 
of two contracts offered her in 
Hollywood. 


Secretive Sonin 

Carl J. Sonin, South African di- 
rector for M-G-M Films, returned 
to Johannesburg. Disclosed no in- 


formation before leaving. 





New Record? 

Local orchestra at Strand, Cape 
Colony, claims the world’s record 
for continuous playing of fourteen 
hours. 

Stated present 
hours. 

The pianist stuck to his instru- 
ment for the full period. 


No Films for a Year 


The Hague, Jan. 13. 

For the past year the small town 
of Venlo in the Roman Catholic 
South of Holland has been dark. 
Town Council objected against pro- 
jection ef films which had been cen- 
sored only by National Board of 
Censors and insisted on a second 
censorship by local commission. 
Dutch Bioscoopbond then boycotted 
Venlo and withheld reels from cine- 
mas there. 

Conflict not yet settled, but an in- 
dependent manager has hired a reel 
from a distributor who is not a 
member of the Bioscoopbond. This 
week, for the first time, people in 
Venlo were able to go to a cinema 
Reel was shown in a hall, 
ed for the purpose, as cinemas 
urisdiction of Bio scoopbond 


record is twelve 





again 


1Y 


were kept dark. 


ler j 


Crowds went to see the film 
| Probably th: is a move by the 
Council to force Bioscoopbond to 
mpiy witn local rules 
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87 mins. (roadshow time). Rel. Nov. 3. Rev. Sept. 19. 


Charile Chan's Greatest Case. Another adventure of the Chinese sleuth, 
Warner Oland, Heather Angel. Dir. Hamilton MacFadden. Rel. Sept. 16. 
Rev. Oct. 10. 

Devii’s in Love, The. Harry Hervey novel. Foreign legion yarn Victor 
Jory. Loretta Young, Vivienne Osborn. Dir. Wm. feterie. 70 mins. 
Rel. July 21. Rev. Aug. 1. 


Doctor Bull. From the novel, ‘The Last Adam. Will Rogers, Louise Dresser. 
Dir. John Ford. 76 mins. Rel. Sept. 22. Rev. Oct. 10. 

F. P. 1. (British made.) Futuristic plane landing field in mid-ocean. Conrad 
Veidt, Leslie Fenton, Jill Esmond. Dir. Karl Hart!l. 75 mins. Rel. 
July 28. Rev. Sept. 19. 

Good Companions, The. ‘British made.) From the Priestly novel of an Eng- 
lish concert troupe. Jessie Matthews. Dir. Victor Saville. Rel. Sept. 8. 
Rev. Oct. 17. 

Hoopla. Talker version of ‘The Barker, stage play made as a silent. Clara 
Bow, Preston Foster, Rich. Cromwell. Dir. Frank Lioyd. 85 mins. 
Rel. Nov. 30. Rev. Dec. 56. 

1 Am Suzanne. Novelty story with puppet sequences. Lillan Harvey, Gene 
Raymond, Piccoli Marionettes, Yale Puppeteers. Dir. R. V. Lee. Rel. 
Dec. 22. 

{| Was a Spy. (British) 
Marsrall, Madaleine Carroll, Conrad Veidt. 
Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 16. 

Jimmy and Sally. James Dunn, Claire Trevor. Dir. Jas. Tinling. Rel. Nov. 24. 
Rev. Dec. 19 

Last Trali, The. Zane Gray story. Geo. O’Brien, E! Brendel, Ci tre Trevor. 
Dir. James Tinling. 60 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 

Life in the Raw. Zane Grey story Cowboy saves girl's brother from bandit 


Herbert 


Based on the story by Marthe MacKenna. 
83 mins. 


Dir. Victor Saville. 


gang. Geo. O’Brien. Claire Trevor. Greta Nissen. Dir. Louls King. 
62 mins. Rel. July 7. Rev. Nov. 7. 

Mad Game, The. Spencer Tracy, Claire Trevor. Dir. Irving Cummings. 173 
mins. Rel. Oct. 27. Rev. Nov. 14. 


Mar Who Dared, The. Imaginative biography based on life of Anton Cer- 
mak. Preston Foster, Zita Johann. Dir. Hamilton McFadden. 177 mins. 
Rel. July 14. Rev. Sert. 12 

Mr. Skitch. From the story ‘Green Dice.’ 
Hudson, Harry Green, Eugene Pallette. 
Rev. Dec. 27. 


My Lipe Betray. 
ro 


Will Rogers, Zasu Pitts, Rochelle 
Dir. Jas. Cruze. Rel. Dec. 29. 


Lilian Harvey’s second U. S. release, but the first made. 
m the play by John Balderson. Lilian Harvey, John Boles, El Bren- 
70 mins. Rel. Nov. 10. Rev. Nov. 7 

Dir. David Butler. 174 


de!. Dir. John Blystone. 

My Weakness. Musical. Lilian Harvey, Lew Ayres. 
mins. Rel. Sept. 29. Rev. Sept. 26. 

Olsen’s Night Out. El Brendel’s first feature. Barbara Weeks, Walter Cat- 
lett. Dir. Mal. St. Clair. 70 mins. Rel. Nov. 17. Rev. Jan. 9 

Paddy the Next Best Thing. From the stage play. Janet Gaynor, Warner 
Baxter. Dir. Harry Lachman. 85 mins. Rel. Sept. 8. Rev. Aug. 22 

Pilgrimage. Mother love from a new angie. From the lL. A. R. Wiley story. 
Henrietta Crossman, Heather Angel, Norman Foster, Marian Nixon. 
Dir. John Ford. 95 mins. Rel. Aug. 18. Rev. July 18. 

Power and the Glory, The. Jesse Lasky’s ‘narratage’ story. A man’s career 
in flashbacks. Spencer Tracy, Colleen Moore. Dir. Wm. K. Howard. 
87 mins. Rel. Oct. 6. y 

Shanghal Madness. “Magazine story by F. H. Brennan. River 
Chinese stream. Spencer Tracy, Fay Wray. Dir. John 
mins. Rel. Aug. 4. Rev. Sept. 26. 

Smoky. From the novel by Will James. 
Ford. Dir. Eugene Forde. 66 mins. 

Walls of Gold. From Kathleen Norris’ novel. 
Dir. Kenneth MacKenna. Rel. Oct. 13 

Worst Woman In Paris, The. Lasky production for Fox. Title is explana- 
tory. Benita Hume, Adolphe Menjou. Helen Chandler. Dir. Monta Bell. 
75 mins. Rel. Oct. 20. Rev. Nov. 28. 


frates on @ 
lystone. 63 


Victor Jory. Irene Bentley, Francis 
Rel. Dec. 8. Rev. Jan. 9. 
Sally Ellers, Norman Foster. 


} : R.K.O. Bidg., 
Freuler Associates °° %, %:'/°. Bldg 


The conflict between the old generation and 


Marriage on Approval. Novel. 
A ny Barbara Kent, Donald 


the new in the realm of love and matrimony. 
Dillaway. Dir. Howard Higgin. Rel. Nov, 20. 
War of the Range. Tom Tyler western. Dir. J. P. McGowan. 
Sept. 22. Rev. Dec. 12. 
When a Man Rides Alone. (Monarch.) Tom Tyler does a modern Robin Hood 
with a gold mine. Dir. J. P. McGowan. 55 mins. Rev. Dec. 27, 


60 mins. Rel, 


one Office: 226 West 42nd St. 
Gaumont-British °" ne 
(BRITISH MADE) 
Channel Crossing. Drama. Matheson Lang, Constance Cummings. Dir. Mil- 
ton Rossmer. 68 mins. Rev. O@t. 31. 
Falling for You. Comedy drama. Jack Hulbert, Cicely Courtneidge. Dir. 
Sack Hulbert. 71 mins. Rev. Aug. 4 


it’s a Boy. Comedy drama. Edward Everett Horton, Leslie Henson Albert 
Drayton, Heather Thatcher. Dir. Tim Whelan. 66 mins. Rev. June 27. 
Orders 's Orders. Comedy of American making film in British army. James 
Gleason, Charlotte Greenwood. Dir. Walter Forde. 70 mins. Rev. Aug. 18. 


: * . Offices: RKO Bidg., Radio City, 
Majestic New York Clty 


tomantic drama of Cinderella type. 


(British made.) 
Monty Banks. Rel. 


Charming Deceiver, The. ! 
Frank Lawton. Dir. 


Constance Cummings and 
Dec. 8. 

Curtain at Eight. 
brey Smith, Dorothy Mackaill, Paul Cavanagh. 
72 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. 

Divorce Bed, The. Divorce racket e 
Dir. Hobart Henley. Rel. Jan. 1 

Morning After, The. A merry mix-up of international spy systems. Ben 
Lyon and Sally Eilers. Dir. Allan Dwan. Rel. Jan, 1. 

Sing, Sinner, Sing. Torch singer marries a millionaire. Pau] Lukas, Leila 
Hyams. Dir. Howard Christy. 74 mins. Rel. Aug. 1. 

Sin of Nora Moran, The. Woman ts framed to shield the higher-ups. Zita 
Johann. Alan Dinehart. Paul Cavanagh, John Miljan. Dir. Phil Gold- 
stone. tel. Dec. 12. Rev. Dec. 19. 

You Made Me Love You. (British made). 
a spitfire wife. Thelma Todd and Stanley Lupino. 
Rel. Nov. 24. 


Story of a murder mystery by Octavus Roy Cohen. C. Au- 
Dir. E. Mason Hopper. 


xposed. Edward Arnold, John Miljan. 


Farce comedy of the taming of 
Dir. Monty Banks. 


tudlos: Culver City, Offices: 1540 Broadway 
~emeatieaes Calif. Metro New York, N.Y, 


Story of the in-laws from Rose Franken’s stage hit. 


Another Language. 
= _ Edw. H., 


Helen Hayes, Robt. Montgomery, Louise Closser Hale. Dir. 
Griffith. 70 mins. Rel. July 28. Mev. Aug. 8. 

Beauty for Sale. Faith Baldwin’s ‘Beauty.’ Otto Kruger, Madge Evans, Una 
Merkel, Alice Brady. Dir. Rich. Boleslavsky. 85 mins. Rev. Sept. 19. 
Rel. Sept. 1. 

Bombshell. Jean Harlow as a harassed picture star with Lee Tracy her 

ublicity man. Franchot Tone, Frank Morgan, Ted Healy, Una Merkel. 
ir. Victor Fleming. 98 mins, Rel. Oct. 13. 

Broadway to Hollywood. Three generations in a stage family. Alice Brady, 
Frank Morgan, Madge Evans, Russell Hardie, Eddie Quillan. Dir. Wil- 
lard Mack. 83 mins. Rev. Sept. 5. Rel. Sept. 15. 

Cat and the Fiddle, The. From the successful musical play by Jerome Kern 
and Otto Harbach. Ramon Novarro, Jeanette MacDonald, Frank Mor- 
gan, Charles Butterworth, Jean Hersholt, Vivienne Segal. Dir. Wiil- 
liam K. Howard. Rel. Feb. 9. 


Chief The. Ed Wynn as a simpleton of the gay ’nineties. Dorothy Mackall, 
William (Stage) Boyd, Effie Elisler, C. Henry Gordon. Dir. Charles 
Riesner. 68 mins. Kel. Nov. 3. Rev. Dec. 5. 


Dancing Lady. James Warner Bellah’s Saturday Evening Post story. Joan 
Crawford, Clark Gable, Franchot Tone, Fred Astaire, Winnie Lightner, 
Ted Healy. Dir. Robt. Z. Leonard. 90 mins. Rel. Nov. 24. Rev. Dec. 6. 

Day of Reckoning. Based on Morris Lavine’s story, ‘Hall of Justice.’ Rich- 
ard Dix, Madge Evans, Una Merke!, Conway Tearle. Dir. Charles Bra- 
bin. 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 27. Rev. Nov. 7%. 

Dinner at Elght. From the stage play. All 
Dressler and John Barrymore. Dir. Geo. Cukor. 
mins. Rel. Jan. 1 Rev. Aug. 29. 

Eskimo. Love and hate in the icelands. Native cast. Dir. W. 8. Van Dyke. 
Roadshow length, 120 mins. Rel, Jan. 13. Key. Nov. 21. 


star cast headed by Marie 
Roadshow iength 110 


to 





Fugitive Lovers. Robert Montgomery and Madge Evans as the lovers In a 
tory most of whose action takes place on a transcontinental bus Nat 
C. Henry Gordon, Ruth Selwyn Dir. H. Bo avskyv. 84 

ras 4 Rev. Jar 16 
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HAT WAY 


HAT a picture!...It’s the snappiest 
screen show that’s come out of 





Hollywood in months...A down- 
to-earth story with up-in-the-sky 
embellishments! ... Girls and gags and 
whirligigs—all a colorful part of the 
human drama of the romance between 
a wise-cracking insurance salesman and 
his night-club-dancer sweetheart —with 
EVERYTHING added to make it bang- 


up BOX-OFFICE ENTERTAINMENT. 








Starring 


GLORIA STUART 
ROGER PRYOR 


(of “Moonlight and Pretzels” fame), with 


MARIAN MARSH 


Shirley Grey, Onslow Stevens, Lucille Gleason, 
Mickey Rooney, Eddie Gribbon, Merna Kennedy, 
Mae Busch. Story by Harry Sauber. Screenplay 
by Chandler Sprague and Joseph Santley. 
Dances staged by Max Scheck. Songs by Conrad, 
Mitchell and Gottler. Directed by Harry Lachman, 


A Stanley Bergerman Production 


Sans 


— Another success from 


UNIVERSAL 
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CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 


(Continued from page 25) 
Going Hollywood. Marion Davies 
Marion Davies, Bing Crosby. 

Rev. Dec. 26, 


Her Sweetheart Christopher Bean. 
Sidney Howard. Marie Dressler, Lionel Barrymore, 
Sam Wood. 90 mins. Rel. Nov. 17. Rev. Nov. 28. 

kK Happened One Day. Based on the novel by Marjorie Bartholomew Paradis. 
Lionel Barrymore, Fay Bainter, Mae Clarke, Mary Carlisle. Dir. W. K. 
Howard. Rel. Feb. 2. 

Laughing Boy. Ramon Novarro in the title role. 
winning novel by Oliver La Farge. Lupe Velez. 
Rel. Feb. 9. (Tent.) 

Meet the Baron. Jack Pear! brings his radio characterization to the screen 
Jimmy Durante, Zasu Pitts, Edna May Oliver, Ted Healy and his 
stooges. Dir. Walter Lang. 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 20. Rev. Oct. 31. 


Men in White. Picturization of the successful Broadway stage play of hos- 
pital life. Clark Gable, Myrna Loy, Jean Hersholt. Dir. R. Boleslavsky 
Rel. Feb, 16. 

Mystery of the Dead Police. 
Donald. Robert Montgomery, Elizabeth Allan, Lewis Stone. 
Selwyn. Rel. March 2. 

Night Flight. Air story of a South American flight from the novel by 
Saint-Exupery. John Barrymore, Helen Hayes, Clark Gable, Lione! 
Barrymore, Robt. sonteemery, ‘nahn Loy. Dir. David O. Selznick. 89 
mins’ Rel. Oct. 6. Rev. Oct. 

Old Hannibal. May Robson as a te Street manipulator. 
Parker. Dir. C. Riesner. Rel. Jan, 26. 


Penthouse. Arthur Somers Roche Cosmopolitan serial. Warner Baxter, 
Loy. Mae Clark. Dir. W. S. Van Dyke. Kel. Sept. 8 Rev. Sept. 





chases a radio crooner to the studio. 
Dir. Raoul Walsh. 75 mins. Rel. Dec. 22. 


The Broadway play by Rene Fauchois and 
Helen Mack. Dir. 


Based on the Pulitzer Prize 
Dir. W. S. Van Dyke. 


Based on the Crime Club novel by Philip Mac- 
Dir, Edgar 


Lewis Stone, Jean 


Prizefighter and the Lady. Max Baer, heavyweight contender, and Myrna 
Loy in the title roies. Primo Carnera, Jack Dempsey, Walter Huston. 
Dir. W. S. Van Dyke. 90 mins. Rel. Nov. 10. Rev. Nov. 14. 

Queen Christina. Greta Garbo as the seventeenth century queen who was 
brought up as a boy. Lewis Stone, Ian Keith, Elizabeth Young. Dir. 
Rouben Mamoulian. 90 mins. Not yet released. Rev. Jan. 2. 

Should Ladies Behave. From the stage play, ‘The Vinegar Tree.’ Lionel 
Barrymore, Alice Brady. Dir. Harry Beaumont. 89 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. 
Rev. Dec. 19. 

Solitaire Man. Crook story with plenty of punch. Herbert Marshall, May 
Robson, Elizabeth Allan, Ralph Forbes. Dir. Jack Conway. 62 mins. 
Rel. Sept. 22. Rev. Sept. 26. 

Sons of the Desert (Hal Roach). Laurel and Hardy attend a fraternal con- 
vention. Dir. Wm, A. Seiter. 65 mins. Rel. Dec. 29. Rev. Jan. 9 

Stage Mother. From Bradford Ropes’ novel of stage life. Alice Brady, 
Maureen O'Sullivan, Franchot Tone, Phillips Holmes. Dir. Chas. ; 
Brabin. 85 mins. Rel. Sept. 29. Rev. Oct. 3. 

Stranger’s Return, The. Phil Stong’s story of the middle western farm life. 

tone! Barrymore, Miriam Hopkins, Stuart Erwin, Franchot Tone. Dir. 
King Vidor. 88 mins. Rel. July 21. Rev. Aug. 1. 

Storm at Daybreak. Triangular story in a Serbian setting. Kay Francis, 
Nils Asther, Walter Huston, Phillips Holmes. Dir. Richard Boleslavsky. 
78 mins. Rel. July 14. Rev. July 25 

Tugboat Annie. From the Saturday Eve. Post series. Marie Dressler, Wal- 
lace Beery. Dir. Mervyn LeRoy. 88 mins. Rel. Aug. 4. Rev. Aug. 15. 


Turn Back the Clock. Story of a man who relives his past. Lee Tracy, Mae 


Clerk, Peggy Shannon. Dir. Edgar Selwyn. 80 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 
Rev. Aug. 29. 
Viva Villa. Wallace Beery as the famous Mexican bandit chief. Fay Wray, 


Stuart Erwin. Dir. Jack Conway. Rel. Feb. 23. 

When Ladies Meet. Based on Rachel Crothers’ Broadway success. Ann 
Harding, Robert Montgomery, Frank Morgan. Dir. Harry Beaumont. 
Rel. June 33. Rev. June 27. 


Office: R. K. O. Building, 
Monogram Rockefeller Center, N.Y.C. 


Avenger. The. Vengeance in prisor Ralph Forbes, Adrienne Ames. Dir. Ed. 
Marin. 72 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. Rev. Oct. 10. 

Beggars in Ermine. Lionel Atwell, Betty Furness. Dir. Phil Rosen. 

Black Beauty. Horse story. Alex Kirkland, Esther Ralston. Dir. Phil 
Rosen. 70 mins. Rel. Aug. 10. Rev. Aug. 29. 

Broken Dreams. From Olga Printzlau’s story, ‘Two Little Arms.’ Martha 
Sleeper, Randolph Scott, Buster Pheips, Beryl Mercer. Dir. Robert Vig- 
nola. 68 mins. Rel. Noy. 15. Rev. Nov. 28. 

Devil’s Mate, The. Convicted murderer who dies in the electric chair ahead 
of the shock. Pepey Shannon, Preston Foster. Dir. Phil Rosen. 
mins Rel. Aug. 1 Rev. Sept. 26 

Fighting Texan. Oil country story. Rex Bell, Luana Walters. Dir. Armand 
Schaefer. 55 mins. Rel. Aug. 6. Rev. Aug. 1. 

Fugitive, The. A $500,000 mail robbery. Western. Rex a Cecilia Parker. 
Dir. Harry Fraser. 54 mins. Rel. Aug. 10. Rev. Sept. 26. 

Gallant Fool, The. One ing. circus in the cattle maint Bob Steele, Ar- 
letta Duncan. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. 56 mins. Rel. July 29. 

Galloping Romeo. Western story. Bob Steele. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. 64 mins. 
Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Oct. 31. 

He Couldn't Take It. Story by Dore Scharg. 
racket. Ray Walker, Virginia Cherrill, George E. Stone, Dorothy 
Granger, Paul Porcasi. Dir. William Nigh. Rev. Dec. 11. 

Mystery Liner. Noah Beery, Astrid Alwyn. Dir. William Nigh. 

Rel. Dec. 19. Rev. Nov. 28. 

Phantom Broadcast, The. Radio crooner who sings by proxy. Ralph Forbes, 
Vivienne Osborne. Dir. Phil Rosen. 72 mins. Rel. July 8 Rev. Aug. 1. 

Rainbow Ranch. Adventures of the welterweight champ of the Pacific fleet. 
Rex Beil, Cecelia Parker. Dir. Harry Fraser. 69 mins, Rel. Aug. 2 

Rangers Code. Texas cattle ranger story. Bobe Steele. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. 
65 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Sept. 26. 

Return of Casey Jones, The. Railroad story. Chas. Starrett, Ruth Hall. Dir. 

. P. McCarthy. 67 nins. Rel. July 25. 

Riders ‘ot Destiny. Western scrap about water rights, with some big flood 
stuff. John Wayne. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. 58 mins. Rel. Oct. 10. Rev. 
Dec. 12. 

Sagebrush Trail, The. Lone Star western. John Wayne, Nancy Shubert. 
Dir. Armand Schaefer. 53 mins. Rel. Dec, 15. Rev. Jan. 9. 

Sensation Hunters. Society high life. Arline Judge, Preston Foster. Dtr. 
Chas. Vidor. 75 mins. Rel. Sept. 20. Rev. Jan. 

Sixteen Fathoms Deep. Sponge diver’s romance. Sally O'Neill, Creighton 

Chaney, Russell Simpson, Maurice Black. Dir. Armand Schaefer. Rel. 
i. 17. 

Skyway. Aviation pilot’s ship-to-shore line. Ray Walker, 
ford. Dir. Lew Collins. 67 mins. Rel. Aug. 22 
Sweetheart of Sigma Chi. College musical. Mary Carlisle, Buster Crabbe. 

Dir. Ed. Marin. 80 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Nov. 14. 

Trailing North. Texas ranger gets far from home, ut a his man. Bob 
Steele, Doris Hill. Dir. J. P. McCarthy. 55 mins. Rev. June 6. 

West of the Divide. Lone Star western. John Wayne, Virginia Brown Faire. 
Dir. R. N. Bradbury. 

Woman's Man. Hollywood inside story. John Halliday, Wallace Ford, Mar- 
guerite de la Motte. Dir. Edward Luddy. 


Studio: 6048 Sunset Bivd., 
Hollywood, Cal. 


Inside story of process serving 


Kathryn Craw- 


Offices: 1501 Broadway 
Hollywood, Calif. Paramount New York, N.Y. 


Alice in Wonderland. The Carroll story visualized. Charlotte Henry and most 
of the Par. stars. Dir. Norman McLeod. 76 mins. Rel. Dec. 22. Rev. 
Dec. 27. 

Aft of Me. From the stage play, hs Fredric March, Miriam Hopkins, 
Geo. Raft. Dir. Jas. Flood. Rel. Jan. 26. 

Big Executive. Story of big business from Alice Duer Miller’s story. Ricardo 
Cortez, Rich. Bennett, Elizabeth Young, Sharon Lynn. Dir. Ear! C. 
Kenton. 70 mins. Rel. Aug. 18. Rev. Oct. 

Gradie Song. Dorothea Wieck’s first Hollywood ~roduction,_ Mother love. of 
nun for a foundling in a Spanish convent. Evalyn V enable, Sir Guy 
Standing, Louise Dresser. Dir. Mitchell Leisen. 78 mins. Rel. Nov. 10. 
Rev. Nov. 21 

Design for Living. Adapted from Noel Coward s 1 
Cooper, Miriam Hopkins, Ed. E. Horton. Dir. Ernst Lubitsch. 
Release not set. Rev. Nov. 28. 

Disgraced. Story of betrayed love. Bruce Cabot. Dir. 
Earle C. Kenton. 6740. Rel. 


Studios: 5851 Marathon St., 


play. Fredric March, Gary 
90 mins 


Helen Twelvetrees, 
July 7. Rev. July 


Torres, Margaret Du- 


Duck Soup. Marx Brothers’ nonsensicality. Raquel 14 { re 
mont. Dir. Leo McCarey. 69 mins. tel. Nov. 27. Rev. Nov. 28. 

Eight Girls in a Boat. Love in a girl’s school. Douglas pomtnomery Kay 
Johnson. Dir. Rich. Wallace. 85 mins. Rel. Jan. 5. Rev. Jan. 16. 

Four Frightened People. Mixed quartet in the jungle. C! audette Colbert, He r- | 
bert Marshall, Mary Boland, Wm. Gargan. Dir. Cecil dé Mi Rel 


Jan. 16. 


Girl Without a Room. Americans in Paris. Chas. Farrell, Chas. Ruggles, 
Marguerite Churchill, Gregory Ratoff, Walter Wolff. Dir. Ralph Murphy 
72 mins. Rel. Dec. 8 Rev. Dec. 12. 

Golden Harvest. Story of the middlewestern farms and Chicago wheat pit 
Rich. Arlen, Chester Morris, Genevieve Tobin. Dir. Ralph Murphy. 71 
mins Rel. Oct. 22. Rey. Nov. 7. 

Hell and High Water. Waterfront story with a U. S. Navy backgrounding 
Rich. Arlen, Judith Allen, Chas. Grapewin, Sir Guy Standing. Dir 
Grover Jones and Wm, Slavens McNutt. Rel. Oct. 27. Rev. Dec. 19 

Her Bodyguard. A musical comedy star and her hired sleuth. Wynne Gib- 
son, Edmund Lowe, Johnny Hines. Marjorie White. Dir. Wm. Beaudine 
Rel. July 21. Rev. Aug. 8. 

His Double Life. (Dowling.) Light comedy. Lillian Gish, Roland Young 
Dir. Arthur Hopkins, 63 mins. Rel. Jan. 12. Rev. Dec. 19. 

I'm No Angel. Mae West original. Mae West in tights as a lion tamer. 
Cary Grant, Edw. Arnold, Ralf Harolde. Dir. Wesley Ruggles. 87 mins 
Rel. Oct. 13. Rev. Oct. 17. 

Last Roundup, The. Western with a Zane Grey title and a new story. Ran- 
dolph Scott, Monte Blue, Barbara Adams, Fred Kohler. Dir. Henry 
Hathaway. Rel. Jan. 26. 

Mama Loves Papa. Trials of a henpecked. Chas. Ruggles, Mary Boland, 
Lilyan Tashman, Walter Catlett. Dir. Norman McLeod. Rel. July 14. 
Rev. July 25. 

Man of the Forest. Western. Harry Carey, Randolph Scott, Verna dilillie 
Dir. Henry Hathaway. Rel. July 14. Rev. Oct. 31. 

Midnight Club, The. London jewel thieves. Geo. Raft, Clive Brook, Guy 
Standing, Alison ; iene Dir. Geo. Somnes and Alex Hall. Rel 
July 78 Rev. Aug. 

Miss Fane's Baby Is oa he play. 
Dir. Alex. Hall. Rel. Jan. 12. 


Dorothea Wieck, Alice Brady. 


One Sunday Afternoon, From ad Stage play. Loves in a small town. Gary 
Cooper, Fay Wray, Niel Hamilton, Frances Fuller. Dir. Louis D 
Lighton. 68 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Sept. 5 


Sitting Pretty. Backstage story smartened up. Jack Oakie, Jack Haley, 
Ginger Rogers, Thelma Todd, Gregory Ratoff. Dir. Harry Joe Brown. 
80 mins. Rel. Nov. 24. Rev. Dec. 5. 

Song of Songs. From Suderman’s story and Sheldon’s play. Marlene Die- 
trich, Brian Aherne, Lionel Atwill. Dir. Rouben Mamoulian. 70 mins. 
Rev. July 25. 

Take a Chance. Roland & Brice production of the stage musical. Jas. Dunn, 
Cliff Edwards, June Knight, Lillian Roth, Dir. Lawrence Schwab. 80 
mins. Rel. Oct. 27. Rev. Nov. 28. 

This Day and Age. Revolt of the children against politics and gangsters. 
Chas. Bickford. Judith Allen. Dir. Cecil de Mille. 82 mins. Rel. Aug. 
25. Rev. Aug. 29. 

Three Cornered Moon. From the stage play. Domestic probiems of a mildly 
insane family. Claudette Colbert, Rich. Arlen, Mary Boland. Dir. El- 
liott Nugent. 70 mins. Rel. Aug. 4. Rev. Aug. 15. 

Thundering Herd, The. Upper class western with the usual ingredients. 
Randolph Scott, Judith Allen, Buster Crabbe, Noah Beery, Ray Hatton. 
Dir. Henry Hathaway. 57 mins. Rel. Nov. 24. 

Tillie and Gus. Keeper of a Chinese resort and her brother, an Alaskan bad 
man come back home to claim their inheritance, a battered ferry boat. 
W. C. Fields and Allison Skipworth handle the comedy with plenty of 
opportunity. Dir. Francis Martin. 57 mins. Rel. Oct. 13. Rev. Nov. 14. 

Too Much Harmony. Usua) backstage story. Bing Crosby, Jack Oakie, Skeets 
Galiagher, Harry Green, Ned Sparks, Judith Allen. Dir. Eddie Suther- 
land. 70 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Sept. 26. 

Torch Singer, The. Unwed mother doubles as a cabaret hotcha and a radio 
mother talker. Claudette Colbert, Ricardo Cortez, David Manners, Lyda 
Roberti. Dir. Alex Hall and Geo. Sommers. 70 mins. Rel. Sept. 8 Rev. 
Oct. 10. 

Way to Love, The. Chevalier, incognito, finds romance with a French Car- 
nival troupe. Ann Dvorak, Ed. Everett Horton, Minna Gombell. Dir. 
Norman Taurog. 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 20. Rev. Nov. 14 

White Woman. Tropical story with a brutal + hite ‘k ng’ of an island colony. 
Chas. Laughton, Carole Lombard, Chas. Bickford. Dir. Stuart Walker. 
66 mins. Rel. Nov. 3. Rev. Nov. 21. 


° Office: 1270 Sixth Ave. 
Principal New York, N. ¥. 


(Principal.) Kazan, the dog, in a melodrama of the North- 


Jaws of Justice. 
64 mins. 


west Mounted Police, with Richard Terry and Ruth Sullivan. 
Rel. Dec. 15. 


Tarzan the Fearless. 
chapters. Buster 
feature. Rel. July 19. 


Thunder Over Mexico. (Principal). 
which there has been so much controversy. 


Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Sept. 26. 
Studios: Hollywood, Office: R.K.O. Bidg., 


Calif. R.K.O. Radio Radio City, N.Y.C 


Ace of Aces. A pacifist goes to war and becomes a great aviator with a lust 
for killing. Richard Dix, Elizabeth Allan, Ralph Bellamy. 78 mins. Dir. 
J. Walter Ruben. Rel. Oct. 20. Rev. Nov. 14. 

After Tonight. A beautiful Russian spy falls in love with an Austrian spy 
but they place duty to their countries above love. Constance Bennett, 
naga Roland. Dir. George Archainbaud, 72 mins. Rel. Nov. 10. Rev. 
Yov. 7. 

Aggie inpeieby, Maker of Men. A woman reforms two of the men in her 
life, making a gentleman of the rowdy and a rowdy of the gentleman 
Wynne Gibson, Charles Farrell, William Gargan, Zasu Pitts. Dir. Mark 
Sandrich. 73 mins, Rel. Nov. 3. Rev. Oct. 

Ann Vickers. From the Sinclair Lewis novel. Irene Dunn, Walter Huston, 
Conrad Nagel. Dir. John Cromwell. 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 13. Rev. Oct. 3. 

Bed of Roses. A girl of the streets reforms because of her love for a 
Mississippi boat man. Constance Bennett, Joel McCrea, Pert Kelton, 
John Halliday. Dir. Gregory LaCava. 67 mins. Rel. July 14. Rev. 
July 4. 

Before Dawn. 
win, Dorothy Wilson, Warner Oland. Dir. Irving Pichel. 
Aug. 4. Rev. Oct. 24. 

Blind Adventure. Adventures in London during one foggy night. Robert 
Armstrong, Helen Mack, Roland Young, Ralph Bellamy. Dir. Ernest B. 
Schoedsack. 63 mins. Released Aug. 18. Rev. Nov. 7 

Chance at Heaven. The rich city girl who dazzles the country boy and mar- 
ries him only to send him back to his small town sweetheart. Joel 
McCrea, Ginger Rogers, Marion Nixon. Dir. William Seiter. 72 mins. 
Released Oct. 27. Rev. Dec. 27. 

Deluge, The. Odd story of the world after a second deluge. Peggy Shannon, 
Lois Wilson, Sidney Blackmer, Matt Moore. Dir. Felix E. Feist. Rel. 
Sept. 15. Rev. Oct. 10. 

Double Harness. A girl who got ber man. Ann Harding, Willlam Powell. 
Dir. John Cromwell. 70 mins. Rev. July 25. 

Flaming Gold. Adventures in the oi! fields of Tampico. Bill Boyd, Mae Clark 
Pat O’Brien. Directed by Ralph Ince. 53 mins. Released Sept. 29. 

Flying Devils. Triangle in a flying circus. Arline Judge, Bruce Cabot. Dir 
Russell Birdwell. 60 mins. Kel. Aug. 14. Rev. Aug. 29. 

Flying Down to Rio. Musical extravaganza which takes place in the air above 
Rio de Janeiro. Dolores Del Rio, Gene Raymond, Ginger Rogers, Fred 
Astaire, Raoul Roulien. Dir. Thornton Freeland. 89 mins. Rel. Dec. 
29. Rev. Dec. 27. 

Headline Shooter. Adventures of a newsreel cameraman. 
Frances Dee, Ralph Bellamy, Jack La Rue. Dir. Otto Brower. 
Rel. July 28. Rev. Oct. 24. 

Goodbye Love. A butler and his master both become involved with gold 


Feature and eight subsequent two-part 


(Principal.) 
60 mins. for 


Crabbe, Jacqueline Wells. Dir. Robt. Hill, 
Rev. Aug. 15. 


Eisenstein’s Mexican made picture over 
All native cast. 60 mins. 


Taken from Edgar Wallace's last mystery novel. Stuart Er- 
61 mins. Rel. 


William Gargan, 
61 mins. 


diggers. Charlie Ruggles, Verree Teasdale, Mayo Methot, Sidney Black- 
mer, Phyllis Barry. Dir. by H. Lruce Humberstone. 66 mins. Rel 
Nov. 10. 


1 


iow. Bert Wheeler, Robert Woolsey, Ruth 


Hips, Hips, Hooray. Musica) gir! s! 
Meeker, Phyllis Barry. Dir 


Etting, Dorothy Lee, Thelma Todd, George 
Mark Sandrich. Rel. Jan. 19. 

if | Were Free. A modern romance of two people, disappointed In marriage, 
who meet and try to find happiness together in their way. Irene Dunne, 
Clive Brook, Nils Asther, Henry Stephenson. Dir. Elliott Nugent. 66 
mins. Rel. Dec. 1 tev. Jan. 9. 

Little Women. Talker version of the Louisa Alcott story. Katherine Hep- 
burn, Joan Bennett, Paul Lukas, Frances Dee, Jean Parker, Edna Mae 


Oliver. Dir. Geo. Cukor. 117 mns. Rel. Nov. 24. Rev. Nov. 21. 
Lost Patrol, The. A detachment of British soldiers lost on the Mesopotamian 


desert are attacked by unseen Arabs with dramatic results. Boris Kar- 
loft, Victor McLaglen, Wallace Ford, Reginald Denny, Alan Hale. Dir. 
John Ford tel. Jan. 12. 

Man of Two Worlds. An Eskimo, his illusions shattered by a glimpse of Lon- 
don civilization, returns to his own people and is brought back to reality 
by his infant son. Francis Lederer, Elissa Landi, Henry Stephenson, 
Walter Byron, Steffi Duna, J. Farrell pean, Sarah Padden. Dir 
J. Walter Ruben. 92 mins. Rel. Jan. 26. Rev. Jan. 16. 

Midshipman Jack. Annapolis story. Bruce Cabot, Frank Albertson, Arthur 
Lake, Betty Furness. Dir. Christy Cabanne. 70 mins. Rel. Sept. 29 
Rev. Nov. 21. 

Morning Glory. Backstage story of a country girl's rise and fall. Katherine 





Hepburn, Doug. Fairbanks, Jr., Adolphe Menjou, Mary Duncan. Dir. 
Lowell Sherman. 70 mins. Rel. Aug. 18 tev. Aug. 22 
(Continued on page 29) 





Behind the Keys 


(Continued from page 17) 





Danville, Ill. Thomas C, Pierce, son 

lof the original manager and owner 
of the Peerless returns as local 
manager from Great States in 
Peoria, 


Kansas City. 
A company to operate the Royal, 
Kansas City, Publix house which 
reopened after a long spell of dark- 
ness, has been formed under the 
name of Royal Theatre Co, 


Bronx, N. Y. 
Henry Siegel, former operator of 
the Ogden theatre here, has leased 
the Boston Road theatre from Leo 
Brecher. 
Parkway theatre again dark. 


Fort Wayne. 
Harvey Cocks, former Paramount 
manager now has house in Findley, 
Ohio. 


Pittsburgh. 

Bill Decker, manager of Harris- 
Donora for Warners, named city 
manager of two WB houses in John- 
ston, Pa. He succeeds Eddie Moore, 
recently appointed Main Line dis- 
trict manager. Following Decker ia 
Donora house is Irwin Weiss. 

Another change in local house 
staffs makes Bob Newkirk, Penn 
treasurer, following Charlie Le- 
Moyne, resigned. 





Pittsburgh. 

Fred Saar, of WB Philadelphia 
zone, transferred to Pittsburgh ter- 
ritory where he takes over man- 
agement of Columbia, Erie, Pa. 

Harry Frazee, Jr., manager of 
WB's Cameraphone, nabe house in 
East Liberty, resigned. No suc- 
cessor named yet. 


Tacoma, 

Evergree.. Theatres will open 
theatre at Damsite, new mushroom 
town near Big Coulee damsite east 
of here in February or March. C. R. 
Perryman, who manages the Gem, 
ree is flirting with the same 
idea. 





Los Angeles. 
Managers of the United Artists 
theatres in California now being 
operated by Fox-West Coast, under 
recent Federal Court permission to 
create the merger of houses in the 
two circuits, are Bruce Fowler at 
the Four Star in Los Angeles; Dave 
Fred at UA, in Inglewood; Harry M. 
Sugarman, Egyptian, Hollywood; 
James Schiller, UA, Whittier blvd; 
Terry McDaniel, UA, Pasadena; 
Wayne Dillard, UA, Long Beach; 
Herb Norris, UA, El Centro, and 
Clarence Laws, UA at Berkeley. 
F'-WC Campus at Berkeley which 
closed Dec. 9 was reopened Jan. 1, 
with Dave Richards as manager. 


Des Moines. 

Sale of all assets of bankrupt 
Publix Nebraska, Inc., to A. H, 
Blank, head of Tri-States Theatres 
Co. here was for $14,000. Sale in- 
cludes fixtures of World and State, 
Omaha, with leases with World 
Realty Co. also repudiated. A new 
rental agreement now gives Ralph 
D. Goldberg, largest stockholder of 
World Realty Co, and now Blank’s 
city manager in Omaha, full op- 
eration, 

Also included in the sale was the 
Capitol, Grand Island, Nebr., and a 
part interest in the Bonham at 
Fairbury. 

Creditors of A. H. Blank Theatre 
Co. of Nebr., operating the Para- 
mount, Omaha, have voted to ace 
cept settlement of twenty cents on 
the dollar. Claims total $1,038,000. 

Tristaco has closed the Columbia 
at Davenport, Iowa. Wm. Holds- 
berg, manager, becomes assistant to 
Hl. D. Grove, tri-city manager. 





Minneapolis. 

Theatre closings during recent 
weeks blamed by Film Board on the 
impassibility of roads due to snow, 
ice and frequent sleet storms. Four- 
teen such closings include houses 
at Ivanhoe, Minn.; North Branch, 
Minn.; Drake, N. D.; Edmore, N. 
D.; Langdon, N. D.; Leith, N. D.; 
Milton, N, D.; Milnor, N. D.; Turtle 
Lake, N. D.; Underwood, 'N, D.; 

Washburn, N. D.; Westhope, N. D.: 
Emery, S. D.; Bowdle, S. D., and 
tevillo, S. D 





Yonkers, N. Y. 
Aristotle Pharasles has returned 
as supervisor of the Park Hill, 
Cameo and Broadway, nabes here. 
He was recently shifted to Stod- 
dard, N. Y. Wouses controlled by 
Springer-Cocalis chain. 





Minneapolis. 
‘oy Slentz from Fort Worth, 
Texas, has succeeded Dave M: Kay, 
resigned, as assistant manager of 
the State, Publix loop house here, 





Charlotte, N. Cc. 





The new Avon theatre j nearing 
completion at Lenoir. Will seat 800 
and has stage. J. G. Ballew owner. 

State selected as name for new 
picture house at Asheville, cS. me 
and W. Theatres, Inc., have leased 
theatre for five years. Charles R. 
Glenn to be manager. 

Paramount, High Point, reopened 


afte a complete renovation, 
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CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 


(Continued from page 27) 
Satire 6a advertising agencies 





No Marriage Tles. From an unproduced play 


Richard Dix. Elizabeth Allen. Dir. J. Waiter Ruben. 75 mins. Hel. Aug | 
11. Rev. Aug. 8. 

One Man’s Journey. Country doctor achieves fame. Lione) Barrymore, May 
Robson. Joel McCrea. Dir. John Robertson. 72 mins. Rel. Sept. 8 
Rev. Sept. 5. 

Rafter Romance. A story of Greenwich Village. Ginger Rogers, Norman 
Foster. Geo. Sidney. Laura Hope Crews. Robt. Benchley. Dir. Wm 
Seiter. 75 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Jan. 16. 


Right to Romance, The. A famous Woman beauty specialist decides to go on 
a spree and becomes involved in a series of exciting adventures. Ann 
Harding, Nils Asther, Sari Maritza, Irving Pichel. Dir. Alfred Santell 
67 mins. Rel. Nov. 17. Rev. Dec. 19. 

Tomorrow at Seven. Nove! murder mystery. 
borne, Frank McHugh. Dir. Ray Enright. 
July 4. 

Son of Kong. Further adventures of Carl Denham, the director who brought 
King Kong to civilization, this time with the Son of Kong. Robert Arm- 

Directed by Ernest 


Vivienne Os- 
June 2. Rev 


Chester Morris, 
62 mins. Rel] 


strong, Helen Mack, Frank Reicher, John Marston. 
B. Schoedsack. 69 mins. Rel. Dec, 22. Rev. Jan. 2. 
Wild Birds. An orphan girl and a young boy who escaped from a reformatory 
fall in love and try to escape the inhuman farmer who keeps them 
enslaved on his farm. Jean Parker, Zasu Pitts, Tom Brown, Arthur 
Byron, Nydia Westman, Beulah Bondi, Williard Robertson, Emerson 

34. 


Treacy. Dir. Elliott Nugent. Rel. Jan. 5, 19 
Offices: 729 Seventh Ave., 


United Artists i va oe 


Romance and adventures of reporter who edits the 


Advice to the Lovelorn. 
Alfred 


agony column and eventually exposes the drug racket. Dir. 
Werker. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 19. 

Bitter Sweet. (British made). Noel Coward’s operetta. Romance of wealthy 
English beauty who elopes to Vienna with her music teacher. Anna 
Neagle, Fernand Graavey. Dir. Herbert Wilcox. 93 mins. Rel. Sept. 


22. Rev. Aug 29. 

Blood Money. The bail bond racket with a love angle. Geo. Bancroft, Frances 
Dee. Dir. Rowland Brown. 66 mins. Rel. Nov. 17. Rev. Nov. 21. 
Bowery, The. Story of the rivalry between Chuck Connors and Steve Brodie, 
famous Brooklyn Bridge jumper. Wallace Beery, George Raft, Jackie 

Cooper, Fay Wray. Dir. Raoul Walsh. Rel. Sept. 29. Rev. Oct. 10. 

Broadway Through a Keyhole. Walter Winchell’s story of Broadway. Con- 
stance Cummings, Russ Columbo. Paul Kelly. Dir. Lowel) Sherman. 
90 mins. Rel. Oct. 13. Rev. Nov. 7. 

Emperor Jones. Eugene O'Neill's famous drama of a Pullman porter who 
becomes ruler of a West Indian island. Paul Robeson, Dudley Digges. 
Dir. Dudley Murphy. 80 mins. Rel. Sept. 8 Rev. Sept. 26. 

Gallant Lady. An unwed mother who pays the price of silence in order to be 
near her child. Dir. Gregory La Cava. Ann Harding, Clive Brook, 
Otto Kruger, Tullio Carminati, 82 mins. Rel. Jan. 5. 

Henry Vill (British made). Henry and his six wives. Chas. Laughton. 
Alex. Korda. 93 mins. Rel. Oct. 16. Rev. Oct. 17. 

Masquerader, The. Based on John Hunter Booth’s adaptation ot Katherine 
Cecil Tharston’s novel. Cousins of identical appearance change places. 
with intriguing political and romantic results. Ronald Colman, Elissi 
Landi. Dir Richard Wallace. 75 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Sept. 5 

Moulin Rouge. A talented wife proves her ability by a clever impersonation 
ruse. Dir. Sidney Lanfield. Constance Bennett, Franchot Tone, Tullio 
Carminati. 70 mins. Rel. Jan. 19. 

Palooka. The son of a prizefighter follows in his father’s footsteps. Dir. Ben- 
jamin Stoloff. Jimmie Durante, Stuart Erwin, Lupe Velez. Rel. Jan. 26. 

Roman Scandals. A town simpleton transported in a dream back to the 


Dir 


grandeur that was Rome. Dir. Frank Tuttle. Eddie Cantor, Ruth 
Etting, Gloria Stuart. 91 mins. Rel. Dec, 29. 

Samarang. Love amid the pear) divers in Malaysia. Native cast. Dir. Ward 
Wing. 60 mins. Rel. June 23. Rev. July 4 

Studio: Universal City, . Offices: 730 Fifth Ave. 

Calif. Universal New York, N. V 

aus. Musical. John Boles, Gloria Stuart. Dir. V. Schertzinger. Rel. 
an. 29. 

Bombay Mail. Edmund Lowe Production. Dir. Ed. Marin. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. 
Jan. 9. 


By Candlelight. Sophisticated comedy-drama, Paul Lukas, Elissa Landi, Nils 


Asther, Esther Ralston. Dir. James Whale. 70 mins. Rel. Dec. 18. Rev. 
Jan. 9. 

Counsellor at Law. Drama. John Barrymore, Bebe Daniels. Dir. Wm 
Wyler. Rel. Dec. 25. Rev. Dec. 12. 


Cross County Cruise. Comedy-drama. Lew Ayres, June Knight, Alice White. 


Dir. Eddie Buzzell. Rel. Jan. 15. 


Don’t Bet on Love. Comedy-drama. Dir. Mur- 


Lew Ayres, Ginger Rogers. 


ray Roth. 62 mins. Rel. July 13. Rev. Aug. 1. 
Fiddiin’ Buckaroo. Western. Ken Maynard. Dir. Ken Maynard. Rel. July 20 
Gun Justice. Western. Ken Maynard. Rel. Dec. 18. 


Her First Mate. Comedy. Summerville-Pitts.) Dir. Wm. Wyler. Rel. Aug. 8. 
Rev. Sept. 5 

Horse Play. Comedy. Summerville-Devine. 

} Like It That Way. Musical. Rodger Pryor, Gloria Stuart. 
man. Rel. Feb. 12. 

Invisible Man. Mystery-drama. Claude Rains, Gloria Stuart, Henry Travers, 
Una O’Connor. Dir. James Whale. 70 mins. Rel. Nov. 13. Rev. Nov. 21. 

King for a Night. Comedy-drama. Chester Morris, Alice White, Helen 
Twelvetrees. Dir. Kurt Neumann. 78 mins. Rel. Oct. 30. Rev. Dec. 12. 

King of vazz, The. Reissue, with Paul Whiteman, John Boles. Dir. John 
Murray Anderson. 9 reels. Rel. June 1. 

Ladies Must Love. Musical. Broadway story. June Knight, Niel Hamilton, 
Sally O’Neill. Dir. E. A. du Pont. 60 mins. Rel. Sept. 25. Rev. Dec. 6. 


Love, Honor and Oh, Baby. Comedy. Slim Summerville, Zasu Pitts, Lucille 


Dir. Ed Sedgwick. Rel. Nov. 27. 
Dir. Harry Lach- 


Gleason, Veree Teasdale, Donald Meek. Dir. Eddie Buzzell. 63 mins 
Rel. Oct. 16. Rev. Oct. 31 

Madame Spy. Drama. Fay Wray, Nils Asther. Dir. Karl Freund. Rel. 
Jan. 8&8. 

Midnight. Drama. Sidney Fox, Henry Hull, O. P. Heggie. Dir. Chester 
Erskine. Rel. Jan. 22. 

Moonlight and Pretzels. Musical. Mary Brian, Roger Pryor, Leo Carrillo 
Dir. Karl Freund. Rel. July 27. Rev. Aug. 29. 


Myrtle Vail, Donna Domeril, Eddie Foy, Jr., Ted 


Musical. 
Rel. 


Myrt and Marge. 


only, Grace Hayes, J. Farrell MacDonald. Dir. Al Boasberg. 

Jee. 11. 

Only Yesterday. Dramatic love story. John Boles, Margaret Sullavan, Reg- 
inald Denny, Billie Burke. Dir. John Stahl. 105 mins. Rel. Nov. 6. 
Rev. Nov. 14. 


Saturday's Millions Footbali story. Robt. Young, Leila Hyams, Johnny Mack 
Brown. Dir. Edw. Sedgwick. 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 9. Rev. Oct. 17. 


Secret of the Blue Room. Mystery drama. Lionel Atwill, Paul Lukas, Gloria 
Stuart. Dir. Kurt Neumann. 61 mins. Rel. July 20. Rev. Sept. 19. 


8.0.s. Iceberg. An Arctic expedition is stranded in Greenland. Rod LaRocque 


Gilbert Gowland, Leni Reifenstah] Dir. Tay Garnett. 117 mins. (road- 
show). Rev. Sept. 26. 
Strawberry Roan, The. Story of a wild horse and his conquest. Ken May- 


Rev. Dee. 12. 
Dir. Alan James 


Ruth Hail. Dir. Alan James. Rel. Oct. 26. 
Ken Maynard western story of a cattle drive. 


tel. Sept. 4. Rev. Jan. 9. 
Studios Burbank. 


Calif. Warner Brothers 


Captured! Behind the scenes in a German prison. 
Fairbanks, Jr., Paul Lukas, Margaret Lindsay. 
72 mins. Rel. Aug. 19. Rev. Aug. 22. 

College Coach. A football story with a new twist. 
Pat O’Brien and Lyle Talbot. Dir. William A. 
tel. Nov. 4. Rev. Nov. 14. 

Disraeli. Political drama of England. George Arliss, Joan Bennett. 
fred Green. 88 mins. Re-rel. Dec. 16. 

Easy to Love. A frothy farce. Adolphe Menjou, 

Astor, Guy Kibbee, Edward I¢verett Horton. 

61 mins. Rel. Jan. 20. Rev. Jan. 16. 

in My Heart. War theme story, but 

American husband and an American 

Kruger, Ralph Bellamy. Dir. Archie 

Rev. Oct. 17, 

Finger Man. A petty gangster finally 
“agney. Mae Clark and Leslie Fenton. 


nard, 
Trail Drive. 
59 mins. 


Offices: 321 W. 44th St 
New York, N. Y 


Leslie Howard, Douglas 
Dir. Roy del Ruth 


Dick Powell, Ann Dvorak 
Wellman. 77 mins. | 


Dir. Ai- | 


Tobin, Mary 
Keighley. 


Genevieve 
Dir. William 


angle. German- 
Stanwyck, Otto 
tel, Oct. 28. 


without conflict 
wife. Barbara 
Mayo. 70 mins. 


Ever 


James 


breaks away from his gang. 
Dec. ¥. 


Dir. Roy De) Ruth. Rel. 





Footlight Parade. Gala musical with backstage locale. James Cagney, Joan 
Blondell, Kuby Keeler, Dick Powell. Dir. Lioyd Bacon, 129 mins 
Dances Rel. Oct. 2. Rev. Oct. 10. 


by Busby Berkeley. 


From Headquarters. A crime drama with a murder committed right in nead- 
quarters. George Brent, Margaret Lindsay and Eugene Pallette. Dir 
William Dieterle. 63 mins. Rel. Dec. : Rev. Nov. 21. 


Havana Widows. Comedy of two burlesque queens on the make in Havana 
Joan Blondell, Glenda Farrell. Dir. Ray Enright. 62 mins. Rel. Nov. 18 

Hi, Nellie. Comedy-drama of a newspaper ‘love’ columnist. Pau! Muni, 
Glenda Farrell, Kathryn Sergava. Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. Rel. Jan. 20 

House On 56th Street. Drama ot a gambling lady. Kay Francis, Ricardo 
Cortez, Gene Raymond, Margaret Lindsay and Frank McHugh. Dir 
Robert Florey. 68 mins. Rel. Dec. 23. Rev. Dec. 5. 

Kennet Murder Case. A drama depicting the unusual solution of an unusuai 
murder. William Powell, Mary Astor, Helen Vinson, Ralph Morgan and 
Eugene Pallette. Dir. Michael Curtiz 75 mins Rel. Oct. 28 Rev 
Oct. 31. 

Lady Killer. Jimmy Cagney bats ‘em around again. Jas. Cagney, Mae Clark 
Leslie Fenton. Dir. Roy Del Ruth. 67 mins. Rel. Dec. 5. Rev. Jan. 2. 

Mary Stevens, M.D. Story of a woman doctor. Kay Francis, Lyle Tlal- 
bot, Glenda Farrell Dir. Liovd Bacon. 7) mins Rel. July 22 Rev 
Aug 

Narrow Corner, The. From the story by W. Somerset Maugham. South Sea 
locale. Doug Fairbanks, Jr.. Eatricia Ellis, Ralph Bellamy. Dudley Dig- 
ges. Dir. Alfred E. Green. 67 mins. “el Julv 8 Rev. July 18. 

Son of a Sallor. Comedy of a frivolous sailor. Joe E. Brown. Dir. Lioyd 
Bacon. Rel. Dec. 23. 

The Man from Monterey. Western drama. John Wayne, Ruth Hall. Dir 
Mack V. Wright. 57 mins. Re). July 22. Rev. Aug. 22. 

Voltaire. Life of France’s celebrated wit and philosopher. George Arliss, 
Doris Kenyon, Margaret Lindsay. Dir. John Adolfi. 72 mins. Rel 
Aug. 5. Rev. Aug. 22. 

. 
Miscellaneous Releases 

Before Morning. (Greenblatt.) From a stage play. Police official cleverly 
traps a murderess. Leo Carillo, Lora Baxter. Dir. Arthur Lloerl. 56 
mins. Rev. Nov. 21. 

Big Chance, The. (Eagle.) Prizefighter-socialite story. John Darrow, Merna 
Kennedy. Dir. Al. Herman. 63 mins. Rev. Sept. 5. 

Big Drive, The. Authentic war pictures from records of eight governments 
1 mins. Rel. Jan. 19. Rev. Dec. 27. 

Carnival a. (Goldsmith-Hollywood.) Carnival background for a triple love 
story. Boots Mallory, Vincent Allen. Dir. Howard Higgin. 67 mins. 
Rev. Dec. 5. 


Criminal at Large. (Helber.) Edgar Wallace mystery story, British made. 
British cast. 74 mins. Rev. Dec. 27. 

Dawn to Dawn. (Duworld.) Rural story in a foreign setting. Foreign made. 
35 mins. Rev. Jan. 9. 
Faithful Heart, The. (Helber.) 

love. British cast. 65 mins. 


Film Parade, The. (State rights.) 


British made. Romantic story of a faithful 
Rev. Aug. 22. 


Olid clips and new material assembled by 


J. Stuart Blackton. 52 mins. Rev. Dec. 27. 
Gigolettes of Paris. (Equitable.) Gold digger story in Parisian locale. Madge 
Bellamy, Natalie Moorhead. Dir. Alphonse Martel. 569 mins. Rev 


Oct. 17. 
Heil’s Holliday. 
Her Forgotten Past. 

a lawyer believing her first husband dead. 

Dir. Wesley Ford. 65 mins. Rev. Nov. 7 
Her Splendid Folly (Progressive). Studio girl impersonates a star in Holly- 

wood. Lillian Bond, Beryl Mercer, Theo. von Eltz. Dir. Ralph Black. 

60 mins. Rev. Nov. 14. 

Important Witness, The. (Tower.) Story with a gangster touch, but mostly 


(Superb.) Compilation of war scenes. 90 mins. Rev. July 18 


(Mayfair.) Society girl marries her chauffeur then weds 
Monte Blue, Barbara Kent. 


done in a long distance bus. Noel Francis, Donald Dillaway. Dir. Sam 
Newfeld. 63 mins. Rev. Sept. 26. 

Laughing at Life. (Mascot.) Story of a gun-running adventurer. Victor Mc- 
Laglen, Conchita Montenegro, Ruth Hal]. Dir. Ford Beebe. 71 mins. 


Rev. July 18. 

Marriage on Approval. 

reel and finds it out in the last. 

Howard Higgin. Rev. Jan. 9. 

Broadway. (Broadway-Hollywood.) A day in the life of a B’way col- 

lumnist with Ed. Sullivan taking the camera around. Big cast names 

in for a moment to oblige the columnist. Dir. Johnnie Walker. 59 mins. 

Rel. Sept. Rev. Sept. 19. 

Neighbors Wives. (Syndicate.) Domestic murder problem. Dorothy Mac- 
kaill, Tom Moore. Dir. Francis Natteford. 56 mins. Rev. Oct. 17. 
Police Call. (Showmen.) Ring story with an adventure angle. Nick Stuart, 

Merna Kennedy. Dir. Phil Whiteman. 63 mins. Rel. Aug. Rev. Aug. 29 

Secret Sinners. (Mayfair.) Chorus girls and a song writer. Sue Carroll, Nick 
Stuart. Dir. Wesley Ford. 58 mins. Rel. Oct. 20. Rev. Dee. 27. 

Ship of Wanted Men. (Showmen.) Crew of refugees fight over a girl rescued 
in mid-ocean. Leon Waycoff, Gertrude Astor. Dir. Lew. Collins. 60 
mins. Rev. Nov. 21. . 

Sleepless Nights (Remington). British made story on farcica) tines. Polly 
Walker, Stanley Lupino. Dir. Thos. Bentley. 63 mins. Rel. July 21. 
Rev. July 265. 

White Face, (Helber.) British made crime story from an Edgar Wallace 
book. All-British cast. 65 mins. Rev. Dec. 


(Monarch.) In which a girl gets married in the first 
Barbara Kent, Donald Dillaway. Dir. 


Mr. 


Foreign Language Films 


(Note: Because of the slow movement of foreign films, this list covers one 
year of releases.) 
(Most of these available with English titles.) 


Berlln-Alexanderplatz (Ger) (Capital). crime drama. H einrich 


Strong 
George, Maria Bard. Dir. Phil Jutzi. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 16. 


90 mins. 


Bettelstudent, Der. (General.) (Ger.) Operetta. Dir. Viktor Janson. 80 
mins. Rel. Oct. 15. 

Oer Brave Suender (Ger) (European). Fast comedy. Max Pallenberg. Dir. 
Fritz Kortner. 90 mins. Rel. Apri] 1. Rev. April 4. 

Dos Noches (Hoffberg) (Spanish) Musical. Conchita Montenegro. Dir. Car- 
los Borcosque. 65 mins. Rel. May 1. 


Donna d’Una Notte (Portale) (Italian). Court adventure. Francesca Bertinl 
Mir. Marcel] L‘Herbier. 85 mins. Rel. March 1. Rev. March 14, 

Ore! Tage Mittelarrest (German) (Capital). Fast German farce with all-star 
cast. Dir. Car) Boese. 80 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 23 





Elne Liebesnacht (German) (Capital). Farce. Harry Liedke. Dir. Joe May 
82 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 23. 

Eine Nacht In Paradies (Kinematrade) (Ger). Musica) comedy. Anny Ondra 
90 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 28. 

Eline Tuer Geht Auf. (Protex) (Ger.). Mystery thriller. Dir. Alfred Zeisler 
68 mins Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 7. 

En Glad Gutt (Norwegian) (Scandinavian). From Bjornson’s novel. Dir. 
John Brunius. 80 mins, tel. Nov. 15. 

Enemies of Progress (Russ) (Amkino). Last of the Czarist generals. Dir. 
3eresnyeff. 85 mins. Rel. Jan, 15. Rev. Jan. 16. 

Frau tehman’s Tochter (Ger) (General). Melodrama. Hansi Niese. Dir 
Kar! Heinz Wolff. 82 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. 
Frau Von Der Man Spricht (German) (General). Mady Christians. Melo- 
drama. Dir. Viktor Jansen. 75 mins’ Rel. Apri} 15. Rev May 2 
Fraulein—Falsch Verbunden (Ger) (Capital). Musical eomedy. Trude Ber- 
liner. Dir. E. W. Emo. 70 mins. Rel. Jan. 15, 

Frechdachs, Der (Ger) (Ufa). Romantic comedy. Willy Fritsch, Camilla 
Horn. Dir. Carl Boese. 75 mins. Rel. Jan. 1 

Friederike (Kinematrade) (Ger). Dramatic operetta based on Goethe's life 
Mady Christians. 90 mins. Rel. March 15. Rev. Feb. 28. 

Galavorstellung, Die (Ger) (General). Mystery comedy with music. Max 
Adalbert, the Frateliinis, Dir. Fredrich Zelnik. 87 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. 

Gefahren Der Liebe (German) (Madison). Sex drama. Tony Van Eyck 
Dir. Eugen Thiele. 65 mins. Kel. May 1. Rev. May 2. 

Grosse Attraction, Die (Bavaria) (Ger.). Drama 18 show biz. Richard 
Tauber. Dir. Max Reichmann. 70 mins. Rel. Aug. 1. 

Hellseher, Der (Ger) (General). Farce. Max Adalbert. Dir. Eugen Thiele 
Rel. Sept. 1 

Hertha’'s Erwachen (FProtex) (Ger.). Delicate life problem. Dir. Gerhard 
Lamprecht. 95 mins. Rel. March 10. Rev. March 14. 

Heute Nacht Eventuel!l (Ger.) (General). Musical comedy. Dir. % W. Emo 
80 mins. Rel. July 1. 

Hochtourist, Der (Ger) (Ufa) Romantic comedy in Alps. Otto Wallburg 
Dir. Alfred Zeisler. 70 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. 

Horizon (Russ) ‘(Amkino). Jewish search for home Dir. Lev Kuleshov. 62 
mins. Rel. May 160. Rev. May 16. 

Ich Glaub Nie Mehr an Elne Frau ‘(avaria) (Ger.) Life of a sailor. Richard 
Tauber. Dir. H. Reichmann. §&0 mins Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 24. 

ich WIIl Nicht Wissen Wer Du Bist (Interworid) (Ger). Musicai Dir Geza 
von Bolvary. Haid, Froehlich. 70 mins. Rel. Feb. 15 Kev. Feb 21. 


‘Amkino). 
90 mins. 


Two men and a woman on a desert Isle 


isiand of Doom (Russ) 
Rel. July 15. Rev. Juiy i8. 


Dir. Timonshenko. 


ivan. (Garrison) (Russ.). Transformation of peasants. Dir. Dovzhenko. 83 
mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. March 7 

July 14 (Protex) (French). Sentiment to music. Annabella. Dir. Rene Clair 
76 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 24. 


(Continued on page 30) 
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strip, or it may be that it ranges 
between the 150th and 200th ticket 
but whenever it comes out that 
ticket and all included in that 
bunch are presented the would-be 
purchaser, whether it is a solo tick- 
et or one of a block of a dozen. Lat- 
ter {dea is to promote bulk buys, 
and it seems to be effective in 


bringing to the house larger parties. 
Cashier herself does not know when 
the ticket is due, to kill the off- 
chance she might tip off her friends, 

It seems to be making for busi- 
ness just as a timed ticket did some 


years ago, Then it was not the 
marked ticket but a pre-set time 
which determined the gift. Ticket 


was free to the person who bought 
a ticket at 7:39 or 7:12:30 or what- 
ever decided. Time was ina sealed 
envelope, which was placed in the 
box office but not opened until the 
time had passed. 


Not important, but it helped te 
give lift to the lobby, which was 
what the headacher was working 
for. 


Word of Mouth 
Des Moines. 

Hale Cavanagh, manager RKO 
Orpheum, gave a preview of ‘Con- 
vention City’ with all the town’s 
hotel clerks and barbers as guests, 
since clerks spend most of their day 
advising guests what to do with 
their spare time. And the barbers, 
well, you know how those barbers 
talk, 





Marquee Valance 


Manager who had a chance to 
pick up some remnants of heavy 
cloth has made himself a lobby 
valance working similarly to the 
interchangeable letter electrie 
signs. Cloth was cut into uniform 
strips, with the lower end pointed 
into a blunt V. Each was mounted 
on a strip of half inch dowel by 
means of tacks. Dowel extends a 
quarter-inch each side, and a row 
of small pipe hooks in the inner 
side of the marquee permits him to 
work any combination desired, 
Each pennant carries a single let- 
ter in white, all of the colors being 
such that they background well. 


Letters are painted on the pen- 
nants only as needed and are 
racked alphabetically when not in 
use, being used only for the last 
half of a split week. Eventually 
there will be a complete assortment 
of letters, but working by degrees 
not only makes for an easier job 
but ties up none of the material in 
useless lettering. 








Words are separated by blank 
banners, with the title centered as 
nearly as possible and the remain- 
ing space filled in with the blanks 
in as many colors as possible. 

Gag makes a nice flash and since 
the material was picked up as reme- 
nants, it cost very little. 


Safety Again 
Omaha. 


Effective tie-up with the city’s 
safety campaign was arranged by 
Joe Rosenfield, Orpheum manager, 
Involved only showing of warning 
reels on the screen, but reaped the 
limit in publicity for the theatre. 


Town is nearly notorious for its 
heavy per capita percentage of auto 
victims each year, despite the safety 
measures. This year’s traffic came 
paign is planned to be more fare 
reaching and intense than ever be- 
fore, so that theatre tie-up means 
picture house is to be in on some of 
the heaviest publicity of the year. 
Other theatres of Blank organiza- 
tion will follow, but idea originated 
and first put into effect at Orpheum, 


Sugaring Off 

Down south an expatriate New 
England exhibitor is preparing to 
repeat what last year was the 
knockout party for his kid club, and 
already he is answering questions 
as to about when it is due, for the 
kids are taking it as a matter of 
course that there will be another. 


Exhib had a friend who owned a 
sugar bush of exceptionally fine 
trees and when the boiling season 
Started this friend sent him a gallon 
can of maple syrup to remind him 
of the old town. Exhib arranged for 
a shipment of a five-gallon can, and 
announced a sugaring off party for 
one of the club meetings. 


He told the children, most of 
whom never had even seen a decent 
snowstorm, about the Maine woods 
in winter, and how, when the sap 
started to run, the farmers would 
tap the trees and boil it down into 
syrup and sugar. Then he told how 
the children would get some of the 
hot syrup, cool it off in the snow 
and produce maple taffy. 

Meantime the syrup had been boil- 


ing a large kettle and with shaved 
ice as a substitute for snow, portions 
were dropped on the ice and before 
cooling a butcher’s wooden skewer 
was inserted for a handle. Each 
child was given one of the lollipops. 
Half a dozen old New Ie land 
adults came over to beg ons o this 
year he’s getting more and 
plans to have a party for the growne 
ups, too. 


ad 


ope = anes 


we. 


Cea ee 


EP I Aap pence 


ee ee are 








LE EEK 


i 
FE 
a 
ad 
t 
: 


FS 





a 


a tins nina 


: 
oon. 


n. sgentlicriplian’ 


pee rans 









a Pas ™" oe mK pein: Riabete, 
seme et peg e 
habe Se ii ea dee ae ¢ 


BY. Se 


= 


eae 


OP EY ehh 


note. abe: iss 


ne oa) 
9 FR 


noes ee 


pens pice see. a 


ee ee 


py ae, 


$0 VARIETY 


PICTURES 














‘LITTLE WOMEN’ 
WOW $15,000 
DENVER 


Denver, Jan. 22. 

‘Little Women’ getting top money 
with holdouts twice daily and if it 
holds up will be taken from Denver 
to Paramount for a second week. 
Picture late in running here because 
Huffman and RKO unable to come 
to terms over pictures early in sea- 
son and when RKO did sell dates 
could not be arranged. However, 
picture is packing them in and both 
are happy. Being held eight days 
at Denver. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25-40), 
‘Candlelight’ (U). Up a bit to 
$4,000. Last week ‘One Man’s Jour- 
ney’ (RKO) average, $3,500. 

Denham (Hellborn) (1,500; 25-30- 
40). ‘Miss Fane’s Baby Is Stolen’ 
(Par). Stage show with Jerry Ross. 
Fairly, $5,000. Last week ‘Girl 
Without a Room’ (Par) average, 
closing with $6,000. Although pack- 
ing the house some evenings mati- 
nees were light. Picture had no 
general appeal here. 

Denver (Huffman) (2,500; 25-35- 
50). ‘Little Women’ (RKO) 8 days. 
Strong trade, $15,000 is big. Last 
week ‘Roman Scandals’, (UA) play- 
ing second week, did average for 
six days, $6,000, and was taken out 
to give ‘Little Women’ eight days. 
The Cantor film is the first film to 
play the Denver a second week and 
did $17,500 on the opening week, 
standing them out to the curb twice. 

Paramount (Huffman) (2,000; 25- 
40). ‘Advice to the Lovelorn’ (UA). 
Average, $3,000. Last week ‘Rafter 
Romance’ (RKO) and ‘Midshipman 
Jack’ (RKO), split, did average, 
closing with $2,750 on the till. 


‘Gallant Lady,’ $10,000; 
‘Invisible Man,’ $9,500; 
Minneapolis Spotty 


Minneapolis, Jan. 22, 

After playing second fiddle to 
Kate Smith at the Orpheum last 
week, the big Minnesota again is 
currently sctting the loop. box- 
office pace with ‘Gallant Lady’. 

Kate Smith and her stage show 
proved a terrific magnet for the 
Orpheum, going beyonc expecta- 
tions. Helped by publicity and ex- 
ploitation work on Manager Emil 
Franke’'s part, the stoutish song- 
bird of the air copped a magnificent 
$17,000. 

Estimates For This Week 

Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 25-35- 
40)—‘Gallant Lady’ (UA). Gals are 
falling hard for this sobber and 
Ann Harding’s name commands 
considerable attention. Opened well 
and should breeze through to a 
pretty good $10,000. Last week, ‘De- 
sign for Living’ (Par), $8,000. Fair. 

Orpheum (Singer) (2,890; 25-35- 
40)—‘Invisible Man’ (UV). Film's 
novelty an asset, and drawing plen- 
ty customers. Looks like around 
$9,500, big. Last week, ‘If I wee 
Free’ (RKO) and Kate, Smith ani 

ow on stage, $17,000, instead of 
$12,000 estimated. Kate Smith 
given credit. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 25-35-40)— 
‘Should Ladies Behave?’ (MG). 
Lionel Barrymore and Alice Brady 
not sufficient unto themselves as 
draw names here. May hit about 
$5,000. Fair. Last week, ‘Dinner 
at Eight’ (MG), second successive 
week in loop after enormous $18,000 
week at Minnesota, $6,000. Okeh. 

World (Steffes) (300; 25-35-50-75) 
—Waltz Time’ (British Gaumont). 
Second week for this highly praised 
and very well liked musical, Build- 
ing right along. Maybe $1,400. 
Pretty good. First week, $1,000. 
Fair. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Dancing Lady’ (MG). Seems set 
for good $3,000. Last week, ‘Little 
Women’ (RKO), $4,500. Very big. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 20-25)— 
‘Jimmy and Sally’ (Fox). Yanked 
after two days, under $700. ‘Miss 
Fane's Baby Is Stolen’ (Par) sub- 





stituted. Last week, ‘Kennel Mur- 
der Case’ (WB), $4,000. Big. 
Grand (Publix) (1,100; 15-25)— 
‘Only Yesterday’ (U) and ‘Lady 
Killer’ (WB), second loop. runs, 
split. About $2,000 indicated. Good. 


Last week, ‘Duck Soup’ (Par), sec- 


ond loop -.-*n, and ‘Ever in My 
Heart’ (WB) first run, split, $1,200. 
Fair. 

Aster (Publix) (15-25)—I'm No 
Angel’ (Par). Third loop run, and 
‘His Double Life’ (Par), first run, 
split. Looks like $1,200. Good, 


with Mae West picture accounting 
for most of it. Last week, ‘Girl 
Without a Room’ (Par), and ‘Wild 
Boys of Road’ (FN), first runs, 
split, $1,000. Good. 


BALTIMORE 


(Continued from page 11) 
25-35-40-55-66)—’Meanest Gal in 


Town’ (Radio) and Bert Lahr on 
stage. Mild screen, though Zasu 
Pitts packs fair following. Lahr 


isn’t particularly known hereabouts. 
As stands, will toll just fair $14,500. 
Last week ‘Let's Fall in Love’ (Col) 
and ‘Strike Me Pink,’ tab, collected 
just under $17,000, good, with ‘Pink’ 
accountable. 

Keith’s (Schanberger (2,500; 25- 
30-35-40-50) — ‘Cross Country 
Cruise’ (U). Few names of fair 
maruee lure but crix spanked it 
Got a day’s jump over rest of field, 
which will help to fair $4,800. Last 
week ‘Girl Without Room’ (Par) 
snared $4,000 in five days. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-30-35- 
40-50)—‘Sleepers East’ (Fox). Will 
hike to good $4,200. Last week ‘Bor- 
der Marshal’ (Fox) expired in five 
days, poor $2,100. 

Stanley (Loew-UA) (3,450; 25-35- 
40-55-66)—‘Eskimo’ (MG). Awarded 
laudations by critics, but few wom- 
en attending. Educational circles 
contacted and may bolster to sound 
$12,000. Last week ‘Design for 
Living’ (Par) unaccountably col- 
lapsed to just fair $11,500. 








Magyar Thumbings 


Budapest, Jan. 13. 

Censor here got busy, with a whole 
slew of no’s handed out to film com- 
panies. Included were ‘Scarface’ 
(UA), ‘Wandering Jew’ (Gaumont- 
British) and ‘Kiss Before a Mir- 
ror’ (U). 

Last named is considerable sur- 
prise because as a legit play the 
piece got its premiere here and had 
a long run. Plenty costly, too, be- 
cause Paul Lucas is a home-town 


ALL-DISNEY PIC HOUSE 


Newsreel Policy Flops, but Cartoons 
Bring B. O. Back Strong 








London, Jan. 13. 

Biggest surprise in the trade is 
the sudden spurt taken by the Tat- 
ler, a small capacity Gaumont-Brit- 
ish owned house in the West-End. 
Started newsreel policy in the West- 
End. Latterly it dived in grosses. 
A few weeks ago, G-B launched an 
all Walter Disney policy, showing 
about six of these in one sitting 
and house is now playing to capa- 
city, with queues lined up outside 
waiting to get in. 

Grosses have jumped from $2,000 
a week to almost double. Now sev- 
eral of the newsreel houses have 
copied the idea, but so far the Tatler 
is still packing them in. 


Can. Pix Statistix 


Ottawa, Jan. 22. 

Official statistics on the film in- 
dustry in Canada just issued show 
that the 700 theatres in the Domin- 
ion used 25,000,000 feet of film last 
year, all of which had been printed 
in Canada from imported and do- 
mestic negatives. 

The number of Canadians em- 
ployed in laboratories, film ex- 
changes and supply houses was 
rated at 1,000 while the number of 
theatre employees was 56,200. The 
total payroll for executives and em- 
ployees of all Canadian film estab- 
lishments and theatres was esti- 
mated at $10,000,000 for 1933 and 
the amount of capital was estimated 








boy and a big draw. 


at nearly $75,000,000. 





CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 





Korvettenkapitaen (Ger.) (General). 


May 15. Rev. June 6. 


novel. Dir. G. Critcher. 


Lockende Ziel, Das (Ger.) (Bavaria). 
Reichmann. 85 mins. Rel. June 


M (Ger) (Foremco). 
95 mins. Rel. April 1. 
Marius (Paramount) (French). 
103 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. 


Mano a Mano (Sp) (Inter-Americas). 
rero. Dir. Arcady Boytler. 
Milady (General) (French). 

mant-Berger. 120 mins. 
Mirage de Parls. See Harold Auten. 


Mile. Nitouche (French) (Protex). 
David. 90 mins Rel. Nov. 


Moj WuJaszek z Amerykli 
Rel. Oct. 15. 
Mond Uber Morokko (Protex) (Ger). 
Morgenrot (German) (Protex). 
Uoicky. 80 mins. Rel. May 165. 
Noe Listopadowa (Polish) (Capital). 
95 mins. Rel. May 1 
On Demande Compagnon. 
Patriots, The (Russ) (Amkino). 
Poil de Carotte. See Harold Auten. 
Potemkin (Russ) (Kinematrade). 
mins. Rel. April 4 


Quick, Koenig der Clowns (Ufa) (Ger). 
Dir. Robert Siodmak. 80 mins. 
Shpiss and Milman. 72 mins. 

Rosier de Mme. Husson. 

Saison In Kairo (German) (Ufa). 
Fritsch. Dir. Reinhold Schunzel. 

Sang d’un Poete (Fr) (Ricci). 
Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 7. 

Rel. 


Steinhoff. 93 mins. 


tians, Franz Lederer. Dir. Felix 
90 mins. Rel. April 


(Russ).Problems of 
75 mins. 


Franz Seitz. 


Shame (Amkino) 
Sergei Yutkevitch. 


nate Mueller. 


dominant. Dir. Granowsky. 
Soviets on Parade. 


Tod Uber Shanghai (Ger.) (DuWorld). 
Dir. Rolff Randolf. 75 mins. 
Traum von Schonbrunn (Ger.) 
Johannes Meyer. 85 mins. Rei. 
Trois Mousquetaires, Les (General) 
Dir. Henri Diamont-Berger. 
Rel. 


Dir. John Auer. 75 mins. 


Bohnen. Dir. Richard Oswald. 


Robin Hood. 70 mins. 


Walzerparadies. (Ger.) 
Friedrick Zelnick. 


(Capital). 
Rel. March 1. 


Ami. Dir. George Rolland. 
Wenn Die Liebe Mode Macht (Ufa) 





Laughter Through Tears (Yiddish) Worldkino). 
78 mins. " 


Liebling von Wien, Der (Ger.) (European). 


Powerfu) dramatic study. Peter Lorre. 
Rey. April 4 and April 18, 


Marseilles satire. 
Rev. April 25. 


60 mins. 


Sequel to Three Musketeers. 
Rel. Sept. 1, 


(Polish) (Capital). 


Submarine warfare’s cruelty. 


Historical romance. 
Rev. May 2 


See Harold Auten. 
Dir, B. Barnett. 


Scampolo (Kinematrade) (Ger.) Cinderella romance. 
Apri) 1. 


Schicksal der Renate Langen (Ger) (General). 


Schutzenkoenig, Der (Ger.) (Bavaria.) 


Rel. 


Sohn Der Weissen Berge (Capital) (Ger.). 
Dir. Mario Bonnard. 


Song of Life (Ger.) (dubbed English) (Embassy). 
70 mins. 


(Russ.) (Kinematrade). 


Rel. 
(General). 
May 15. 
(French). 
128 mins. 


Una Vida Por Otra (Sp) Gtat- hussein. Sueer drama. Nancy Torres 
feb. ; 


Victoria und ihr Hussar (Kinematrade) 
90 mins. 
Volga Volga (Fr.) (dubbed English) (Kinematrade). 
Rel. Dec. 15 
Musical comedy. 


Wandering Jew (Jewish American) (Yiddish). 
70 mins. 


(Continued from page 29) 
Military farce. 


75 mins. Rel. Apri) 1 


Lachende Erben (Ger.) (Ufa). Farce. Max Adalbert. Dir. Max Ophuels 
77 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. 
Laubenkclonie (Ger.) (General). Farce. Dir. Max Obal. 80 mins. Re! 


From a Sholom Aleichem 
Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Nov. 2 

Musical. Richard Tauber. wir. Mayr 

15. Rev. June 20. 


Stolz musical. Willy Forst. Dir 


Geza von Bolvary. 75 mins. Rel. June 1 Rev. June 13, 

Luegen auf Ruegen (Ger) (General). Farce. Otto Waliburg. Dir. Viktor 
Jansen. 80 mins. Rel. Dec. 15, 

Lustigen Musikanten, Die. (General) (Ger.) Musical farce, Camilla Spira. 
Dir. Max Obal. 80 mins. Rel. May 30. 


Dir. Fritz Lang 


Dir. Alexander Korda. 


Western with music. Carmen Guer- 
Rel. Feb. 23. 

Dir. Henri Dia- 
Rev. Sept. 12. 


pins love story. Raimu. Dtr. Chas. 


Musical comedy. 120 mins. 


See Cing Gentlemen Maudit. 


Dir. Gustav 
Rev. May 23. 


Dir. J. Warnecki 


80 mins. Rel. Sept. 16. 


Sound version of Ejisenstein’s classic. 10 


Comedy. Lilian Harvey, Hans Albers. 


Rel. Dec. 1 

Return of Nathan Becker (Worldkino) (Russian) (Yiddish). 
Rel. April 1. 
See First Division. 
Musical comedy. Renate Mueller, 


Comedy. Dir 


Rev. April 25. 


Willy 


80 mins. Rel, Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 25. 


Jean Cocteau’s idea of modern films. 60 mins. 


Dolly Haas. Dir. Hans 
Rev. April 11, 


Domestic drama. Mady Chris- 
Guenther. 70 mins, Kel. Oct. 15. 


Max Adalbert, Gret!] Theimer. 
15. Rev. May 9. 


new Russia. Viadimir Gardin. Dir 
March 1. Rev. March 14 


Alpine drama. Luis Trenker, Re- 
75 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. 


Art and photography pre- 
Rel. April 1. 
Historic record of current Rus- 


Dir 


sia. 65 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. March 7 

Storch Hat Uns Getraut, Der (Ger.) (General). Lil Dagover. Dir. Herman 
Kosterlitz. 80 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. 

Theodor Koerner (Ger) (General) Historical drama. Dorothea Wiecke 
Dir. Kar] Boese. 80 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 16. 


Mystery play of Americans in Japan. 
Dec. 15. 

Musical. Martha Eggerth. Dir 
Rev. June 6. 
Duma’s classic with songs 


Rel. May 1. Rev. May 9. 


(Ger). Viennese operetta. Michae: 


Rel. April 1. Rev. April 11. 
Adventure of a Cossack 
15. Rev. Dec. 25 
Charlotte Susa. Dir 
Rev. March 17. 

Terror of Hitler regime. 
Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 24. 


(Ger). Comedy with music. Renate 


Ben 


Mueller. Dir. Frank Wenzler. 80 mins. Rel. Nov. L 
Whither Germany? (Kinematrade) (German). Difficulties of life. Herths 
Thiele. Dir. 8. T. Dudov. 71 mins. Rel. April 15. Rev. April 26. 


COLUMBIA. 
‘Sisters Under the Skin 


(3d week) 
D—David Burton 
A—F. K. Lauren 
Jo Swerling 

C—Joe August 

Cast: 
Elissa Landi 
Joseph Schildkraut 
Frank Morgan 
Arthur 8. Hull 
‘Storm at Midnight’ 

(2d week) 
D—C. C. Coleman 
A—Harold Shumate 
c—John Stumar 
Cast: 

Tim McCoy 





Billie Seward 

Ward Bond 

‘Most Precious Thing 
in Life’ 

(ist week) 
D—Lambert Hillyer 
A—Ethel Hill 

FOX 
‘David Harum’ 


(4th week) 
D—James Cruze 
A—Ed. Noyes Westcott 
Walter Wood 
C—Hal Mohr 
Cast: 

Will Rogers 
Louise Dresser 
Evelyn Venable 
Kent Taylor 
Irene Bentley 
Charles Middleton 
Noah Beery 
Ralph Morgan 
Frank Melton 
Roger Imhof 
Stepin Fetchit 
‘Fox Follies’ 


(4th week) 
D—Hamilton MacFadden 
A—Lew Brown 
C—Ernest Palmer & L. W. 
o’Connell 
Cast: 
Madge Evans 
Warner Baxter 
Janet Gaynor 
(and all star) 
‘Bottoms Up’ 
(4th week) 
D—David Butler 
A—B. G. DeSylva 
David Butler 
Sid Silvers 
A—Art Miller 
Cast: 
Spencer Tracy 
John Boles 
Pat Paterson 
Herbert Mundin 
Sid Silvers 
Harry Green 
‘All Men Are Enemies’ 


(3d we.k) 
D—Geo. Fitzmaurice 
A—Richard Aldington 
Samuel Hoffenstein 
Leonore Coffee 
C—John Seitz 
Cast: 
Hugh Williams 
Helen Twelverees 
Mona Barrie 
‘Three on a Honeymoon’ 


(2d week) 
D—James Tinling 
A—Isabel Ross 
C—Joe Valentine 
Cast: 
Henrietta Crosman 
Zasu Pitts 
Sally Eilers 
Irene Bentley 
Cornelius Keefe 
‘Murder in Trinadad’ 
(ist week) 
D—Louis King 
Cast: 
Nigel Bruce 
METRO 
‘Tarzan and His Mate’ 


(25th week) 
D—Cedric Gibbons 


A—J. K. McGuinness 
Leon Gordon 

C—Clyde DeVinna & Sid 
Wagner 

Cast: 


Johnny Weissmuller 
Maureen O'Sullivan 
Neil Hamilton 

Paul Cavanagh 
Doris Lloyd 

Frank Reicher 
Wm. Sack 
Desmond Roberts 
Yola D’Avril 
Forrester Harvey 

‘Rip Tide’ 

(5th week) 
D—Edmund Goulding 
A—Edmund Goulding 
C—Ray June 
Cast: 

Norma Shearer 
Robert Montgomery 
Herbert Marshall 
Lilyan Tashman 
Ralph Forbes 

Mrs. Patrick Campbell 
Arthur Jarrett 

Earl Oxford 

Halliwell Hobbes 
Samuel May 
Donald Grieg 
Helen Jerome 
Peter Hobbes 
Geo. A. Arthur 


Eddy 


Tuesday, January 23, 1934 








‘Sadie McKee’ 
(ist week) 
D—Clarence Browa 
A—Vina Delmar 
John Meehan 
C—Oliver Marsh 
‘In Old Louisiana’ 
(ist week) 
D—George Seitz 
A—Lucien Hubbard 
C—Gregg Toland 
Cast: 
Robert Young 
Jean Parker 
Nat Pendleon 
Ted Healy 
Lupe Velez 
Isabel Jewell 
‘Operator 13° 
(ist week) 
D—Raoul Walsh 


A—Robert W. Chambers 
C—Geo. Folsey 
Cast: 


Marion Davies 

Gary Cooper 
PARAMOUNT 

‘Scarlet Empress’ 
(12th week) 


D—Josef von Sternberg 
A—Manuel Komroff 
C—Bert Glennon 
Cast: 
Marlene Dietrich 
John Lodge 
Sam Jaffee 
Louise Dresser 
Ruthelma Stevens 
Cc. Aubrey Smith 
Olive Teil 
Ed. Van Sloan 
Jane Darwell 
Harry Woods 
Hans von Twardowskt 
Davidson Clarke 
Phillip Sleeman 
Jamison Thomas 
Erville Alderson 
Clyde Davis 
Thomas C. Blythe 
Richard Alexander 
Marie Wells 
Gerald Fielding 
Emil Chautard 
Gavin Gordon 
Eric Aldern 
Hal Boyer 
James Marcus 


‘Melody in Spring’ 
(3d week) 


D—Norman McLeod 
A—Frank Leon Smith 
Lewis E. Gensler 
C—Henry Sharp 
Cast: 
Lanny Ross 
Charlie Ruggles 
Mary Boland 
Geo. Meeker 
Wilfred Hari 
Wade Boteler 
Helen Lynd 


‘Man Who Broke 
His Heart’ 


(4h week) 


D—Wm. C. Menzies 
A—Frederick Schlick 
Sam French 

C—Hal McAlipin 
Cast: 
Victor McLaglen 
Dorohy Dell 
Preston Foster 
Alison Skipworh 
David Landau 
John Rogers 
Mischa Auer 
Alfred Delcambre 
James Burke 
Don Wilson 
John Northpol 
Max Wagner 
Frank Rice 
Russell Powell 
Jil Dennett 
Alice Lake 
Miami Alvarez 
Florence Dudley 
Marie Green 
Charles Brinley 
Al Hill 
Ivan Linow 
‘We're Not Dressing’ 
(2d week) 
D—Norman Taurog 
A—Walton Hall Smith 
Stephen M. Avery 
C—Charles Lange 
Cast: 
Bing Crosby 
Ethel Merman 
Geo. Burns 
Gracie Allen 
Carole Lombard 
Raymond Milland 
Jay Henry 
Bud White 
‘Trumpet Blows’ 
(2d week) 
D—Stephen Roberts 
A—Wallace Smith 
C—Harry Fischbeck 
Cast: 
George Raft 
Adolphe Menjou 
Frances Drake 
Katherine DeMille 
Sidney Toler 
PATHE 
(Allied) 
‘Take the Stand’ 
(Ist week) 
D—Phil Rosen 
A—Earl Derr Biggera 
Albert DceMond 
C—Harry Neumann 


—=s 


Hollywood Productions 


Week of January 22 


(Pictures now filming, or about to start, are listed below alphabetically 
by studios. Symbols are: D—Director, A—Author, C—Cameraman) 


Cast 
Jack LaRue 
Thelma Todd 
Gail Patrick 
Shelia Terry 
Monroe Owsley 


RADIO 
‘Finishing School’ 
(Ist week) 
D—Wanda Tuchok 
Geo. Nichols, Jr, 
A—Louis Weitzenkorn 
David Hempstead 
Wanda Tuchock 
Laird Doyle 
Cast: 
Ginger Rogers 
Frances Dee 
Una Merkel 


‘Strictly Dynamite 


(Ist week) 
D—Elliott Nugent 
A—Robt. T. Colwell 

Robt. A. Simon 
Marine Watson 


Cast: 
Jimmy Durante 
‘Crime Doctor’ 
(ist week) t 
D—John Robertson 
A—lIsrael Zangwill 
Jane Murfin 
Capt. Don Wilkte 
Cast: 
Richard Dix 
Wynne Gibson 
Nils Asther 
UNIVERSAL 
‘Countess of Monte Criste 
(2d week) 
D—Karl Freund 
A—wWalter Fleisch 
Karen DeWolf 
C—Chas. Stumar 
Cast: 
Paul Lukas 
Fay Wray 
Roger Pryor 
Reginald Owen 
Richard Tucker 
Paul Page 
(Invincible) 
‘Birds of a Feather’ 
(ist week) 
D—Frank Strayer 
WARNERS 
‘Hot Air’ 
(Sth week) 
D—Roy Enright 
A—Warren Duff 
Harry Sauber 
C—Sid Hickox 
Cast: 
Dick Powell 
Pat O’Brien 
Ginger Rogers 
Allen Jenkins 
Hugh Herbert 
Grant Mitchell 
‘Fortune Teller’ 
(3d week) 
D—Wm. McGann 
A—Harry B. Smith 


Manuel Reach 
John K. Butler 
Betty Reinhardt 
C—Wm. Rees 
Cast: 


Enrico Caruso, Jr. 
Anita Campillo 
Germaine De Nee 
Luis Alberni 
Antonio Vial 
Alphonsa Pedrosa 
Marcella Nivon 
Emilio Fernandes 
Francisco Moran 
Rosa Rey 
Paul Ellis 
Lita Sanos 
Elilia Leovalh 
Letty Nivon 
‘Fur Coats’ 
(3d week) 
D—Al Greene 
A—Ann Gerrick 
Manuel Seff 
Cast: 
Aline MacMahon 
Paul Kelly 
Ann Dvorak 
Patricia Ellia 
Phillip Faversham 
Henry O'Neill 
‘Hit Me Again’ 
(3d week) 
D—Robert Florey 
A—F. Hugh Herbert 
Carl Erickson 
C—Arthur Todd 
Cast: 
Joan Blondell 
Warren William 
Edw. Everett Horton 
Frank McHugh 
Claire Dodd 
Joan Wheeler 
Virginia Sale 
Leonard Carey 
‘Golden Gate’ 
(1st week) 
D—Wm. Dieterly 
A—Geo. Dyer 


Robt. Lee 

Eugene Salow 
C—-Tony Gaudio 
Cast: 

Bette Davis 

Pat O'Brien 


Lyle Talbot 
Margaret Lindsay 
Robt. Barrat 
Henry O'Neill 
Hugh Herbert 
Doug. Dumbrille 





Yiskor (Yiddish) (Gloria). 
Zapfenstreich Am Rhein. 


Zwei 
Dir. Max Obal. 


Amkino, 723 Seventh Ave. 


European Film, 154 West 


Foremco. 1560 Broadway. 





Yidishe Tochter (Yiddish) (Quality). 
Art and Vilna Troupes. 


Goldin and George Rolland. 


Siegfried Arno. Dir. 


Gute Kameraden (Ger.) (General). 
75 mins. 


Key to Address 


Associated Cinema, 154 W. 65th. 
Bavaria Film, 489 Fifth Ave. 
Capital Film, 630 Ninth Ave. 
DuWorld Fiims, 729 Seventh Ave. 
Embassy Picts., 729 Seventh Ave. 


Filmchoice, 509 Madison Ave. 


Garrison Films, 729 Seventh Ave. 
General Foreign Sales, 729 Tth Ave. 
Gloria Films, 630 Ninth Ave. 

- H. Hoffberg, 729 Seventh Ave. 


75 mins. 


Revamp ot allent. 
80 mins. 

(Whitney) (Ger.). 
Jaap Speyer. 90 mins. 


Rel. Nov. 15. 


55th. 





Maurice Schwartz. 
Rel. May 16. 


Musica! farce. 
Rel. Feb. 1. 


Military musical. 


Old-fashioned Yiddish drama. Yiddish 
Rev. May 23. 


Dir. Sidney 
Rev. June 6. 


Charlotte Susa 
Rev. Feb. 1. 


Fritz Kampers. 


Inter-Americas, 60 East 42d. 
Interworld Films, 1540 Broadway. 
Jewish American, 630 Ninth Ave. 
Kinematrade, 723 Seventh Ave. 
Madison Picts., 111 West 57th. 
New Era, 680 Ninth Ave. 
Portale Films, 630 Ninth Ave. 
Protex Trading, 42 E. 58th. 
Edward Ricci, 66 Fifth Ave. 
Quality Picts., 630 Ninth Ave. 
Scandinavian Films, 220 W. 42d. 
Ufa, 729 Seventh Ave. 

J. H. Whitney, 350 East 72d. 
Worldkino, 1501 Broadway. 
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Time Brokers ’ Fee 


Eliminated from 


All NBC Owned-Operated Stations 





Chicago, Jan. 22. 
NBC has finally sent out its letter 
to agencies telling them that time 


broker’s commission will no longer 
be allowed on NBC owned and op- 
erated stations. This letter has 
been in the wind for some time 
and understood to be the outgrowth 
of an agreement between NBC and 
CBS to eliminate time brokers on 
network operated transmitters. CBS 
is holding off on its letter, due to 
a reported agreement in writing 
between: CBS and _  Scott-Howe- 
Bowen on broker recognition. This 
agreement is understood to carry 
an expiration date of April, 1934. 

Which continues the increasing 
number of stations eliminating time 
brokers. Outside of NBC those sta- 
tions which have exclusive repre- 
sentatives as Free and Sleininger 
and the Edward Petry company also 
do not recognize time brokers. 


Brokers Cramped 


Which means that time brokers 
must once more rearrange their lists 
of likely stations if they hope to 
make any money. One time broker 
in town now drawing up a list of 
stations for a drug announcement 
campaign last week presented the 
client with a list on 77 stations, not 
one of which is handled by an ex- 
clusive rep or NBC, Other brokers, 
however, are admitting that they 
must use the exclusive rep stations 
in several cases in order to give 
their client proper service even 
though the broker will collect no 
commission on such bookings. 


NBC's Local Sales Department 
had intended to put the ban on the 
general station rep into effect as of 
Jan. 10, but on the advice of the 
web’s legal staff it extended the 
policy of recognition for another 30 
days. Figured that within that pe- 
riod the outside time agencies will 
have been able to consummate any 
deals involving NBC operated sta- 
tions which they had started on or 
beforé Jan. 10. Organizations af- 
fected by the non-recognition order 
are of the Scott Howe Bowen, Inc., 
and the World Broadcasting Sys- 
tem, Inc., class. 


Previous move to eliminate the 
general station rep from NBC's 
business of local time selling was 


made a year ago last summer. Net- 
work at the time found itself sty- 
mied by the fact that the Bowen 
outfit held exclusive spot time rep- 
resentation contracts on five of the 


stations that had come_ under 
NBC’s operating control. For giv- 


ing NBC a release on these obliga- 
tions Bowen obtained an oral prom- 
ise of one year's recognition on all 
business he brought In at the rate 
of 10% on the gross. Through pres- 
gure brought by one of the ad agen- 
cies similar recognition was ac- 
eorded World Broadcasting. 


NBC ARTIST BUREAU 
MAY RETURN 70 711 


NBC may move part if not all of 
the artists service back to 711 Fifth 
avenue, the building which the net- 
work abandoned for its present lay- 
out in Radio City. Prompting con- 
Bideration of the shift is the dis- 
tovery that the program depart- 
ment, which is cramped for space, 
could conveniently be expanded by 
assigning it a portion of the artists 
bureau’s quarters. 

Problem may be solved by artists 
fZervice’s popular entertainment di- 
vision, where it is and just hauling 
back to Fifth avenue and 55th street 





the concert and club booking de- 
partments. 
Gershwin as Guest 


Chicago, Jan 

George Gershwin guesting on the 

Real Silk show, NBC, Feb. 4, 

through Biggie Levin, official con- 

tact on guesters for the show here. 

On Jan, 28 Singing Sam in as 
Guester on a repeat ticket. 


Mme 





Straining Loyalties 





Omaha, Jan, 22. 

Approaching spring elections 
in Council Bluffs (across the 
river) creates a unique situa- 
tion in the KOIL-KFAB radio 
organization. 

John Henry, studio manager, 
is likely to be the Republican 
candidate for mayor. Eddie 
Butler, studio piano-organist, 
is running as a Democrat for 
alderman. Meanwhile another 
studio personage, Al Namen, is 
chairman of the Coucil Bluffs 
Democratic committee. 

Namen’s delicate task will 


be to see that Butler gets 
elected and Henry, his boss, 
is defeated. Both men are 


personal friends of Namen. 


POND RENEW 
MAUDE ADAMS 
AT $1,300 


Pond’s facial cream will take up 
its option on Maude Adams when 
her intial three-week contract ex- 
pires this Friday (26). Salary col- 
lected by the actress is $1,500 net 
per broadcast. 

J. Waiter Thompson 
which handles the Pond show, is 
burning over the credit taken by 
NBC for calling attention to Maude 
Adams as an air attraction. Agency 
contends that neither John Royal 
nor anybody else with the web had 
anything to do with the booking. 
Deal, avers the agency, was made 
direct with the player’s manager, 
Richard Pittman, 


NBC Pooh-Poohs Story 
That Aylesworth In 
On McClelland Web 


zatest of the intimations dropped 
around by some of those associated 
with George B. McClelland in his 
idea of a third national web involves 
M. H. Aylesworth. Impression con- 
veyed is that as soon as the project 
is ready for unveiling Aylesworth 
will withdraw from his RCA con- 
nections and step in as head of the 
new link. 

With Aylesworth ceded the chief 
command McClelland would then 
assume direction of the sales divi- 
sion as well as the goodwill func- 
tioning, while the organization de- 
tails would be left to John H. Hol- 
man, a former American Telephone 
Co. exec. 











agency, 





Persons close to Aylesworth at 
NBC branded as nonsense the re- 
port of Aylesworth being interested 
in any third web promotion. NBC 
president is currently in Florida on 
vacation. 





Bob White’s Coin Discs 


Chicago, Jan. 22. 
Numismatic company is readying 
a new dise series which is expected 
to be on the ether early in Feb. 
It’s a script show and directed lo- 


cally by Bob White. 
Through the Guenther-Bradford 
agency here, | 


Klauber on Cruise 


Edward Klauber, CBS’s executive 
v.p., sailed with Mrs. Klauber Sat- 
urday (20) on the Santurnia for "| 


West Indies cruise. 
Klauber will make It a two-week | 
jabsence from his desk 
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BUIDE-BOOK FOR 
TATIONS’ USE 


Radio Code Authority Starts 
Functioning—Taking Up 
Talent Problems and 
Other Matters of Dispute | 








DUES PAYABLE 





Washington, Jan, 22. 

Guide-book of explanations 
comments on the broadcasting code 
provisions has been submitted to 
NRA by the broadcasting code au- 
thority for approval before being 
distributed to all stations. Booklet 
is intended to simplify code en- 
forcement and ré@uce correspond- 
ence volume. 

Many small stations, removed 
from scene of discussions, have in- 
dicated widespread confusion, par- 
ticularly over trade practice pro- 
visions, and requests for interpreta- 
tions and clarifying explanations 
are coming in in large numbers. 
Guide-book will be available for 
distribution within the next fort- 
night, it is hoped. 

Bills for code authority support 
covering calendar year 1934 have 
been sent out and response is ‘very 
encouraging, according to execu- 
tive secretary James W. Baldwin. 
Assessments are levied on a classi- 
fication basis, with stations grouped 
according to nature of facilities, 
Dues are payable quarterly, al- 
though numerous stations are kick- 
ing in with a single check. Scale is 
$200 for cleared channel and high 
power regionals; $50 for unlimited 


and 











regionals and limited cleared chan- 
nel; and $25 for limited regional 
and locals. 

Talent Aspects 


Appointment of committee of 
three members to map out study 
of radio artists situation was voted 
at meeting last week, but no fur- 
ther steps have been taken to date. 
Group includes John Shepard, 34, 
M. R. Runyon of Columbia, and 
saldwin. 

Plan is to discuss with represen- 
tatives of talent, Frank Gilmore, 
Eddie Dowling, and others, the ex- 
tent to which the study should be 
carried, the nature of problems 
which must be considered, and ob- 
jectives of the artist group. Dis- 
tinction between professionals and 
amateurs, definition of ‘artists,’ re- 
hearsal problems, economic factors, 
and similar questions will be re- 
ferred to this trio. 

Deadline on questionnaires about 
studio engineers has been set at 
Feb. 3 and follow-up letters to gal- 
vanize stragglers into action go out 
this week. 

With report on technicians slated 
to be in NRA hands by March 11, 
next meeting of the code commit- 
tee will be sometime in February. 
Group hasn’t adopted any regular 
schedule of sessions, leaving ma- 


jority of the work in Baldwin’s 
hands, ; 
Offices for the code authority 


have been set up in National Press 
Building in suite next to National 











Association of Broadcasters’ head- 
quarters. 
Everybody Knows What Job Is 
and Where 
Chicago, Jan. 22 
CBS New York publicity depart- | 
ment having charted their personne] | 


man’s dutie » that every- 
tell what the 


' , 1 . 
the liocai Columbias outfi 


and each 


body can particular 


job is 





Editor's Air Comment Brings Him - 
Into Delaware Court on Contempt 





Cheating the Kitty 


Chicago, Jan. 22 

Chicago NBC just noticing 
the depresh. Tardiness in 
coming to the weekly planning 
board meetings used to call for 
a fine of one dollar. 

Due to squawks the late ones 
are clipped now for only two- 
bits. All coin goes into a kitty 
for buying presents and what- 
nots for colleagues who get 
married or something, 


WIMJ START 
FACSIMILE 
RADIO 














Milwaukee, Jan. 22. 


Not only music but pictures and 


reading matter will be offered 
WTM,J listeners on Feb. 21 when 
the Milwaukee Journal station of- 


fers ‘facsimile transmission’ for the 
first time anywhere. Facsimile has 
been a threat of radio against news- 
paper enemies for some time. 
WTMJ's facsimilie was invented 
by John V. L. Hogan, builder of 
WTMJ's television equipment. The 
band between 1,600 and 1,700 kilo- 
cycles will be used on regular 
broadcast channels after regular 
night programs have been complet- 
ed. Station will be known as 
W9XAG and will use 1,000 watts. 
Radio pens which will record the 
pictures and printed matter will 
run about $50, according to present 
available figures, but with increased 
production there will most likely 
be a cut in price. One or two man- 
ufacturers have plans for putting 
radio pens into their new sets. 


Actor Eddie Dowling 
On Code Authority 


For Broadcasting 








99 


Washington, Jan. 22. 

Appointment of Eddie Dowling 
and Deputy Administrator William 
P. Farnsworth to the radio code au- 
thority as government representa- 
tives was announced by NRA Ad- 
ministrator Hugh S. Johnson last 
week. The General picked Marion 
K. Hedges, prominent labor statisti- 
cian, to participate in authority dis- 
cussions bearing on broadcast tech- 
nicians. 


Eddie Dowling is a prominent mu- 
sical comedy star widely known in 
Democratic politics on the 
side and a personal friend of Presi- 


dent Roosevelt, Al Smith and others. | 


KFLV Now WROK 


20ckford, Ill., Jan. 

Permission has been given KF LV 
to re-baptize itself WROK. New 
initials identy the station more 
vividly with the town. 

Dick Reed, formerly of WRBOW, 
Terre Haute, and Charles Hutchi- 
son from vaudeville are now 
tached to the station for production 
work, 


99 
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Wilmington, Jan. 

Charles M. Hackett, city editor 
of the Sunday Star, who broadcasts 
a nightly news program over WDEL 
here, summarily was haled before 
Judge David Reinhardt of General 
Sessions for contempt of court as 


a result of remarks about the judge 
in the news program the night be- 
fore. 

Because of the broadcast Judge 
Reinhardt declared a mistrial in the 
case of two state policemen accused 
of stealing confiscated liquor. The 
liquor theft, supposed to involve 
big and little politicians, has been 
splashing across the front pages of 
the dailies here for more than @ 
year. 

Station officials and lawyers said 
the court’s objection was to a mere 
statement by Hackett that the dep- 
uty attorney general in office when 
the rum was stolen from Penny 
Hill police station was a son of the 
judge sitting in the case. 

Hackett appeared before Judge 
Reinhardt Saturday and was given 
several days for his attorney to pre- 
pare a case. WDEL told the Star 
Hackett could resume with no cen- 
sorship if and when he pleased™™#? 
Star, the town’s ‘liberal’ sheet, 
merely carried a formal news story 
of the affair, which makes Hackett 
a hero around the state. 


Radio Target 
Practice by 
G.0.P. Starts 


Washington, Jan. 22, 

Calling for probe of alleged re< 
striction of free speech, Republican 
assault on Federal Radio Commis- 
sion dictatorship was launched last 
week by Senator Robinson of Indi- 
ana. Charges that constitutional 
guarantee of freedom of press and 
of speech have been thrown over- 
board were answered within 24 
hours by commission members, who 
issued emphatic and categorical 
denials. 

Robinson 








resolution would au-« 
thorize the Senate Interstate Com- 
merce Committee to ‘make an in- 
vestigation of the control exercised 
by the Federal Radio Commission 
over persons broadcasting through 
licensed broadcasting stations and 
the extent to which the freedom of 
speech of such persons has been 
restricted,’ Action was delayed 
and the proposal referred to the 
committee for study. 

Chief complaint aired in senate 
oratory was to the effect that 








broadcasters, fearful about their li- 
have throttled criticism of 
President Roosevelt and the new 
deal. cited several alle- 
gations that broadcasters have re« 
fused to permit speeches condemne- 
ing the administration. 

One instance called to senate at- 
tention involves NBC and Walter E. 


censes, 


tobinson 


Myers of Boston. A second case 
j}involved complaints by New York 
state assemblyman that WHAM 


had ruled him off the air because. 
he intended to criticize Postmaster 
General Farley in a radio speech. 
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$15-$25 and Plenty of Rehearsing 
As Radio Actors Wages Go Lower 


While the business of broadcast- 
ing continues on the 


have come out 


upgrade and 


personnel payrolls 
of their depression siough the sal- 


aries paid actors on network com- 
mercials are about the lowest in the 
history of the medium. Even dur- 
ing the slump the players in 
sketches and comedy acts were 
averaging between $40 and $50 a 
program. Now $35 per show is con- 
sidered a high level and $25 has 
become the average stipend. 
tesponsible for the sharpest 
clipping are the recording studios. 
These are paying the line readers 
off at the rate of $10 and $15 a pro- 
gram. General Broadcasting Co., 
which is doing the dramatic series 
for Hearst's American Weekly, 
has been making the $15 figure a 
regular thing for legit players with 
lots of Broadway background. 
Actors’ Equity Association has so 
far failed to establish with the ra- 
dio code authority a minimum 
wage or set of working conditions 
for the profesh in the industry. 


COWBOY OPERA 
BEFORE MIKE 





NBC's Radio City studios will see 
their first public performance of a 
horse opera within the next two 

2*ks when Ralston Purina’s ‘Tom 
Mix Adventures’ serial goes cos- 
tume and everything. It is the in- 
tention of the cereal packer to in- 
vite in the kid fans for the remain- 
ing 10 weeks of the script’s run. 

Commercial for some time has 
been deluged with letters asking for 
tickets to the broadcasts. Among 
the writers have been scoutmasters 
suggesting that they- be permitted 
to bring along their boy scout 
patrols. 


AUSTRALIAN RADIO 
EXEC SAILS FEB. 7 


A. E. Bennett, operating head of 
2GB, Sydney, Australia, who has 
been in this country the past three 
weeks studying chain and local sta- 
tion mcthods and problems, sails for 
home from San Francisco Feb. 7. 
He plans spending another week in 
New York before shifting his circle 
of inquiry to the west coast. 

Bennett's outlet is of the Aus- 
tralian class of station which has 
no connection with the government 
but functions strictly as a private 
commercial enterprise. Of the or- 
ganization which embraces this 
phase of . »tipodes radio, the Aus- 
tralian Federation of Broadcasting 
Stations, he is vice-president. 


Bristol-Myers Co. Takes 
Over Chicago Minit-Rub 


Chicago, Jan. 22. 

Purchase of the Minit-Rub com- 
pany by Bristol-Myers company is 
not expected to result in any imme- 
diate change in the broadcast cam- 
paigns for Minit-Rub. 

Continues on WGN _ with John 
Harrington and his daily sports re- 
view. 





‘Cuckoo’ Up Again 





General Motors will revive Ray 
Knight's ‘Cuckoo’ idea in March if 
the moior combine can find a suit- 
able evening half hour on NBC’s 
snhedule. Show if and when started 
will take a label of the A. C. Spark 
Plug, a G. M. product, 

In digging around for a_ spot 
G. M. wants to avoid anything that 
would be in opposition to the six 
nights a week series it’s supporting 
on CBS or the Jack Benny-Chevro- 
let stanza on NBC Sunday nights. 
‘Cuckoo’ affair has been off the air 
for over a year. Its last commer- 
cial connection was with Spring- 
field-Kelly Tire. 





Perfect Circle piston rings start 
on NBC for their weekly Sunday 
shot on Feb. 4 with the show orig- 
inating in New York though con- 
tract was sold in Chicago. 
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NEW CLARA, LU & EM 


Agency Decides to Kill Burlesque 
Exploitation 


Chicago, Jan. 22. 
Benton and Bowles agency is out 
on the Palmolive Clara, Lu and Em 
act. Has sent in Helen Strauss to 
work on angles which will sell the 
gossip trio in a new way. 








Idea is to exploit the girls as 
regular everyday women instead of 
portraying them to the public in a 
burlesque as washtub queens. Want 
to tell the public that the women 
are just acting and that offstage 
they’re upstanding femmes, 


NEGRO ‘HEAT WAVES’ 
SET BY SID STROTZ 


Chicago, Jan. 22. 

Sidney Strotz, NBC production 
manager, producing the ether’s first 
black-and-tan show. Goes on 
WENR, local NBC station, for a 
once weekly sustaining shot each 
Saturday night. 

Will be called ‘Heat Waves’ with 
Half-Pint Jaxon band and Four 
Knaves vocalists. Knaves’ act was 
picked up at a planning board au- 
dition last week. Theme tune of 
show is ‘Darktown Strutters’ Ball.’ 








Campagna Subsidiary 
West-of-Omaha Show 


Chicago, Jan. 22. 

DDD Corporation, Campagna com- 
pany subsid, going on the ether 
with a split NBC network this 
week. Once weekly for 30 minutes 
on an evening shot. Although the 
show will originate in Chicago its 
most easterly outlet will be Omaha 
and will take in the Pacific coast 
and mountain country NBC sta- 
tions. 

Show will have the Eric Saeger- 
quist all string orchestra with Don 
Ameche as m.c. Besides the mu- 
sic each program will have a com- 
edy blackout for the laugh punch. 





Gen. Tire Back Mar. 6 


Chicago, Jan. 22. 

General Tire company returns to 
NBC for a once weekly float on 
March 6. Blue network, 

Through the Hays MacFarland 
agency here and likely to be the 
same show as previously on NBC 
known as ‘Lives at Stake.’ 


CJLS, Yarmouth, Starts 


St. John, N. B., Jan. 22. 

CJLS, a new broadcasting sta- 
tion, has made its debut on the air 
at Yarmouth, N. S., with Laurie L. 
Smith as owner and manager. He 
is owner of a radio supply and 
servicing business in Yarmouth for 
several years. The _ broadcasting 
equipment was purchased from the 
Northern Electric Company, Mon- 
treal, and installed on the _ top 
floor of the leading hotel of Yar- 
mouth. 

New station is of 100 watts and 
will use from one to three daily 
programs of the CRC. License for 
the station was granted despite 
opposition from the publisher of 
one of the two Yarmouth newspa- 
pers, who claimed the station would 
interfere with the reception of the 


large stations broadcasting from 
Boston, New York City, Philadel- 
phia, Springfield, Mass.; Worces- 


ter, Mass.; Providence, R. LL; Hart- 
ford, Conn., etc.; also the Montreal 
and Toronto stations. 





Bauer & Black Half-Set 


Chicago, Jan. 22. 
Bauer and Black have signatured 
for a series on NBC with a twice 
weekly show hitting in the after- 


noons. That's all that anybody 
knows. 

When the show will start, what 
kind of show and what talent is 


still up in the air. Through the 
Needham, Lewis and Brorby agency 
here 








| Dusting the Attic 





(For the ’way-back-when on 
|| present day radio names, 

Varigety will exhume its New 
| Acts files on vaudeville which 
go back ower a period of 28 
years.) 





(March 7, 1919) 
PHIL BAKER 
Talking and Musical 
15 Mins.; One 
Audubon 

Phil Baker, formerly of Ber- 
nie and Baker and more re- 
cently an Auxiliary ‘Gob,’ is 
doing a single.... 

His manipulation of the ac- 
cordion is most pleasing, but 
his conception of comedy is 
faulty and if anything will 


hinder him. Mr. Baker also 
appears in the Century Roof 
show. 





The anonymous reviewer B. 
S. (before stooges) must have 
thought Baker looked tough, 
hence the ‘Mr.’ The Bernie re- 
ferred to as the other half of 
the dissolved team is Ben 
Bernie. 


CBS BROADWAY 
AIR THEATRE! 














Columbia will re-baptize the 
Hudson theatre (legit) on 44th 
street, New York, as the ‘Radio 


Playhouse’ when taking over that 
property Feb. 3 as a Times Square 
audience broadcasting studio. Open- 
ing night will be a gala all-star af- 
fair of CBS complete talent roster. 
Ribbon mikes will be used for the 
first time. 

Fred Waring show for Ford is 
among the commercials slated to 
use the Radio Playhouse. 





ASHCAN FOR BROMIDES 


WBT Bans Useless Phrases and 
‘Ladies and Gents’ 


Charlotte, N. C., Jan. 22. 

All greetings and all those songs 
have been completely eliminated 
from the broadcasts of WBT, on 
the order of W. A. Schudt, Jr., 
manager. 

‘Too much ‘good. evening ladies 
and gentlemen’ and ‘thank you’ was 
killing our audiences,’ Schudt ex- 
plains. ‘Such bromidic politeness, 
along with the theme songs, was 
dragging as much as two minutes 
from every program.’ 

Under new instructions all an- 
nouncements are cut down to a 
minimum, Programs start without 
any advance stalling. 

Phrase ‘ladies and gentlemen’ is 
completely barred to WBT an- 
nouncers, Other sterotyped phrases 
like ‘thank you’ or ‘good night’ are 
also in the discard. Programs are 
closed with: ‘You have just heard 
Such and Such. This is WBT.’ 


Radio Man’s Album Idea 
For F.D.R. Is Endorsed 


Asheville, N. C., Jan. 22. 

A suggestion by G. O. Shepherd, 
director of Station WWwNC, to 
Henry L. Doherty, chairman of the 
committee arranging the ‘Birthday 
Ball for the President’, on January 
30th, has been accepted and will re- 
sult in the President’s receiving a 
handsome album containing a card 
of admission to each of these social 
affairs, more than 56,000 in rmumber, 
from coast-to-coast. 

Shepherd suggested to Doherty 
that inasmuch as the President is 
an ardent collector, and will re- 
ceive nothing personally from this 
drive for the combatting of infan- 
tile paralysis through the Warm 
Springs Foundation, he would ap- 
preciate an album containing a card 
of admission from each of these 
‘Birthday Balls’. 


More NBC Fertilizer 


Tennessee Corp, has picked a 
Sunday afternoon spot on NBC to 
plug its garden fertilizer, Loma. 
Program consisting of an eight- 
piece combo batoned by Richard 
Clark and a lecture on gardening 
starts Feb. 18. 

Contract is for 12 stations on the 
red (WEAF and the agency rep is 
the Samuel C. Croot Co. This is 








Radio Should Explain . 


Hard times and official opposition hilled, or at least greatly reduced 
the once-rampant evil of those film schools which were bogus academies 
wherein innocent and naive souls were taken financially like a butcher 
strips the feathers from poultry. But hard times seem, reversely, to have 
encouraged the radio schools. And enough reports filter through from 
‘pupils’ to indicate that many of the radio schools are blood-kin in the 
| spirit of their money-getting to most of the old film schools. 











Viciousness of the radio schools is that they represent themselves as 
employment agencies, Pupils pay fees in the belief that its an advance 
commission on a job, Of course the schools deny this, assert they never 
make such a claim. That is literally if hair-splttingly true. But the 
pupils, not too bright no doubt, get a distinctly contrary impression 
By suggestion and implication. . 


Besides a carriculum in microphone technique, radio showmanship 
and other such imaginary sciences the schools have side-lines. Complete 
success in broadcasting is represented as rather impossible without spe- 
cial photographs showing the would-be entertainer crooning into a prop 
mike. Some of the schools are artfully disguised. Some have arrange- 
ments with one-lung stations that permit them, within the law, to make 
and keep the letter if not the spirit of business-getting promises. 


But, anyway they're figured, most of the radio schools are doing little 
to help the reputation of radio as a business. Every chump tells his 
story many times. And the chump and his sympathetic listeners don’t 


differentiate. It’s all radio to them. And, bitterly, they have found radio 
a come-on for saps. 


Radio is now beyond its infancy. Mushroon days are over. And some 
may question that broadcasting can remain indifferent to the outer 
fringe of rackets operating in the name and under the glamour of radio, 
More flagrant bamboozling has been stopped, mostly because the Fed- 
eral Radio Commission insisted that it stop. 





Radio, as an industry, might do well to publicly explain that it doesn’t 
honor diplomas from schools. 


Inside Stuff—Radio 





Personal scandal for radio, in the sense of involving serious police or 
moral charges, emerged last week in a big way. Radio generally has 
been fortunate in avoiding such publicity. 

Stories of two murders and one forgery charge broke into print with 
radio people as principals. Meanwhile, the tabs were spreading the 
Rudy Vallee-Fay’ Webb case. 





Radio code authority has agreed with the Music Publishers’ Protec- 
tive Associatoin that the bribery clause in the broadcasting industry’s 
NRA constitution should be broadened so as to include bands and war- 
blers picked up by remote control. It’s been the MPPA’s contention 
that unless the bribery clause’s authority is extended beyond the studio 
the purpose of the provision would be defeated. 

MMPA wants the broadcasters to declare as an unfair practice the 
acceptance of plug gratuities by band leaders and singers in hotels, cafe 
and other spots with radio outlets and to bar such offenders from the 
use of network or local station facilities. 


Columbia's claim of the previous week that during 1933 it sold more 
time than either NBC’s red (WEAF) or blue (WJZ) links prompted the 
latter web’s statisticians last week to do some of their own figure jug- 
gling along these lines. NBC took the total number of stations allied 
with it and divided them into the total number of hours sold last year 
and brought the resulting quotient down toa daily average, Arithmetical 
upshot gave each of the NBC stations a daily average commercial traffic 
of two hours and 34 minutes while the net clearing for each CBS outlet 
came to one hour and eight minutes. 

NBC's current setup takes in 87 stations. Columbia alliance consists 
of 83 stations for which there is a charge and five bonus outlets. 


Babe Ruth’s Club for Boys on the air (via wax) for Standard Oil of 
New Jersey and associated companies is reported to have drawn a mem- 
bership of 500,000 lads. This came out in the oil firm's answer to the 
complaint instituted by Secretary of the Interior Ickes in the District 
of Columbia Supreme Court seeking to stop the radio programs with 
their prize-giving tie-ups as a violation of the oil industry’s NRA code. 

Question of interpretation of what is, or is not, permissible in pre- 
miums is involved. Standard Oil claims that no purchase is required 
to participate in the contests and therefor it is not a business premium 
in the NRA sense. Government's idea is contrary. Boys to participate 
in contest for prizes must ride or drive, accompanied by an adult, into 
an Esso gasoline station. Technically they don’t have to purchase gas 
or oil, but the government assumes that in most cases the visit is likely 
to be followed by a sale. 

Standard Oil of New Jersey and the agency handling the account, 
McCann-Erickson, mulled over the proposal to take a cross country 
hookup and explain the refiner’s position in the controversy with the oil 
code authority, but decided to do nothing about it after querying CBS 
as to the time it had available for such program on last Tuesday night’s 
(16) schedule. Agency declares that its client is determined to go 
through with the recorded Babe Ruth show as is and that it has no 
intention of eliminating the giveaway angle from the air campaign. 


New York musicians’ union intends submitting to the Federation’s 
convention slated to be held in Cleveland in June a resolution asking 
that a uniform scale be applied to chain broadcasts regardless of the 
place of pickup. Prices to be suggested will be those in effect in New 
York, with the latter branch contending that this will stay the networks 
from picking up as sustaining programs studio aggregations in towns 
where the payoff is below the New York scale. 


Five midwest Iowa stations use some 70 inches of paid advertising in 
the Sunday Des Moines (Ia.) Register to advertise radio programs, local 
as well as the chain programs. Stations advertising include KSO, Des 
Moines; KWCR, Cedar Rapids; WIAS, Ottumwa; WMT, Waterloo, and 
WOI, Ames, 


Herman Bernie is branching out to handle some concert personalities. 
He has placed a couple with brother Ben’s guest star series for Pabst. 

Maestro Ben, now in Florida, will be shortly coast-bound to do “The 
jreat Magoo.’ While in Hollywood he will use guest stars from the film 
colony. 





NBC has been jamming itself up at some of the audience attended 
broadcasts by distributing more tickets than they have seats available. 
Overflow, due to this reason, has been particularly embarrassing in the 
case of Eddie Cantor-Chase & Sanborn programs Sunday aights. Show 
originates from the main studio, which holds around 1,000 persons. 

Entire ticket situation at the network has become so complicated that 





second fertilizer to go NBC, Other 











is Swift’s Vigoro from Chicago. 


the sale department has assigned a clerk to do nothing but take care of 
ducat requests. 
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WGN, a Widow, 


An Old Flame, for Get-Together 


—_—__—_—_— 4 


Chicago, Jan. 22. 

Entente cordiale between NBC 
and WGN, the Chicago Tribune sta- 
tion, is growing stronger. From 
frigid formality last year the two 
organizations have passed _ into 
gushing friendliness. It foreshad- 
ows the ultimate return of WGN to 
the NBC ranks within the year, ac- 
cording to inside info. They both 
feel the need of each other, WGN 
because of its present non-network 
isolation since its split with CBS, 
while NBC has some fears that it 
may be left with only one outlet in 
Chicago. And is looking to WGN 
as the second outlet if the present 
stations on NBC here should move 
or drop away. 

KYW (Hearst) is readying to 
move to Philadelphia following the 
radio commission’s okay. WLS, the 
indie Prairie Farmer station, has 
been plenty independent of late. 
Has been on the lookout for its own 
interests and has several times put 
NBC in an embarrassing position by 
refusing to accept certain shows, 
such as the Metropolitan Opera for 
Lucky Strikes. The only station 
NBC is sure of besides WENR is 
WMAQ. 

Beau Gestes 

Thus the reasons for the sweet 
friendship between NBC and WGN 
both outfits doing everything pos- 
sible for each other. NBC serves 
WGN from its own wires on all na- 
tional sustaining broadcasts such as 
President Roosevelt’s speeches, etc. 
On WGN’s part it can point to the 
case of the piano team of Platt and 
Nierman, which had been on the 


station snce it went indie. NBC 
auditioned the piano pair and 
wanted them. Team asked for a 
release from their contract to go 


to NBC and WGN smilingly agreed 
to let the team move over. 





Local newspapers regularly carry 
a box listing the so-called ‘best bets 
on the air.’ Score on Chicago Tri- 
bune listings in the past month are: 
NBC best bets-61, CBS best bets-0. 


Chicago Tribune. station, WGN, 
split with CBS on Nov. 1. 
Best bet listing on the other 


dailies in Chicago are as follows: 





Daily News...NBC-146 CBS-73 
Herald-Ex ...NBC-103 CBS -33 


American ,....NBC-432 CBS-138 
re JBS-125 CBS-71 


NBC has two networks to Colum- 
bia’s one and most of the dailies 
have NBC tie-ups. 


VAUDE ACTOR MADE 


St. Louis, Jan. 22. 

General shift in KMOX’s person- 
nel has Robert Hafter in as pro- 
gram manager. Bradford Simpson 
moved up to the designation of pro- 
duction director and Nancy Frazer 
heading publicity. 

Hafter comes from vaudeville 
where he did a song and patter act 


under the billing of Hafter and 
Paul. Simpson was formerly with 
KFI, Los Angeles, while Miss 


Frazers’ last contact was as propa- 
gandist for the drug and food inter- 








ests against the Tugwell Bill. 


——— — 


Pratt as News Spieler 


Chicago, Jan. 22. 
Ben Pratt last week auditioned 
for the John C. Smyth furniture 
company with a news reporting and 
talking show. If and when the 
sponsor decides show will go on one 
of the NBC stations here. 
Pratt holds title of chief of the 
NBC press department in Chicago 
but is inactive in that connection 


| Lady 





Radio Phobia 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 22. 

Radio’s No. 1 amateur critic, 
Carl Negley, of Pittsburgh, got 
from one to 12 months in jail 
here last week because he dis- 
approved not with words but 
With a revolver. Last Novem- 
ber, Negley said, he was trying 
to go to sleep while the radio 
in the apartment above him 
blared forth incessantly. 

Unable to stand it any longer 
he pulled a gun and fired it 
through the ceiling. With al- 
most unerring aim Negley’s 
shot came within inches of the 
offending air set. Police were 
ealled and they arrested the 
marksman. 

‘I don’t care if I get 10 years,’ 
he told the arresting officers, 
‘it was worth it. I hate radios 
and I couldn’t stand it any 
longer.’ 

He plead guilty to a charge 
of pointing firearms and the 
sentence in criminal court fol- 
lowed. 











1,000,000 Sets 
Added in U. S. 
During 1933 


Survey now being conducted by 
CBS indicates that the accumulated 
figures will show that there are at 
least 18,000,000 homes in this coun- 
try owning radio sets. Total rep- 
resents a boost of around 1,000,000 
sets over the number that prevailed 
as of around the same period the 
year before. 

For the current analysis Colum- 
bia’s sources of data collecting are, 
as it has been for previous similar 
studies, the retailers, distributors 
and manufacturers of receiving sets. 


Billy Sunday Quizzed 
By H. L. Mencken Is 
Esty [dea for Camels 








William Esty 
a series of freak 


agency is framing 
interviews for the 


Camel show. How freak can be 
gleaned from the fact that they 
want Billy Sunday quizzed (and 


toasted) by H. L. Mencken as their 
first offering, Mencken is the na- 
tion’s number one evangelist-baiter. 

Do Re Mi femme harmony team 
is off the Camel show. Another 
change made by the Esty agency is 
arrangements for Casa Loma or- 
chestra to be picked up from the 
Essex House instead of broadcast- 
ing from the CBS studios. Figured 
the Essex House is a better set- 
tinge for Casa Loma’s style of dan- 
sapation. 


LADY ESTHER LIKES NBC 


Chicago, Jan. 22. 


New contracts of the Lady Esther | 
i}show on NBC 
ithe Wednesday and 


for 52 weeks for 
Sunday shows. 


eall 


orchestra is 
program. SI 


Wayne King 
Esther 
through the Stack-Goble agence) 
here, 


CAMPAIGN 


cago, Jan. 22. 


ROGERS SPOON 


ie 
s silverware 


Early in March Roge 


will sweep in new 


company with a 
a series ol! 


This 


aqalo Call if 
spot 
as a follow-up of their present sou- 


mpaign through 


comes 


announcements. 


| venir spoon campaign. 


Mary Louise Thomason is the 
new program director of Station 
KFXR, Oklahoma City. She suc- | 


ceeds Doris Riley, who held the job 
three years. 


Announcements will hit once daily 
six times a week over a six-months 


neriod. 


the | 


otted | 


BASEBALL AS 


Flirts With NBC, 


+ a 


M0 CHIT ICOM 
BY ANNOUNCERS 


Chicago Clubs Granted Ex- 


tensive Powers of Censor- 


Games Daily 


UMPIRES SAFE 





Chicago, Jan. 22. 
Chicago Broadcasting stations 
have granted radical concessions to 
the two major league _ baseball 
jteams to obtain permission’ to 
| broadcast the daily games this 
|summer. Stations give the baseball 





jclubs a guarantee that all com- 
iment on the play-by-play, the 
weather conditions, decisions of 


umpires, fights, accidents, and any- 
thing that happens within the ball 
|park shall be favorable. No neg- 
lative comment, no criticism of 
|players or officials, nothing about 
foul balls striking patrons, and no 
announcers asides calculated to 
give listeners the impression that 
beside the radio is a better place 
to be than in the park itself is to 
be permitted. 

In addition the radio stations will 
|make five 25-word announcements 
| between 10 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. daily. 
Copy for these announcements is 
to be prepared by the _ baseball 
management. 
| Although both teams, Cubs (Na- 
tional) and White Sox (American) 
j}have granted permission to local 
stations during the past three sum- 
j mers the clubs were on the fence 
this year about the value of radio. 
Other teams in other cities and or- 
ganized baseball in general feels 
that broadcasts discourage paid at- 
tendance. Chicago teams were 
tending to line up with this school 





| 


of thought when the Chicago sta- 
tions came through with their 


proposition to practically let base- 
ball tell them how and what to 
broadcast. 
Box Office Test 

Substantially the Chicago sta- 
tions are seeking to prove to the 
| baseball teams that radio helps at- 
tendance. Whole emphasis of the 
broadcasts is to build up baseball. 
Vast amount of free space ac- 
corded the game by daily news- 
papers has been a factor in other 
cities in elubs deciding against 
broadcasts. However, in Chicago, 
practically every newspaper has a 
radio affiliate. 

Newspapers derive revenue from 





| baseball through circulation only 
while stations sell the broadcasts 
to advertisers. Four or five sta- 


tions in Chicago have been able to 
obtain sponsors each summer for 
the past three or four years. Thus 
baseball not only solves the prob- 
lem of staying on the air during the 
long, dull summer afternoons but 
solves the problem profitably. 
New contracts which were sig- 
natured last week give the baseball 
clubs censorship over the 
well as the station and powers 
lof arbitrary cancellation. 
,time and character of the five daily 
'25-word announcements is also all 
in favor of the clubs. Stations can- 
inot slough these announcements or 





le 
as 


| convenience, 
Too Much 
At first the baseball 
insisted on the right 
should do the announcing 


clubs 
to designate 


but 


his was too much. Stations 
ed saying that newspapers 
hose their own baseball writers 
nd stations must be allowed to 
se their own baseball commen- 


rs, Clubs gave in. 

If the Chicago stations 
in making out a case for the value 
lof play-by-play broadcasts on a 
of box office arithmetic this 
immer it is certain other stations 
in other cities will use such evi- 
next year to break down re- 
for themselves. 


basis 


} 
dence 


| cistanre 


ship Over All Comment— 
Stations Give Five Free 
Announcements Prior to. 


sponsor | 


Specified | 


slip them in anywhere at their own 


even | 
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From NBC; 


Military Rhumba 








Havana, Jan. 17. 

Castro Bros. orchestra has 
been burning since October 
when they furnished the music 
} for the NBC network broad- 
cast of Pres, Grau San Mar- 
| tin’s speech. 
| They were advertised 
Cuban Army Band. 


RIVAL GROUPS 
SEEK CONTROL 
OF WEBR 


as 











Baltimore, Jan. 22. 
As result of differences between 
the two groups of stockholders, both 


of which are seeking control over 


WFBR, last week’s annual stock- 
holders meeting and election of of- 
cers was cancelled when the outside 
faction obtained an injunction pre- 
venting the ballot casting. 

Judge Eugene O’Dunne granted 
the injunction on strength of suit 
instituted by Wallace Bryan on be- 
half of Alfred Dohme, vice-prexy of 
Baltimore Radio Show, Inc., corpo- 
rate title of WFBR; H. C. Griffin, 
trustee named under last year’s vot- 
ting trust, and Morris Mechanic. 
Latter also operates New theatre. 

Suit, brought against Robert Mas- 
lin, pres., and Hope Barroll, jr., a 
trustee, granted on grounds that 
litigation now pending over disputes 
as to ownership of certain group 
shares of company’s stock, which, it 
was intimated, would throw opera- 
tive control to one faction or the 
other definitely. Figured useless to 
hold election resultant in certain 
conflict between opposing factions 
that would stall each other to a 
standstill. 

Action came as unsurprising rev- 
erberation to the intra-directorate 
wrangles of past year, during which 
period Mr. Maslin, as president, has 
met with violent dissension from 
opposing group on policy and man- 
ner of WFBR’s operation. 








Charlotte Dailies Listing 
Radio Only in Paid Space 


Charlotte, N. C., Jan. 22. 
WET programs are back in 
Charlotte newspapers as paid ad- 


The 
presenting 
schedule, using 

sponsors—for 


vertising. Carolina Baking 
the daily 

the full 
the first 


company is 
program 
names of 
| time, 


WSOC 





| programs reappeared in 
| Charlotte dailies several weeks ago, 
| prese nted by Shaw-Horton Tire 
| Company, 

| Managing Editors B. S. Griffith 
;of the News and Ernest Hunter of 
| the Observer, said that the attitude 
'of the toward radio pro- 
as news had not 
changed since these papers led the 


papers 
| press of the country in barring ra- 
| 


grams carried 


dio several months ago. The disso- 
lution of the Columbia news service 
j}has had no bearing on. the matter, 
| they both say. 

| o- = — — 

| Nyal’s 55 Discs 
Chicago, Jan. 22 

| N} drug company starts a radio 
disc campaign over 55 stations on 
Jan. 29, covering Maine to Califor- 
nia. Through the Reinche-Ellis- 
Younggren and Finn agency here 
and to run one time weekly for 13 
| weeks plus two announcements each 
| week for the same 13-week run. 

| Shows run 15 minutes per disc | 
land are all musical with Charles 


| Sears and Don McDonald warbling | 


oaps Have Almost Same Show 
Climalene Squawks 


. 


99° 


Chicago, Jan. 22, 
Because a rival account's show 


was too similar to its own program 


the Climalene company put up 
a howl to NBC last week and forced 
the network to rearrange the rival 


Offending program was the 
Soap Flakes ace 
Procter & Gamble 


show. 
American Family 
count, subsid of 
company. 

On American Soap Flakes show 
was the Harold Stokes band, King’s 
Jesters and Edna O'Dell. On the 
Climalene Carnival are the Stokes 
orchestra, King’s Jesters and Adele 
Starr. Climalene’s squawk is that 
they are on a network while Soap 
Flakes show is only on a local NBC 
station. Also that Climalene has 
been on NBC for some time already 
and therefore deserve first consid- 
eration. They were also particular- 
ly put out because not only are the 
shows similar but also the products. 
Besides both are daylight programs. 

As the result NBC yanked the 
Stokes orchestra off the American 
Family show. Are continuing the 
King’s .Jcsters under another name, 


RADIO COLUMN 
FOR Cl ‘TRIB 


Chicago, Jan. 22, 

Chicago ‘Tribune’ is finally quit- 
ting its long standing snub of radio. 
After seven years of no radio col- 
umn in the Tribune, except on Sune 
days, the paper will this week ine 
stitute a daily ether news column 
and listing under the guidance of 
Larry Walters. Walters has been 
handling the Sunday Tribune radio 
column. 

Paper will carry full listings of all 
Chicago stations but will have no 





trade names in any radio listings, 
This holds even on the Tribune’s 
«KY 


own station, W¢ 


Bares 


Public, Prime Minister 
Conflict in Taste 


On Cowboy Yodeler 


Winnipeg, Jan. 22, 
Richard Bedford 
minister of Canada, has designated 


sennett, prime 
himself to be Canada’s radio censor, 
but it’s unofficial, 

Some weeks ago, somebody down 


at Ottawa reputedly twitted R. B. 
about his home town, Calgary, be- 
ing an out-and-out ‘cow’ town, 
Reason was that Canadian Radio 
Commission headlined Wilfred 
Carter, yodelling cowboy, over a 
regional network from Calgary. 

R. B. no like, so he told CRC to 
put yodeler off the air. Hlorace 
Stovin, CRC western program 4di- 
rector, was amazed, because Carter 
had established a record as the best 
letter-getter In Canadian radio. 


Sues Radio Organist 





Albany, N. Y., Jan. 22. 

Elmer A. Tidmarsh, Albany 
chorus master and organist, who 
broadcasts over WGY from Union 
College chapel, is being sued for 
divorce by Mrs, Louis Nichols Tid- 
marsh. He will contest. 

Couple have three childré Name 
iof the alleged correspondent j not 
i'mentioned in papers filed with Mrs, 
| Tidmarsh’s action, 
| 
} 

Trusty Frank Arrives 
Chicago, Jan. 22. 

J. Walter Thomy n agency 
|gathered all the local radio actors 
last week for auditions of an air 
series of Frank Merriwell stories, 
the boys’ delight. 

Two po ible cliente 
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Radio Chatter 





New York 


Adele Hatton, who appeared in 
the former ‘Music Box Revues,’ de- 
buts for Columbia on the Blue Coal 
programs. She will sing French 
and English songs. 

Borrah Minevitch bowed on WOR, 
Newark, for Reid's ice cream Tues- 
day (16). Boyle, Zipprodt agency 
on the account. 

Jack Benny's palavering with 
MGM about making a picture is at 
an end. Comic was leery about the 
production that would be turned 
out and figured there wasn’t enough 
money in it to take a chance on 
jeopardizing his standing on the 
air. 

Johnny Martin of WEAF has been 
singing at the Sanford, Irvington, 
N. J., and will make appearances at 


other Jersey neighborhoods usually 
straight pic houses. 
John H. Young, NBC spieler, 


starts dishing out a course on ‘Radio 
Orientation’ at Washington Square 
College Feb. 6. He'll split the fees 
with the treasurer's office. 

Robert Braine, pianist-composer, 
auditioned an ensemble at NBC. 

Nick Kenny is now reading his 
own poetic compositions on NBC. 
So far the ‘Mirror's’ radio columnist 
has nudged himself in on the Landt 
Trio and White, the Don Hall Trio 
and the Jolly Bill Steinke programs. 

Bert Green (Mrs. Leon Warren- 
0), Al McCoswer'’s sect, at WOR, 
is in French hospital recovering 
from an appendix lifting. 

Tastyeast has renewed Baby Rose 
Marie for another 13 weeks on WJZ. 

Lee Leonard, contralto, is doing a 
series for WOR. It’s 5:45 p. m. 
Mondays. 

Ruby Cowan is getting a private 
auditions layout from NBC. 

Prince Mike Romanoff is making 
the rounds of booking agents look- 
ing for a radio commercial. Ira H. 
Knaster introduced the royal ex 
pants presser to mike through the 
former's Thursday night (18) stanza 


Del Casino has gone WOR three 
nights a week. 

CBS’ announcenent that it has 
leased the Hudson theatre for audi- 
ence broadcasts prompted the New 
York radio eds to recall that Co- 
lumbia had done a lot of decrying 
of the studio audience practice. 

Standard Brands won't rescind its 
objections to Dave Rubinoff being 
carried sustaining by NBC even if 
the Roosevelt and the other hotel in 
the United chain offer to use Chase 
& Sanborn coffee exclusively. 

Mrs. James Dall, President 
Roosevelt's daughter, will exchange 
amenities with Emily Post on the 
Salada tea session over WOR this 
Friday (26). 

Benton & Bowles has again audi- 
tioned ‘The Vagabond King’ tab for 
Palmolive. Account will give it an 
NBC if and when okayed all 
around, 

George Corey, J. Walter Thomp- 


East 


Brother Sonny and Dorothy, WGY 
kid ‘entertainers, okayed on their 
audition in NBC's studios for future 
roles in Madge Turner's ‘Lady Next 
Door.’ While in New York they 
visited, at WEVD, Roland Bradley, 
former WGY announcer-continuity 
writer, who originally directed them 
in the ‘Children’s Theatre of the 
Air’ progra.n. 

Boys in WGY's control room no 
like the Kentucky corncob pipe now 
smoked by Announcer Jim Cornell. 
Heater given to Cornell by Bradley 
Kincaid, hill-billy singer. 

Mary Zoller, former WGY instru- 
mentalist and singer, is now playing 
theatre dates with the Radio Hay- 
makers, an NBC-booked act. 

New weekly feature on WDEV, 
Waterbury, Vt., is Sunday school 
lesson by Rev. Robert Clark each 
Saturday morning. 

Gladys McCabe is 
children’s programs on 
Burlington, Vt. 

Shorty and His Musical Rubes 
struggled along on occasional dance 
dates until joining WDEV, Water- 
bury. Demand on orchestra for 
dance work now greater than it can 
handle. 

WDEV, Waterbury, gets a large 

share of its advertising from New 
Hampshire in spite of the fact that 
the station is located in the center 
of Vermont. 
Russ Brinkley, ‘flying announcer’ 
and pilot Lou Strickler of Latrobe, 
Pa., are doing a series of short- 
wave test broadcasts from an aero- 
plane. Brinkley has been con- 
nected with WLBW, Erie and WHP., 
Harrisburg. 

Gypsy Nina, CBS singer-accord- 
ionist, guest-starred for one night 
on the Paradise Ship, floating night 
club docked at Troy. Felix Ferd- 
inando’s orchestra is playing on the 
Ship, which has a wire to way, 
Schenectady, affiliate of the NBC. 
Frank Foti, Bridgeport Symphony 





directing the 
WCAX, 


conductor, delving into pop music 
in weekly WICC string ensemble 
program, with Billie Herman 
warbling. 

Frederic Smithson, WICC pian- 
ist, picked to accompany Dorothy 


Sands, mime, in her one-night 
Bridgeport recital. 

Herbert Trolle, '29 Connecticut 
Atwater-Kent tenor, spotted Friday 
morns on WICC, Bridgeport, with 
Clarence Cable at piano. 

Wally Comeau’s Silver Rhythm 
Kings, Meriden, piping through New 
Haven studios of WICC. 

Done with her WICC commercials, 
Jane Dillon, impersonator, hired to 
star in Bridgeport Manhattan Play- 
ers’ stock version of ‘Stella Dallas.’ 


WCBM, Baltimore, inaugurating 
program frankly framed for in- 
dividual nationality consumption. 


It's a weekly half-hour of strictly 
Italian music dished by newly or- 
ganized orchestra under direction 
of Philip Povenza. First ’cast in- 





son, p.a., is in for another transfer. 
This time it’s from the Cincy to 
Chicago office. 

Arthur Bergh moves to the west 
coast for Lennen & Mitchell as pro- | 
ducer of the Old Gold show with 
Ted Fio Rita and Dick Powell, leav- 
ing Gregory Williamson, ex NBCite, 
to do the agency’s program building 
on the New York end. 

Beachnut debating whether to pull 
the ‘Red Devils’ serial on NBC. 

Leo Donelly again getting a hear- 
ing from NBC. Some networks pro- 


fran board also gave an ear to 
Roland Young's voice. 


Whistlers are starting to get a 
break on the air. WOR has one in 
Robert McGimsey and now NBC is 
trying to find out what it can do 
with Fred Lowery’'s birdy talents. 





Chicago 


Stan Hubbard of KSTP in town 
on his way east. 

Ruth Farley and Jane Carpenter 
auditioning now for both RCA- 
Victor and CBS, with script scrib- 
bled by Jimmy Savage of B&K 

Vance McCune of the Big Brother 
club on NBC now playing week-end 
vaude dates. 

Jim Cook doubling from NBC 
publicity to an actor spot as the 
prosecuting attorney in the Uptown 
Players’ production of ‘If Booth Had 
Missed.” 

Harry Henneman, Jr. is the new 
member of Charlie Agnew’s band, 


replacing Stanley Jacobsen as bari- 


tone sax and clarinet tooter. 

Among the latest Florida-hunters 
are Les Atlass and Andrew Karzas. 

Paul Kapp now has fancy offices 
on the Drive in the 430 building. 

Quin Ryan set ‘or a trip to Mex- 
ico starting March first. 

Reinald Warrenrath now Chi's 
ace guester, repeating on the Real 
Silk show and doubling for Clima- 
lene. 

Paul Mills, newest salesman to 
join WOWO, Fort Wayne. 

Lou Lohman, WOWO organist is 
back from Chi, where he assisted in 
recording score for new film, ‘The 
Death Parade’, 

Larry Philbrick orchestra at 
Casa Loma Club, Rockford, Illinois, 


lof WFBR, 


cludes Maria Taluacchia and Jean 
Culotta as vocalists. 

Joe Imbroguilo, who formerly 
waved wand over pit ork at Ford's 
theatre, now musical director 
Baltimore. 

Rene Andre, hair stylist, derived 
terrific kick out of initial chance to 


\air his knowledge over WBAL, 
3altimore. 
Since Bert Hanauer’s been ap- 


pointed production mgr. at WFBR, 


he’s toting pad-’n’-pencil all over 
j3altimore soliciting gags from the 
boys. 


Chester Mahl, WFBR 
director, entertained for Senator 
Phillips Lee Goldsborough during 
latter’s visit to Baltimore last week. 
Bernie Kravitz ork over WCBM 
and GBC pick-up gives Sherry’s 
distinction of being first Baltimore 
niterie to dish dansapation over a 
chain. 
Helen Fenneman making ether 
debut over WCBM, Baltimore. 
Snapped up after Harris Kirk of 
station's staff got an earful of her 
fiddle-scraping at a church service. 
John Elmer, prexy WCBM, Balti- 
more, narrowly escaped _ possible 
death when mysteriously fired bullet 
pierced window of r. r. carriage on 
which he was riding, and passed 
within few inches of his head. 
William Hedges, general manager 
of KDKA, has had three-minute 
time-glasses placed on the desk of 
every station executive just to re- 
mind them that long-distance calls 
cost money. 


West 


Billy Wayne and Ann Linn writ- 
ing a serial ‘Famous Fakes of His- 
tory’ for discing by Radio Produc- 
tions, Los Angeles. 

Homer Canfield, Glendale, Cal., 
newspaperman, is now a regular on 
KNX, Hollywood, with two weekly 
15-min. singing programs. 

Benny Fields, m.c.,ing the coast 
CBS Shell Show for the last three 
weeks went into the feature spot 
on tonight's (22) program as a regu- 
lar contributing a series of ‘song 
stories.’ Rush Hughes, handled an- 
nouncements while Jimmy Dunn 


prosram 





and broadcasting over WROK. 


was the guest artist from films. 


Mid-West 


Barn Dance unit at WOC-WHO 
has been increased to two hours 
running time, and includes 60 in its 
personnel—every member an lowan. 

WSUI, voice of the University of 
Iowa, Iowa City, Ia., dramatizing 
ictivities of the University of Iowa 
in 7:45 to 8 o'clock night programs. 
Broadcasts directed to new stu- 
dents, especialy those desiring to 
register for the new semester in 
offing. 

Walkathon opened cold in Rock- 
ford, Illinois, but whipped up to a 
lather when WROK started pushing 
it. Hitting as high as 5,000 at- 
tendants now. 

Paul Rohwer takes position of 
plant operator at KFAB-KOIL left 
vacant by departure of Art Ryberg 
for WHO. He has formerly worked 
at WOW, Omaha, WTMJ, Milwau- 
kee, and KEFOR, Lincoln, but has 
not been engaged in radio work the 
past year. 

Merle Jones takes place of Mike 
Cavanaugh on WAAW, Omaha, 
Texas Crystal program instead of 
Claude Cady as anounced. 

John Henry, KOIL-KFAB boss, 
featured by Editor and Publisher 
as one of country’s best quip- 
writers and editorial paragraphers. 
With the departure of John Dil- 
son, former Bainbridge dramatic 
stock stage director and actor, to 
Hollywood, the character of Tim in 
the ‘Teena and Tim’ comedy skits 
over WCCO, Minneapolis, has been 
temporarily eliminated. Dilson 
played the role since the inception 
of the broadcast two years ago. 
Douglas Baldwin has been added to 
the cast and a ‘new Negro character 
created for him to play. 

Heinie, leader of WTMJ's Gren- 
adiers, on a ten day vacation. 

H. Cc. Burkes, from Milwaukee, 
on their way to California via New 
York, the Panama Canal and the 
warm Pacific Coast. 

Dorothy Jubelier has deserted 
Milwaukee radio in favor of a rest 
in her native Pittsburgh. 

Roy Blossom, manager of WFBM, 
Indianapolis, back home after a trip 
to Washington, D. C., and New 
York, 

Bill Telaak over from the Lyric 
to put on a radio act over WFEBM, 
Indianapolis. 

Walter Hickman, dramatic crick 
of the Times, interviews vaude acts 
on WKBF, Indianapolis. 

Steve Wilhelm has his wife down 
to help him as Mr. and Mrs. In- 
dianapolis during early morning 
program on WKBF. 

Indianapolis Times training its 
big guns on the Power and Light 
ompany includes utilities’ station 
WFEPM in front page barrage. 

A.~ & P. and Krogers fighting it 
out with 15-minute transcriptions 
on WFBM, Indianapolis, both com- 
missions coming nationally. 

Russ Rennacker added to the en- 
gineering department of WFBM, In- 
dianapolis. 

John Sirmyer, manager for Cecil 
and Sally’s personal appearance 
show returning to familiar scenes 
when the show opens at the Para- 
mount Feb. 3-6 since his father, Col. 
E. A. Sirmyer was in command at 
the Army Post here in 1927 and 
1928. 

KSO set for broadcasts by Cec:l 
and Sally, Kate Smith and Olsen 
and Johnson when they make per- 
sonal appearances at Des Moines 
theatres in the next few weeks. KSO 
also bringing in the Morin sisters 
for the automobile show, Feb. 18-2+. 
Al Morey, WOC-WHO artist, to 
have the Des Moines automobile 
show orchestra. 

Kate Smith for a personal appear- 
ance at the RKO Orpheum, Des 
Moines, Jan. 30. 


South 


Joseph Flynt, of Holly Springs, 
Miss., has joined WLW, Cincy. 

Meeting of the sub-committee of 
the three Alabama state colleges, 
owners of WAPI, has been called 
by Gov. B. M. Miller for Jan. 24 
to consider further the leasing of 
the station to Bascom Hopkins for 
15 years. Hopkins now has the 
station but wants at least a 15-year 
lease before he spends $30,000 for 
increasing the power. 

Francis Craig and WSM, Nash- 
ville, orchestra providing program 
at the Chevrolet Show, Nashville. 

Lasses White of station WSM, 
Nashville, directing a minstrel show 
assisted by Honey Wild to be given 
at the Orpheum theatre Feb. 1 by 
the men's class of the Blakemore 
Methodist church, 

Leslie Fox of station WSM has 
recently returned to Nashville from 
a business trip to Chicago. 

Larry Walker, singing pianist, has 
been drafted from WBT, Charlotte, 
N. C., for commercial program in 
Miami, Fla. 

Grady Cole, sports announcer ani 
newscaster for WBT, Charlotte, N. 
C., has completely recovered from 
an eye injury received. while on 2 
Christmas hunting trip. 

Luther Bullington, Dixle Networ!} 
telegrapher for WBT, Charlotte, N. 
C., gets a new car—because boot- 
leggers stole his old one and then 

(Continued on page 37) 

















——$——— 
a 


Aw Line News <i 


By Nellie Revell 


Auto shows throughout the country are developing into good things 
for radio performers. When the shows were in New York a number of 
actors secured work as spiclers for the various exhibits, Henry Ford's 
own show using several, Joe Penner, now touring in vaude, has 
more than a week’s time, in three shows, in this type booking. In ad- 
dition, Gypsy Nina will play the Washington, D. C., auto show Jan. 27 
and Scranton and Wilkes-Barre Feb. 5 week. 


also 


Reser a Professor 

Harry Reser has taken space in an office building and will open, in 
about a month, a new music school, all of the instructors being well- 
known radio musicians, including himself. Courses will cover all ine 
struments and in addition to solo instruction will include orchestra work 
for the students. 

WOR and Overseas ASCAP 

WOR is discontinuing its second oldest sustainer, ‘Red Lacquer and 
Jade,’ and will replace it with the only American broadcast of Euro- 
pean songs held copyright by the European Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers, WOR being the only station in the U. S. being a 
member of this society. Program will feature Vera Brodsky and George 
Shackley. 


Byrd Show’s Probation 

Unless broadcasting conditions improve, the Saturday 
broadcasts may be discontinued. Laurence Stallings 
for the show and will be heard with the orchestra. 
agreed to continue the broadcasts until Byrd's large antenna is built, 
but after that, unless the improvement is noted, the commercial will 
cease. Gordon Graham, singer, is off the New York end of the broad- 
cast. 


night Byrd 
has been signed 
General Foods has 


Niles With Seymour 
David Niles, formerly of WMCA, is now with Seymour Advertising 
Co. Under his direction Charles Sherman is writing scripts for Roland 
Young, Oliver Wakefield and Eddie Hunter. He is also handling the 
Ritz Bros. for radio. 


Gossip 

Elsie Janis was at CBS last week, offering her old Elsie Janis and her 
Gang revue which played at the George M. Cohan theatre 14 years ago 
with a cast of all ex-service men....Hank Kenny, NBC engineer, has a 
new loud speaker at his house. It’s a girl....Harold Brown, formerly 
of Radio Digest and Radio Business, is starting a new weekly called The 
Sponsor.,..Peggy Wood, from legit, and Ray Shannon are being offered 
to air sponsors....Reid’s Ice Cream Co. threw a party after the Borrah 
Minevitch broadcast last week and the dessert was apple pie and 
cheese. Pete Dixon is writing the shows and together with Eileen is 
playing in them....Mrs. G. W. (Johnny) Johnstone lost her mother 
last week....When Kate Smith played Minneapolis she wrote that 
she was thankful she found, for once, more Olsens than Smiths in the 
telephone directory....Jane Froman will return to the Linit program 
Jan. 28. She's in Florida now recuperating from a case of too much 
work....Dick Hoffman, Jr., touring with Joe Penner on his vaude dates, 
will make the announcement pickups....Joey Nash is recovering from 
an abscessed ear that caused him to miss a few broadcasts....Boris 
Morros with his Paramount Back Stage show will be off the air Jan. 
27 to make room for the Patrolmen’s Benevolent Ass’n show. 





Short Shots 

Heywood Broun, Lulu McConnell, Walter Preston, Jerry Lesser and 
Lee Reiser auditioned for Yuban coffee last week....NBC has given a 
sustaining to Neil Kent....Arthur Herbert off a sustainer at CBS.... 
Palmolive soap auditioned a ‘Vagabond Lover’ idea, plan being for a 
15-minute shot five times weekly....George Gershwin is set on the 
Feenamint show....*‘Three Scamps’ set for three guest appearances on 
the Camel program....It’s Phil Cook and not Harry Hershfield who 
got the Chock Full o’Nut show at WOR....Alfred Simon, who composed 
the theme song Andre Kostelanetz is using on the Benchley-Marsh- 
Buick program, is a brother of Victor Simon of Simon and Schuster, 
He is also doing a two piano musical comedy broadcast every Thursday 
with Richard Devine on WBNX....Irving Kaufman has a unique cone 
tract. He receives so much for each station....Milt Herman, radio actor, 
suffering from laryngitis, may be kept from working permanently. 


Stand Bys 
Russell John's songs are selected by his secretary, a former song plug- 
ger....A new commercial with Michael Bartlett and a trio has forced 
Pan American Panoramas off WOR....El Brendel is looking at radio 
work....Ann Harding, not the picture star, but a CBS press depart- 
mentite, celebrated a birthday last week and was given a party by the 
department. Quite a shindig....Sybil Siegal, now with WNEW in the 
Commercial Traffic Dept....Liberty Magazine auditioned a sketch called 
Liberty Previews at NBC, actors including Rose Keane, wife of Herman 
Shumlin, Ned Weaver, Paul Stewart, Jimmy Meighan and Chas. Can- 
tor....Tito Guizar is in the new revue at the Palais Royale....Edwin 
Franko Goldman auditioned for Canada Dry last week....John Seagle 


| has reorganized the Cavaliers quartet, the group now consisting of Fred 


Keating, Morton Bowe, John Seagle, Stanley McClelland and Lee Mont- 
gomery accompanist....Connie Miles, make up man of the New York 
American, is listed for a spot appearance on the Fleischmann show as 
well as a CBS sustaining spot. 
Scrambled Notes 

Gus Edwards auditioned one of his many shows for Young and Rubi- 
cam....Mayvtag washing machine auditioning at NBC....Ben Bernie's 
sister and Phil Baker's sister operate a reducing milk farm at Harrison, 
N. Y.....Several changes due in the CBS shows General Motors is 
sponsoring, with Robert Benchley being dropped. His managers are 
protesting, claiming it marks a breach of contract. And Benchley wants 
to quit....Bert Hirsch has been renewed on the Album of Familiar Mu- 
sic....The Ford program with Fred Waring’s Pennsylvanians over 
WABC-Columbia will originate in the new Columbia Radio Playhouse, 
formerly the Hudson theatre....Story sent out about the Three Scamps 
hiring an ambulance from the Fox Brooklyn to get to NBC just bad 


publicity....Cordial shop at 47th street and Seventh avenue is owned 
by Tim Sullivan (McCann Erickson) and his brother, the Honorable 
Pat....Herbert Lyle, tenor, who was in ‘Music in the Air,’ has a new 


WOR sustaining spot....A new set up is in order for the Cunard Steam- 
ship program, which has six weeks to run. Sid Gary is the only mem- 
ber of the present cast who will be retained....Oldest CBS employee is 
Ernie, colored head porter....F rank Black leaves the Troubadors as mu- 


sical director and will continue getting ready those Viennese operettas 
for a sponsor. Lenny Hayton follows him Feb. 14....Ex-Lax big show 
is going to use legit people in its Monday broadcasts. Started with 
George Gaul and Peg Allenby....Despite the liquor on the air situation 
NBC program department is working on several wine programs. Even 
should liquor be approved on the air, however, little hope is seen for 
whiskey on NBC....Mary Eastman’'s mother-in-law is president of the 
Packard Motor Car Co. and she sings for Buick....Another legit name 
to go radio is Philip Merivale, now pending through the J. Walter 
Thompson agency....Joan Buxbairne, a recent CBS let out, now with 


“Taps”....Swanee Taylor will fly the Seth Parker quartet to their 





various southern spots weekly until the Parker yacht is past Miami. 
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Tuesday. January 23, 1934 


RADIO REPORTS 





METROPOLITAN OPERA CO. 

‘Don Giovanni’ 

With Tito Schipa, Rosa Ponseile, 
Emanuel List, Ezio Pinza, Maria 
Mueller, Edith Fleischer, Virgilio 
Lazzari, Louis D’Angelo 

3 hours, 20 mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

WEAF-WJZ, New York 
As an outstanding example of 

telligent commercial broadcasting, 

this series of grand opera send-outs 


by Lucky Strikes will stand for a 
long time. It is more than intelli- 
gent. It is dignified. It brings credit 


to all concerned. 

Program caught was, from some 
standpoints, not a happy one. Mo- 
zart’s long-winded musical rendition 
of Don Juan’s escapades is not too 
good as operatic fodder. Mozart, 
first of the important composers in 
the polyphonic school, is splendid in 
his piano pieces, in his songs. His 
operas are more important for their 
historical value. ‘Don Giovanni,’ for 
instance, is often credited with say- 
ing Italian opera at a critical mo- 


ment. But today, even in an opera 
house, it’s too long and dull. On 
the air that is, of course, even 


worse. Listening to a single broad- 
east for over three hours takes a lot 
more patience. It takes fortitude. 

Also, it was unfortunate in that 
Milton J. Cross, the announcer, 
couldn’t seem to collect himself dur- 
ing the first act. He’s highly intel- 
ligent and knows music. His prob- 
lem here is a difficult one. He must 
explain what is going on without 
interrupting the music in the slight- 
est. The pauses and intermissions 
weren't enough for him during the 
first act. Second act eased up and 
he gave a pretty complete picture. 
He is situated in a box watching the 
stage action. Last year, when opera 
was a sustaining feature, the an- 
nouncements by Deems Taylor came 
throughout the action, hurting the 
musical values for some _ people. 
Cross doesn’t do this, but generally 
assembles his comments more care- 
fully for the time allotted him. Met, 
of course, rushed through the 
scenes, with barely a pause because 
of the extra length, that being the 
difficulty from the  announcer’s 
standpoint. 

What is so fine about this broadcast 
is the restraint on sales talk. It’s a 
perfect example of good salesman- 
ship. At the beginning a short an- 
nouncement that the cigarette com- 
pany is glad to sponsor the broad- 
cast, between the two acts a half- 
minute talk on L. S.’s qualities as 
cigarettes, and at the end another 
short statement of sponsorship. 
Listener goes away with the feel- 
ing that it’s darned nice of the fel- 
low to send out such a program. It 
has a much more lasting effect than 
almost any other type of air sales 
manship and is likely to produce 
real results in prestige and reflec- 
tively in sales. 

For one hour prior to this broad- 
vast the same station was sending 
out a rebroadcast from Vienna of 
the world premiere of a new Franz 
Lehar operetta, ‘Giuditta,’ That 
starred Richard Tauber and Jarmilla 
Notobna. Atmospheric conditions 
were bad and _ broadcast pretty 
frightful, but it did one thing for 
music that no medium except the 
air could hope to do. It gave lis- 
teners a chance to listen to Richard 
Tauber and Tito Schipa, probably 
the two finest tenors in the world, 
almost simultaneously. It allowed 
comparison between the two voices, 
or would have under better ether 
conditions. Which is something to 
think about. 

On the local broadcast from the 
Met, too, there were some curious 
thoughts. Rosa Ponselle happened 
to be in perfeet voice—and what a 
voice that is! Schipa was feeling 
well and reached his top notes with 
almost reckless abandon. But the 
voice that came through the air 
strongest and clearest of all was 
that of Editha Fleischer’s. Just a 
microphone escapade, but worth 
considering. 

An opera is the aristocracy of 
music, so the opera broadcasts are 
the aristocracy of radio today. And 
this type of broadcast, done as it is, 
helps all around. It takes away the 
bad taste of overselling left by some 
accounts, and it allows for the pro- 
mulgation generally of the thought 
that there is nothing too fine for 
radio and that there. does not have 
to be always the stigma of com- 
mercialism. Rauf 


BETTY LENNOX 
Household Chats 
15 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WGY, Schenectady 
A Under the above nom de 
Patricia Sheldon is now broadcast- 
n= a 15-minute program several 
afternoons each week. She 
bout menus, recipes, styles 
other things of interest to 


radio, 


women. 


| 





Speaks ina conversational tone and} 
4 chatty manner, Voice is pleasant} 


“ut delivery is rather rapid. 
Although Miss Sheldon does not 
<peak with quite the authority and 
the scientific knowledge displayed 
vy her predecessor on this slot, her 


nike technique {fs _ better. She 
‘voids sledge-hammer tactics, par- 
icularly in the handling of the ad- 
vertising spiel at the outset of the 
program. Incidentally, Miss Shel- 
lon is said to bo only 20 years old 
not a ripe age for an expert on 
ousehola problem: 0 


talks | 
and} 


EDDIE DUCHIN ORCHESTRA 
Band, Songs 

30 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

WJZ, New York 


If it's swank that Pepsodent has } 


with its 
manufac- 


here 
the 


out to associate 
facial cream 


set 
Junis 


; lturer has done well in selecting the 
in- | 


Eddie Duchin combo and posing it 
against the Central Park Casino 
background. From Duchin the com- 
mercial can be certain of a slow, 
subdued, insinuating style of dans- 
apation that registers effectively 
with a major portion of the sister- 
hood. Wayne King has reaped the 
results in a big way for Lady Esther 
cream and there is no reason why 
the Duchin manner of mixing mel- 
ody and rhythm shouldn't produce 
the results for the Junis brand. 

Swank idea is neatly conveyed by 
the references to Duchin’s collection 
as the ‘famous society orchestra’ 
and to the ‘fashionable aura’ asso- 
ciated with the Casino, the unit’s 
regular stand. But adding little of 
class implication is the femme who 
shares the spiel burden with the 
program’s announcer. For her con- 
tribution she mixes a bit of fashion 
news with a rave on the product. 
There’s no broad a-ing about this 
girl’s gab. Junis cream, she tells 
them in her Third Avenue dialect, 
will give ’em that soft, mellow com- 
plexion and still make 'em ‘look hot.’ 
Her style of delivery may be okay 
in inferring that the Colonel's Lady 
and Judy O’Grady can be the same 
on the skin but it doesn’t blend in 
with the atmosphere of swank that 
the program seeks to suggest. 

Like the King organization Du- 
chin’s is at its best with the waltz. 
Dominating the instrumentation are 
Duchin’s piano and his first trumpet. 
They carry the melody and even the 
rhythm and the rest of the personnel 
sum up as muted obbligato. 

Pepsodent has this one scheduled 
for a half hour, Tuesday, Thursday 





and Saturday nights. Odec. 
IDYLLS OF DRAMA 

‘The Call of Mecca’ : 
With Maurice Barrett, Frederick 


Smith, Edward Powers, Thomas 

Hoyer, Robert Crozier, Fay Mar- 

tin, Doris Hardy, McGregor Gibbs 
Dramatic Sketch 
30 Mins. 

Sustaining 
WOR, Newark 

John Fleming digs into what he 
terms the mystic lore of the Near 
East for this series and produces a 
piece of writing full of esoteric al- 
lusions and grandiloquent speeches 
but meaning nothing in the way of 
dramatic entertainment. Doris 
Hardy, who is also responsible for 
the direction, helps befuddle the 
situation with an attempt at nov- 
elty. Her idea of being different is 
to fade in the program with an ex- 
cerpt out of the script’s climax. The 
acting is in keeping with the tone 
of the script. 

Announcer precedes the play’s un- 
folding with the statement that 
nothing like it has ever been pro- 
duced. Little disposition to chal- 
lenge this assertion. 

‘The Call of Mecca’ episode spotted 
Maurice Barrett as the chief line de- 
claimer. In vaudeville Barrett used 
to specialize in yogi impersonations. 
The ‘Mecca’ thing has him in the 
role of Mohammed returned to 
earth and finding his believers sunk 
in iniquity and ripe for a chasten- 
ing. Instead of giving them 40 days 
of rain he stages an earthquake. 
Mixed up some place in the narra- 
tive is a vein of romance involving 
an English tourist and a native 
woman. 

Fleming has also copies of ori- 
ental verses to give away. These 
works of his are free, the announcer 
informs, for the writing. Odec. 


MONROE DOUGLAS ROBINSON 
Advice on Living 

15 Mins. 

WMCA, N. Y. 

Monroe Douglas Robinson is in- 
troduced as a nephew of Theodore 
Roosevelt and a cousin of Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt. That’s mentioned 
twice during the 15-minute session. 
Which doesn’t help one iota towards 
making him acceptable entertain- 
ment. 

He started off the night caught by 
telling the listeners he had received 
a letter asking whether he practices 
what he preaches. ‘I don’t preach,’ 
he went on to say, ‘I merely try to 
analyze life and help make people 
happy.’ Then he told about his sad 
life. How he was a misfit, he had 
no friends and didn’t know how to 
piece things together. Finally the 
great inspiration came. Making peo- 
ple happy would make him happy. 


,/HANK KEENE’S RADIO GANG 

| Hillbilly 

(15 Mins. 

| Sustaining 

|WGY, Schenectady 

This is the latest of the traveling 
|hillbilly troupes to stop off at WGY. 


|Gang fills the 10 to 10:15 a.m. slot 
six times weekly. 

Entertainment is along the lines 
jusual with turns of this type: 
Songs by Keene, instrumental mu- 
sic (violin, guitar, a-cordeon and 


jewsharp) and rural comedy by one 
‘Elmer.’ In his announcements 
Keene stresses the fact that he is 
the author of many of the numbers 
| offered, and that the Gang has pho- 
nograph recorded them. 

Keene's singing voice is fair; his 
speaking voice is pleasant, though 
|not mountain-country in tone or 
accent. He yodels well. 

Comedy, in which Keene and a 
woman act as feeders for Elmer, is 
|rather crude. Elmer plays the ac- 
;cordeon capably. Program would 
|be strengthened if more time were 
|given for instrumental specialties 
las well as for the whistling bit 
|heard in the sign off. 

On opening programs 
plugged sale of a song book, but 
| did not mention theatre dates. That 
may come later. Incidentally, spot- 
ting of this act shortly after an- 
other sad songster has warbled is 
poor booking. 








COURT OF HUMAN RELATIONS 
Dramatic Sketch 

45 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 

WEAF, New York 

Despite the toney label it’s the 
same brand of maudlin hoke that 
True Story Magazine dished up on 
the air series of several years ago. 
Only difference lies in the back- 
ground treatment. 

On the previous series there were 
the peregrinating Mary and Bob 
weaving in and out of the narrative 
and leaving in their trail an air of 
romance which at least served to 
soften the horror impacts of. the 
central tale. Now it’s the ‘On Trial’ 
method with one scene trying to 
overdo the other in emotional pyro- 
technics and no easing up vouch- 
safed the listener’s sensibilities un- 
til the final fadeout. The writing, 
the directing and the acting are all 
marked by a lack of restraint and 
balance, Listening through 45 
minutes of this percussion drama 
should prove wearing and wearying 
on the hardiest set of nerves. 

So far the new series has con- 
fined itself to a single theme, di- 
vorce, with the dramatizations pro- 
jecting one pretty picture after an- 
other for home consumption, par- 
ticularly if there are some young- 
sters around who have recently 
come of that inquiring age. The 
wife for years has been incapac- 
itated and during this time the 
husband has fallen for another wo- 
man. Such is the situation upon 
which these problem plays are 
founded. Does he deserve a di- 
vorce? Or should a married person 
hold the vows holy in spite of some 
awful fate? The protagonists bat- 
tle it out before the mike and the 
listeners are called upon to decide 
with $250 in prizes as the lure for 
inditing their reasons why. 

With the drama out of the way 
and the decision thing piled to a 
farethewell some one described as 
the editor of True Story reveals 
that the evening’s script had been 
adapted from a story in the cur- 
rent issue and that the mag has 
$10,000 in prizes to give away for 
personal confession stories. Odec. 





BORRAH MINEVITCH 
Music, Songs, Drama 
30 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WOR, Newark 

Reid Ice Cream Co. could hardly 
have picked a more natural attrac- 
tion for the kid element than Bor- 
rah Minevitch’s harmonica aggre- 
gation. It’s the one instrument with 
common juve appeal and it’s a fore- 
gone conclusion that the mixture of 
melody, rhythm and harmonics of 


this troupe not only please the 
youngsters but inspire them to 
emulation. 


3ut instead of letting well enough 
alone the frozen sweets manufac- 
turer hag elected to push the har- 
monica playing routine into the 
background and to load down the 
act with a sadly misfit serial script. 
Type of entertainment resulting 
from this attempt to make actors 
out of harmonica players does the 
commercial and Minevitch’s air ca- 
reer little good. 

In the revision of the program 
time should also be allowed | 
the frog-voiced warbler. Harsh as 
pipes may be on the more 





more 





these 


| sensitive ear their freakishness will } 


From that it was an easy step to 
telling people that a smile is the | 
'thing. Just smile and everything | 
iwill be all right. It all sounded 
| pretty much like one of those Sal- 
vation Army confessionals on a 
street corner. Mr. Robinson's gram- 
|! mar, incidentally, was about on a} 
par with that type of meeting 
There are people who listen in to 
that type of program. Quite a lot 
f people. Eventually the spielers 
generally pop up W yklet f 
a dime or a quai ( Sor } 4 
ike that. At the moment there's x 
pparent sales angle i ed. M ‘ 
the static thinks re} 
of the President « pro 
« Kaut 


appeal to the kids. 


| 

: P , ° , | 
Story that Minevitch’s unit has/! 
been asked to carry creates situa- | 
tions that even the most retarded} 


of adolescents will react to with a 
Bronx In short space of the 


echeerio 


t instalment the narrative car- 

ed the troupe from the Palace | 
esumably of the two-a-day era) 

to poverty existence in a shack on} 
t rast River and then to Park 
avenue These shifts in location 
provided the script’s only sugges- 

n of movement Odec 


Keene | 
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‘HOT PEPPERS’ 


| Sustaining Novelty Music 
|45 Mins. | COMMERCIAL 
| WOwWO, Fort Wayne 15 Mins. 


It seems each hinterland station 
has such a program on its books. 
It is a sort of weck-end spree com- 
ing on Friday nights at 10 o'clock 
and running through 45 minutes, 
This one has been in steady re- 
hearsal for some time now and is 
in its third week of broadcasting. 
New artis‘s’ bureau of station 
building it up, with an eye on stage 
dates. So far four engagements 
have resulted, with the last one 
drawing a line at the film house. 

Eldon Baker presides at Farmer 
Jones over festivities. Included in 
larray are: Ozark Ramblers’ with 
Mary Lou, a four-year old tot who) 
sings ballads in overall attire; / 
Brown County Revelers, hillbilly 


routine; Sari & Elmer, hick comedy 
and songs: Irene, hot piano diver- 
|tissements; Six Hot Peppers, re- 
|viewed elsewhere, and Marta Lau- 
lrence, only real modern note with 
;}current torchers. 

All of these 
jsome of the main commercials from 
lithe station. So far main squawk 
comes from group ‘not. sticking 
iclose enough to rural patter. Does 
inot seem to ring true when 
prano is announced and then breaks 
into one of the current best sellers. 
'Then Sari, comedienne of the 
| viry type, frequently jumps out of 
character which is noticed over the 
air. Script department is said to 
be considering a medicine show 
angle so as to maintain this touch 
of modernity easier. 

Heavy advertising and exploita- 
tion campaign carried on out of 
town same as circus attraction. And 
since legit seems to have passed the 
smaller places up for good, these 
corn-fed frolics are magnets to the 
grind houses of the county hamlets. 
Incidantally 30 travel with troupe, 
assisting in off-stage atmosphere 
when necessary. 


MJB DEMI-TASSE REVUE Po 
Guy Lombardo’s Orchestra, Tizzie 

Lish 
30 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
KGO, San Francisco 

For several years MJB (coffee, 
tea, rice) has bankrolled this Mon- 
day night show on NBC's western 
network, with such performers as 
Crosby, Novis, Arnheim, Fio Rito, 
Peter B. Kyne, J. P. McEvoy and 
others. Current lineup is one of the 
best the M. J. Brandenstein outfit 
has had during its lengthy radio 
association, when many times ar- 
tists have changed as rapidly a: 
auditions could be arranged. 

Paying more dough for the Lom- 
bardo bunch MJB also has laid out 
extra cash for four midwestern sta- 
tions in addition to the present KGO 
network, and also has renewed 
Lombardo for another four weeks 
after the original four. 


Lombardo’s band carries the 
brunt of the 30 minutes with that 
familiar saxy brand of rhythmic, 


the song- 
is part cf 


melodic dansapation and 
sters whose unique style 
the Lombardo trademark. 
On for a three-minute session is 
Tizzie Lish (Bill Comstock), a bur- 
lesque femme cooking expert who's 
a dizzy dame, especially when i: 
comes to men. Winds up a general 
discourse with a phoney cooking 
lesson and garners a number of 
laughs throughout, especially from 
the studio audience witnessing the 
broadcast in the Cocoanut Grove, 
Los Angeles, whence the show 
emanates via KFI. Comstock writes 
his own material for this’n as he 
did for the year or more he was on 
the Al Pearce show. Doing the 
commercials and introductions is 
Tom Hanlon, highly satisfactory, 
but those plugs are far too long. 


LAVENA SHOW 
Hal Kemp Band, Skinnay Ennis, 

Deane Janis, Harlow Wilcox Band 

and Vocal 
Radio Disc 
COMMERCIAL 
WBBM, Chicago 

Lavena is the new by-product of 
the Quaker Oats company. It is a 
beautifier and is being sold to 
femmes as material for adding to 
the bath or strictly as a facial. Ac- 
count is handled by the Lord and 
Thomas agency here. 

This is an excellent 15-minute 
show on wax. Radio discs in the 
past have been the stepchild of the 
industry and rightly so because of 
bad production, bad sponsorship and 
bad recording. Shows like the La- 
vena program help eradicate that 
bad name and make discs really ac- 
ceptable to sponsors. Recording 
done by the RCA Victor offices here. 

Kemp’s orchestra is a standard 
and belongs easily in the 20 best 
bands in the country. He is on 
WGN regularly from the Blackhawk 
restaurant. Ennis is a male vocal- 





entertaners figure in| 


a so- | 


El- | 


WoOwWO, Fort Wayne 


A jazz offspring of the hillbilly 
or sod-buster vogue. Six pieces 
including everything from a kazoo 
to washboard on air daily through 
week. Those with appetites for 
stomp music respond to this one 
best. Quarter hour coming on at 

15 is sponsored by Koppers Mi- 
ami coke On first hearing pro- 
gram resembles the mountain mu- 
sic stuff. Then again the ‘China 
Boy’ label which filters in regularly 
rather clears this up. 


| Realty novelty evolves from traps 


with old bottles, battered horns, 
ete., brought in for special effects. 
Periodic yippees during those 
rhythmic breaks. Entire group 
works fast to keep tempo. 


HERE AND THERE 


Jack Keifer has resigned as man- 
ager of KMPC, Beverly Hills, and 
is succeeded by Bud Ernst, former- 
ily at KRKD. Keifer is handling na- 
|tional radio ads for MacMilldan Pe- 
itroleum Corp. 


Mora Morton has been 
president of the Radio 
|Guild in Los Angeles. Kay Van 
Riper, Georgia Fifield and Floria 
Gordon among other officers. 


named 
Actress’ 





Station WCAD at St. Lawrence 
University, Canton, N. Y., cele- 
brated its 10th anniversary Jan. 15, 
H. H. Bergman, operator and engi- 
neer, has been with WCAD since 
its opening. Congratulatory letters 
were read from M. H. Aylesworth 
and David Sarnoff. 


Z 


Federal radio commission has 
granted the Iowa Broadcasting Co. 
permission to move station WIAS 
from Ottumwa to Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa and consolidate it with station 
KWCR,. Combined station will re- 
tain KWCR call letters and operate 


with 500 watts day power and 250 
watts night power. 


WMT’s Power Upped 


Waterloo, Ia., Jan. 22. 

Federal radio commission late 
last week granted the application 
of WMT for an increase in daytime 
power to 1,000 watts, nights remain- 
ing at 500 watts. 

Harry Shaw, recently named by 
the president as one of three mem- 
bers on the national radio broa4d- 
casting code committee, is presi- 
dent of the Waterloo Iowa Broad- 
casting company, controlling facili- 
ties of WMT. 


Arnold Johnson Bankrupt 


Arnold Johnson, band leader, 
whose last commercial contact waa 
the Absorbene, Jr. show on NBC, 
took the bankruptcy way out in the 
New York Federal court last week. 

Schedule Johnson turned over to 
the clerk of the court gave his lia- 
bilities as $41,213 and assets, $3,347. 


U’s ‘Doom’ 

Universal Pictures purchased 
‘Doom,’ a skit which David Freed- 
man wrote for Peggy Allenby and 
George Gaul on the CBS Big Show, 
and will elaborate the idea for a 
film. 

U is also using the sketch as test 
audition material. 














PACIFIC’S NBC BREAK 
San Francisco, Jan. 22. 

More western programs will be 
piped East by NBC under instruc- 
tions sent back here by the New 
York offices. Most of ’em will origi- 
nate in the divisional headquarters 
here. 

First of the nation-spanners is 
a half hour every Thursday with 
Armand Girard, basso, who won the 
spot after his chanting on Capt. 
Dobbsie’s transcontinental for Del 
Monte food products, and beginning 
Jan. 28 will go out on the WEAF 
network. Emil J. Polak will direct 
the studio orchestra. Girard was 
asked for by eastern execs after 
they had heard his work. 


KFAB-WBBM IRONED OUT 


Lincoln, Jan. 22. 








ist of standard talent and Deane , . 
Janis displays proper femme aah Dee Dirks, General Mer. of me 
sils in her songs. radio stands here, announced the 
Commercial copy is rather long,|S¥nchronization of KFAB_ and 
but since the shows are hitting in| WPBBM would certainly be an actu- 
the morning, that can be excused.| ality by Feb. 1. All difficulties 
TI ey are handled ekillf lly by Har- attendant to the new lineup have 
10W Wilcox, Much of the length of | been ironed out 
the copy is d 1@ to the necessity of A far as i know! mw there 
explaining the product to the ladies . 
ean sh wl ort nocpa Pn Popnemned vill I r ] il celebra n ¢ the 
recordir ot one with the chov ;event on ¢t i H i is 
on this CBS station six times weekly | to p tne . ume 
|for a 13-week initial ride. Show is | Schedule stea ra wee ead 
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account. 
Abbreviations: Su (Sunday); M (Monday); Tu (Tuesday); W 
(Wednesday); Th (Thursday); F (Friday); Sa (Saturday). 
ACME LEAD AMER sesacee A&PFr yosston Dragonette 
-20-Rn-W / (Lucky Strike) 9:30-M-WEAF avaliers 
“tan 1:55-Sa-WEAF | Harry Horlick “ions sane 
*Henrl, H-Me Adee OPere | Paris & Peart _i2-Ta-Th-WEAR 
AFFILIATED PD'S| Elizabeth Ragohers ARMOUR Gil Page okes 
>} Karin Branzell 9:30-F-WJIZ 
Cows Wabe? |Artnur Anderson | puu” Baker singe gesters, 
§-Te-WA BC Carlo De Corso H McNaughton *w. Ss. Hill 3 
Princess Marie Armando Borgioli Mabel Albertson CUTEX 
*Blackett *Lord & Thomas Roy Shield 9-F-W3Z 
AMEK ROLLING AMERICAN OIL | Merrie-Men Phil Harris 
. 7-Su-WABCO Neil Sisters Leah Ray 
10-F-WJZ Ethel Waters *N. W. Ayer *J, Walt. Thomp. 
The Iron Master’ | Jack Denny A. 8S. BOYLE REX COLE 
7) ~~ a 2 '. *Jos. Katz ad . 5:45-Tu-Th-WEAF 
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Palace Theatre 


RUBY 
| NORTON 


JACK CURTIS 


CURTIS and ALLEN 


Bidg, New York 
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“TODAY’S CHILDREN” 


Written by Irna Phillips 
Sponsored by 


Pillsbury Flour Mills Co. 
WENR 10:15 A.M. Daily 


10:30 A.M. 








(Floor Wax) 

1:30-Su-W ABC 
‘Lazy Dan’ 
Irving Kaufman 
*Blackett 


BARBASOL 
8 :30-M-Tu-Th-F- 
WABC 


Edwin C. Hill 
*Erwin Wasey 


BATTLE CREEK 
1.45-Tu-W-Th-F 
WABC 


‘Painted Dreams’ 
Bess Flynn 

Kay Chase 

Alice Hill 

Mary Arffick 
*Erwin- pen 


BAYE 
9:30-Su- WEAF 


Frank Munn 
Virginia Rea 
Ohman & Ardea 
Bert Hirsch 
Haenschen Ore 


‘Red Davis’ 

Jack Roseleigh 
Curtiss Arnall 
Marion Barney 
Elizabeth Wragge 
Eunice Howard 
Peggy Allenby 
Johnny Kane 
*McC-Eric 


BISODOL 
2-Sn-WABOC 
Helen Morgan 

Albert Bartlett 
*Blackett 


BOURJOIS 
8-Su-WABC 
‘Evening in Paris’ 
Kath Carrington 

Milt Watson 
Claire Majette 
Nat Shilkret 

*Redfield 


BORDEN 
10:45-Tu-WJIZ 
‘Magic Moments’ 
Vee Lawnhurst 
Muriel Pollock 
Marcella Sheilds 
Walter Scanlon 
Jane Ellison 
*Young & Rubicam 
BRISTOL-MY ERS 

9-W-WEAF 
(Ipana) 
Ipana Troubadours 
J Harold Murray 
Harry Saltpeter Or 
*Pedlar & Ryan 
9:30-W-WEAF 

(Sal Hepatica) 
Fred Allen 
Paula Hoffa 
Jack Smart 
Irwin Delmore 
Mary McCoy 
Ferde Grofe Ore 
*Benton & Bowles 
CALIF. PACKING 

9:30-M-WEAF 
H Barrett Dobbs 
Doric & Kn'bocker 

Quartets 
M Wilson Ore 
*Thompson 
CALSODENT CO. 

4:15-Tu-WEAF 
Marley R Sherris 
*Thompson 

CAMPAGNA 

5:30-Su-WJIZ 
‘Grand Hotel’ 
Ann Seymour 
Art Jacobson 
Don Ameche 
Betty Winkler 
Gene Rouse 

10-F-WEAF 
‘First Nighter’ 
June Meredith 
Don Ameche 
Carlton Brickert 
Ciif!’ Soubier 
K Sagenquist’s Ore 
*Aubrey Moore 

CARBORUNDUM 

9:30-Sa-WABC 
Edward d'Anna 
Francis Bowman 
*F. H. Greene 
CARLET’N-HOVEY 

(Father John) 

7:15-W-WJZ 
Muriel Wilson 
John Herrick 
H Sanford’s Ore 
*Cecil Warwick 
CARNATION MILK 
10-M-WEAF 
Gene Arnold 
Lullaby Lady 
M L Eastman 
Jean Pau! King 
*Erwin. Wasey 
CENTAUR 
(Fletcher's) 
8:30-W-WABC 
Albert Spalding 
*Young & Rubicam 
CHAMBERLAIN 
(Hand Lotion) 
7-Sa-WABC 
Fddie South 
Jack Brooks 
*Ruthrauff-Ryan 

CHAPPEL BROS. 

7:45-Sua-WABC 
‘Rin Tin Tin’ 
Don Ameche 
Bob White 
Vrginia Ware 
Johnny Goss 
Jack Daly 
*Rogers & Smith 
CITIES SERVICE 

8-F-WEAF 
Grantland Rice 





R Cole M'taineers 
*Maxon 


COLGATE-PALM 
(Super Sude) 
10:15-dally-WJZ 
‘Clara Lu & Em’ 

Louise Starkey 
Isabelle Carothers 
Helen King 
*Lord & Thomas 


CRAZY CRYSTALS 
2-Su-WEAF 

12 daily 
Gene Arnold 
*McC-Eric, 


R. B. DAVIS 

(Baking Powd.) 

10-W-F-WEAF 
‘Mystery Chef’ 
John McPherson 
9:45-Tu-Th-W ABC 
John McPherson 
‘Mystery Chef 


‘Buck Rogers’ 
Curtis Arnall 
Adele Ronson 
Edgar S8telhi 
Joe Granby 
Walter Tetley 
Allan Devitt 
Georgia Backeu 
Elaine Melcholr 
Adele Klein 
Bill Shelley 
Henry Gurvey 
Harry Swan 
Idorel Stander 
Emmet Gowan 
Peatrice Allen 
*Ruthrauff & R, 
D-L & W COAT. 
6:45-1u-1D-W ABU 
‘Little Italy’ 
Hiram Brown 
Ruth Yorke 
Rose Keane 
Alfred Corn 
Ned Weaver 
Jas Meighan 
*Ruthrauff-Ryan 


CONT. BAKING 
8-M-W-F-WABC 
Scrappy Lambert 
Frank Luther 


CORN PRODUCTS 
10:45-M-W-F- 
WABC 
(Kremel, Ete.) 

Will Osborne 
Pedro de Cordobe 
9-Su-WABC 
(Linit) 

Jean Sargent 
Erno Rapee 
Nino Martini 
Julius Tannen 
*Hellwig 
CREAM WHEAT 
10-Su-W ABC 
Angelo Patri 
*J. Walt. Thomp. 
EX-LAX 
9:30-M-WABO 
‘The Big Show’ 
Gertrude Niesen 
Isham Jones 
*Katz 
FIRESTONE 
8:30-M-WEAF 
H. Firestone, Jr. 
Richard Crooks 
Lawrence Tibbett 
Wm. Daly Orch, 
*Sweeny-James 


FITCH 
7:45-Su-WEAF 
Wendell Hall 
*K. W. Ramsey 


FRIGIDAIRE 
10-Tu-WEAF 
‘Seth Parker 
Phillips Lord 
*Geyer 
GEN. BAKING 
5:30-Su-W ABC 
Julia Sanderson 
Frank as 
. — * o. 
GENERAL CIGAR 
9:30-W-WABO 
Guy Lombardo 
Burns & Allen 
*J. Walt. Themp. 
GENERAL FOODS 
11:45-Tu-W EAF 
Frances Lee Barton 
*Young & Rubican 
5:45-M-W-F-WEAF 
(Jello) 
‘Wizard of Oz’ 
Nancy Kelly 
Jack Smart 
Junius Mathews 
William Benham 
*Young & Rubicam 
9-Th-W EAF 
(Maxwell) 
Chas Winninger 
Lanny Ross 
Anette Hanshaw 
Conrad Thibault 
Muriel Wilson 
‘Molasses 'n* Jan’ry 
Gus Haenschen 
*Benton-Rowles 
10-Sa-WABC 
‘Byrd Expedition’ 
*Young & Ruabican 
GENERAL MILLS 
5:30-Daily-WABC 
‘Jack Armstrong, 
All American Boy 
4-Daily-WJIZ 
‘Retty & Bob’ 
Petty Churchill 
Don Ameche 
Betty Winkler 
Art Jacobson 
Carl Brickert 
Teule Roen 





*Blackett 


GENERAL MOTOR 
(Buick) 
9:15-M-F-WABO 
Robert Benchley 
Howard Marsh 
Andre Kostelanes 
*Camp-HDwald 
(Chevrolet) 
10-Sa-W 
Jack Benny 
Frank Black 
Mary Livingstone 
Frank Parker 
*Camp-Ewald 
(Pontiac) 
9:15-Tu-Sa-W ABO 
Stoopnagle-Budd 
Vera Van 
Jacques Renard 
(Cadillac) 
6-Su-WEAF 
Josef Hoffman 
Sir Henry Wood 


GULF 
9-Su-WJZ 
Will Rogers 
Revelers 
Emil Coleman 
*Cecil Warwick 


HEALTH PROD’TS 
(White Cod) 
2-Su-WJZ 

‘Bar X Ranch’ 
Carson Robison 
Buckaroos 
7:30-M-W-F-WJZ 
(Feenamint) 
‘Pot & Pearl’ 
Joseph Greenwald 
Lou Welch 
*McC.-Erick, 
HECKER H-O 
6:15-M-W-Th- 


WABC 
‘H-Bar-O Rangers’ 
Bobby Benson 
Nell O'Malley 
Florence Hallas 
Billy Hallop 
John Barthe 
*Erwin-Wasey 


EDNA HOPPER 
2:15-M-Th-F- 
WABC 
‘Helen Trent’ 
Lester Tremayne 
Virginia Clark 
Karl Heube 
Dolores Gilleg 
Jack Doty 
*Blackett 
H. J. HEINZ CO. 
10-M-W-F-WJIZ 
Jcsephine Gibson 
*Maxon 


HOOVER 
4:30-Sa-WEAF 
Edward Davies 
Chicago a Capella 
Joe Koestner 
*Erwin-Wasey 

HORLICK 
8:30-Tu-Th-WJZ 
Dr H Bundesen 
*Lord & Thomas 
HOUSEHOLD 

8-Tu-WJIZ 
Edgar A Guest 
Alice Mock 
Jos Koestner’s Orc 


‘Sat Night Party’ 
BA Rolfe Ore 
Bob Ripley 

Lew White 
*Blackman 
HUMPHREYS 


A 
iz: 15-Su- WEAF 
Morning Home C 
Fob Emery 
JEDDO COAL 
7:15-Th-F-S-WJZ 
3 Musketeers 
John Brewster 
Wilbert Seagram 
Mark Smith 
Allen Devitt 
Louis Hector 
Helen Dumas 
Leigh Lovell 


9:30-Su-WIZ 
Walt. Winchell 
*J. Wait. Thomp. 
JOHNSON & SON 
Baas Wax 
11:30-mM- — UU 
Tony Won 
Keenan & * Phillips 
*Needham, L. & B. 
KELLOGG 
5:30-Daily-WJZ 
The Singing Lady 
Irene Wicker 
Allan Grant 


P Whiteman Ore 
Deems Taylor 
Ramona 

Peggy Healy 
Jack Fulton 

*J. 


7:15-M-Th-F- WABC 
Just Plain Bill 
Arthur Hughes 
*Blackett 
LADY ESTHER 
3-Su-WEAE 
10-M-WABC 
8:30-Tu-WEAF 
Wayne King’s Orc 
*Stack-Goble 
LAMONT-CORLISS 
(Pond's) 
9:30-F-WEAF 
Maude Adams 
Victor Young Orc 
(Nestles) 
8-F-WIZ 
Ethel Shutta 
Walter O'Keefe 
Don Bestor Ore 
*J. Walt. Thomp. 
LARUS 
(Edgeworth) 
10-W-WEAF 
Corn Cob Pipe Club 
of Virginie 
*BBD&O 
LEHN & FINK 
(Hind’s Cream) 
10:30-Su-WEAF 
Rosa Ponselle 
John Erskine 
Nat Shilkert 
*Ruthrauff & R 
LIGGETT-MYERS 
(Chesterfield) 
9-Daily-WABC 
Phila Symph 
LUXOR 
(Armour) 
5:30-Sua-WEAF 
‘Talkie Pic Time’ 
June Meredith 
John Goldsworthy 
John Stanford 
Gilbert Douglas 
Murray Forbes 
*N. W. Ayer 
LORILLARD 
(Old Gold) 
10-W-W ABC 
Fred Waring 
*Lennon & M. 
LOUDEN P’CKING 
(Doggie Dinner) 
5:45-Th-W ABC 
Stamp Adventures’ 
Reginald Knorr 





MALTEX 
1:30-Se-WEAF 
Dale Carnegie 
Harold Sanford Orc 
*Saml Croot 


MANHATTAN 
80 co 


AP " 

21:30-Th-WJZ 
Harriet Lee 
Edward Kennedy 
*Peck 

J. W. MARROW 

(Oil Shampoo) 
1:15-Tu-Th-WABC 
Joan Marrow 
Bob Nolan 
Bddie House 
*Placed direct 


MET. LIFE CO. 
6:45-Daily-WEAF 
Arthur Bagley 
DR. MILES LAB’S 

(Alka-Seltzer 

10:30-Sa-WdIZ 
WLS Barn Dance 
Ridge Runners 
Mac & Bob 
Clarence Wheeler 
*Wade 


MOLLE CO. 
7:30-M-W-Th- 
WEAF 


Roxanne Wallace 
Willlam Edmonson 
Shirley Howard 
Guy Bonham 
Wamp Carlson 
Dwight Latham 
*Stack-Goble 


BENJ. MOORE 

11:30-W-WEAF 
Betty Moore 
Lew White 


MUELLER CO. 
10; wae -W-F- 


Bi & Ginger’ 
Virginia Baker 
Lyn Murray 
*Hellwig 


a = hu ooen 
9:30-M-WJ 
Melody ath ng 
Joseph Pasternack 
*Gotham 


OxoL 
10-W-F-WABC 
Dave, Bunny & G 
Bunay Coughlin 
Dave Grant 
oa Graham 
*J. lL. Prescott 


OXYDOL 
(Proct’'r & Gamble) 
WEAF 


3-daily- 
‘Ma Perkins’ 
Virginia Dayne 
Margery Hannoa 
Karl Hubel 
Will Fornum 
Chas. Eggieston 
*Blackett 


PACIFIC BORAX 
9:30-Th-WJZ 
‘Death Vall'y Days’ 

Tim Frawley 
Joseph Bell 
Ldwin W Whitney 
Lonesome Cowboy 
Joseph Bonime Orc 
*McC. Erick. 
PEPSODENT 
7-Daily-WAjZ 
Amos ‘n’ Andy 
Charles Correl 
Freeman Gosden 
(‘Rise of Gold’) 
8-Daily-WIZ 
Gertrude Berg 
James Waters 
9:30-Tu-Th-Sa- 
Bddie Duchin 
*Lord & Thomas 
PHILCO 
7:45 daily ex. Sa- 
ABC 
Boake Carter 
°F. W. Armstrong 
PHILIP MORRIS 
8-Tu-WEAF 
Leo Reisman’s Ore 


PILLSBURY 
10-30-Daily-WJZ 
Today's Children’ 
Irma Phillips 
Walter Wicker 
Bess Johnson 
Irene Wicker 
Lacy Gillman 
Fred Von Amon 
Jean McGregor 
*Hutchinson 
11-M-W-F-WABC 
‘Cooking Close Ups’ 
*Hutchinson 

PABST 

9-Tu-W EAF 
Ben Bernie Orc 
*Matt-Fogarty 


PLOUGH, INO, 
10-W-WJIZ 
Vincent Lopez 
King’s Jesters 
Adele Starr 
Tony Cabooch 
*Lake-Spiro-C 
RAISZT’N PURINA 
6:50-M-W-'-W RAE 
‘Adventures of 
Tom Mix’ 
Artells Dixon 
Percy Hemus 
Winifred Toomey 
Andrew Donnelly 
10:30-Tu-WEAF 
Mme Sylvia of 
Hollywood 
*Gardner 
REAL SILK 
7-Su-WJIZ 
Ted Weems Orch 
Lawrence Gray 
Charles Lyons 
*Erwin-Wasey 
RED STAR YEAST 
11-Tu-Th-S-WEAF 
Edna Odell 
Phil Porterfield 
Irma Glen 
Earl Lawrence 
REMINGTON 
8:30-F- WABC 
‘March of Time’ 


BD DBD & D 
R. J. REYNOLDS 
(Camels) 


10-Tu-Thu-W ABC 
Casa Loma 
Irene Taylor 
Kenny Sargent 
*Wm. Esty 


RITCHIE 
(Scott's Emu!) 
7:30-F-S-WEAF 

‘Circus Days’ 
Jack Rosleigh 
Wally Maher 
Elizabeth Counci! 
Bruce Evans 
Frank Wilson 
Ernest Whiteman 
Edward Rees« 
John MacBryde 

(Eno Salts) 

8-Ta-W-W3Z 
‘Eno Crime Club’ 
Spencer Dean 
°N. W. Ayer 
SEALED rowER 
8-M-WJdZ 
Cit? Boubier 














RADIO EXPLOITATION 


(in this Department ‘Variety’ will collate each week news items 
of possible value to Radio Stations, 
Advertisers on the merchandising end. Special stunts of ali kinds 
will be reported, these items being turned in by ‘Variety’ staff men 
and not written by the station. 


Advertising Agencies and 

















Climalene 


Climalene giving 


vey, 


special 
product has tied up with General 
Electric for a give-away stunt. Of- 
fering 10 G. E. electric dishwashers 
as prizes in a letter writing contest. 


Police Report 


Oklahoma City. 


An educational series on activities 
of the Oklahoma City police court 
has been inaugurated by radio sta- 
tion KOMA, Oklahoma City. Police 
Judge Mike Foster appears person- 
ally before the microphone, and at 
4:30 p. m. each Saturday, and re- 
cites the various activities of the 
police court, its work in correcting 
minor crimes, and its aid in pre- 
venting habitual juvenile criminals. 


Soap-GE Tie-Up 


Chicago, 
soap flakes 


the G.E. product 


heavy plugging on its NBC show. 
Also plenty of window-cards for 
grocery store displays. 





Musical Scholarships 


Dubuque. 


WOC-WHO of the Central Broad- 
casting Company, Des Moines, Iowa, 
has just completed awards of eight 
scholarships leading to degrees of 
bachelor of music as the result of 
contests and auditions under au- 
spices of the station. 

Judges were Dean Herbert Har- 
Simpson college: Prof. Carl 
Melander, Parsons college, and Clif- 
ford Bloom, music 
Moines (lIa.) Register-Tribune, 


critic, Des 





King’s Jesters 
Harold Stoke’s Orc 
*Grace & Halliday 
SILVER DUST 
7:30-Tu-Th-Sa- 


WABC 
Phil Cook 
*B. B. D. & O. 
SINCLAIR 
9-M-WJIZ 
Gene Arnold 
Bill Childs 


Mac McCloud 
Joe Parsons 

Cliff Sonhier 
Harry Kogen 
*Federal 

SMITH BROS, 
9:45-Su-WIZ 
Billy Hillpot 
Scrappy Lambert 
Nat Shilkret’s Ore 
*Homenr-Tarcher 


SPARTON RADIO 
3:30-Su-WEAF 
Richard Himber Or 
Frances Langford 

3 Radio Scamps 

John 8S. Young 
*Brook Smith & F 
SPRATT’S PAT. 
7:45-Tu-WJZ 
Don Carney's Dog 
Stories 
*Paris & Peart 


SAND. BRANDS 
(Chase & fanborn) 
8-Su-WEAF 

Eddie Cantor 
Rubinoff 
(Baker's) 
7:30-Su-WJIZ 
Joe Penner 
Harriet Hilliard 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
8-W-WEAF 
(Royal Gel) 
Jack Pearl 
Cliff Hall 
Peter Van Steeden 


8-Th-WEAF 
(Fleischmann) 
Rudy Vallee and 
Hie Conn. Yanks 
*J. Walt. Thnomp. 
STD. OIL (N. Y¥.) 
8-M-WEAF 
Socony Sketches 
Arthur Allen 
Paiker Fennelly 
Kate McComb 
Isabelle Winlocke 
Ruth Russell 
Robert Strauss 
3. B.. D. & O. 
STERLING PROD 
8 :30-W-WEAF 
(Phillips Mag) 
‘Waltz Time’ 
Abe Lyman 
Frank Munn 
5 daily ex. 
WABC 
‘Skippy’ 
*Biackett 
SUN OIL 
6:45-Daily-WJIZ 
Lowell Thomas 
*Roche-Williams 
SWIFT 
(Butterfield) 
10-F-WABC 
Olsen & Jahnson 
King’s Jesters 
Harry Sosnick 
*J. Walt. Thomp. 
TASTYEAST 
12:15-Su-WJIZ 
Baby Rose Marie 
*Stack-Goble 


TEXAS CO. 
9:30-Tu-WEAF 
Ed Wynn 
Graham McNamee 
Pon Voorhees 
*Hanff-Netzger 
ee WATER 
Tydol) 

73 30- M-W ABC 
Jimmy Kemper 
Hummingbirds 
Robert Ambruster 
*Lennon- Mitch 

UNDERWOOD 

8:380-Th-WALC 
Wm Lyon Pheips 
Nat Shilkret 


Ore 
Sa-Su 








Cerl Boyer 
*Matteson, F. @. 


Moria Sisters 


Alexander Grey 
*Marchand 





U. 8. TOBACCO 
(Dill’s Best) 


7-Sa-WEAF 
‘Half H’r for Men’ 
J C Nugent 
Premiere Quartet 
*McC.-Erick. 
UNION CENTRAL 
WABC 
‘Roses & Drum@’ 
Elizabeth Love 
George Gaul 
Robt T Haines 
Blaine Cordner 
*J. Walt. Thomp, 


VADSCO SALES 
7:30-Th-WJIZ 
(Djier Kiss) 

Michae! FEartlett 
*L. H. Hartman 
VINCE 
9:30-W -WJsz 
John McCormack 
Wm M Daly 
*Cecil Warwick 
WANDER CO, 
(Ovaltine) 
. 5:45-Daily-WIZ 
‘Little Orphan A’ 
Allan Baruck 
Henrietta Tedre 
Ed Sprague 
Stanley Andrews 
Shirley Fell 
*Blackett 


WM. R. WARNER 
9-W-WIZ 
Warden Lawes 
*Cecil, Warwick 
WASEY PROD, 


8.30- Tu- WABCO 
Voice of Exp’rience 
"Erwin Wasey 

R. L. WATKINS 

9-Su-WJIZ 
Tamara 
Davis Percy 
Gene Rodemich 
Men About Towns 
*Blackett 

WELCH GRAPE 
:45-W-3:15-Sa-WJIZ 
Trene Rich 
*Kastor 

WHEATENA 

7:15-Daily-WEAF 
‘Billy Bachelor 
Raymond Knight 
Alice Davenport 
6:45-S-WABO 
4:45-M-Tu-W-Th- 
WABC 
Happy Minstrel 
*McKee-Albright 
WILDROOT 
4:15-Su-WEAF 
Vee Lawnhurst 
John Segal 
*B. B., D. & O. 
WOODBURY 
8:30-M-WABC 
Bing Crosby 
Lennie Hayton 
Mills Bros 
Kay Thompson 
*Lennon & M 
8:30-W-F-WJIZ 
‘D'ngero'us P'r'dise’ 
Elsie Hitz 
Nick Dawson 
WYETH CHEM. 
(Jad Salts) 
1:30-Tu-W -Th-F- 
WABC 


‘Easy Aces’ 
Goodman Ace 
Jane Ace 
Mary Hunter 
*Blackett 
WRIGLEY 
7-M-Th-F-WABC 
‘Myrt & Marge’ 
Myrte Vail 
Tronna Dameral 
Eleanor Relia 
Vincent Cole: 
Karl Hueb! 
Felena Ray 
Ray Hedge 
Dorothy Davy 
vene Kretzinger 
Reginald Knorr 
Karl Way 
*Frances Hooper 
WORCESTER 
(Salts Toothpaste) 
6:45-1b -WABC 
Zoel Parenteau's © 
Carl Van Amb 
*Fuller & Smith 
YFASTFOAM 
2:30-Sa-WAZ 
Jan Garher Ore 
*Hays McYlarl 


iAD 


and 


Contest for Doubles 
Des Moines. 

KSO tied up with the Des Moines 
theatre for its search for picture 
and radio doubles used in connec. 
tion with the opening of ‘Going 
Hollywood’ at the theatre. Plenty 
of response and contest decisions 
left with the radio listeners. 

Entire exploitation sponsored by 
the Iowa Ford Dealers’ association 
with V8’s used for arrival of doubles 
contestants at the theatre opening, 





Gary Breckner, sports announcer 
and producer of dramatic programs 
at KHJ, has been appointed pro- 
gram and production manager of 
KGB, Don Lee station in San Diego, 








JACK 
BENNY 


WEAF 
10-10:30 P. M. 
EVERY SUNDAY 


CHEVROLET 


PROGRAM 

















and his 


DANCE ORCHESTRA 


at the 
HOTEL ROOSEVELT 


NEW YORK 
NIGHTLY 


a = i 
FRED ALLEN’S 


& SAL HEPATICA REVUE 


with 
PORTLAND HOFFA 
Wednesdays, 9:30 p.m, E.S.7. 


JACK SMART 
a Management Walter Batchelor 


IRWIN DELMORE 
la tL we ei 


MARY McCOY 














SCRAPPY LAMBERT 
SONGSMITHS 
FERDE GROFE’S MUSIC 
Material by Fred Allen and 
Harry Tugend 
WEAF~* 


Fi NEB ee Ee Me 








THE 


SIZZ- 
LERS 


Sizzling for NBC 
Warner Shorts 
Victor Records 

Theatres Everywhere 








For Further information: 
HAROLD KEMP, NBC Artist Bureau 
Radio City, New York City 


Personal Direction, CHARLES A. BAYHA 











PAT KENNEDY 


(The Unmasked Tenor) 
Sponsored by 
Paris Medicine Co. 
WGN, Chicago, Daiiy 
1:30-1:45 P M. CST 











VIVIAN JANIS 
“ZIEGFELD FOLLIES” 


Sole Direction 
HERMAN BERNIE 
1619 Broadway 
New York City 
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New Business 





Op’ry, 8-8:30 p. m., starting Jan. 27. 


WSM. 
Olson Rug Co., 7-7:30 p.m., start- 
ing Jan. 20, live talent. WSM 
Standard Oil Co., E. T. (Babe 
Ruth), 6-6:15, Monday, Wednesday | 
DENVER | daily, 15 min. weekly, 3 mos. KLZ.| 2nd Friday, starting Jan. 8. WSM 

Mistol, 65 five-min, transcriptions,| 44! Furniture Co., daily preferred a ae 
five a week, KOA. ; announcements, 2 weeks, KLZ, NEWARK, N. J. 

Nujol, 65 five-min. transcriptions, cae eine | Phillip Morris @ Co., 13 weeks, 
five a week, KOA. CHICAGO | start ng Jan. 14, Sund 25 f 

Gillette Razor Blades, 26 one-min, Olson Rug Company through 4p.m., with Mme, Olyanova, gray 
announcements, six a week, KOA. Agencies Broadcasting Bureau for ologist. WOR. 

Marshall Canning Co., 26 five-| six 150-word announcements weckly| 2orden’s Farm Products Co., re-| 
min. announcements, three a week,| for 19 weeks, Also 10 weeks of 15-| 2@Wed for 13 weeks, announcements | 
KOA. , ; minute shows each Saturday. WLS. | @@!ly and Friday 6-6:30, with ‘Unck | 

Chas. E. Wells Music Co., eight Reliance Manufacturing Company,| P°?: WOR. | 
100-word announcements, KOA. Chicago additional 13 weeks of mu- | _Vadsco Sales Corp., 13 weeks be- | 

Music Co., announce- : |ginning Jan. 29. Sunday quarter- 





Le Moine 
ments, KOA. 

Cysterx, Newspaper Adventures, 
15-min. weekly transcription, 3 mos, 
KOA. 





sical 


Murphy, 


| seven 
: oe . : Sunday to be 
tubies Cigarets, Cambert Turkish! Melodies,’ 


nightly. (Carroll Dean 
Inc., agency). WLS. 

Inland Consolidated Coal Company, 
15-minute programs’ each 
known as 
(Jim Duffy, Inc., agency). 


shows 


‘Fireside | 
























































Toacco Co., four preferred and three} wLs. 
plain announcements weekly, in- 3} 
’ definite, KLZ. 
$ Collier Electric Co., daily an- , BRIDGEPORT 
nouncements, 3 mos., KLZ. Mitchell Dairy Co. (Borden's), 
Broadhurst, Inc., daily announce-| “em'ries of Yesteryear.’ old-time 
ment, 1 mo., KLZ. | pop songs by Joseph Lopez, baritone 
Old Homestead Bakery, 5 min. (station supervisor), accompanied 
by Lou Weiss, piano. Quarter-hour, 
6:15 p. m., Monday and Thursday, 
until March 6. WICC. 
THE GREEK AMBASSADOR cena 
OF GOOD WILL CHARLOTTE, N. C. 
A. & P. Tea Co., three 15-minute 
day programs, Placed locally. WBT. 
GEORGE Chevrolet Moters, 36 one-minute 
recorded announcements six each 
day, beginning Jan. 6, 1934. Placed 
by Radio Sales, Inc., Chicago. WBT. 
Kamphene Co., Chicago, 21 15- 
minute transcriptions daily from 
Week Jan. 19—Starts tour with || J@n. 29 through Feb. 18, 1934. Placed 
by Radio Sales, Inc., New York City. | 
condensed version ‘New Yorkers’ J wp 
Sole Direction Benjamin Moore & Co., New York 
City, continuation contract 13 15- 
HERMAN BERNIE minute live talent programs Wed- 
1619 Broadway New York nesdays at 10 a.m. Placed by Radio 
Sales, Inc., New York, from Jan. 24 
we = through April 25, 1934. WBT. 
Nash Motors, series of 26 one-min- 
; i ute announcements day and night, 
& a ihn beginning Jan. 8, 1934, ending Jan. 
20, 1934. Placed by Radio Sales, Inc. 
WBT. 
one 4 Nyal Products, two contracts, one 
for 16 one-minute announcements, 
Orchestra Wednesday and Thursdays from 
Jan. 31 through March 22, 1934. 
| Placed by Radio Sales, Inc., New 
e York. The other for eight 15-minute 
COMMODORE HOTEL, N. ¥. daytime transcriptions, from Jan. 30 
The big show sponsored by through March 20, on Tuesdays. 
yf Los every Reem, te Placed by Radio Sales, Inc. WBT. 
one a, eae + pee Sng Olsen Rug Co., Chicago, 120 one- 
\ i. eM, | wll won Ph 1 minute announcements, two each 
4 P.M.. coast to coast. WABC day from Jan. 15 through March 24, 
meiciiitien _ Placed by ae Sales, Inc., 
rectio ew York City. WBT. 
: Columbia Broadcasting System Sterchi Furniture Co., Charlotte, 
- N. C., 26 15-minute day programs 
Tuesday and Fridays, between Jan. 
16 and April 13,1934. Placed locally. 
WBT. 
Plymouth Corp., Detroit, 8 one- 
minute recorded evening announce- 
ments between Jan. 14 and Jan. 26, 
1934. Placed by Radio Sales, Inc. 
|GARY |": 
| Pontiac Cars, Detroit, 15 one-min. 
recorded evening announcements, 
d Radio’s Versatile Baritone three each day beginning Jan, 8, 
1934. Placed by Radio Sales, Inc. 
CUNARD HOUR ||“? 
Pyramid Chevrolet Co,, Charlotte, 
: 10-10:30 P.M. Every Tuesday N. C., three 15-minute evening pro- 
' grams. Placed locally. WBT. 
WJZ Gillette Safety Razor Co., New 
York, renewal contract for 26 one- 
Direction minute electrical announcements 
FRANK PRESBY AGENCY daily except Sunday at 7:35 p. m. 
, Placed by Ruthrauff & Ryan, Inc., 
i New York City. WBT. 
| ——— te — Knox Co. (Cystex Newspaper al 
] ventures by Transcription). te- 
j IN CHICAGO | newal contract, Fridays 8:45-9 p. m., 
. It’s | beginning Feb. 5, 1934. Placed by 
Dillon & Kirk, Kansas City. WBT. 
“WINE WOMEN Standard Oil Co. of New Jersey, 
i 3 ESSO series of 39 15-minute pro- 
grams, Monday, Wednesday and 


9 
| and SONG 
ON 


WBBM, Tuesday Nights, 
at 7:45 P. M., CST 


Written and Produced by 


BOB WHITE 














Fridays from 5:45-6 p. m., starting 
Jan. 3, 1934. Placed by McCann- 
Erickson, Inec., New York City. WBT. 


NASHVILLE 
Robin Hood Shoes, EB. T., 5:15-5.30, 
Tuesday and Friday, starting Feb. 6 
WSM. 


Townsend Nurseries, 6:45-7 p.m., 





























p duction, “Writing and Performance.” | Saturday, starting Jan. 6 (live tal- 
“away,” 9-80-36. ye p aa on Grand Old 
oo 
THIS WEEK (JAN. 19) 
Loew’s State, New York 
Direction 
JOHN HYDE—-NAT KALCHEIM 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 

? RADIO COUNSELOR and PROGRAM BUILDER 

1 University Place, New York GRamercy 7-4999 








| hour with Michael Bartlett and trio 


|Columbia network, it was announced 


WOR. | 
Dr. Miles Laboratories. Inc., six 
| weeks beginning Jan. 15, five nights 
}a week, quarter-hour program 

‘Comedy Stars from Hollywood. 

WOR 

Dairymens League Co-operative} 


' 
San Francisco, 
| 
| 


Asso., Saturday, Jan. 27, 


half-hour | &t 


Germany Bars Advertising 








Will Monopolize Radio for Nazi Propaganda 
Only, Excluding Commercial Angle 


+ a 
| 
_ | . ‘ 
WFBL PAYS DIVIDEND | Berlin, Jan. 13. 
me | Advertising has been banned 
. : from radio by the Nazis. Germans 
Signs ie — With who pay &0 cents month to the 
orumore postoffice for the privileges of own- 
wiaieinonnians jing a receiving set will henceforth 
Syracuse, Jan. 22. | get their Nazi propaganda undiluted 
Onondaga Broadcasting Corpora- | >Y_ commercials. : 
, Fr WFEL. 1 : 7 Broadcasting in Germany is the 
ion, operating “DL, 1as signe : P 
betta, : . 6" | principal weapon of the govern- 
two-year contract with the| ment. Nazis forced set manufactur- 


ja new 
| 


the 


annual 


ers to make a uniform type 


meeting of 


aganda by increasing liste 


machine 


stock- | to sell for $30 to further their prop- 


ners. 


~ 


| 
| 
| — 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


talk by J. S. Sexaur, pres. of league. | 
WOR. 

National Asso. of Engine and Boat | 
Manufacturers, five broadcasts from} 
Motor Boat Show at Grand Central 
Palace, starting Jan. 19 and ending 
Jan. 25. WOR. 





Reid Murdoch & Co., renewal for 


13 weeks of four participations 
weekly in Home Forum program. 
Placed by Philip C. Palmer Co. 


KDKA. 

SOS Co., renewal for 13 weeks of 
three participations weekly in Home 
Forum program. Placed by Henri 
Hurst & McDonald. KDKA. 

Love Charm Co., one-minute spot 
announcements weekly for 13 weeks. 
Placed by Hilmer V. Swenson Co. 
KDKA. 

U. B. 
disc weekly for 13 weeks. 
Rose-Martin, Ine. KDKA, 


School of Music, five-minute 
Placed by 


SEATTLE 


Bon Marche Photo Dept., five-min- 
ute disc each Wednesday. KOMO. 

Knox Co. (Cystex), series of 13 15- 
minute discs; Jan. 21 to April 15. 
KOMO. 

Pisco Co., six weather reports 
weekly for two months over KJR. 

Peck Fuel Co., one 50-word an- 
nouncement daily except Sunday for 
two months. KOMO. 

Martin Products Co., series of 39 
announcements, three weekly, start- 
ed Jan. 18. KOMO. 

Van de Kamps Bakeries, series of 
17 five-minute discs, divided be- 
tween KOMO and KJR. 

Hudson Bay Co., time announce- 
ments for an _ indefinite period. 
KOMO. 

Century Brewing Co., series of an- 
nouncements, daily except Sunday. 
KOL. 


Radio Chatter 





(Continued from page 34) 


pushed it into a nearby lake when 
the law became too hot for comfort. 

Lee Everett, program director for 
WRBT, Charlotte, N. C., was host to 
a few friends at a spaghetti party 
last week. The spaghetti was cooked 
in accepted ritualistic Italian style. 
sill ~=Elliott, Clair Shadwell and 
Clemmie Reed, from the station, 
were among the starch string twin- 
ers present. 

WWNC, Asheville, N. C., was on 
the air a total of 6,075 hours and 
15 minutes, with a total of 15,255 
separate programs, during 1933, ac- 
cording to statistics just compiled 
by Director C. O. Shepherd. 

Elbert Hailing has been trans- 
ferred from the technical depart- 
ment of KTAT, Fort Worth, and 
will do continuity and publicity. He 
is handling continuity for a new 15- 
minute thrice weekly program for 
the American Airways. The three 
Carson sisters, rhythm singers, are 
featured. 


Bowman Joins KFRC 
Jan. 22. 

Robert Bowman, production man- 
jager at KGB, San Diego, has been 
transferred to KFRC, the Don Lee 
CBS station here, as assistant pro- 
duction manager. 

Bowman was at KHJ, Los Ange- 
les, before going to San Diego. 





MULTIPLIED DISASTER 
San Francisco, Jan. 22. 
Eddie Swarthout, sax player with 
Meredith Willson’s 
NBC, is off 
an aouto accident 
that left him a badly 


orchestra at 
finitely since 


street fight 


duty ind 
and 
bruised body. 


After the crash last week the 
| other driver, a six-footer, jumped 
out of his car and knock: own | 
five-foot Swarthout wh hi 
head against the curb, 
nose and suffering ¥ for me 


| was believed to be a s ture 


Gordon Baking Co., 13 weeks, | 
| starting Jan. 18, Thursday, half- 
(hour script, “The Lone Ranger.’ 
WOR. 

ar ny Hp | 
PITTSBURGH 

California Packing Co., 15-minute | 
disc once weekly for 13 weeks. 
Placed by McCann-Erickson, Inc. 
K DKA. 


holders and directors at which the} 


declared the first divid- 
payable at the rate of 


directorate 
end on stock, 


.| Hitler’s 


During the eventful first year of 


regime the radio listening 


: yublic in Germany rose enormousl 
30 cents a share Feb. 1 to share- |! igs 2p y 
: jo due to the daily political happen- 
holders of record Jan. 29. : f tl , ‘ t An 
- “ } Ss 0 1e€ 1 OS ors ce. 
Samuel H. Cook was re-elected | ngs ue smapo ams 
: ‘ : {increase of 750,000 regular listeners 
president, the other officers being}. 


vice president 


Robert G. 


Samuel Woodworth, 
and general manager; 
Soule, vice president; Oscar F. 
Soule, secretary-treasurer, and C. 
H. Sanford, Jr., assistant secretary- 
treasurer. 





Prison Show 


(Continued from page 1) 


Imitation of Kate Smith was given 
by the biggest prisoner, Pat Ga!- 
lagher. 

Sleight-of-hand was handed ou 
by Professor Barry, whose feats, in- 
cidentally, were on par yith many 
professional artists. A one-act skit, 
‘Pardon, was well acted. It con- 
cerned the framing of a prisoner by 
strong political machines. Received 
as a show stopper and an inmate 
by the name of Collins stood ouc. 
Others in the skit were Stein, C. 
Berg and Traina. 

‘Harlem in Dixie,’ colored, pro- 
vided plenty of pepper to the show, 
opening with a levee scene with 
roustabouts and Topsys doing low: 
down Negro stuff with songs ant 
dances. Steele, a colored boy, walked 


Johnson, an 
‘No- 
He 


keeled over, exhausted. 
old-time performer, rendered, 
body,’ a la Bert Williams. 
clicked. 

A double dancing team, Gilchrist 
and Daniels did a black-face act 
that was second to none. Boys 
looked as if they might have been 
pros at one time. 

The offering did S.R.O. for two 


by Harry Wallon. The money real- 
ized will be used to equip the base- 
ball, football and basketball teams 
and other forms of prison recrea- 
tion. 

All in all, shades of Broadwar 
hung over Dannemora for two days 
Justice was done to the theatricai 
world, the big show went on with 
no actor walking out, 
their bows, then went to their dress- 
ing rooms, where they will remain 
till the next production in 1935. 


actors took | 


is reported. 











LEO 
ZOLLO 


AND HIS MUSIC 


Wednesday, 2-2:30 P.M. 
WEAF—Red Network 
ae 
Playing Nightly 
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN HOTEL 
Philadelphia 
Sole Direction 


LEW CHUDD 


New York 
Chesterfield Hotel 


Chicago 
Auditorium Hotel 








away with the honors with his WABC 
dancing and clowning. His finish Thursday, 9-10 P.M. 
was at the end of the act, when he WEAF 
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‘| CONRAD 
THIBAULT 


Wednesday, 8:30-9 P.M. 
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nights, folks coming from miles 

around bucking the 15 below zero WABC 

weather. The take hit the two- Sat., 11.30 P.M.—Mon., 12 P.M, 
grand mark and many were turned Fri., 12.30 P.M, 

away. Father Booth was assisted NIGHTLY 


8ST MORITZ HOTEL. NEW YORK 


8ole Direction HERMAN BERNIB 
1619 Broadway, New York 











lee Parsons 


Radio’s Low Voice 
AS ‘EDELWEISS JOE’ 
M » 9:30- 5 . 
Wednesday, 9-09:30 P. m. WMAQ 
SINCLAIR MINSTREL 


Every Mon., 8 P.M., N.B.C. 
CHICAGO 




















r. a 


Desires to thank her friends for their very 
wishes 


MISS JEAN SARGENT 


currently with 


“ZIEGFELD FOLLIES” 
Winter Garden, New York 


also 


LINIT PROGRAM 
WABC, Sundays, 9 to 10 P. M. 


kind 


Dear Jane: “Get well quick.”—Jean. 


Sole Management CHAS. MORRISON 
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Dance Bands Dislike 
Staggering; Say Subs 


Are Poor Musicians | 


Substantial number of name band- 
men have declared themselves to 
the Musicians Union as opposed to 
the stagger system which Joseph 
Weber is trying to put into effect. 
Some of them have threatened to 
turn in their membership cards if 
the plan is forced on the organized 
band end of the business. 

Under the arrangement Weber 
has in mind the dance units may 


either lay off one week out of every 
four and let another combo take the 
job for that week or replace the in- 
dividual layoffs in the band with 
substitute musicians. Leaders who 
object to the substitute proposition 
say that it won’t work smoothly 
with the organized unit, chiefly be- 
cause of the disturbing effect it 
would have on their stylistic set-up. 
They doubt whether there are but a 
sparse percentage of first rate dance 
men among the unemployed. 


TUXEDOED PLUGGERS 
CRASH HOTEL PIERRE 


Abiding by the rule put into effect 
by the hotel's management the 
music publishers and their plug 
contacteers attended Jack Denny's 
unveiling night (18) at the Pierre 
in formal toggery. 

Adoption by the music men of the 
black broadcloth and the white 
dickey when visiting the spot elimi- 
nates one of the management's ma- 
jor objection to the trade. 


PUBLIC HEARINGS OUT 


Music Code 








Adoption Sans Open 
Wranglings 


Popular music code will likely be 
adopted without any further public 
hearings. Impression to that effect 
was given John G. Paine, chairman 
of the Music Publishers Protection 
Association's board, during a meet- 
ing he held with the publishing 
trades’ code authority in Washing- 
ton last week. 

If there are ny difficulties in the 
document to be ironed out, Paine 
was told, these would be taken up 
in conferences with the parties con- 
cerned. Date for the initial con- 
ferences on the pop publishers’ code 
will be set by the NRA deputy ad- 
ministrator in charge, Professor 
Lindsey Rogers, the latter part of 
this week. 





Ye Olde Hokum 


Since the rise of ‘Old Spin- 
ning Wheel’ to top selling po- 


sition Tin Pan Alley has gone 
in for a cycle of titles framed 
around the word ‘old.’ 

Last Wednesday's radio 
checking sheet, besides the 
‘Spinning Wheel’ number, had 
three of this genre. They were 
‘Ol’ Pappy,’ ‘Ol’ Mammy Ain't 
Gonna Sing No More’ and ‘Old 
White Whiskers.’ 














BRASS BANDS REVIVING? 





Publishers Orchestrate for Them 
After 10 Yr. Lapse 


Some of the pop music publishers 


have resumed turning out brass 
band arrangemeuats of their tunes. 
It’s a twist to the scoring phase 


that’s been out of practice for over 
10 years. Increasing calls in recent 
months from dealers for the all 
and woodwind versions has 
been construed in these publisher 
quarters as perhaps precursory of 
the community brass band's revival 
on a wide scale. 

As the next best thing when add- 
ing a pop number to their repertoire 
combinations have extracted 
the brass rt from stock dance 
arrangements a d filled in the re- 
quired paraphrasings. Pop genre 
that has received major call for ar- 


brass 


brass 


rangements from the brass band 
faction is the hillbilly tune. 





ANGEL IN NEGLIGEE 
CENSORED BY CBS 


Columbia’s program department 
last week applied the blue pencil 
to ‘Why Do I Dream Those Dreams,’ 
one of the numbers in Warner 
Bros.’ production, ‘Wonder Bar’ be- 
cause the lyric contained the word 
‘negligee.’ Line objected to read, 
‘An angel in negligee comes down 
to kiss my cares away.’ Network 
censor also held that the hooking 
up of the word ‘negligee’ with that 
of ‘angel’ would be construed by 
some listeners as sacriligeous. 
Witmark, which is releasing the 
‘Wonder Bar’ score, has arranged 
to have the blue pencilled line re- 
vised. 





Mike Trini, brother of Anthony, is 
batoning a band at the Moulin 
Rouge, Brooklyn. Spot’s floorshow 
includes Larry McMahon, m.¢., 
Frank Morey, Conie Lang and Elea- 
nor Gardner. 





NRA SYMPATHETIC TO 
BADLY HIT ORGANS 


Washington, Jan. 22 

Introduction of sound 
jhas responsible for 
| tial decline in pipe organ business 
|'NRA Administrator Hugh 8S. John- 
said last week in approving 
for pipe organ industry. Code 
goes into effect Jan. 27. 

Pipe organ makers had pleaded 
for special consideration on _ the 
ground their product was a luxury, 
requires careful work in manufac- 
turing, and sales have fallen off 
tremendously during depression. In- 
stallation of sound equipment in 
motion picture theatres was major 
factor in the decline of 31.4% in 
production between 1927 and 1929. 
Johnson noted in letter to Presi- 
dent Roosevelt, while church de- 
mand has dropped to a very low 
level. Prosperity must be well es- 
tablished before this industry can 
expect any sharp upturn, NRA 
boss added. 


been substan- 


son 


code 





MUSIC NOTES 


Freddy Martin replaces Eddie El- 
kins at the Savoy-Plaza Wednes- 
day night (tomorrow). Martin will 


pictures | 


————s 





Most Played on the Air Last Week | 





through-Friday week, regularly. 


and WABC, key station of CBS), 


Data obtained from ‘Radio Log’ 
Service. 














have an NBC wire. 


Duke Ellington turned out four 
sides of records at the RCA Victor 
studios in Chicago last week. Mills 
Blue Rhythm band also slated for 
recording, but laid off due to injury 
to its ace cornet player. 


New Kenmore hotel, Albany, 
N. Y., floor show is billed as ‘High 
Speed,’ from the Manhattan Casino, 
New York. Besides a line of 12 
girls, the acts are Blanche and 
Illiott; Nira Nash, Beth Lyons and 
Hddie Peabody. Johnny Johnson's 
Orchestra continues with ‘Uncle 
Harry’ McDaniels as m. c. 





Felix Ferdinando’s orchestra is 
now playing on the Paradise Ship, 
Troy, and broadcasting over WGY, 
Schenectady. 


Yacht Club Boys turned out their 
first four platters last week for Co- 
lumbia Phonograph. Recording con- 
tract with Columbia is exclusive 
and for a year. 


Dick Fiddler’s orchestra, which 
for some time broadcast over 
WTAM and the NBC network from 
the Lotus Garden Restaurant in 
Cleveland, is now on the air via 
WGY from the De Witt Clinton 
hotel in Albany. 











SO LONG MARY 
























We are proud 
to Announce that... 


Georce M. Cowan 


has appointed us exclusive sales agents 
for many of his greatest song successes 
including his newest hit . . . 


“INDIANS and TREES” 


x * * 


We take this opportunity to thank Mr. 
Cohan for his confidence in us and we 
will soon announce publication of these 
Cohan editions. 


FRANK CRUMIT SONGS CO. 
JERRY VOGEL, 
112 West 44th Street 





GENERAL 
MANAGER 


New York, N. Y. 























To familiarize the rest of the c 
and played on the air around New York, the following is the com. 
pilation for last week. This tabulation will continue regularly. 

In answer to inquiries, these plugs are figured on e« Saturday- 


Tabulation in turn is broken down into two divisions: Number 
of plugs on the major networks (WEAF and WJZ of the NBC chain, 


New York's two full-time independent stations—WOR and WMCA, 


WEAF 
WJZ WOR 

Title WABC WMCA Total 
‘On the Wrong Side of the Fence’... 17 25 4? 
‘In the Valley of Yesterday’....... 15 26 41 
“ee «Bete GO CP ci icickbsces c~e OS 20 36 
‘Smoke Gets in Your Eyes’......... 25 10 85 
‘Throw Another Log on the Fire’... 23 11 34 
‘Everything I Have Is Yours’...... - 20 : 14 34 
“Oe BOERS WOE 1c chascivevecs 16 17 3 
“SOCIATION bc kiens pw ceseceseecensh. ae 8 31 
S Bees WG FORe ask cbdcess on enay 17 12 29 
EES WO TH EVD 2 ctccdesdceuscev<s 16 12 28 

‘We'll Make Hay While the Sun 
NS PP ern ree ee ere rin ry 16 12 28 
‘Our Bis Leve Beene .ccccccess suee Se 16 27 
Tite Oniy a Paper Moon’s..cceeceee 18 12 25 
‘Good Night Little Girl’..... +s dateee! ae 8 24 
‘Keep Young and Beautiful’........ 15 8 23 
‘Did You Ever See a Dream Walking’ 14 6 20 


ountry with the tunes most sung 


along with the total of plugs on 


compiled by Accurate Reporting 








POSTPONE MAYER CASE 


Music Dealers Protest Delay—Law- 
yer Sick 


Trial of Max Mayer’s $1,250,000 
anti-trust suit against the Music 
Dealers Service, Inc. and the pub- 
lishers clearing through the _ dis- 
tributing combine has been post- 
poned again. Judge Knox in the 
New York Federal court last week 
put the case down for a Feb. 13 
opening. It had been scheduled to 


start Jan. 17. 

Adjournment was made on the 
motion of counsel for Mayer and 
bitterly opposed by Francis Gil- 
bert, representing MDS. Mayer's 
legal delegation advised the court 
that its member who was most 


conversant with every angle of the 
case, Irwin A. Edelman, had not 
fully recovered from an attack of 
amoebic dysentary but indications 
were that he would be in condition 
to resume work by the second week 
in February. Mayer's action is 
based on the claim that the MDS' 
methods of doing business were in 
violation of anti-monopoly laws 
and had resulted in heavy loss to 
the jobbing firm of Richmond- 
Mayer Music Co. 


Mills Goes West 


Irving Mills accompanies Duke 
Ellington to the Coast for ‘Murder 
at the Vanities’ (Paramount). EIll- 
ington will also double into the 
Paramount theatre, L. A. 

Ellington has several Coast weeks 
lined up right after completing his 
film chore. Mills meantime re- 
turns east pronto to sail Feb. 9 on 
the Majestic for London, with the 
Cab Calloway band. 








BIANCO ON WAX 

Eduardo Bianco, Argentine tango 
maestro, imported by Rosita and 
tamon, the dancer, has made his 
first American recordings independ- 
ently for selling through the Liberty 
Musie Shops of N. Y. 

‘Poema’, Bianco’s own tango dedi- 
cated to President Roosevelt, and 
‘Derecho Viejo’ comprise the 
first couplet made. 





PETRILLO CHANGES 
TRAVELING TAXES 


Chicago, Jan. 22. 

Change in Musicians Union rules 
now calls for immediate collection 
of two percent tax on weekly en- 
gagements on traveling orchestras, 
Last year the two percent tax on 
weekly engagement: was not cole 
lected until the end of the second 
week. 

According to the notice, all week- 
ly engagements—those of one week 
or more than one week—must pay 
two percent for each and every 
week based on the local scale, plus 
30 percent. 

Also a notice had gone out to 
traveling orchestras that the former 
50c weekly refund to each man on 
the two percent tax has been elime- 
inated. 


Goldkette in N 

oldkette in N. Y. 
Jean Goldkette has. transferred 

his business headquarters to New 


York, having deserted Detroit, 
where conditions played havoc 
with Goldkette’s National Amuse- 
ment Enterprises, Ine., including 


the Greystone ballroom and other 
nitery ventures. 

yoldkette, long a Victor recorde 
ing artist with his orchestra, is re- 
organizing his band and also opene- 
ing a talent booking office. Charles 
Horvath rejoins Goldkette. 


DIAMOND TOPS FAMOUS 


has been elected 
president of the Famous Music 
Corp. Other officers are Walter B. 
Cokell, v.p.; Norman Collyer, secy., 
and James S. Polk, secy. 
FE. M. C.’s board of directors takes 
in Diamond, Cokell, Polk and Sid- 
ney Justin. Practically all of these 





Lou Diamond 


asst. 


are also members of the Publix 
Paramount directorate. 

Paramount several weeks ago 
bought from Warner Bros. the lat- 


ter’s 50% ownership in Famous. 
Deal gave P-P the full control of 
the publishing concern. 





Inside Stuff—Music 


Only place where negro dialect is used in ‘Wagon Wheels’, a Shapiro, 


Bernstein publication, is in the appended recitation. 
being 
Absolute air ban on the number will be lifted Feb. 1. 


Bernstein, excepts the song from 


medium will, however, be restricted. 


Irving Caesar is getting to be something of an ‘official’ lyricist. 


This, avers Louis 


described as a negro lament. 
Its use on the 
With 


Edgar A. Guest whose poem, ‘Count Your Blessings’, inspired the popular 


song of that title, Caesar did the 


special lyrics for the Presidential 


Birthday Celebrations all over the country Jan. 30. 


Caesar also authored the words for ex-Secretary of the Treasury Wil- 


liam H. 


songs. 


W oodin's 


‘Roosevelt March’, 


He’s currently thematicizing film 


Friendly Broadway lawyers ha¥e been ribbing Hymie Bushel, attorney 


for Rudy Vallee, why he permitted the crooner to go to Hollywood 


t 


JUS*t 


for one picture and whatever income that may mean, when it leaves him 
wide open for a matrimonial action under the California state laws, «nd 
with it severer potentialities under the community property statutes 0! 

that state. 
But it develops that Bushel counselled Vallee against it. ] AS 
i 


Vallee’s own idea plus a sense of obligation to George White who 


given him his first legit opportunity 


in ‘Scandals’ three years ago 
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NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS 





SIMPLON, N. Y. 


Suave Nick’s Simplon Club is an- 
other of the former closed-door 
niteries which, because of the quali- 
ty of the establishment, was among 
the first (Dec. 5) to get the legal 
license to sell. Wisely Nick is still 
picking’ his patronage and giving 
out the same brand of quality en- 
tertainment although the tariffs 
necessarily had to be modified. Af- 
fable Alfred, the headwaiter, is also 
there to o. o. the room in general. 

Irene Bordoni is the present star 
with the Royal Jesters, novelty 
male quartet, and William Farmer's 
dance music rounding out the show. 
No couvert, the likker sales absorb- 
ing everything. 

Miss Bordoni manifests excellent 
choice of song numbers and regis- 
ters nicely. The Jesters, who come 
from Chicago where they were in 
‘Take a Chance,’ are politely ribald 
but in the main engaging. They 
have tiptop stuff authored for them 
by Jack Bassett and Manning Sher- 
win. Tommy Ladd of the Jesters 
does the limited conferenciering in 
the simple announcements. Jack 
Armstrong, the falsetto comedian of 
the quartet, likewise registers. Paul 
Pegue and Buddy Keehner complete 
the foursome, 

The Simplon, among the hereto- 
fore exclusive niteries, didn’t escape 
the early blights of the stiff hotel 
competish, but already the wander- 
ing customers are coming back to 
their favorite retreats of 10 years’ 
schooling in the post-prohibition 
era. This is already manifesting 
itself as being true for almost all 
the old favorite spots whose patron- 
age had been weaned away for a 
time by the hotels and other shots. 


PIERRE’S, N. Y. 


Jack Denny, long at the Waldorf- 
Astoria, is the new dance attrac- 
tion at the Pierre which, by its em- 
ployment of a name band, seeming- 
ly is intent on attracting more at- 
tention. On the other hand the 
Broadway bunch is miffed with the 
Pierre management on the theory 
that the austere headwaiter runs 
the place and he doesn’t want any 
song pluggers, et al. around. There 
was one signal argument over that 
which threatened legal complica- 
tions that never materialized. 


However, the Broadway bunch 
might also forget Broadway and 
think of the 5th avenue type of 
clientele, including the residential] 
patronage, which the Pierre caters 
to. 

Denny may not be permitted to 
sit down with the guests—accord- 
ing the hotel’s standards he’s just 
another of the hired help—but 
Denny is certainly for that type of 
hostelry. His rhythms are smooth 
vet sprightly, conservative vet com- 
pelling, and he’s in the proper set- 
ting in that Neptune Room which 
is the Pierre’s nom-de-grillroom. 
It’s a la the Seaglade although the 
St. Regis’ Urban room (Seaglade) 
eclipses this a bit in class. While 
not rococo exactly, the Neptune 
room is a bit theatric, but it’s to be 
welcomed in the otherwise overly 
conservative aura of the establish- 
ment, 


Repeal, the coktail hour, etc., have 
prompted Pierre’s to import an im- 
portant band such as Denny’s and 
he should click. Heretofore Wil- 
liam Scotti and more latterly Henry 
King’s crack dansapators held forth 











Abel. at this spot. Abel. 
Mrs. Spier Dies Chi Musicians’ Union 
Mrs. Hortense Spier, 62, mother Okays Non-Charge Rule 
of Larry Spier, gen. mer. of the 


T. B. Harms publishing firm, and 
with a reputation of her own among 
Broadwayites for her pies, died Fri- 
day (19) of heart failure at her 
home in Manhattan. Burial took 
Place Sunday, and surviving her, 
be-'des Larry, is a husband, David, 
and a daughter, Mrs. Ralph Levy. 

Her pie-making, which she devel- 
oped into a prosperous business, 
first gained Broadway attention six 
years ago when the son left a sam- 
ple from her oven with Lindy’s res- 
taurant. Within the course of a 
year Mrs. Spier’s pies had garnered 
the fancy of the customers, in addi- 
tion to Lindy’s, of Dinty Moore’s, 
Gallagher’s, Dave’s Blue Room, the 
Tavern and Rubens. 

Larry Spier, who had arrived two 
days before to spend a week’s va- 
cation, flew back from Florida 
Wednesday (17) and was with his 
mother at the end. 


REPEAL ENDS CHATEAU 


Spot Bankrupt—40% 
Loss of Trade 





Milwaukee 


Milwaukee, Jan. 22. 

Repeal was a bit too much for 
the Chateau Country Club, one of 
the popular night spots during the 
prohibition era. The finale came 
With bankruptcy proceedings filed 
in federal court last week. 

Busines fell off 40% as soon as 
folks could get all they wanted 
just around the corner. Chateau 
was one of the finest clubs in this 
Vicinity and may reopen later, al- 
though Leonard Vito De Stefano, 
proprietor, could offer no exact date 
for the reopening. 

Liabilities total 
sets $5,947. 


$43,076 and as- 





A Musical Thrill 


JULES STEIN 


and His 
Rainbow Gardens Orchestra 
broadcasting from Chicago 
via NBC and featuring 
these tunes of the times 


“EVERYTHING #t HAVE IS 


YOURS” ; 
“SITTIN’ ON A LOG (Pettin’ 
My Dog)"’ 

“WE'LL MAKE HAY WHILE 
THE SUN SHINES” 
“TEMPTATION” 

“OUR BIG LOVE SCENE” 
“AFTER SUNDOWN” 
“CINDERELLA'S FELLA” 


ROBBINS 


MUSIC CORPORATION 
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For Test Radio Platters 


Chicago, Jan. 22. 

Agreement was reached between 
the recording studios here and 
Jimmy Petrillo of the Musicians’ 
Union, permitting the recorders to 
take test platters off the regular 
broadcast wires without paying the 
musicians any additional coin. Mu- 
sicians’ ruling now stands, however, 
that discs taken off the broadcast 
wires and used for independent 
spots must be paid for at the rate 
of $30 additional per man per disc. 


NBC has a ruling on recordings 
taken from NBC wires that the 
discs so taken must be used only 
on NBC stations. 


JULIAN BROWN NEEDS 
HIS LEGACY; BROKE 


Syracuse, Jan. 22. 

A charge was made before Sur- 
rogate John W. Sadler today that 
the business affairs of Julian S&S. 
3rown, night club and theatre op- 
erator, were beirg jeopardized by 
failure of Municipal Court Judge 
Burton B. Parsons ,executor of the 
will of Mr. Brown's mother, to pay 
him $350,000 to meet pressing in- 
debtedness. 

The hearing today was based on 
an agreement reached in surrogate’s 
court on May 11 under which Judge 
Parsons was to divide $700,000 
equally between Mr. Brown and his 
brother, Charles S, Brown. As a 
consideration for this, Julian Brown 
withdrew his objections to the pro- 
bate of the will of his mother, Mrs. 
Mary L. Brown, who left a $2,500,- 
000 estate. Her under the 
will, were to receive the income 
from the estate for life, Judge Par- 
sons being trustee of the estate as- 














sons, 


sets as well as executor. 


Charles Brown, it was stated today. 
received his $350,000, but it was as- 
serted Julian had not received his 


ee 


orchestra, 


Oliver Naylor and his 





Atlantic City, are now at 
Rafters, Philadelphia. | 


through WCAU and WIP. | 


Ritz in 
| the Club 








AT MIKE 


America’s Smartest Rest 


611 Fairbanks 





MEET YOUR FAVORITE STAR OF STAGE AND SCREEN 


CHEZ PAREE 


CHICAGO 


FRITZEL’S 


aurant and Supper —_ 


Jelaware 1655 








Julian Brown contendec at the} 
May hearing that the $550,000 was | 
necessary to satisfy creditors and 
preserve his business affairs. 


who have been appearing at the | ‘Shuffle 
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Best Sellers 


music business 
week maintained the 
stride of the 


Sheet last 
sturdy 
previous stanza. 
Helping the general counter 
situation has been the fact 
that each successive week sees 
a new big seller added to the 
list. Last week’s newcomer 
among the leading songs was 
‘Smoke Gets Into Your Eyes.’ 
‘Old Spinning Wheel’ did bet- 
ter than two to one over the 
next top seller for the period. 

Best sellers for the week 
ending Jan. 20, according to 
distributor and syndicate store 
sources, were: 

‘The Old Spinning Wheei’ 
(Shapiro). 
‘Everything | Have Is Yours’ 
(Robins). 
‘Good 
(Morris). 
‘Smoke Gets Into Your Eyes’ 
(Harms). 

‘Did You Ever See a Dream 
Walking?’ (DeSylva). 

‘Easter Parade’ (Berlin). 


GEO. M. COHAN 
STANDARDS T0 
VOGEL 


personal gesture to Jerry 
George M. Cohan has en- 


Night Little Girl’ 














AS a 
Vogel, 


trusted publication rights to some 
of his old-time Cohan song hits, 
and also some new unpublished 


songs, to Vogel’s new Frank Crumit 
Songs, Inc. This is the recently 
formed music publishing company 
wherein the radio singer and Vogel 
are partnered. 

After the initial 28 years’ life of 
copyright had expired, Cohan 
wouldn't renew with Paull-Pioneer 
or Richmond-Mayer who had ac- 
quired these rights by assignment 
from the origina: publisher, now 
deceased, F. A. (Kerry) Mills. 

Vogel will reissue the Cohan 
numbers as separate songs and is 
having new modern dance arrange- 
ments made by Frank Skinner, 
Jimmy Dale and Jack Mason. They 
will not be published as a folio. 
Among the first of the 75-100 such 
numbers which Vogel (Crumit 
Songs) will publish are ‘Give My 
Regards to Broadway,’ ‘You're a 
Grand Old Flag,’ ‘So Long Mary,’ 
‘Mary’s a Grand Old Name,’ ‘Life’s 
a Funny Proposition,’ ‘Popularity,’ 
‘Always Leave Them Laughing,’ 
‘Goodbye Flo’ and ‘45 Minutes from 
Broadway.’ 

Two new Cohan songs’ which 
Trees’ and the ‘NRA’ number Cohan 
introduced on the air. 





BARNSTORMING JOYS 


Bridgeport, Jan. 22. 
Here’s the way Eric Peterson's 
ork jumped 
Florida for its winter season stand 
at Auby’s Lagoon, Miami Beach, 
where Helen Costello’s m.c.: 
Played last Northern dance job 
Wednesday night in Waterbury. 
Left at midnight for Florence, 8S. C., 
merely 725 miles. Arrived 1 a. m 
Friday. Slept till 9 p.m. Went to 
work on one-nighter to 2 a. m. Sat- 


urday. Packed and drove 600 miles 
to Fort Pierce, Fla., for Saturday- 
night part. Rest of trip Sunday 
morn, just a 125-mile lark. Opened 


in Miami Beach Sunday afternoor 


PERFORMING RIGHTS WINS 


Ottawa, Jan. 22. 





Canadian Performing Rights So- 
ciety has won out in its suit 
against the Canadian Radio Broad- 


casting Commission in the dispute 
over royalties on eight of the latest 
dance tunes. 

Justice Frank Curran granted an 
ion to the Society against the 
Commission 
ing the use of the musical octette 
Suv if Canadian radio fans 
off to Buffalo’, they'll be 
> it direct from U.S. stations 


injunct 


prohibit- 


Government 


hear 





Jack Mills has assigned to tl} 
Peter Maurice Music Co. of Londor 
tne British rights to ‘You're Okay 
and th the same firm closed a deal 

the American 4 ht té 

M Harry Leon and Le: 
iw 

Dick Fidler is the nev. maestro at 
the DeWitt Clinton hotel, Albany 
N. Y., replacing Nye Mayhew. 








| The 


Hotel Cocktail-Hour Hysteria 
Easing Off as East-West Side 
Battle for Trade, but Biz Good 





The New York nite spots are on 
the upbeat but it’s creating a para- 


dox on both sides of the town, 
Broadway versus Park Ave., with 
some of the former hot spots fliv- 


ving while others, heretofore bullish 

enjoy an even greater popularity. 
Hotels are now finding their lev?! 

canny impresarios of the 


|boites- de-nuit rightly figured that 


from Connecticut to| 


lafter the Dec. 5 





Vogel will publish are ‘Indians and ! 


hysteria the hotel 
thing would ease off. With the ex- 
ception of the Madison, Park Lane, 
Chatham, Marguery and the Wey- 
lin hotels, the former hot 
among the hotels already are quiet. 
or worse. And the Madison has 


snots 


eased a bit, too, on its drop-in 
trade. 
The hysteria which surrounded 


the Waldorf-Astoria to the degree 
that regular Waldorf patrons were 
squawking about service ‘'n’ every- 
thing, no longer obtains. The big 
Lyman and Olsen draws, respec 
tively at the Hotel New Yorker and 
the Pennsylvania, likewise have 
disappearéd. Both came into these 
pop-priced hostelries with repeal 
and in combination enjoyed sock 
trade, but now the less budgeted 
hostelries and more swank environ- 
ments on the east side are out front 

The hotels are all going through 
growing pains in attracting and de- 
flecting patronage, with the answer 
seemingly comparable to the nit- 
eries where a cozy atmosphere an‘ 
an intimate interior must be a pre- 
dominating element. That may ac- 
count for the more cozy post-repeal 
bar of the Weylir enjoying its cur- 
rent vogue. No question but that 
when the Ritz Bar opens around 
Feb. 1 it will attract all the Paris’ 
Ritz Bar fashionables, and enjoy its 
own vogue. But how long will it 
last is the question. 

Among the most signal hotel 
clicks on the strength of name- 
draw is Paul Whiteman’s business 
at the Biitmore. 

Broadway Trend 


As to cabarets in the Broadway 








art of the town, the Casino de Paree 


with its music hall-cabaret type of 


show, is doing turnaway trade. The 
Hollywood, with the return of Rudy 
Vallee, is stronger than ever, ani 


the NTG floor show at the Para- 
dise, long enjoying consistent bul'- 
market gross receipts, anticipates 
renewed couvert vigor with Buddy 
Rogers’ opening this Friday (26). 
The Casa Loma band at the Essex 
House (Colonnades) is also clicking 
in the Broadway sector. 

Of the most elaborate new cabh- 
aret restaurants in the Times Sq. 
sector, Ben Marden’s Palais Royal is 
figured to catch on ultimately with 
the proper’ show. The’ setting, 
cuisine and environment are gen- 
erally endorsed but the place didn't 
get off on its right foot with the 
floor show originally featured. 

On the east side of town the 
former closed door establishments 
like the Simplon, Stork, Club New 
Yorker, El Morocco, Mayfair Yacnt 
club, Moriarity’s (Marlborough 
House), ete., are doing right wel:. 
Some have even upped their food 
tariffs with the price of drinks 
down. Some also maintain the 
pseudo-closed door exclusivity under 
a membership gag to keep undesir- 
ables out. 

On the other hand some haven't 


been able to weather the storm. 
Merry-Go-Round folded. The very 
snooty 21 Club is off, Leon and 


Eddie’s is doing spottily but re- 
trieving its trade. Same goes for 
the Park Ave., which for a time 
was hard hit. Also off are the Em- 
bassy and surf clubs. The new 


Peppy’s Chapeau Rouge is catching 


the smart late biz. 


That there will always be a fieid 
for the closed door boite seems to 
be the conclusion through a situ- 
ation brought about by 10 years of 
post-prohibition training. The cock- 
tail hour thing is working out best 
for the hotels, however. 





— a. 
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Making Song History— 
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Vaude Producers 


Code Hopes, 





Won't Be Easy 





Name $3,000 as About Right Price 


for 


Final Session in New York with | .2ecg’2s.ce" |! Non-Name Units: Can't Find Writers 


Layoft Salaries Crucial Point 





| 


| 


film code will be turned over to 
a special committee picked by 
the code authority. 

Agreement to make an in- 
vestigation of the ‘hardships’ 





SILVER NO PEDAGOGUE 





Questions of money and stage 
material are up for discussion and 


= = ee ee ee suffered by vaudeville produc- Chi Morris Head Walks Out of é 
— 4 ers was the only net result of Thestetent Mebd- Glen settlement in all vaudeville circles, 
The vaudeville producers’ com- OFF IOWA . conference Thursday Cs) moet ew See eens Sie senerally 
mittee of three, whose petition for vom tag grt Eger a Chicago, Jan. 22. become unit conscious. On the 
code modification was heard in ; . . rator 50 eno Teat school of show business, /money end, consensus of opini 
by Deputy Morris Office Dodging That State; committee representing the which was in the making by Morris | sets $3,000 as a right price een 


Washington last week 
Administrator Rosenblatt, will have 
a final hearing this week in 
New York before the Code Author- 
ity board with John Flinn, execu- 
tive secretary, presiding. In addi- 


to Ask More in Other Spots 





Chicago, Jan. 22. 
Abe Lastfogel, of the Morris office, 
week on a 





new United Producers and Di- 
rectors Association. 
Indications that NRA is not 
sympathetic toward complaints 
of producers came from par- 


Silver and Paul Ash through the 
local Morris office, is flatly off. With 
stationery all printed and rooms set 
the deal collapsed when there was 
a wrangle over drawing accounts. 








name shows, if the booking of units 
becomes standardized and consecu- 
tive playing is possible without long 
jumps, 

At present the price of the non- 








swung into town last a ; ; 

tion to the changes desired in the]. upyvey of midwest vaude and ticipants in the closed gab- Silver has stepped out but Ash is | namers is nearer $4,000, due to an Drive 
vaudeville code, the producers Will] »eached two decisions regarding fest. Rosenblatt showed plain- still thinking of going through with | overhead, some weeks, of as much » gectaria 
ask for representation on the Code | ,nits in this territory. ly he will fight any reopening the idea in partnership with Joe /as $500 for transportation and show | 
Authority. He won't route any of his attrac- of the cde. Bren. hauling. moveme 
At the Washington hearing the |tions through Iowa, due to business Rosenblatt and the chorus- As for the larger unit shows with ' city. F 
committee, comprising Marty For- |e¢onditions, but will demand higher representatives were obviously names in the cast, no average figure ' Major I 
kins, Charlie Maddock and AleX |/guarantees for St. Paul, Minne- irritated by the producers a is likely to be set. These probably Fathe 
Gerber, advised Rosenblatt that | apolis, Kansas City and Omaha. test, taking the attitude that will play on percentage all over for sho 
none of the signers of the modifica- code negotiations lasted three with terms varying according to pears t 
tion petition, embracing all the months and were no secret. location, size and grade of theatre, people - 
major producers of vaude acts and Rosenblatt seemed particularly For these name units guarantees dustry. 
units, can invest a dollar in pro- WB piqued by the lack of definite plus percentage, has prevailed so The h 
duction activities unless given re- information and the general- far, but the current trend is to- Ellyn, , 
lief from present code provisions. ized kicks. Neither aia he ap- ward straight percentage on a 50-50 Loop, 1 
Employment for 500 — deeply empresses by or 60-40 split with the house. It ys 
warnings that the only alter- : % a child 

A favorable decision on their de- | native for producers is to Cleveland, Jan. 22. Scarcity of Writers LaVoy 
mands will result in immediate throw actors out of work and Circuit theatres, particularly The matter of material offers children 
commencement of production on shut up shop. Loew and RKO, are finding them- quite a dilemma. The difference be- orphane 
about 20 units the producers state With the matter slated to be selves up against a growing tide of tween a unit and regulation vaude whose ] 
That will mean employment for referred at the next code au- independent vaude opposition | Pill is not only in the physical pro- who fi 

duction and direction, but in the 


about 500 actors, besides the five or 
more people involved in producing 
each show. 

Appearing in opposition to the 
producers’ demands in Washington, 
because the producers are con- 
cerned chiefly with code require- 
ments for chorus people, was Dor- 
othy Bryant of Chorus Equity. It 





Pittsburgh, Jan. 22. 
Warners is stunt 
around this territory by sticking ‘x 
tabs for single midnight shows snly. 
First is ‘Night in Paris,’ witich will 


testing a 


thority meeting, outlook is 
that the government will nix 
any suggestions of a change 
and insist that further trial be 
made before action is taken. 











Stanley, Pitt, Does 


throughout the east and middle 
west. In Baltimore it’s Izzy Rap- 
paport, in Chicago its Jones, Linick 
and Schaefer, and here in Cleveland 
the Allen enters the field as an in- 
die vaude spot to play the biggest 
attractions it can get. 

The Allen has such attractions 
coming in as Ted Lewis, Thurston, 








way the talent is presented and in 
the continuity. The plan, to be core 
rectly carried out, calls for writers 
—and writers are scarce. 

The name units produced with 
the remnants of past Broadway 
legit revues, such as ‘Vanities’, 
‘Student Prince’, etc., have not had 
to face the material problem, but 





childrer 


Anott 
I 


&a ° 
eS was Mrs. Bryant who was instru- . 2 
f mental in making the chorus pro- | P!4y # Succession of midnights in Not Intend to Trail Sophie Tucker, and of units there | the non-namers can’t dodge it. Some 
4 .. visions the chief reform points in| towns where they haven't seen a will be ‘Vanities,’ ‘Student Prince,’ | special material has been obtained, 
; : \ Megan agg ee lighted stage for years. Penn on Stage Shows Century of Progress Revue.’ such as the Jack Stanley-Bill Tracy Mrs. 
i A report from Washington after| It’s a break for the units for it lyrics and continuity in the Johnny | lished 
ie the Rosenblatt hearing was to the| means only seven shows a week. Perkins unit, but on the whole there | dent’s 
ae effect that Chorus Equity may not | Top will be $1, which may be hard Pittsburgh, Jan. 22. |GUS VAN WITH GIRL is a severe dearth of writing talent, | jast we 
i oppose all the producers’ demands | to get in burgs where 35 cents is a Decision of the Stanley, WB's be si gpa problem is how to | in thei 
at tomorrow's New York session,|lot of coin. It's an experiment,| a,.ntown deluxer, to stick to AS CHI-NBC TEAM Sa ae ee | Earle, 
but will insist that the $35 weekly | however, and WB has decided to ‘ 2 e, rom Tadio, pictures or Mayr 
minimum for travelling chorus peo- | give it a try. straight pictures despite the Penn's wherever they've gone. velt wl 
ple shall stand. If successful, a regular ‘Midnight | (Loew) resumption of a stage pol- Chicago, Jan. 22. About 15 units, ranging from White 
In addition to a reduction in the} Circuit’ may be built up, towns | icy, cames as a surprise last week.| New sustaining talent being see an ae he a, eee pant 
minimum, the producers are ask- | setting a new show every couple| 4, ,5ouncement was made following | brought into NBC here by Sidney | within th ext ] ~ k = ts 
ing relief from full salary obliga- | of weeks. Right now Warners has Serote to take the pi f the flock 7 & COUPTS Of WOSKS, call. 
tions during the break in period ‘for no regular stage show houses among | 2” fee Sees eee of let joa ta t ‘oa - C i 4 rte ig Aas omg 
s ak- ne a onge 4 , - -outs last week. oming 1N/| while others are being held up b s v 
acts and units—they suggest two] its 70 houses in the Pittsburgh ter J. Hoffman, assistant to Joe Bern- |... gus Van, Arlene Jackson, Alice| producers pending outcome D4 Pan ,. 











weeks at half salary as reasonable 
—and a change in the code pro- 
vision that necessitates the pay- 
ment of $3 a day during layoffs, 





ritory. Spot bookings have been 
penciled in at times but with no 
consistency. 














hard, and Harry Kalmins, Warner 
zone manager. 

Both Penn and Stanley dropped 
stage shows in June, 1932, follow- 
ing differences with musicians. 

















Joy and Jackie Heller. 

Van and Jackson will appear as 
a double act. Idea being their series 
will be dramatization of the famous 




















fight for modification of salary pro- 
visions in the vaudeville code. Some 
of the units on the fire are: Gus 
Edwards, kid show; NBC unit with 





Curre 


Saane dence tegédte nan uae N y GOV REFUSES Local opinion is that the Stanley ne ee ee eeckens Sisters, James Moltow, B 
‘ é - : . Jimmy Wallington, }‘olasses and ry 
to four days, due to variance in d ? o4 will ultimately be forced to relight January; O. L 
opening days and distances be- ACTOR’S EXTRADITION its stage. F Pl t ?P °° ens ih age ae y yeeng 
tween theatres. Unless there is a Understood there's some WB re- anner as ers aris Nick Agneta, with Bobb eau 
consecutive route with no layoffs a against Loew for not oon- Connie Immerman, pt wns A troupe: Capt 
bo age at = by the yovernor Lehman last week re- pase A mt 7 ee Se Columbia, Tenn., Jan. 22. Ed Wynn's ‘Laugh Parade’, with showb 
ode wi alo \ e guccess- Rae - _ — ’ . ry N rai 
ful wuetias atibades ah. coms to eo of eget Units will be at the Penn only ‘Streets of Paris,’ road unit, which to oe "ate bebe = wash 
clare. a cert a Spe eer beh bills when available. Planned to alter- log ed Me ee Lapeer and Frank Richter pcs ry or- a Bari 
Mrs. Bryant Confab himself in vaude as Buddy Weston. ae — Pay Doon sag amc gored oo ee ae ‘ten chestras; ‘Little Show’, Hal Sands; after s 
The committee conferred with|At the request of Massachusetts] ants 75 for loges, and 50 prasalsing for | parted after a compromise in which Dave Apollon, by Benny Burke Bryant 
Mrs. Bryant at the Equity office} authorities Barnaby had been ar-| straight pictures. Agreement with| the show and the dancer divided (Curtis & Allen); Benny Davis re _ > 
last Saturday (21) with hopes of| rested Dec. 15 by New York police| ynions also bears this out. since | the $94 profits from Saturday night's | VUC; Joe Cook in ‘Rain or Shine’, ws te 
compromising on the disputed | charged with being a fugitive from! oni, 19 weeks’ work is promised | Show. Each paid $6 court costs. Morris Green; Pat Rooney, Codee a 2 
a gee as : a. ae ‘ os and Orth, Harry J. Conl Keller 1€0rge 
points prior to Tuesday's hearing. | justice. Offense involved had to d0| ¢4m now until Sept. 1 The dancer, claiming the company | *" , y onley, Kelle tai 
In Washington the producers| with his alleged failure to provide eo owed her $124.25 in back salary, at- Sisters and Lynch, by Curtis & Bryan: 
were given to understand, unof-|for a wife and two children living tached the box office receipts as the Allen; Harry Burns and Leavitt cago a 
ficially, that any reforms in the]in Milton, Mass. Sall R ° show was completing a two-days’|#"4 Lockwood, produced by them- Phe 
chorus provisions of the code may In opposing the issuance of ex- y and Waves in L. A, engagement at the Princess theatre. selves. . — 
not be gained without the ac-|tradition papers Barnaby’s counsel, Compromise was made at a hear-| — Indie Dates as — 
quiescence of Mrs. Franklin D.| Frederick E. Goldsmith, contended bo Nite ing before Squire M. S. King. The important independent dates roennraay 
Roosevelt. The President’s wife is | that his client couldn’t be a fugitive " Los Angeles, Jan. 22. in Baltimore, Louisville, Memphis, ‘ I + 
said to have taken an interest in|from justice since the offense with Sally Rand is going to wave her —" Chicago, Detroit, Buffalo and Pitts- _ 
the chorus girl situation. which he was charged had been fans at the Paramount Feb. 1. Magicians Can’t Drink burgh have gone practically 100% 
The producers have decided to| committed in New York and not ene m= WHR ‘Search for ° ° units. None is considering regula- 
call their organization the United | Massachusetts. Up to the time Beauty. During Working Hours tion vaude bills, even for fill-ins, 
Vaudeville Producers & Stagers As- | Barnaby left the latter state for a fe Minneapolis, Jan. 22, | referring to go straight films when ~~ 
sociation. It will be unincorpor-| New York, Goldsmith contended, ‘ne ’ Members of ‘Mystic 13 L units are not available. : oe, © 
ated. Next organization meeting| the formem had _ supported his Pink Folds . cetane tune Sine cieten alee eee cloak Eaehere moeran 
will be held the end of this week | family. of Magicians, here, have adopted a | have gone unit-minded with the rest ongagt 
after the Code Authority hearing. It was the first time this point . — — re en from | is indicated by the current week's 9 wr 
Some new producer-subscribers | had bh raised in New York ‘ ‘Strike Me Pink’ is the second of |imbibing in intoxicating liquors | bookings, which show units occupy- on a : 
>r-subscribers | had been raised in New York ex _—s - y during professional worki h : : Eev 
to the movement not included in] tradition proceedings. the tabloidized major musicals to . * Soe ee | ine the important stands, and with ~ mtu te 
Seek wack's ‘Mat..auas kaeses’ tes etic sine ala close this season. It folded after under penalty of expulsion from the/ the unit wave not yet in full swing. Kimbe 
Earl Lindsay, Bobby Connolly, ’ os ye age _ . bsg mae “i ae’ tee such as changing |] cng ree hs tangy — oe 
aery Crowtor a toa irst to go, was out 27 weeks. ‘Pink’ 7 = sucn as é age Follies’ at the Palace, Chicago; 
Tiatier State. es ieee wane en Agents Test Case had 18 weeks with no layoffs of | water to wine or whiskey which the Kate Smith show, Cedar Rapids; i ' 
aicinien ie as = an more than two days duration. magician concludes by drinking,| Olsen and Johnson, Columbus; R. 
ae ae James Barton was the star of|gsrape juice or tea must be used,|/‘Broadway Nights’, Hempstead; 
etroit, Jan. 22. ‘Pink,’ which Curtis & Allen pro-|according to the code. ‘Artists and Models’, Detroit; More You 
a e Two local agents, Arthur Rowland | duced. The code also provides for a min-|ton Downey, Kansas City; ‘50,000, the M 
Vaude for Oriental —_ rg a, —— not _ imum fee for entertainment con- |000 Frenchmen’, Omaha; ‘The New here, 
guilty to booking without a license tracts. The purpose of this is to] Yorkers’, Providence; mos ‘n’ Lycei 
ae last week. Trial is next week. ALTON AT PALAIS try to eliminate those magicians| Andy, Rochester: A Unit, aie 
Chicago, Jan. 22. Both claimed that they were Bob Alton who staged the Casino|who have been doing their act at |] Newark. Name 
Vaude policy for the B.&K. Ori- | operating for out of town agencies|de Paree revue will do the new|private parties ‘just for the fun Loew has Ted Lewis in Akron; to the 
ental is hot. Has been discussed | 2nd a test case is going to be made. | Palais Royal show for Ben Marden. | of it.’ ‘Crazy Quilt’, Syracuse; Buddy The 
off and on for the past few months,| If law is found to hold, all out of | Ethel Waters, Loomis Twins, the Rogers, Washington. Paramount is lesq ue 
but things are now coming to aj] state agencies will fave to get local! Elisens and a line of girls are so far playing the Eddie Cantor show at : 
head. Understood will go into aj licenses which cost $200 a year. set for it. Kivette will design the KEN MURRAY CANCELS the al New York, and ‘Student 
vaudfilm policy at 50c top. clothes and Jimmy McHugh and Death of the father of Helen and| Prince’ in Detroit. 
B.&K. is satisfied with what Dorothy Fields are authorig the spe-| Milton Charleston last week in Warners: Harry Delmar’s 
vaude can do for the box office and SAILING TO DOUBLE cial material, California, forced cancellation of | ‘Revels” Flizabeth; ‘Vanities’, Phil- Joe 
now has 15 theatres playing stage Tracy and Hay sail next month Meantime a variety floor show is|bookings by the Ken Murray turn|adelphia. Interstate: Johnny Per- Jy witht 
shows throughout the city. This in-|for four weeks in London .com- | holding forth including Nitza Ver-|of which they are members. kins’ ‘Melody Mad Parade’, Dallas; Had 
eluces four full-week stands. mencing March 4. nille, Florence Desmond, Gladys Act was to have played Washing- | Weaver Bros., Houston; ‘Bottoms few n 
It is all the outgrowth of Sunday| Team will double between the | Baxter, Caperton and Biddle and/ton this week and Philly next week| Up’, San Antonio and = Austin; gren 
vaude bookings. Palladium theatre and Savoy cafe. ! Emil Coleman’s orchestra. (26). Thurston, Waco. atrica) 
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Midwest Home for 


Aim of Father 


. 





Chicago, Jan. 22. 

Drive is now starting for a non- 
gectarian home for the children of 
show business and _ behind the 
movement is Father LaVoy of this 
city. Father LaVoy is the son of 
Major LaVoy, old-time showman. 

Father LaVoy is now canvassing 
for show business backing and ap- 
pears to be winning the support of 
people both in and out of the in- 
dustry. 

The home will be located at Glen 
Ellyn, Ill, about 40 miles from the 
Loop, if the project goes through 

It is estimated that $5 will keep 
a child in the home a week. Father 
LaVoy is figuring on about 200 
children and it will not only be for 
orphaned kids but also for those 
whose parents are on the road and 
who find it difficult to have the 
children travel along. 


Another ‘First’ for 
Mrs. Roosevelt as 
She Goes Backstage 


Wasain 
Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt estab- 
lished another ‘first’ for a Presi- 
dent’s wife when going backstage 
last week to visit Chaney and Fox 
in their dressing room at Warners’ 
Earle, vaudfilm house. 
Mayris Chaney met Mrs. 
velt when the team danced at the 
White House recently. Upon their 
return here last week the Presi- 


rton, Jan. 22. 


dent’s wife made the backstage 
call. 

Miss Chaney and her partner 
also were guests at the White 


House during the week. 


Current Units Force 
Bryant’s Troupe to Close 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 22. 
Captain Billy Bryant, vet river | 


showboat operator, is pack in town 
again. His condensed Show Boat 
stage unit, featuring ‘Ten Nights in 
a Barroom,’ folded in the midwest 
after several weeks of slim pickings. 
Bryant said novelty had worn off 
and he couldn't compete with the 
big tab shows and units now going 
out. He was out in association with 
George Wintz, who also sponsored 
Bryant’s legit engagements in Chi- 
cago and New York. 

Bryant, whose boat is docked at 
Cincinnati, came here to try to get 
a Pittsburgh harbor permit for next 
season but was unsuccessful. He 
starts the 1934 river season March 1 
at his home port. 


What a Jump 


Joe Nathan, who does a cartoon 
act, will have four weeks to re- 
hearse on ship beard before his next 
engagement. 

He leaves New York 
On a 4,500-mile ride to Alexandria, 
Egypt, where he will join the 
Kimberly and Page vaude_ unit 
which is touring the world. 


REOPEN CANTON HOUSE 


Canton, Jan. 22. 
Young and Rinehart, operators of 
the Mozart and McKinley theatres 
here, have taken a lease on the 


this week 





' 
Lyceum and will reopen it in about | 


three weeks with a vaudfilm policy. 


Name of the house will be changed | 


to the State. 





The Lyceum, last used for bur- 
lesque, has bee n dark for years. 
BREN DEPARTS 
Chicago, Jan, 22 


Joe Bren is no longer associated 


With the William Morris office here. 


Had been with the agency for a 
few months as convention 
Bren joins Paul Ash in the 
&trical school venture. 


the- 


Show Kids Is 
LaVoy of Chicago 


‘NIGHTS’ FOR RKO 


Chicago Unit Has Four 
Weeks at $4,000 

‘Midway Nights,’ one of the three 
Chicago-produced vaude units con- 
taining material from the midway 





Eastern 





of the World's Fair, is the first to 
land major booking in the east. 
RKO has bought the show for four 


weeks at $4,000 per. 

RKO time 
Cleveland with 
Providence io 


Feb. 9 at 
Boston 


commences 
Cincinnati, 
and follow. 


WILSON RVA SAN 





| 
Roose- 


contact. } 


EMP'RY HEAD 


Dr. Wilson, Dr. 


Edgar Mayer's associate and assist- 


George who was 
ant, is serving as 
head of the NVA 
Saranac Lake. 

Post was ordered filled as of Jan 
5 by the New York State Depart- 
ment of Social Welfare, which, fol- 
lowing an official investigation, rec- 
ommended demotion of Mrs 
| Katherine Murphy to the position of 


the 


‘housekeeper,’ for the good of the 
patients. 
Mrs. Murphy, from accounts, re- 





|} tains the title of ‘superintendent’ 
|} without having any authority over 
| or voice in the medical 
patients. But that she is still called 
‘superintendent,’ with all the title 
implies, differs from the status to 
which she was ordered relegated by 
ithe state. 

In New York the report is that 
Dr. Mayer may not return to the 
NVA san. He is currently engaged 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


in research work and lectures at the | 


Cornell Institute, which invited him 
to New York as one of the leading 
tuberculosis specialists of the coun- 
try. 


COLORED VAUDFILM 
FOR APOLLO, HARLEM 


Sydney Cohen has taken over the 
Apollo on 125th New York, 
which been under a burlesque 
policy for years, and reopens it Fri- 
day (26) with pi and all- 
colored stage shows. 

Clarence Robinson will put on the 
units for the house. A line of 16 
girls will be permanent. 

Frederick Heintz, assistant mana- 
ger of the Brooklyn Fox, takes over 
management of the Apollo, while 
Larry Cowen, handling ads and pub- 
licity for the Fox, will double in 
that capacity for Cohen's 
addition. 





street, 


has 


tures 





Soph’s 2 Flicks 
Closing her engagement at the 
Hollywood restaurant, N. Y., last 


Wednesday (17) Sophie Tucker left | 


| New York Saturday (20) for Miami 
ec open a brief stay at the Holly- 
wood Club, Hollywood “la., this | 


|Thursday (25). 

| From there Miss Tucker goes to 
| California to do two pictures, ‘Mur- 
lder at the Vanities’ for Par and 
Husband . Hunters’ for Majestic 


She returns east to sail April 27 for| hand. Bending down and writing 
London. }on a large blackboard on the floor 
———__ —--—_-— | was another committeeman. He was 

| writing the names on the slate as 
FIRE GETS HUNK d off to him by the first. Stand- | 
Spokane, Jan. 22. next to the one reading the 
| Hadji Ali, Egyptian fire eater,| names and just looking on was the 
| narrowly escaped death when his/| third committeeman. The last of 
| car le ft the road enroute to Spo- names as read off by the first man 
kane from Wenatchee and was|and written down by the other was 
completely burned up. | the list of names brought in by them 
Mrs. Ali suffered from shock and| shortly thereafter. Each of these 


Ali played his date at the 


none worse for his 


bruises. 
Orpheum the 


| experience, 


aan 


temporary medical | 


sanatorium at} 


care of the | 


Harlem | 


EQUITY EXEC ofa 
GRANT HANGS FIRE 


Also Denied That ABA 
Card Is Interchangeable 
for Equity Membership— 
Four A’s Holding Back 
on Charter 


ATTY’S OPEN LETTER 








| That the Actors’ Betterment As- 
isociation has been granted an 


American Federation of Labor 


charter, via the Associated Actors 
ind Artists of America is denied 
by Paul® Dulzell, secretary and 
treasurer of Equity. The grant is 
being held up by the Four A’s, said 
Dulzell, until ‘certain matters are 
| cleared up.’ 
| Ralph Whitehead, executive 
retary of the ABA and its spokes- 
; man in all announcements, pre- 
|; viously declared that the charter 
jhad been obtained. Whitehead’s 
contention that an ABA member- 
ship card is interchangeable for an 
Equity card, entitling the holder to 
participate in an Equity-member- 
ship legit show for his or her ABA 
dues, is also denied by Dulzell. 
The ABA dues are $12 yearly, and 
|for those joining during the open- 
jing membership drive there is no 
|initiation fee. Equity’s dues are $18 
la year and its initiation fee is $50. 
| While speaking at an ABA meeting 
; about three weeks ago, Whitehead 
mentioned the interchangability 
'and declared that an actor can save 
1$56 and still become a member of 
| Equity by joining the ABA, 
| Among the matters holding up 
ithe A.F.L, really the old 


sec- 


charter, 


White Rats’ grant, to the ABA, said | 


| Dulzell, are charges made during 
jthe past week by Irving Schneider 
i Who declares he was deposed, with- 
|out notice, as attorney for the ABA 
}and supplanted by Whitehead’s 
{personal lawyer, William J. Rapp. 
| Schneider’s Charges 
Schneider contends that the elec- 
;tions recently held were prear- 
jranged and that all those holding 
|ABA cars were entitled to vote 
rather than only paid in full mem- 
Schneider issued copies of 
an open letter which read in part: 
‘Each person on the council had 
'been personally selected by Ralph 
Whitehead, At different times sev- 
eral weeks preceding the night of 
the elections Whtiehead held a 
number of secreta meetings. In- 
'cluded in this group were the three 
men whom Whitehead appointed at 
'the election meeting to the nomi- 
inating committee...It is significant 
;}to note...that two of these men 
| who had been among those confer- 
ring with Whitehead and whom he 


bers. 


later put on the nominating com- 
|mittee, promptly nominated them- 
lselves to the council. This not- 


withstanding that one of them had 


been a stagehand and not an actor. | 


(Nominating committee of three 
was composed of Frank Lynch, Al 
|; Warner, who were later elected to 
the council, and Charlie 
Lynch apparently is the ‘stagehand’ 


toot. 


referred to by Schneider.) 
‘At about 3:30 a. m. on Jan. 5,’ 
|c_ntinues Schneider’s’ statement, 


while the nominating committee 
was supposed to be deliberating and 


i 
| deciding on a slate I walked into 
the ABA office where they were 


meeting .. I saw one of the com- 
mittee standing up reading 


names 


from a slip of paper he held in his] 


| members, it was later admitted by 
of them, had been given a slip 
(Continued on page 64) 


one 


NO CHARTER YET FOR AB 











In God They Trust 





At the indie vaude agents’ 
meeting Saturday (20), organ- 
ized to combat the Wald license 
bill, the matter of raising 
funds was brought up. 

One agent arose and 
thusly: 

‘We 
each other. 


spoke 


all know we don't trust 
So let’s appoint a 
committee of four to handle 
the money. It can go in the 
bank under the four names 
and they'll all have to sign to 














| touch it.’ 


N.Y. Palace Maybe 
All Screen Again 
With Animal Film 


RKO may change the policy at 
the Palace, New York, again, this 


time going to straight pictures with 
Frank Buck's 
‘Wild Cargo,’ on a grind run. 
Circuit first had the picture in 
mind for the Music Hall, but now 


new animal picture, 


wants it on a Broadway run, like 
‘Bring "Em Back Alive.’ If it lands 
in the Palace it will mean the 


|} fourth in-and-out for vaudeville at 
that house within a year. 

RKO, meanwhile, is still trying 
to dispose of the Palace. The op- 
erating department calls it ‘a head- 
ache.’ 


‘F&M MAY REPEAT TAB 
‘DESERT SONG’ VERSION 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 


Condensed version of ‘The Desert 
Song’ probably will be sent on tour 


jagain this season by Fanchon & 
Marco. Favorable replies from 


many indie exhibs has the proposi- 
tion looking okay. Same cast 
would be used as last year, with 
Perry Askam heading it. 

Previous circuit of condensed ver- 
sion broke all F&M booking records 
for length of tour, 73 weeks, 


Pan in Court 








San Francisco, Jan. 22. 
Alex Pantages is in the U. S. Cir- 
cuit Court of Appeals. He is ask- 


ing that the Pantages Theatre Co. 
stand the gaff for the $252,000 he 
paid out for defending himself in 


the Eunice Pringle case. 
Federal District Court in Los 
Angeles ruled against it once, but 





jin last year’s income tax payment 
|for the company the quarter of a 
| million was Claimed as an exemp- 
j tion on the grounds it was a legal 
corporation expenditure. 





| RKO Buys Downey 











The Morton 
just completed its 
has been bought by 


Downey unit, which 
Interstate time 
RKO for nine 


weeks commencing this week in 
Kansas City. 

Show plays straight percentage 
ion a 50-50 basi with the theatre 
all over. 


HOLMES’ PERSONAL 
Phillips Holmes may make a per- 
onal appearance at the Music Hall, 
N. Y., when ‘Nana’ goes in Feb. 1. 
Holmes, in cast of ‘Nana,’ re- 
turned from a London vacation Fri- 
day (19). 





Al Agents Organize to Fight 
Wald License Bill; Committees 
Appointed; Meeting Thursday ( 


+ 


Agents representative of all 


phases of talent management met 
yesterday (Monday) to organize for 
a concerted fight against the agency 
licensing bill introduced in the New 
York State Legislature at Albany 
last week by Senator Albert Wald 
(D.) of New York. Bill proposes 
the licensing and bonding of every- 
body involved in the booking or 
placing of theatrical talent. 

On Thursday (25) at 8:30 p. m, 
a mass meeting for all agents and 
artists’ representatives will be 
staged at the Astor hotel, New 
York, to declare the proposed bill 
unfair to agents and actors alike. 

Meeting yesterday (Monday) was 
held in the Loew's State Bldg., office 
of. Attorney Julius Kendler, who 
will represent the artist reps in 
their battle. Purpose was to devise 
a ways and means to combat the 
bill. Seven committees were ap- 
pointed, comprising two agents 
each, and each representing a dif- 


ferent department of the agency 
business, 
Specifically the bill asks _ for 


licensing of all agents and bookers 
under a license fee of $500; the 
posting of individual bonds of $5,- 
000, limiting commission charges to 
5% on all engagements, and appro- 
priation by the State of $25,000 to 
carry out the provisions. 

A statement published in a New 
York evening newspaper led to the 
circulation of an erroneous report 
in agency circles that Variety is 
one of several sponsors of the bill 
That is not so. 

Behind the bill as sponsor 
last summer is the Actors’ Better- 
ment Association, whose attorney 
William J. Rapp, authored the bill 
in conjunction with the New York 
District Attorney’s office. 

According to Rapp’s own admise 
sion, given in answer to a query by 
VARIETY on Saturday (20), the aim 
of the authors of the bill was to 
devise a corrective measure against 
the gyp and cheating practices in 
the indie vaudeville booking field, a 
measure which all legitimate peo- 
ple in the business agreed is badly 
needed, 

But the bill as written by Rapp 
and presented by Senator Wald 
generalizes and takes in the entire 
talent booking and agenting pro- 
fession, whether legitimate or no. 

The bill is confusingly vague in 
its definitions, It fails to differen- 
tiate between the booker and agent. 
Anyone even slightly familiar with 
the show business knows, or should 


since 


know, the difference between the 
two, 

The bill defines ‘theatrical book- 
ing agency’ as ‘a person, firm or 
corporation bound under the pro- 
visions of this article to consume- 


mate contracts between performers 
proposing to furn’sh entertainment 
and parties proposing to engage 
such performers to furnish such ene 
tertainment.’ 

‘Theatrical booking agent’ is dee 
fined as ‘the proprietor of a theatrie 
cal booking agency,’ 

Among other salient points to the 
bill are: Creation of a division of 
Theatrical Booking Agencies,’ in 
charge of a deputy to be appointed 
by the Secretary of State; licenses 
to become effective July 1, 1934: 
all applicants shall be citizens of 


the United States, resident of New 
York, or an adjoining state: of 
‘g00d moral character, who has 


never heen convicted of any crime’; 
revocation of license by the depart- 
ment upon verified complaint of ine 


fractions: publication in the dailies 
and trade papers of notice of li- 
cense or renewal application: duplie 
cates of all contracts for any ene 
gagements to be filled with the state 
department; performers ‘shall not 
be required .o give any lewd or 
immoral exhibition or to violate any 
provision of the penal law’; no split 
commissions. 

The seven agents’ committees ape 
pointed vesterday in Mr. Kendler’g 


(Continued on page 43) 
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UNIT REVIEWS 





BLACKBIRDS OF 1934) 


(ACADEMY, N. Y.) 
tabloidized ‘Black- 


minutes, 


Lew Leslie's 
birds of 1934,’ running 65 
should be a better unit than it was 
a Broadway production, but it isnt 
Like its short-lived try as a $3 mu- 
sical, the tab has the makings, but 
on the second day of its Academy 
N. Y., break-in (Jan. 16-18) it was 
a lethargic, uninspired colored en- 
tertainment with few bright spots. 

There's lots of players in a com- 
pany that numbers about 42 people 
(outside of the colored Pike Davis 
pit band), and not a little produc- 
tion, but somehow it doesn’t jell. As 
in the original Broadway try, the 
scenic and sartorial investiture are 
most commendable, but the paucity 
of talent figures negatively now, as 
then. 

The line that varies from 16 to 19 
girls at times is professionally ex- 
pert in the conventional Harlem 
manner, but sans any other distinc- 
tion. The two comics miss complete- 
ly. There is some specialty dancing 
that’s fair, and there is the produc- 
tioned presentation of ‘Mother's 
Son-in-Law’ and ‘Couldn’t Take It 
Baby,’ but that’s almost verbatim 
per the original Broadway script. 
Since this is intended as a 40c en- 
tertainment, and there’s a feature 
and other cinematic trimmings sup- 
posed to go with it, Leslie ought to 
apply the axe there. 

Entire unit seems to be weighted 
down by its embarrassment of 
riches in the line of credits and per- 
sonnel. It looks oke on paper, of 
course, for billing purposes, and the 
book, lyrics and song credits to Nat 
N. Dorfman, Alberta Nichols, Mann 


Holiner, Ned Washington, Joe 
Young and Victor Young are not 
merely space fillers. Charles Le 


Maire’s costumes and Mabel A. 
Buell’s scenery likewise rate lobby 
identification, but there’s so much of 
it the pruning shears are vitally 
necessary. 

The personnel lists Worthy and 


Thompson, Slappy Wallace, Kathryn 
Perry, Eddie Hunter, Speedy Smith, 


Lionel Monagas, Mary Mathews, 
Cecil Mack's Choir, Pike Davis’ 
Continental orchestra, Gretchen 
Branche, Louise Madison, Phil Scott 


and Al Richard. 

Same opening is used, a rehearsal 
scene with the chorus in rompers, 
and the stage manager giving out 
instructions. From the start much 
of the book was lost in the void of 
the large auditorium. That's the 
most important element Leslie must 
consider, for even with the trough 
mikes the pick-up isn’t any too good 
—at least not at the Academy—and 
it behooves him to figure principally 
for sight appeal. 

The succession of comedy scenes 
and stepology, with production song 
numbers, is thereafter along familiar 
and not particularly effective lines. 

Card game scene next, building 
up to a laborious pun on ‘spades,’ 
should be thrown in the ashecan. On 
the matter of unnecessary builder- 
uppering, that goes for the finale 
‘Black Magic,’ which doesn’t require 
that ‘Emperor Jones’ fol-de-rol or 
whatever is the idea. The costume 
and scenic flash alone would take 
the unit off far more snappily. 

The Harlem racketeer comedy 
scene is about the best of the laff 
moments. ‘Walking the Chalk Line’ 
next, then ‘Couldn't Take It,’ two 
song numbers right on top of each 
other. Of the three stepping porters 
in the front-of-the-foots specialty, 


one of ’em alone is the act. The 
others stooge. 
Leslie should salvage plenty out 


of his ‘Blackbirds,’ but it needs bet- 
ter routining. The ingredients are 
there. What’s more, he has per- 
haps the best trade name for colored 
revues for commercial box office 
purposes. Whether or not the vogue 
for colored entertainment has 
passed, there’s an institutional aura 
to the ‘Blackbirds’ label, dating back 
to that sensational 1929 show. 
Leslie should fortify his rep by 
making the proceedings jell better. 





Abel. 
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THE NEW YORKERS 


(ALBEE, PROVIDENCE) 
Providence, Jan. 19. 


For color, quantity, quality and 


wardrobe, Anatole Friedland’s “The 
New Yorkers’ is hard to beat. It’s 





clean-cut entertainment throughout, 
land about the classiest dish of the- 
latre this town has seen in many a 
} moon. 

There are any number of swell 
features about this new unit, but 
about the best bet is the splendid 
routine of a classy chorus of 25 
good-looking girls who handle their 
ensemble numbers with fine pre- 
cision, winning loud and prolonged 
applause from start to finish, which 
means plenty for a town that has 
a reputation of sitting on its hands 

The dances are of the familiar 
Bobby Connolly brand, distinctive 
and gay. Chorus has been spotted 
quite frequently through the hour 
and 20 minutes of the show’s run- 
ning time, and the natives liked it. 

There are 13 scenes which start 
off with one of Times Square bril- 
liantly illuminated, and the chorus 
going through a smart and snappy 
dance. Other chorus highlights in - 
clude a ‘Roxy’ number with the 
Roxyettes doing a cleverly executed 
ensemble routine in military fash- 
ion, the costumes being copied after 
the Music Hall girls. Then there is 
an Oriental number that is dressed 
gorgeously in both costume and 
scenery. 

Except in spots, comedy is of a 
mild variety. George Givot, Fred 
‘Pansy’ Sanborn and Norman Fres- 
cott furnish the lighter moments. 
Givot is off to disadvantage early 
in the show, the audience failing to 
‘atch his Greek dialectic humor for 
which he is known on the air. 

But in the closing scenes Givo* 
warms up to his audience, gettin: 
plenty of response, especially in th» 
telepathic number with Frescott and 
Sanborn. Givot also does an imita 
tion of Harry Richman. 

Sanborn clicks with his cleve~ 
pantomime. He is spotted in one 
number for about 15 minutes in 
which he uses a xylophone for com1- 
cal twists, embracing all kinds of 
stunts to provoke laughter, and get- 
ting it, too. 

Madelyn Killeen sings one or two 
numbers throughout the piece, lend- 
ing her personality to a very poor 
semblance of a continuity, which 
everyone in the audience forgeix 
after the first couple of scenes. 

The feminine hit of the show is 
17-year-old Dawn O’Day. The 
youngster has a swell style of danc- 
ing loaded with sure-fire person- 
ality. Sammy Krevoff is spotted 
twice for his whirlwind dancing. 

Business capacity despite the con- 
stant switches in policy at the the- 
atre, and tilted prices, highest ia 
town. Opening mostly due to nice 
advance ballyhoo, especially news- 
paper stuff concerning Connolly 
Friedland and others who came 
down here from New York to put 
the show in shape. 

‘Man’s Castle’ (Col) on the screen. 

Marcelle. 


‘MODERN NIGHTS’ 


(RIVOLI, HEMPSTEAD) 


Harry Krivit brought in a vaude 
unit on spec Friday (19) which was 
in no condition to be reviewed. It 
was a first day and with dozens of 
things to be corrected and changed. 
Obvious first day errors and ner- 
vousness and uncertainty. Expert 
repair work might create something 
quite different in a week’s time. 

What the unit has even in its 
first day crudity is laughs. That is, 
the Rivoli, Hempstead, laughed very 
loudly. This audience in a sense is 
a pushover, but still the Slate 
Brothers were responsible for most 
of the response, and these lads have 
heretofore aemonstrated an ability 
to do the same in houses where 
laughter is more reluctant. 

Primarily ‘Modern Nights’ is the 








Siate Brothers with production in- 
terruptions. They do their vaude- 
ville act piecemeal and with nu- 
merous added bits, Its easy-to- 
take hokum, fastly paced. Inter- 
rupters include the Christiansons, a 
foursome, who dance; Lee Paul, 
slick card manipulator, who gets 
some laughs with two wop stooges. 


and several lesser. participants. 
billed outside as Dinky Osmond, 
Diane Boswell, Joyce Summer and 
Louise Porach. 

Chorus was so new the girls 
didn't know each other socially. 
They kicked out of time and out 
of line. Russell Markert is report- 
ed as the dance director. It was 


hard to believe. A girl singer, all 
arms, hung around awkwardly dur- 
ing one whole chorus number when 
her exit should have been made 
after the song. Christiansons made 
some stepping faux pas. Girls seem 
unable to maintain the pirouette 
pace set by the men. 

Lee Paul was liked. There’s a 
note of class in his tailored ham- 
merclaw. A suave gent and a 
splendid trickster, he stood out. 

Number of special sets are car- 
ried, with a company of 24 or so 
and a leader. Its fate will rest upon 
how accurately the doctors diagnose 
the ailments and how successfully 
they apply remedies. 

Land, 


Lusiness was capacity. 
MURRELL UNIT 


(RKO PROCTOR’S, NEWARK) 
Newark, Jan. 20. 

Although these acts were all 
booked by Roger Murrell, they are 
not advertised as a unit. But Bert 
Walton acts as me. throughout. 
Presumably this is a unit in the 
making and is not ready yet to blos- 
som forth. So far there is no spe- 
cial lighting and aside from the me. 
who keeps entirely out of the indi- 
vidual acts, it is merely vaudeville. 

With a brief announcement Wal- 

ton introduces Irene Vermillion and 
the O'’Hea Sisters. Miss Vermil- 
lion does much hard acrobatic 
dancing, including a flying. split 
from the piano stool and a _ back 
somersault from the top of the 
piano. She pleases. The three O’Heis 
sing at length and end with a dance 
in diaphanous skirts. 
»On again, Walton takes to the 
orch. and comes into the pit, intro- 
caucing Leo Freudberg, the leader. A 
stooge, apparently trying to get a 
front seat, talks with Walton, who 
finally gives him an ‘audition’ from 
the pit, while Walton kids him with 
gestures. The stooge, a tenor, wins 
the crowded house and gets en- 
gaged. Don and Betty, youngsters, 
do a short tap on drums. 

Reynolds and White, with their 
usual act, play instruments well 
with one using a trick trumpet and 
violin with explosions and a lumin- 
ous nose and head. One turns out 
to be a woman. Sibyl Bowan does 
imitations of screen stars and 
swishes with a Mae West. 

Walton brings in the stooge and 
teaches him to sing, which is amus- 
ing. The stooge’s singing gets the 
biggest hand of the show, and he 
should get his name mentioned, at 
least. 

Concluding are the Russian 
Revels (17) with a balalaika orches- 
tra, two girl steppers, and a dancing 
gold figure. With their Russian cos- 
tumes and a bright set they make 
a colorful picture, while the Rus- 
sian music and steps click. 
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MORT. DOWNEY UNIT 7 


(AMBASSADOR, ST. LOUis) 
St. Louis, Jan. 18. 
Morton Downey spent  severa} 
grand whipping this show into 
shape, and from the scenery and 


production, it certainly looks it 
Caught first show Friday, show 
clicked from start to finish, with 


never a let-down. It’s playing here 


after the trip over the Interstate 
circuit in the south. 
Travelers open and Downs y’s 


eight male singers run on singing, 
‘We're the Ones the People Like’ 
followed by chorus girls with same 
patter, Niki Lou Norman, the Frank 
and Milt Britton Band, who vary 
the opening challenge with a line 
that gets a laff; Olive Olsen, in a 
fan dance burlesque, and Downey, 
discovered in the backdrop. 

Downey sings a chorus of ‘Caro- 
lina Moon’ and then makes a short 
speech about the show and the cur- 
tains close in, leaving the chorus 
to do a fast tap routine in ‘one.’ 

Olive Olsen in the number one 
spot has a lengthy act, but one that 
clicked throughout. Interspersed 
with patter, she does several spe- 
cially written songs, one an in- 
terpretation of various women. Girl 
proved almost a sensation and show 
had difficulty following her. 

Chorus girls and boys then do a 
pretty number, followed by Niki 
Lou Norman for one chorus in 
‘one,’ who then introduces Britton 
Band. Boys have most of their old 
gags which still go terrific and a 
lot of new material, sure-fire for 
laffs. In addition to the comedy, 
the various individual specialties, 
such as the trombone imitation of 
the airplane and train went very 
gzood, 

Chorus then 
cleans stage, 


out with mops and 
seting the spot for 
Downey. Working with aid of the 
mike, the high-voiced crooner did 
five numbers and could have done 
as many more. His old standby, 
‘The Rosary,’ clicked heavily, as 
did ‘The Last Round-Up,’ despite 
that Jackie Heller sang it for five 
weeks here earlier in the fall and 
number was figured washed up. 

Macklin Megley staged the show, 

Show ran one hour and five mine- 
utes Friday, but was tightened to 
an hour later. 





State-Lake Acts 


Chicago, Jan. 22. 
Billy Diamond returned from New 
York last week after signaturing a 
flock of acts for a week at the Jones, 
Linick and Schaefer State-Lake. 
Acts set are Olive Olsen, Arthur 


Tracy, Paul Remos, Stuart and 
Lash, Eddie Lambert, Jerome Mann, 
3ert Gordon, Frank Richardson, 


Harry Burns Co., Lew Parker and 
Gang, DeVito and Denny, .Clifford 
and Marion, Leon Navarre, Ames 
and Arno, Five Cracker Jacks, Ale 
len Kent Foursome. 

On the fire are Lester Allen, 
Aileen Stanley, Ed and Morton 
Beck. 





RKO VAUDE 2 DAYS 
RKO Madison, Brooklyn, takes a 
weekend vaude policy beginning 
Saturday (27). 








ENGLISH—dates. 





FRED SANBORN 


After fighting with the French Language 
in Paris is now back again to pick up his 




















IF YOU 


THE FIRST NEW TYPE SHOW 


“BOTTOMS 
UP” 


28 PEOPLE—10 SCENES 


Week of Jan. 20—MAJESTIC 


SAN ANTONIO 


PLAY STA 


READ THE ANSWER 





and ev 





SOUTHERN ENTERPRISES, 


CLARENCE E. LINZ 
Receiver for 


Melba Building, Dallas, Texas 
R. J. O'DONNELL, 
Executive Assistant. 
Manager ‘‘Bottoms Up'' Company 
With Mr. Hoblitzelle I just wit- 
nessed your show, we both think it 


a great show—not a dull moment 


erybody works. 
Sincerely, 
(Signed) Clarence 


INC., OF TEXAS 


E. Linz 








Each Revue Includes 16 CHESTER HALE GIRLS 


HICKEY-ANGER PRODUCTI 





SHOWS 


THE SECOND NEW TYPE SHOW 


“SWEET and 
LOWDOWN’ 


28 PEOPLE—11 SCENES 


Week Jan. 26—PITT THEATRE 
PITTSBURGH 


ONS 


1564 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK 
LONGACRE 5-8449 
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NEXT WEEK (Jan. 26) 


Variety Bills 


! 
Van Cello 


(Others to fill) 


Violet Ray 
(One to fill 


ST. LOUIS SAN FRANCISCO 
St. Louis (26) Warfield (26) 
Bob Murphy Anson ‘ae 
Mullen Sig Larry Adler 
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Kay Katye & K 
Girl Friends 
Gary & Dixon 
Alice Kellerman 
Marion Martin 
Harriett Myrne 
Sophie Tucker 
Hotel Dixie 
Art Kahn Ore 


Hotel Lexington 





Petit Palais 
Rennie 
Langford 


Guy 
Frances 
Rhys & Owen 
Counters Deon 
Jay Lynne 

Mile Deoris 
Crawford & Caskey 
Jolly Coburn Ore 


Place Piquale 









































































































































NEW ACT 


‘JOHN HENRY’ 
With Juan Hernandez 




































































Harry Rosentha] 0 ; ; 
THIS WEEK (Jan. 19) | rch ie ore | EZ, Rasa [Singing 
: . . —— | Alfonzo’s Ba ins.; ull (Special) 
Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of Week of Jan. 22 Hotel Montclair P Orpheum, N. Y 
7. . . . 
show, whether ful! or split week | Canterbury M. H. |R & E Miles j ¥m Scotti Ore Plaza Cafe lg . , 
Ist half (22-24) Tony Gerard Mario & Eulalie Lou Taylor A CBS presentation of a musical] 
Cole & Stanley 2d half (25-27) , . Irv Grasimann sketch novelty which y is on the 
; 3 Sonos Cole & Stanley motel Now Weeker | Harry Seeman air waves for sometime prior to live 
aieunen Jack North INDIANAPOLIS 2d half (25-27) 3 Menos Abe Lyman Ore Eddie Ashman P 7 ee Pint ; 
Ann Pritchard Loew's (26) 3 Edmund Boys Tony Gerard at Al Aeshane or six months ago. Artists S: rvice 
Gates Ave. Ted Lewis Rey R & E Myles LEWISHAM Hotel Roosevelt Bureau is booking the attraction ‘in 
Ist half (26-29) JERSEY gare Dominion ae Rubinoff westanrant Ee Buel vaude Where it fills its assignment 
, » Rie : ew's (26 Alfred Ire alac - 2 Arthi Varren’ ) ‘ f . 
elltery eat, “© lven Were ines |“ Kit “Rat Rest. Ladd Grace & C Jimmy Kelly's —— wee © mo Worthy manner, An ideal 
NEW YORK CITY CLEVELAND Hickey Bros Mary Haynes 8 Rhythm Girls Fay Dawn Chiquita Russian Arts middle-of-the-bill choice for vaude 
Palace (26) ’ Palace (26) — Ann Pritchard Co Bernie & Walker Mae Wynn 4 LEYTON Rita Renaud Joe Morantz Orch |cCombinations of average or better 
ely raul) gtan ~~ oo 2d half (30-1) on 2"E R New Victoria Savoy Jean McCauley Renee & Laura classification. 
Four to fi Sta \avanaugh ‘ ans & Lynton ev! Roy Fox Bad ai *hyllis & & Del Lopez 3 Nie ’ laric ; sae P — 
(19) Weist & Stanton Fred Weber MONTREAL * Palladium + tn aoa icon” “| nection tas Bere Biren | Juan , Hernandez does the char- 
Van Horn Inez & L! Amos 'n’ Andy Masters & Grayce Loew's (26) Mary McCormiec Keith Wilbur Osgood Sis Misha Usanoff acter of the Black river fiant who 
Ross Wyse (19) { Flushers ; Monroe & Adams S | Lew Stone Bd NEW CROoOss Joe Capella Orch : leads his cohorts in song and, 
Gertrude Niessen Gene DeQuincy & L Louise Gay Co T’' & B Wonders Brookins & Van NEW Ss! : Samovar mong other things yoes in for 
Gordon & Ryan Jack Whiting Co ‘ Ws Lang & Squires Anderson & Allen ; Kinema Kings Terrace Eli Spivack . Ket re. Goer 
Gracella & Theo Milton Berle Metropolitan (26) Buster Shaver Co | Naunton Wavne Morris & Cowley Al Shayne Mina Miraeva voodoo savagery. The closing num- 
Academy Rosalind Berle Casting Stars Carr & Martin | Baron & Blair O’Shean & Joan Gladys Bentley Paul Zam Ore ber in which he exerts a voodooistie 
Ist half (26-29) ownn MeGivney Speed a une Dancing Aces | Palladium Girls Tarano & — R'b'ri'gs’ Williams johnny Russell spell as a means of marking his girl, 
Cevenes erbert Barris tocK & Sul NEWARK . PECKHAM T , ) P ma ; : : : a 
Benay Davis Rev COLUMBUS Buster West State (26) “ee Palace ere ae Savoy-Plaza that no other man will anvite hime 
bd half. (30-1) 105th St. (19) California Revels Gordon's Doers pied Morris & Cowley oo oe Freddie Martin Orc | 5¢!f to her atteéntiton or be invited, 
Sibyl Bowan Olsen & Johnson Valencia (26) Henry Thierrien Co] Houston Sis O’Shea & Joan ae Fi Sa ans "tis colorfully dramatice. Hernandez, 
Medley & Dupree DAVENPORT Honey Fam Parker Wynne Co | Leon Rogee Tarano & H'dwick | Walsh & Arnold Simplon Club Whose voice impresses throughout 
Song Writers P’de Keith's Hilton & Garon Billy Glason | Elizabeth Tower Antobal Cubans ene Bordini is equally as effective ir Stas ll ; 
(Two to fill) Ist half (19-22) Francis Langford Enrico & Novello | Maurice 3 Magnets Manhattan Grill King's Jesters ae ee On ee fe ner terete ty see A 
2d half (23-25) Kate Smith Rev Herb Wilhems PITTSBURGH CLAPTON 3 Maxfield Bros ‘ ’ Wun Besmar Occ as he churns himself up into a high 
Honey Fam DES MOINES Adair & Richards Penn (26) Rink Victor Moreton Tom Brown Orch p siete sweat in invoking the powers of the 
Freddie Craig Jr Keith's . BALTIMORE Carroll’s Vanities Concha & Concha SHEPWRDS BUSH} Hans Bruno St Moritz Hote! gods. 
Jeanie Lang Co 2d half (30-1 hee ane PROVIDENCE 4 White Flashes 0 i — C Leon Belasco Orch |' % corrian @ A Ne o «a ” 
Hal Sherman Kate Smith Rev Pm... omg (26) Loew’s (26) Ayr & Leslie Wewtar "A ton Meyer Orch Vera Van Act carries a ¢ horus of 12 colored 
Alex Hyde Ore DETROIT | Hol 5 » Ge Winnie & Dolly COVENTRY STAMFORD HL | Mayfair Yacht Club! Margarite @ Leroy singers and a girl. Latter is a stage 
Audubon Downtown (26) Ede: “hie ad Pete Palace seen. Dwignt Fiske prop for the closing number but 
Ist half (26-29) Monroe & Grant Whoutes eee sluey | Radio Rogues Dennis 2 Regent ee ae St. Regis Hotel leads to it in a brief song and dance 
Harriet Hutchins Vie Oliver D Set pg 00l8ey | Joe May & Dotty Hugh Ormond 3 Accordion oe Maurej)} & Cordova Phil Harris } ‘r. She has 1 ~ f wae alit 
- : ne wy ec Alexander & Santo: Senties Sonu Fyne & Furley eR Walter O'Neil] Orc Caperton & Biddle humbe r. emhne nas 0 S Of personali y 
— oe wee ROCHESTER EAST HAM Anita Chas & Alvis and might develop importantly in a 
BOSTON Loew's (26) Premier STRATFORD Montmartre Club Small’s Paradise | specialty way. 
Orpheum (26) Cab Calloway Ore | Lloyd & Hill Broadway David-H’da Murray Bl: , a : = 
j I i ay lo) J ; lack Rhythm’ R i é é . 
PAUL KIRKLAND | Tankai & Okinu W’SHINGT’N D.C./ 2 Greene Bros Freddie Phyllis & A Teddy Lynch Pr Johnson : A plant Pe 3 drop, cabin, ete., 
Playing lirving Edwards Fox (26) 3 Aberdonians Mayer & Kitson Raoul Orch Meers & Norton serves as background, men carrying 
SCALA THEATRE | Benny Marks Co Dodge Bros Co HAMMERSMITH | Keith Wilbur p 3 Speed Demons sledge hammers to further bring 
Berlin aoe [oe 4 pt saueray ” aenince - agers Moulin Rouge, B’kn | Geo Walker out a picture of railroad workmen. 
‘uke McHale Co -ew Parker Co ae rynn 4 servo & Knox ue y McMsz Wm Spellman rr 
NOW | (One to fill) Alex Hyde Orch Naylor & Cecil 1934 Road Show oaks eee 3 Palmer Bros ~# ‘ae aon ae ook a cee 
HOLLOWAY STREATHAM Eleanore Gardner |May Alex a a ; 
Steet te Marlborough Palace Frank Morey Chas Johnson Orch | of driving rail spikes, orchestra 
LEDDY & SMITH Pyne gion, Kings 3 Magnets Martin Trini Orch Taft Gril supplying a metallic accompante 
aramount nit Chae mal is | 3,,%axfield Bros ment for effective results. 
aan ILFORD Alvis} Victor Moreton Murray’s Geo Hall Orch Over well up here Thursday night, 
_ - NEW Y Super TOTTENHAM Johnny Howard nae Seve ‘Char. 
NEW YORK cC:Ty, Margot Crangle Llo ‘en 4 alace sobby Brinn nddie Jackson 
Tracey & Hay Mary Small Paramount (26) Ray Huling & Seal He aD , Concha & Concha Edith Lowe Jack Murray Ore 
firk Hows 1 Gordor Reed & K Miriar opkins * 2 } ‘ 4 White Fiashes N z, s - 
ere & & Stone & Vernon oe Pin yo . mt ng lf ” “ISLINGTON Ayr & Leslie reel oy SO Vanderbilt Motel |MASTERS and GAUTIER 
(One to fill) _ Large & Morgner Radio Rubes ARS Tac , Sam's Sine Ea WOOLWICH Ethel Agid Nathan Kroel's Ore Comedy, Singing, Dancing 
Ist half (19- (19) (T'wo to fill) nada ‘ 29_9 ron Leah Lazarus i . 
Dara & Costa Artiste & Models AUSTIN Marea Baye Ba uaa De a." F ee Jim Josephs Orch Tle Toe Club 15 Mins.; One 
Roth Murray & K HEMPSTEAD Paramount Uptown (19) — aia ee Nellie’ Gypsy Markoff Ore Orpheum, N. Y. 
Main Streeters og _ Rivoli 2d half (31-2) Pave Apolion Nellie's Roundap | Charies Judeis Here are the makings of what 
Ann Sutter 2d half (20-1) Weaver Bros vanzi Godell e e Nellie Edwards : looks I > t ‘losing t 
Hardeen Delmar’s Rev (Two to fill) Nora Williams P lal Jack Davis Village Barn OooKS to e a next oO ¢ OsIng ac 
BROOKLYN KANSAS CITY BUFFALO Ruth Jean & Gail rovinc Adele Ferguson Puul Tremaine for that spotting on all bills, Not 
- Alhee (26) Rpt ph ad _ Buffalo (26) DALLAS Hatele “Rae Fddie Pritchard exactly rough in its present form, 
vertrude Niesen 50 M'l'n Frenchm'n] } ilton Rerle Majestic (26) ata N Josh Medders aving ( r e y 
Cass Mack & Owen (19) Geo Prentiss ‘Goin’ to Town’ Week of Jan 22 Doris Baxter Georgia Wildcats Raving on eee ents co hols 
Reggie Childs Ore | Morton Downey Maxellos DETROIT . ; Nitza Vernille June Kay down the envied position up here, 
(Two to fill) NEW ARE Evelyn Dall Michigan (26) BIRKENHEAD PORTSMOUTH Florence Desmond | Lulu Bates but as it goes along will improve, 
(19) Proctor’s (26) , CHICAGO Julianna Park Hippodrome Caperton & Biddle | Floria Vestoft The threat to develop is strong 
Av-thur Petley Co Connie's ‘Hot Choe Chicago (19) Zmil Boreo Mastersingers Danny Malone Emil Coleman Ore Ted Fletcher in this case 
Hunter & Percival (19) Warry Richman FT. WORTH BOURNEMOUTH | Co as booked H., Montgomery ar le ie 
Radio« Rubes | Irene Vermillion Vincent Lopez Worth Regent SHEFFIELD Paradise . Both men of the double are cape 
Barry & Whitledge | Reynolds & White | Janet Reade Ist half (27-30) Eileen Latham Empire Buddy Rogers Village Nut Club able, one as a comedian who fools 
ae ey Rert Walton Bvane Balin sai og STON Schace Billy Rowan 7 raten Geer ; ee woes around a little with songs, the other 
adise e é uvans Balle f y t } TITY SS C’ntess Vo ,0es Zars # g traio , . 
Ist half (27-28) Russian Revels Cherniavsky Meiropolitan (26) | 2d Crazy Show Golda & May Senette s. han seotee a =e. 8 straight who snaps out of it 
Gilbert Bros OMAHA Harding (19) ‘Melody Mad Pr'de’ LEEDS Chris & Colombo Ann Lee Patterson Milton Spielman Or well on dancing. 
Sybilla Bowhan Keith’s (26) Edna Carey Cura SAN ANTONIO Empire Borstal Boys Nelda Kincaid Comedian Gautier, is a good comig 
Harry J ae Morton Downey Rv] Sammy Cohen Majestic Lake's New Show SOU BANETON Dixie Dunbar Vogue type. He is a little of this and a 
Arren & Broderick (19) Doris Roche Ist half (27-30) Wilkie Bard ppodrome ye : . > = 
Lee & Rafferty 50 M’I'n Frenchm'n| Agnes Ayers Weaver Bros Fred Barnes ‘How Do Mr Br’wn’ ore Ta Frances Maddux little of that, doing a dope that 
Prospect PATERSON Tom Dick & Harry | (Two to fill) Florence Smithson | Teddy Brown Edith ‘Roark Waldorf-Astoria lear strongly to stew stuff. Mean- 
Ist half (27-20) Keith's Retty Jane Cooper TORONTO Harry Champion Bower & Rutherf’d Jack Fulton Posita & R: while he’s a little of Joe Penner on 
Delmar’s Lions Ist half (26-29) Lathron Bros Imperial (26) Rego 2 SUNDERLAND a tne anyinte: amon amg : dee a : 
rg lt ; _ (26 g - Goldie Uyemia Strence business and gestures, and a touch 
(Others to fill) Regent Revels Marbro (19) fount Bernivici Ry Kasracks Empire Robt Lawrence E Madree - , >. 
Ist half (20-238) Sid Marion Vie Oliver WACO De Suter Bros Jack Payne Bd Sherr Bros ‘ x perp Pr pig Ore}of Rex Weber on talk, 
4 Cards 2d half (30-1) Zelda Santley Waco Desmond’s Girls 2 Shamvas 7 Peon Qa” Orch Team sailed into a strong hand 
Kirk & Lawrence |Swan & Lucille Miles & Kover Ry Ist half (27-29) 2 Anartos C & N Kay Paramount Gril) by ; Thursday night, forcing an encore, 
Larry Rich Co Herbert Faye Pops & Loute Rottoms Up : Dines & Dines Melvilles Herber & R Jaftry Ore y ent, for 8 Char. 
Marsalis & Richey | Annie Judy & Zeke NOTTINGHAM Jean Kennedy Gertrude Host Wivel Cate . 
Oriental Follies Hal Sherman Empire aeeeee Wa Pie at 1 Ore 
2d half (24-26) Joe Wong Co Armstrong Bad Bert Watson . ay SFB _ rt ween 
Dorothy & King B| 2d half (23-25) W. Hippodrome SWANSE: Park Central Hotei | 22°" c . 
Pall Mall 8 Elecins arner Syd Seymour Empire aaa on D> ote Lillian Lorraine A ents to Organize 
Arren & Broderick] Gordon & Tona —--— Mathatters Bd Ist Crazy Show Harriett Hillison’ sateia “te F 
ting y f irey Chapli TY, - . er : bang acd) u resne 
ane rane an 5 ote Toa ELIZABETH on to fill) \dair & Richards La Salle Orch 
24 : a4 Zz (20) 
Tilvou Stenning Stars at hat 209 ax te Wantitan . ‘ : j 
Ist half (27-28) PROVIDENCE on y ele «ABIL Cabarets CHICAGO (Continued from page 41) 
Capps Fam Keith’s (19) aoe * . “ae a ; +. se : 
. a “d halt 24-26 y le 2 P . > . . . or 
OmTTON |S Role fae MU tO | Barle G0) (Wainer Roomy | Elves’ gayce, 4, [ollce, and the division each repe 
BOSTON ROCHESTE eliidr ds Wadnie ee Eeeing B a 0 re Smee Bo ee 
Keith's (26) Keith’s (19) PHI \DELPHEA rise “ae ot NEW YORK CITY Helen Nafe wartes: Moline a re her 1 Equi ts) 
na oad . 2 on ae T.A.R.A. Cicensec “quity agents 
Earle (26) Proski's Tigers Al — Myrio & Desha . : 
- - Be! Algonquin Hotel The Murrays Colosimo’s . ta Se om : 
| Cooper & Pickert | Grace Edler & } Elmo & Re : —M. 8S. Bentham, Richard Pitman, 
OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE i | Hill & Hoffman ria Dome, als ; Howard Lamin’s O | Teddy Lnych Manian” Geen De the Ee RKO—M i Rose, Al Gerber 
1 & fm: Fi say : sax rot ‘ —Maurie ‘ e) rber. 
DR JULIAN SIEGEL } Fifi O'Orsay Medley & Dupree Russell Johns Commodore Mote! led Weems Orch pesemie ry te I = “acum ia -- 7 =% Me k 
ero I; te 0AtIwr— " e avVlé 
F Ambassador Grill |Isham Jones Ore - ) Enrico D'’Alba - rving ooper, ar 
Now in Paramount Building | Happy Feltan’s Orc|Isabel Brown rer Room Eddie Deering Leddy. 
, - Inde endent ranche & Mary Cotton Club I : ee ‘ountess Boriska Independent — Phil Coscia, Sid 
rving Gag 2no0r Barsoni P 
‘New rs tid At 1 Ux az. B Astor Roof Jimmy Luntsford O| Ruth Broughton Art Ruckiey : — t in T.A.R.A Arth 
(19) SIOUX © } — *he sob Tinsley “quity (not in T.A.R. J—Arthur 
Les Gellis Keith's BUFFALO HOLLYWoon = | 78° Berger Orch Croydon mee Agnew Gees ae s “atria George Goldsmith 
Annie Judy & Zeke _Ist half (28-29) Hippodrome (19) Pantages (18) Bal-Musette Charles Eckels Ore Blackhawk Club Alabam ‘oka tees be ell - 
Doris Kenyon Kate Smith Rey | laVere & O'’Rrien | H'lyw'a Varieties I Redo ’ . Radio — Danny Winkler, Ed 
Ross & Edwards TRENTON Harriett Hutchins : wT we “Pint May de Delmonico’s Deane Janis Phyliss Herry So , 
Rimacs Ore Broad ic iow OrphaNGELES | George Marchal Al. B. Whit Hal Kemp Orch Patsy McNair Scheuing. 
CEDAR RAPIDS Ist half (20-91) | asta Vee Co! ,,, Orpheum (18) | Pierrotte Rite white ‘Skinnay’ Ennis Gloria Starr Pictures — Louis Shurr, Leland 
Keith's | Bira Land Whitey & Ford mane fa tid ——* 7 ae ‘al Vestoff Bob Nolan Eddie Roth Ore Hayward 
2d half (23-25) Irving Edwards Edgar Bergen ae wae ne hoe | ee Fonte Williams : ) . ‘ : . . 
Sate Smith Rey Velch & Hill CHICAGO Duct pare arte Mme. Tvette yg § Cafe deAlex | Drake Hotel Presentations—Abe Lastfog el, Al 
CHICAGO Robbins Fam State Lake (21) Herculean ; Apache Orch Modernistic Rey Derothy Denese Ruth Lee togers. 
Palace (26) Capitol Singin’ Sam x ¢ bei Joe Venuti Orch lrene George Biltmore 3 
Artists & j Models nist half (27 30) | Olive Olsen — Dollar (18) Biltmore Mote) ens Mary Stone The Crusaders 
‘ aa Jelmar’s Rev Sen Murphy he aires 7 aay ) 11cO Evelyn Hoffman Lucille Johnson 
Gr CINCENG. Foll Ist half (20-23 Sandy Lang Co boy oor: Co aaa Walteman Or Tanco & Lorca Enrico Claus} Earl Burtnett Ore Maurie Moret Orch Peggy Paige 
’ y | Aussie & Czeck S 7 Brie Sis & Mae samoneé g lage arrie r : ” 
Albos rh — - Czeck Stone © tae. » apd ge O° | ikethen Boys ae Ajedas Sol Wagner Ore Harriet Lungdren Clab Minuet Joe Little 
; iY mids orn ( re ihcten a Flori stro Adelina Duran > ’ ‘ 
Isen & Johnson Jack Pepper Co DETROIT Barbarina & Pal rig Armetreng Orlando Ricarde Chez Paree Edgewater Beach Trudy Davidson Adele Gould 
9) Duke McHale Co State (19) ST. LOUIS Bowery A.B.C. 3 Janet Read Esther Todd ‘Sugar’ Kennedy Don Elkins 
Stone & Vernon 2d half (24-26) Aunt Jemima Ambassador (19) } Pilar A 5 psn ate ph DeRonda & Barry Mildrea Mor Jimmy Frances 
Stan Kavanaugh Stanley Bros & A Joe Morris Co Beverly West — ee tae = een Gat , Art Carrol) Fre d Ca ae Milored Holins 
ears Harris Co D & H_ Blossom Buster Shaver Flo Mayo Nellie Darkie Embassy i aaa Bob Sylvester Ore Frank Shee wan | Lou Snatel Ore 
us Van | Garr Rich Co Andresens Rabe Lavalle Sa. * aga y ie ee * Stant . 
rt . : : 2 Blu as Hay & Sabine Jimmy He é Morrie Stanton Ore 
4 Ortons ha Natova Fred Stritt Straff'd & Mayb’rry ua i a Gertrude Niesen Vinee nt leben ve rena | Ralnbo Gardens 
Del Delbridce Dolly Kramer Mabel Bradley Jane Vance Wally & Ver Dyn Mural Room ; Frank W Ison 
— ;T & B_Wonders L & I Belmont Ben Tabier’s Bd Jack Pettis Ore Club Leisure Jor Allen (Brevoort Hotel) | Dorothy Thomas 
; Gene Sheldon » Mavo Girls é Lucio Garcia Ginger Pearson Jaros Sis | Jules Stein Ore 
oew } Casino de Paree Essex House Billy Meacher puthania & Malc'm | Pau) Fay 
| | Bill Robinson Glenn Gray Ore Joe Manni’s Orch | By. en Hoftin ‘ | Gale Gipp Samovar 
Rex Weber ‘ Betty Chase a ws | Fay Peters | Wade Boot} 
NEW YORK CITY| Kirby & D = Fanchon & Marco Ben Pollack Orch Gallagher’s Jack Sexton Jr (Hotel LaSalle) | Bob Perry's Orch [the Randalls 
Capitol (26) Ray & uM < Satep — Don Redman Orch | Sid Tomack ‘Sugar’ Harolde Or! Art Kahn Ore m ee | Miss Capers 
Johnny Bryant ony Ho . ‘a y 7a Holland & June pena a Hi-H: ! Opera Club | “iurfel Love 
rnaut Bros Vorves of 1924 NEW YORK CITY) DENVER, COLO. | axon Sis Muriel Ellis Clab La Masaue i-Hat Club Lawrence Salerno | fommy Lyman 
Ner & Bradfora 4 ‘Paradiae (26) Roxy (26) | Orpheum (26) j iinda Wassau Gerty Dwyer J & B LaMarr Al Zimmey Bernice Sione l.yle Smith Gre 
(Two to fill id dil Cole - ™ > en tee Ross & Edwarde 13 & M Mason ; ‘ Bert Goodman ; Edna I.ec nard lrudy Davidson Tom Gentry Orch | a 
ilk) o! & Murray R é , ard | : pap ee Central P’k Casino Medisco & Michael] magia <« j ‘ 2 Jove Rix ! 
Boulevard 3 Fonzelles Balabanow 5 | Davie Jamieson MEGIBCO ¢ Miche Eddie Morton \Olya & Berte Jose Rivas Orch | Terrace Gardens 
Ist half (26-29) Welcome Lewis x Se | Vines Silk | Eddy Duchin Ore Benny Levy Franeis Stillman | Margar’t Lawrence | Pierce & Harris - . . 
Ora Co owas Re a's samt Stanter Bros Vicki Jovee Geo Murphy ( has. Connoughton Al Garbell | itfie Burton | ‘ | momo Vincer 
Jack ‘orth Ching Lin Foo Jr (Others to fill) , om o fill Geo. Metaxa Al Fields Orch Earl Willis Ore i lia Sis Palmer Huuse eae" — “¢ ad . 
30} : B sag sO ’ : : a 19 70 + r, ~ . | Do levers os . Ray | Clyde sucas OF 
eRe Jarvis Co State (26) BROOKLYN | 2 5) j Somes & Winens [ges. Clinten Hotel Club Royale [i.e ers eee @ Ramen 
Rev a McKenai R Harris 2 & Loretta _Paramount (26) | Lee Willmot | Chapeau Rouge [Enoch Light Orc | Sem. tawrka | Lowe Brae hae Via Lago 
2a halt rest pet sf! oa Vera Van Mitzy lp rpy de Albrew are) ee K-9 Club Gz le Ye a "| Crane Russe/} Orch 
Ars alk (30-1) Donald Novis Cookie Bowers | Faw George Mar Ha-Ha Club rere % B nor . io 3 Shermz 
“1a chua Sid Page Co Renny Ross nee ov 223 8 © marcos i iA & N Selhy | . 2fannon | 4 Californians b sebe Sherman 
Bobby Bernara Lamberti emt. spell | Fern Dale ena Strenge Danny Healy | Rose 2 | Walf-Pint J on aniey Marner Zita & Marcelle 
Bozo Snyder Co Singer'e Midgets . | Vicki Joyce Dick Gasparre’s Or roe ~ des Fritz Miller O Ed C c Abbott Girls Jack Houst 
farty May ‘BROOKLYN } Pf... a LOS ANGELES , erry Bergan eon La Verde Kichard Cole Orch | Wanda Kay 
Cliffora Wayne Co Bay Ridge eset Mes aoe |} _Paramount (25) | Club Bastile Lillian Fitzgerald | College Inn ia Partello } 7 | Al Handier Pd 
1 Orphenm Ist half (26-29) PN Pomp EA) J & F Hubert | Spivey Roth-Andrews Orci Noble Sissle Or r Olive | Paramount 
ia nalf (26-29) Maximo oe Swe Harry Rose j Sue Hicks "ly w’ -staurant | | , | Jack Wala: 100 Club 
Clifford Wayne Co Gale & Carson Rodney & Gould (Two to fill) | Paila Howard H lyw'd Restaurant j : a ats Ore | Maroni’s | Julia Garr ie |Edna Ru 
Tito q lizar Harry Howard Silver Burns & B (18) |; Wallace & Arnold Tris Adrian oH, b ganda Rolando & Verditta iM an evias ain oe : 
Bozo Snyder Co Louise Gay Co | Frank Swanee | Nell Kelly | Chas Columbus Betty Rea! aoe ae 1a W | Gwen Gordon } lie Nelson | Virginie Hevy 
Mi he "ay 2d half (20-1) | OU pte Big | “ te & Fay Huston & Harder ; nag re Vel Congress Hote) Neecee .— on lie Gerber | Billy Gray 
‘chon Bros Ora C STO! Tex Morrisey 1 nd merer ‘ Marge & Marie Ethel A 
2a hale 30-1) lt a Ae Metropolitan (26) i ee wee tens | Club Montmartre Pietro Gentile | (Joe Urban Room) Virginia Buchanan Playground aoe — 
Bob Ripa Abbott & Bisland / Billy Rose's Show / Helen Wricht Charles Readers’ O' Florence Valarez | Art Kassel ' Bob Wyatt Dot Culbertson Danny Alvin Orch 
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WE DO OUR PART 








15 YEARS AGO 


(From VARIETY and Clipper) 





Lambs club made a levy of $60 
a@ member to absorb a floating debt 
of $70,000. 


Theatre business on the boom. 
Everybody happy, but thinking of 
Lent. 





Sophie Tucker sold her auto- 
graph for $500 at an auction for 
a war charity. Started at $6, but 
Soph had friends. 





Jack Dempsey was touring as an 
added attraction with a burley. 





Corse Payton opened a_e stock 
company in Newark. Scale 10 to 
50c. 

Five ticket specs arrested for 
peddling without licenses. Test 
cases of new law. 

New racket was buying empty 


cigar boxes of expensive brands and 
filling them with cheap smokes for 
presentations. Corona-Corona emp- 
ties brought as much as $5 a box. 


Hagenbeck show sold in winter 
quarters to Mugivan & Bowers. 


D. W. Griffith, Chaplin, Fair- 
banks, Bill Hart, Mary Pickford 
and Fatty Arbuckle signed a pact 
to stick together and combat the 
Managers as soon as their con- 
tracts terminated. The start of 
United Artists. William G. Mc- 
Adoo gave them the idea when they 
were touring for the Liberty Loan. 





Marcus Loew told distribs that 
feature pictures must not day and 
date at his New York theatre with 
any other Times Sq. house. Other- 
wise it lost all the time. House is 
daily change now. 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper) 








confab on athletics de- 
kick against the curve 


College 
veloped a 


ball, contending the pitcher no 
longer delivered the ball ‘in an 
honest, straightforward way.’ 





Maurice Grau was after the 
singers of the New Orleans French 
opera for a South American tour 
following their season. Local im- 
presario was raiding the troupe 


without waiting for the season to 
end. 

Yale Glee club, touring, in a 
wreck near Louisville. Two of the 
singers badly hurt. Tour aban- 
doned. 


Seventh St. opera house, St. Paul, 
closed by attachments. Audience 
dismissed and a jam when it was 
found there was not enough money 
in the box office to pay the patrons 
back. 

Harry Watson, Jr., was doing a 
juvenile Dutch act with his sister, 
Laura. Later Watson, Bickel and 
Wrothe. 





Barnum show spotted March 20 
for the N. Y. opening. To stay six 
weeks. At the old Mad. Sq. Garden. 
P. T. Barnum interviewed by the 
N. Y. Sun on the cost of circus 
business, and how the figures rolled 
out! 


Train carrying Minnie Hauk opera 


company from Buffalo to Phila., 
snowed in, the drift completely 
covering the train. Hotel  pro- 


prietor in Dunkirk, near where it 
happened, took a load of food to 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 





Boston is the one big town where Eddie Cantor’s radio program is not 
heard Sunday nights. A church program with priority shuts him out. 
Bostonians have to fish for distance to bring himin. This has influenced 
the grosses on Cantor's film releases playing Boston which tend to be 
proportionately off by the average business done in other major keys. 

As a favor to Sam Goldwyn the comedian recently agreed to make a 
trip to Boston if a legitimate reason could be found. So Cantor went 
to Boston te speak at a charity drive luncheon with the creme de la 
creme attending and favorable publicity in the Boston press was big. 

There was a 30% difference in gross as between ‘Kid From Spain’ and 
‘Roman Scandals’ on the Boston first run. 


A featured player talked himself out of favor with syndicate photog- 
raphers at a ball in Los Angeles the other night. Bulbers set up to snap 
him when he turned on them with a sarcastic and pungent speech to the 
effect he wanted no pictures taken for the papers—and furthermore, the 
latter had nothing to do with his rise to prominence in films. The boys 
packed up their boxes, but the player on the persona non grata list, in- 
sofar as any syndicated pictures are concerned except by special assign- 
ment when the bulbers are forced to snap him. 

Several other prominent film players were passed up by the photogs 
at the ball—all because of previous verbal attacks at one or more of 
the bulbers, 


Paramount will not let its crop of five new New York plays rest on 
the shelf this season. Studio figures all of them good screen material 
and four will bt put into production by Feb. 20. They are ‘Murder at 
the Vanities,’ which Mitchell Lieson directs; then will follow ‘Double 
Door,’ which Charles Vidor is to make; ‘She Loves Me Not,’ with Bing 
Crosby starred and produced by Ben Glazer, and after that will come 
‘Pursuit to Happiness,’ with which Arthur Hornblow makes his debut 
as a Paramount producer. ° 
‘Sailor Beware,’ the fifth of the crop, will go into production the latter 
part of May. 


Paramount has turned down a reported offer of $50,000 from Metro 
for the stage and screen rights to ‘Mrs. Wiggs of the Cabbage Patch.’ 
MG wanted to use it for Marie Dressler. 

Paramount officials feel that as Metro will not loan out players, or 
aid in any way on production matters, there is no reason why it should 
sell desirable material to that studio. 

In another instance Paramount turned down 20th Century on ‘The 
Play's the Thing.’ Century wanted it for George Arliss. Paramount in- 
formed Century that it was okay at $30,000 if Century would loan Fred- 
ric March. This idea did not split home plate and the deal died. 


Commercial laboratory workers on the coast are seeking to get a code 
for the district on account of the confusion with the lab conditions ex- 
isting under the film pact. 

Lab workers in commercial plants work under the code as set up in 
the east while tudio lab men are amenable to the film pact. Former has 
the commercial men working hours in excess of the studios and for a 
minimum salary lower than on the picture lots, 

It’s particularly confusion to the workers as members of the union, 
683, IATSE, switch between commercial plants and the studios. 


Report of the Copyright office to Congress reveals a marked falling off 
in motion picture material submitted for entry, though the number of 
productions entered the year ending June 30, 1933, is slightly above the 
figures for the previous year. 

Two classes are included in the summary: photoplays and motion 
pictures not photoplays. Of the photoplays registration last year was 
1,728, as against 1,602 the previous year, and 1,846 in the year ending 
June 30, 1931. In the non-photoplay class the figure was 1,442 for the 
'82-'33 period, as against 1,440 the previous year and 1,934 for '30-'31. 


S. L. Rothafel spoke to the boys at last week’s luncheon of the Cheese 
Club. It was an impressive speech wherein Roxy presented his side of 
the Radio City situation and while Harry Hershfield, president of the 
Cheese Club, at first asked all newspapermen to accept everything off 
the record, he later indicated, after the conclusion of the speech, that it 
was okay to use discretionary excerps for publication. 

tothafel said nothing out of order, merely stating he had been ousted 
before, had had battles before, had resigned before, and that, ‘While I'm 
out, I'll come back’. And that brought cheers from the cheesers. 


An odd advertising agency situation exists on ‘Nana,’ new Sam Gold- 
wyn picture going into the Music Hall, New York, Feb. 1. 

While Lord & Thomas handles the Hall and advertising on its pic- 
tures, Goldwyn has preferred ad copy from Donahue & Co. The rub is 
that while Donahue & Coe furnishes the copy, the ads are placed on 
the Music Hall date by Lord & Thomas, For the rest of the country 
D&C will follow all the way through on ads. 





For British distribution Metro has changed the name of ‘Prizefighter 
And the Lady’ to ‘Everywoman’s Man’. Squawks on the title even from 
exhibs in the U. S., so company figured on not chancing it abroad. Bill- 
ing is somewhat freak, too, for England, where Carnera is supposed to 
be bigger than Baer. Baer gets top billing, with smaller type going to 
Carnera. In the U. S. Baer, Carnera, Dempsey and Myrna Loy got equal 
size type under the title. 





3oth Frank C. Walker and Arthur Mullen, whose resignations have 
been accepted as members of the National Democratic Committee, are 
from and of show business. 

Walker is general manager of the M. E. Comerford interests and is 
connected with the MPTOA. Mullen, for many years, has been Publix’s 
legal representative in Nebraska, 


Inside Stuft-Vaude 


Report that the parents of Richy Craig, Jr., had received but $193 from 
the proceeds of the benefit show staged in their behalf, was erroneous, 
according to the sponsors of the event. They declare that the widow, 
Edith Craig, received $524, and the parents a like amount. 

Receipts were $1,695 and expenses $647. Among expense items deducted 
was one for $100 for a headstone for the late comerian. 

Ticket sale for the show at the New Amsterdam amounted to $1,081. 
There were some individual contributions also, totaling $614, of which 
the $300 paid b Bob Hope for a picture of Craig was the largest single 
item. 





Among the outstanding theatre successes in years around Pittsburgh 
is that of the Pitt, where vaude has been shelved in favor of unit 
shows with films. Although Pitt has been open more than three 
months, house started to improve only four weeks ago when it booked in 
its first unit, ‘Bottoms Up’. Since then the ‘Scandals’ tab, ‘Shuffle 
Along’ and ‘Spices of 1934’ have followed. Grosses doubled and in at 
least one case, ‘Scandals’, tripled. 

The Pitt is being operated by George Schaffer, millionaire theatre 





the troupe. Held up nine hours. 


owner from Wheeling, W. Va., who took this former legit house over 





Inside Stuff—Legit 1 


— 
‘And Be My Love,’ which opened at the Ritz, N. Y., last week, is th 
same play called ‘Lovers, Happy Lovers,’ which was tried out last 81 n 





in a rural show shop by Brock Pemberton. It flivved in London =naal 
the title of ‘Women Kind,’ being brought across and presented in ea 


treal and Toronto under the British label. 

Pemberton couldn't find the leads he desired and Lewis Galantie 
and John Houseman, the authors, took back the script, although - me 
received $550 in advance royalty. Pemberton mentioned that two E = 
lish actor-managers, Maurice Colbourne and Barry Jones, were interested 
and the authors did business with them, shutting out Pemberton | 

Certain revisions of the script had been suggested by Pemberton 
Antoinette Perry, the former eventually claiming that when an un me 
duced script is taken back by the authors all managerial matter Seneca 
shall not become the property of the authors. The Minimum ‘fee 
Agreement states that it does but the Dramatists’ Guild has oencetell 
off the record, that the provision pertains to produced plays only, — 

Clarification of this point was to have been put to an issue by Pe 
berton, but with the show panned and its chances doubtful, he a 
figures to let the matter drop. Miss Perry, not being a signatory to my 
agreement, has the right of suit, but will probably let her claim slide 
for the same reason. 





Liquor Administrator Mulrooney, for New York State, replying to 
managerial pleas for bars in theatres, states unequivocally that ‘there 
never has been a bar in a theatre and never will be.’ Either the admin.- 
istrator holds strictly to dramatic performances as theatre, or he is hazy 
as to his facts. 

Fifty years ago the bar was a factor in many drama houses and in 
some theatres patrons were served in their seats. All of the variety 
theatres maintained bars and it is but little more than 25 years since 
Weber and Fields had a bar in their theatre at Broadway and 29th street, 

Koster and Bial’s music hall served drinks continuously, as did Ham- 
merstein’s Olympia and Proctor’s 58th Street, none of which classed ag 
third raters, while the Casino maintained a bar in what later became 
the top gallery when that house was first opened, back in 1883, and the 
Metropolitan Opera House had a bar on every floor from the time of its 
opening in the same year. 

The People’s theatre, a drama house, had a bar opening off the lobby 
and, of course, there was the short lived Folies Bergere (Fulton theatre) 
which opened as a dine and drink spot with a stage revue. 


Crosby Gaige’s intention to revive the English pit idea for ‘Hat, Coat, 
Glove’, yet to reach New York, is possibly predicted by the recent suge 
gestion that ticket speculation be abolished by doing away with all 
reserved seats. He'll rope off a few of the rear rows of the orchestra, 
tickets for which will be sold only on the night of the performance, 
Some years ago this was the almost universal practice on the road, from 
six to 10 rows being sold without stubs. It was unwritten law after 
the first act any unclaimed seat could be occupied by those in the un- 
reserved section, and a rush always followed the fall of the first curtain, 

Originally the pit was the entire lower floor area, all of the seats 
between the stage and the ‘dress circle’, the latter usually a horseshoe 
around the rear of the first floor slightly raised above the rest of the 
chairs. Later on the four or five front rows were reserved as stalls, 
with the pit being pushed back further and further as the years passed. 
The Thalia theatre, on the Bowery, was the last New York house to 
have an actual pit with a separate entrance for the mob through arches 
under the dress circle. 


Printed copies of Eugene O’Neill’s ‘Days Without End’ didn’t go out 
to reviewers until Wednesday (17). Random House, O'Neill's publishers, 
wasn’t permitted to send the tome out earlier, 

Some years back, when Liveright was publishing the O'Neill plays in 
book form, the copies were sent out to dramatic critics before one of 
his plays opened. One critic sat down and wrote a column and a half 
pan of the show from the book before the show opened, O'Neill then 
deciding that such things wouldn’t happen any more. Now has a clause 
to this end in his contract. 


Joseph Verner Reed, who recently blasted about chiseling and other 
practices among a flock of legit showmen, declaring himself out of show 
business at the time, isn’t out yet. He has a piece of ‘By Your Leave,’ 
which drew promising notices in Philadelphia. Show is due at the Moe 
rosco, N. Y., this week. 

Before he ostensibly bowed out Reed promised to back Richard Ald- 
rich and Alfred de Liagre, the presenters of ‘Leave,’ and went through 
with it. Show is said to have turned a profit on the try-out engage- 
ment, 


The ushers at the Majestic, N. Y., gave what they thought was & 
travesty on ‘Murder at the Vanities’ last Friday (19) at midnight. Be- 
fore it started one of the lads came before the curtain and explained: 
‘Before you give it to us, we'll give it to you,’ a loud bird ccming from 
the monkey-jacket boys. 

That was about the best thing about the affair, but the house was 
better filled than at the regular performance that evening. Orchestra 
and stage crew stuck on the job through an arrangement with Louis 
Lowenstein, house manager. 


el 





mostly because he was tired of inactivity. Warned on all sides that the 
Pitt was out as a stage site, due to its small capacity, 1,600, with 400 of 
these seats in the second balcony, he went ahead anyway. 

House has been averaging better than $8,000 weekly with a nut of 
less than half that. But the Pitt has had everything its own way in 
town as far as the stage is concerned. With the Penn, Loew deluxer, 
half a block away, resuming stage shows Jan. 26, Schaffer may not find 
the going so eusy. It’s freely admitted locally that it was the Ppitt’s 
click that sent the Penn back to stage shows after almost two years of 
straight pictures. 


As a gesture in starting the new deal in stage shows at the Denver 
Orpheum, Harry Huffman entertained 200 businessmen and women at 
a luncheon with Fanchon (Fanchon & Marco), Estelle Taylor and Al 
Lyons as guests of honor. Huffman introduced the speakers who weré@ 
Gov. Ed Johnson, Mayor George Begole, Fanchon, Miss Taylor and 
Lyons. 

At least a dozen reps from the two Denver dailies attended and never 
gave the luncheon a line. 





Arch Selwyn, through his attorney, Samuel W. Tannenbaum, has res* 
istered a formal complaint with the William Morris agency over Flore 
ence Desmond, whom the latter set with the Eddie Cantor unit. Thé@ 
mimic was brought east by the Morris office. 

Selwyn claims a three years’ contract with Miss Desmond and upon 
her arrival in New York she, too, was notified. She was placed under 
contract by Selwyn while at the Embassy club, New York, and before 
going to Hollywood. 





Sam Kahl, former booking exec of the Orpheum circuit, and now 25S80* 
ciated with a life insurance company, led his firm in sales for December? 
in the central states zone, 

In last week's review of the Pantages Hollywood bill Joaquin Garat 
was reported as being a Filipino. Garat shays he is Mexican. 
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Twelve companies or units of 
legit players are rehearsing as 
many plays under salary as pro- 


vided for by the Civil Works Ad- 
All are slated to open 
(30) 
President Roosevelt’s birthday. The 


ministration. 


simultaneously next Tuesday 


presentations will be given in high 


school auditoriums within the city 


of Greater New York, idea of hos- 
pital showings being regarded as 
impractical. 

Originally 10 such stocks were 


designed but when most of the di- 
rectors volunteered their services 
gratis the other units were added. 
Schedule of expenditures has been 
worked out to the dollar. While the 
presentations are booked for only 
two weeks, the 150 actors and act- 
resses employed will be paid. 34 
days. Forty-five actors who will 
receive $30 weekly accounts for an 
item of $9,680; 60 actors getting 
$27.50, totals $11,330, and 45 players 
at $25 each will receive $7,650 in 


all. Total outlay will be slightly 
over $28,500. 
Schedule of performances and 


school auditorums will probably not 
be made public, it being the aim of 
the C. W. A. and those it placed in 
charge of the actors’ relief to shield 
the players who have accepted the 
jobs out of necessity. C. W. A. has 
a former Times reporter acting as 
press agent, with the idea of in- 
forming other communities as to 
the actual method of this type of 
relief. No provision appears to be 
made for settings nor props and 
some of the players have been re- 
ferred to the Stage Relief Fund 
clothing department for needed cos- 
tumes, 
Shows Rehearsing 


Shows in rehearsal and the ac- 


ecompanying stagers: ‘The Show- 
Oft’, George Kelly; ‘The Curtain 
Rises’, Frank McCoy; ‘A Midsum- 


mer Night’s Dream’, Percival Viv- 
ian; ‘The Family Upstairs’, Charles 
Scofield; ‘Tommy’, Edward Waller; 
‘The First Year’, Frank McCor- 
mack; ‘She Stoops to Conquer’, 
teorge Vivian; ‘Late Christopher 
Bean’, John Hayden; ‘Jonsey’, Row- 
land G. Edwards; ‘Meet the Wife’, 
Addison Pitt; ‘Sal Water’, E. J. 
Blunkall, and ‘Pigs’, Clifford Storck. 

Headquarters of the C. W. A. ex- 
periment are still In Equity’s of- 
fices but the latter states it in no 
way has influenced the casting. Of- 
fice space was provided because 
other quarters promised were not 
outfitted. Equity stated its position 
after many complaints were filed by 
players failing to get jobs. Claimed 
the directors casted the plays. 





Yonkers, N. Y., Jan. 22. 

A troupe of unemployed actors is 
being organized in Westchester 
along the lines of the group that 
operated in Nassau county last 
year. 

Movement is directed by State 
Education Department, with funds 
for payment of salaries and other 
expenses from the C. W. A. John 
A. Robb, with an office in White 
Plains, is in actual charge. 

First presentation will 
White Plains about Feb. 1. 
chosen is ‘The Easy Mark’. More 
than one company may be formed. 
Performances will be given through- 
out the county. Nominal admis- 
sions will be charged and receipts 
go to unemployment committees in 
the various communities. 


be at 
Play 





Pola Negri-Shuberts 
Settle Contract Privately 


a 
Differences between Pola Negri 
and the Shuberts were up for ar- 


bitration last week. Counter claims 
concerned the artist’s contract to 
appear in ‘A Trip to urg’ 
Which opened and closed during its 
try-out. It is reported a _ settle- 
ment was affected during the hear- 
ing, which was abandoned. 

Miss Negri claimed $4,000, under a 
contract guaranteeing her four 
weeks. She withdrew on account 
of illness at the end of the first 
week. Shuberts claimed Miss Negri 
could have rejoined the show when 
it jumped to Washington from 
Pittsburgh. They also contended 
she delayed her arrival from Eu- 
rope and asked $25,000 damages. 


Press! 


Government Funds 
Cast in Equity 








' 
| 
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hind 12 Plays 
ices by C.W.A. 





Success Story 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 

When Milton H. Gropper left 
Hollywood a couple of weeks 
ago for New York on the 
Chief he had $30 in his pocket. 
Train had a mishap at San 
Bernardino. Gropper was 
shaken up. Railroad company 
gave him $200 for the damage 
he sustained. 

New Year’s Eve he started 
shooting dice on the train and 
when he hit New York Grop- 
per had $600. So he put a 
new play in rehearsal. 


10 DARK WEEKS IN 
4 MONTHS AT NIXON 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 22. 

With Garbo's Christina’ 
extending its road show engage- 
ment only because Nixon couldn't 
get an attraction, town’s only legit 
house is now in its tenth legit-less 
week since belated opening of sea- 
son in late September. And that’s 
not all either, since prospects are 
none too bright for remainder of 
season, 

Nixon has ‘School for Husbands’ 
as fifth subscription play next week 
(29) with ‘Let ’Em Eat Cake’ fol- 
lowing. After that two more dark 
weeks loom, ‘Double Door’ winding 
up subscription season Feb. 26. Not 
a thing in sight yet to follow. 

It’s generally agreed that this 
looms as the worst legit season here 
in years. 


‘M’Lord, the Duke’ Goes 
In H’wood Playhouse 











‘Queen 








Hollywood, Jan. 22. 

‘M’Lord, the Duke,’ a new play by 
Norman Cannon opens at the Holly- 
wood Playhouse Feb. 5, instead of 
‘Windows’ as previously announced. 
Cannon and E. E. Clive direct. 

Cast includes Zeffie Tillbury, Ar- 
thur Treacher, Henry Mowbray, 
Claire Verdera and Clive. ‘Windows’ 
was postponed due to a pic engage- 
ment for George K, Arthur who was 
to head the cast. 








Showboat Cast Lays Off 
Intact for 6 Months 


Chicago, Jan. 22. 

Appears that the showboat ‘Dixi- 
ana,’ which has been tied up and 
dark on the river for the past six 
months, has finally given up hope 
of opening. City authorities are 
getting tough about the lengthy 
parking and starting to read the 
move order. 

Understood Capt. Harry Emerson 
will take the showboat out of the 
river for a tour of the Lake Michi- 
gan cities starting early in Feb- 





ruary. Will use the same cast 
which has been kept intact during | 
the long layoff. 


LEGIT FOR ALLIANCE? 


Alliance, O., Jan. 22. 

Plans are being made for an| 
early reopening of the Columbia, | 
only house here equipped for legiti- 
mate stage attractions, under direc- | 
tion of a new firm, Alliance ie 
atres, Inc. Extensive improvements 
are under way, including installa- | 
tion of new sound equipment. | 

Incorporation papers have been | 
granted the new company, which | 
includes John P. Shilling, Helen | 
Reese and Sydney L. Geiger. The- | 


atre has been dark several weeks. | 


MISS MAYO’S LAND DISPUTE 


Yonkers, J 


n. 2 


has 


Margaret Mayo, playwright, | during Mayor Mansfield’s four y 
been granted a new trial by the | - Mansfield is backing his censor 
Court of Appeals in her battle with | the following: 
the New York Central railroad ov ‘Sailor Beware,’ ‘Pursuit of Happi- | « 
the ownership of lands Harmon, | ne ‘The Green Bay Tree,’ ‘The 
N. ¥. Case has been in the cou | Cay my Siamnans tank 
for about four years. | ‘Str: nze Interlude’ and ‘Maya.’ 

Miss Mayo’s contention is that To the Minskys and the other 
railroad is using property for tracks | burlesque producers here, McNary 
and shops to which title is illegal ji d this ultimatum, dooming the } 
Land adjacent to that of. Miss owt — 

; 


Mayo mind her mother 


| Duncans’ New Backing 


Reomens ‘Tony ant rev Minimum Wage Clause Hurts Older 
Actors—Code Changes Probable 


Chicago, Jan, 22. 


Primed with new backing, the 
Duncan Sisters reopened §_ their 
‘Topsy and Eva’ revival Saturday 
(20) matinee at the Apollo, wher 
they had previously closed after 
three weeks. 

Sisters have contracted for radio 
over WBBM, local CBS station. | 

Additional bond has been posted | 
with Equity covering the chorus |! 
salaries. As previously, the prin- 


cipals waived bond. 


NRA MAY OKAY. 
THROW-AWAYS, 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 
Use of cut rate tickets, throw- 
aways and service-charge passes by 
legitimate theatres in the Los An- 
geles territory may be perfectly 
valid under the legit theatre code. 
Practice which has been viewed 
by showmen generally as distinctly 
violative of the fair trade practice 
provisions of the code, but widely 
used in Los Angeles and Hollywood, 
came up as an issue and for inter- 
pretation at a meeting Jan. 17 of 
theatre men with Charles W. 
Grubbs, regional code compliance 
director, and Attorney B. Callahan, 
counsel for this branch of the NRA 
authority. 


Opinion of Attorney Callahan, al- 
though not officially rendered, was 
understood to be that the throw- 
away ticket system probably doesn’t 
violate the code because in the L.A. 
legitimate theatre field there are 
probably not three houses in direct 
competition. This kind of competi- 
tive set-up is specified in the code 
as an essential condition for the 
establishment of unfair practice and 
its penalties. The particular code 
section involved is article 16, sub- 
divisions 7 and 8, which read: 





‘7I—It shall be unfair practice for 
employers (theatric) to aid or assist 
in the indiscriminate distribution of 
free passes for attractions. 

‘8—It shall be an unfair practice 
for employers to aid or assist in the 
‘throw-away’ ticket system under 
which admission to the theatre may 
be secured by presentation of a 
ticket slip good for a number of 
tickets upon payment of a small 
charge. This provision shall not 
apply unless three or more produc- 
tions are being presented in direct 
competition with each other (road 
show and tryout attractions not be- 
ing productions within the meaning 
of this section).’ 

Official ruling on the point, how- 
ever, has been deferred by the re- 
gional compliance director until Di- 
visional Director Sol A. Rosenblatt 
shall have arrived next week. The 
meeting of theatre men with Grubbs 
and Callahan was by invitation to 
gather the facts in connection with 
the pass situation. 

Among the theatre operators pres- 
ent were George K. Arthur and C. C. 
Clive of the Hollywood Playhouse, 
J. H. Morton and Mike Cohn of the 

selasco, Edward Belasco and 
Charles Curran of the Mayan. 

Facts rezarding alleged pass vio- 
lation by certain motion picture 
houses in this territory will be the 
subject of another investigation. 





Gettin’ Even? 


Customer in a ticket 
being gratified when securing 
tickets for a hard to get show, 
thanked the and told the 
latter to call him un some time 
if there was anything he could 
do to return the favor. Fellow 
left his business card. 

It was that of an undertaker 
who just opened a new ‘me- 
morial chapel.’ 


CHICAGO LEGITS MULL 
CASINO D. & D. POLICY 


Chicago, Jan. 22. 


agency 


spec 














Plenty of smoke locally about dark 
legit theatres figuring on cabaret 
shows a la the Casino de Paris, 
New York. 

Houses 
dance 
rick, 


mentioned for dine and 
policy are the Apollo, Gar- 
Harris or the Selwyn. 





Game Laws Jam Prop 


Man Over Squirrel 
Charlotte, N. C., Jan. 22. 

Clarence Taylor, property man 

for ‘Tight Breeches,’ the play that 

M. Cohan bought rights to 

after an amateur presentation, has 


George 


been released from charges of vio- 
lating the state game laws. The 
play called for two dead squirrels, 
Taylor produced them and was 
later arrested by a game warden, 
because the season on 
was closed. 

Taylor was adjudged guilty 
fore a magistrate. 


be- 


save for their as a 
stage property. 


Carroll and Girls Off 


Ear! A. Carroll leaves today (Tues- 
day) for the Paramount lot, Holly- 
wood, to supervise the making of 


appearance 


the screen version of ‘Murder at 
the Vanities.’ Eleven shows girls 
from the revue at the Majestic, N. 


Y., will accompany him: Beryl Wal- 
lace, Ann Tarranda, Dorothy 
Dawes, Ruth Hilliard, Wanda 
Perry, Evelyn Kelly, Ernestine An- 
derson, Laurie Shevlin, Marion Cal- 





code, and there is a definite competi- 
tive inter-relation between legit and 
film house give-aways. Latter 
phase of the situation will be 
presented to Rosenblatt. 


also 








Boston's New Censor Has Drastic 


Ideas on Legit, Burly, Films, Ete. 


Boston, Jan. 22. { 
Hiub’s in the kettle evidently for | 
the most drastic censorship it over | 
had. Herbert L. McNary is the new 
city censor. 
McNary is not only attending to} 
| burl sque and the legit, but he i 
making the rounds of the film! 
houses He dug in on ‘No More 
Ladies,’ at the Plymouth, and gouged 
out some of the snappy lines. He] 


suts on his verboten list for Boston 


ejeres must be worn for con 


bras 


trunks 
cover, not 


cealment, not 
must 


exploitation; 


big enough to 


be 


accentuate; neither brassiere nor 
i trunks must be too snug. 

McNary says burlesque must 
clean up or get out of town; that 
he will not permit profanity or 
obscenity, and that he will not even 
consider plays with abnormality 
angles. 

In his lette the |} le he 
he said trunks mu be of size and 
we t sufficient to ¢ r and cor 
ceal the lower ! er that bras- 
sieres I t be of r color that 
i ds t Lp] i! ‘ of nudit : 
that brassieres must not have em- 
broideries. Dialog must be clear 

His inclusion of ‘Shanghai Ge 
ture’ and ‘S Ty lude C 
a ¢ to re I T ‘ tT 
were to ! Y j ‘ 

M \ [ 

iry ji 


squirrels 


He appealed to 


lahan, Constance Jordan, Nancy 
Dolan and Lydia Resh. 

Same girls may appear in the} 
London presentation if the show 
is put on there. 

Pic house passes are much more 
rigidly dealt with in the picture 


_— ——————_— —— 


Some °00 codes formulated under 
the National Recovery Administra- 
tion, will come up for possible re- 
vision late in February, Open hear- 
ings will be held in Washington and 
persons or organizations seeking 
changes have the privilege of stat- 
ing their cases to the NRA admin- 
istrators. The Recovery Act itself 
provides that after the adoption of 
any or all codes, changes may be 
made with the assent of the presi- 
dent, who it is presumed will act 
upon suggestion of General Hugh S. 
Johnson, 

Changes in the legit code are be- 
ieved to be certain, if acceptable to 
Washington. One provision that 
|has come under fire is that which 
fixes a minimum salary for actors. 
Request for revision will come not 
from manager but from Equity. 
Equity demurred at fixing minimum 
salaries for years and welcomed the 
managers’ decision to make definite 
provision in the code, 

Since the code 
ever, the minimum clause appears 
to have worked against Equity, 
particularly older members. Time 
after time such members have 
asked Equity officials if they can 
accept jobs for less than $40 week- 
ly, with Equity reluctantly answere- 
ing no. 

Code provision is that any actor 
who has had two years or more ex- 
perience shall not receive less than 
$40 weekly. Junior members may 
accept engagements for $25. Many 
actors who face the necessity of 
earning a livelihood have wanted to 
accept stage jobs for less than $40, 
but have been rejected. 

Recently an attraction being cast- 
ed found the manager's office 
thronged with applicants. The pro- 
ducer opened his door and stated 
that all actors with more than two 
years experience should depart. 





inception, how- 


wirconag. my Pere re rsa tole pce There were several bits to be filled 
case was dismissed. Taylor set up ‘ a4 eal » 
the claim that he obtained the and the ——— refused to pay 
squirrels before the season on that more than $26. 

game had been closed and had been Salaries Lowered 

keeping them in cold storage since, Equity says that the code has 


lowered salaries rather than raised 
them and particularly affected are 
the senior members—who are dis- 
criminated against. Members have 
been asked to write letters stating 
whether and how the code has been 
unjust and with such documentary 
evidence will be prepared to assault 
the minimum clause at the Washe- 
ington hearings. 

Equity sees a trend that may re- 
; sult in standardizing legit salaries, 
| something which the NRA did not 
| propose to do—one of its primary 
| purposes is raising wages. The 
|}minimum wage clause for actors 
may be dropped entirely because of 
| that or it may be raised to approxi- 





| mate the wage of other stage unions 


| —stage hands and musicians. 
j —_ : . 
Neither of the latter have mini- 
mums in the code, wages being a 


matter of bargaining between the 
six unions and the managers. Ques- 
tion of what constitutes two years 
stage experience is being thrashed 
out in the meantime, 


—_— SL? 


FARNSWORTH FROM LEGIT 


NRA Official Has Production Ex- 


perience 





-_—_—— 


With Sol A. Rosenblatt now 
vated to divisional administrator of 
all amusement codes and his ase 
sistant William er. Farnsworth 
made deputy administrator it is 
understood that the latter will be 
special charge of the legit 
Both are attorneys. 
Farnsworth has been connected 
with business for six 
j was interested in a 
Baltimore stock with Edwin Knofpt. 
Katharine 


elee 


given 


code, 





1 
Su0ow 


Hie 


about 
years, 


| 


Hepburn was given her 
first engagement in that company. 
_ Knofpt and Farnsworth produced 
i, he Big Pond’ in 1928, the show 
| failing to get across. Farnsworth 
|} was also concerned with the pro- 
|} duction of ‘The First Morte e,” 
| , 
an early Weitzenkorn drama which 
also had a brief enga ment on 
| Broadway. 
| * 
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Plays on Broadway 





WEDNESDAY’S CHILD 


Drama in two acts presented at the Long- 








acre Jan. 16 by Potter and Haight; writ- 
ten by Leopold Atlas; staged by H.C 
Potter 
ay Pee, «ose see Walter N. Greaza 
Kathryn Phillips........ Katharine Warren 
tobby Phillips...... Frank M. Thomas, Jr. 
PONY sccesescae enenessees o4 Robert Mayors 
ierbert PETTTITT TTT Stanton Bier 
FEOVRIO® .cccteccccecerereses Joie Brown, Jr. 
loa ns nnesbasyes ab 0bbetnseeed Harry Clancy 
i" Seeereriee ee Lester Lonergan, 3d 
ioward Benton....eee+-+--++ Walter Gilbert 
Mr. Proctor..... ececccces George Pembroke 
UGZO ..ncccccscccseseeseres Harry Hanlon 
\I ROyGR. cocvecece eeeces Alfred Dalrymple 
CrK .cccceccceccces Lemare M. Barker 
rri¢ -eaees eccccccee OMY Modges 
suise eoee e»-.-Cele McLaughlin 
SS CHAPMAN... ccccceeccsess Mona Bruns 
, Stirling.... «+..Wyrley Birch 
NO@VIMB. .ccccccccccccsccs Richard Jack 


Several plays which put the juv- 
nile mind in distress under the 
spotlight, have reached Broadway 
in the past two seasons. All came 
close to popularity but none reached 
the goal. Despite the fact that 
‘Wednesday's Child’ treats of a dif- 
ferent phase than others of its gen- 
eral classification, success is doubt- 
ful. 

Play was tenderly regarded by 
most of the reviewers, which at 
east encouraged the producers, Pot- 
ter and Haight, who have one suc- 
‘ess (‘Double Door’) to their credit 
this season. Some day a dramatist 
will deliver a hit about kids. 

Actual lead is a boy who hasn't 
reached his teens, but who has to 
‘ace the problem of his parents di- 
voreing and re-mating. Naturally 
the kid, Bobby Phillips, loves his 
mother and father, with leanings 
towards the latter for a spell, but 
its different when the foster par- 
ents are in the picture. 

In a court room scene which did 
not seem to be necessary the lad 
is loyal to both, mother and father, 
being backed by the judge in that 
stand. Though the evidgnce is slim 
the divorce is granted, court order- 
ing that Bobby live with his mother 
for eight months and with the fa- 
ther for the four summer months. 

Bobby’s eight months with his 
mother and her new consort are 

about over and he is looking for- 
ward eagerly to the sojourn with his 
father, a man in the early 30's. It’s 
a happy home-coming for the kid. 
Bobby had been reticent at his 
mother’s new home and .othing the 
foster parent did could win the 
lad’s regard. When his father pro- 
poses a fishing trip, all the kid's 
troubles seem to be over. 

But again a third party inter- 
venes. The father had forgotten 
for the moment that he is taking a 
new wife, whose appearance so up- 
sets the lad that he becomes ill. On 
the way to recovery the doctor ad- 
vises the parents that the boy needs 
a fixed mode of living, rather than 
changing from one home to an- 
other and they decide he be placed 
in a military school. 

There a few months later, Bobby 
is shown a bit more contented and 
somewhat wiser. Motnaer brings 
hockey skates, while father deposits 
$50 for spending money, although 
kid says the .ules allow each boy 
25c spending money weekly. Story 
comes to an end with Bobby and 
his room-mate talking it over, how 
‘divorced boys’ receive visits for a 
time and later on the parents mere- 
ly write now and then—but they'll 
get along somehow. 

There are marriages 
have been held together 
child or children, but in the 
preponderance of divorces’ the 
offspring is a secondary considera - 
tion. What to do with the kids is 
generally solved by placing them in 
boarding schools. That would ex- 
plain why there are so many such 
places. Perhaps there are many 
juvenile tragedies such as that in 
‘Wednesday’s Child,’ but it is ques- 
tionable if the enactment is appeal- 
ing stage fare. 

Frank M. Thomas, Jr., is the Bob- 
by o the play. For a youngster he 
gives an exceptional performance. 
His mother is Mona Bruns, who ap- 
pears as a nurse. Among the kid 
stage names are included Lester 
Lonergan, 3d, and Joie Brown. Jr. 

Tbee. 


which 
by a 


AND BE MY LOVE 


Comedy in three acts presented at the 
Ritz Jan. 8 by Maurice Colbourne and 
Parry Jones; latter é6tarred; written by 
Lewis Galantire and John Houseman, 

Dina) Cittntee Week ose ene ee bes Rita Vale 
Lawrence Brooke.............- Barry Jones 
qeorge Barlow............ Ronald Simpson 
Mater... seeecceeesee» Maurice Colhourne 
a eoccccccccccocces Virginia Tracy 
EM Cies Sesscese Se ccccccsccsess Fred Forrest 
EE 506 4664000605.060<0% Lily Cahill 
LYPYate..cceveccocecesess Lambert Larking 
F1Orene..ceccoccccccccesess Haancey Castle 
Elsa Frost......+0+. evecceceoses Renee Gadd 


Comedy lightweight. Was pre- 
sented in England, though of Amer- 
ican authorship, under the title of 
‘Women Kind,’ but they didn't like 
it there. Actor-managers Maurice 
Colbourne and Barry Jones, who are 
in the cast, brought the show to 
Montreal and Toronto, where it did 
well. That shouldn’t receive them 
for its chances on Broadway are 
slight. 

In script form the play was 
known as ‘Lovers, Happy Lovers 
and was tried out under that name. 
While the original intended pro- 





ducer was seeking the proper leads 
the option lapsed and the play went 
into British hands. 

Seems that casting and rewriting 
were important factors and neithe! 
has been skillfuly done. That Jones 
has a way about him with women- 
kind that they are all pushovers is 
hardly believable because Jones 
seems an average sort. He plays 
Lawrence Brooke, a fellow who has 
had 142 feminine visitors to his 
bachelor apartment within three 
three years, according to the butler. 

So Brooksie pays attention to 
Jane, wife of his best friend, an 
attorney. Still he doesn’t get fresh. 
Next afternoon at her home for tea, 
Brooke meets Elsa Frost the niece 
of Jane’s husband. She’s a nice 
enough girl, knows what its all 
about. 

That evening they 
together in his place. So what hap- 
pens. Nothing happens. Except 
that Jane comes and when she's 
announced, Elsa retires to another 
room, giving Brooke seven minutes 


are supping 


to get rid of the amorous aunt. He 
does but the husband storms in, 
prepared to make a row but he 
doesn’t, when finding Elsa too is 
present, 

Barry Jones has a rating up in 


Canada and that’s where the show 
should play. They'll think him 
quite a little man up there, but here 
its different. Ibee. 

Taken off Saturday; played four 
performances; printed for the record. 





False Dreams, Farewell 


Melodrama in three acts presented at the 
Little Jan. 15 by Frank Merlin; written by 
Hugh Stange: staged by the producer, Cast: 
Kirk Ames, Walter O. Hill, Charles Quig- 
ley, Homer Barton, Adora Andrews, Arthur 
Stenning, John Fredrik, Elizabeth Weston, 
James McColl, Ben Delano, Frank Law- 
rence, Leslie Urbach, Dave Leonard, Henry 
Lase, Edward Forbes, Sheila Trent, Clar- 
ence Derwent, Thyrza Sturges, Marianne 
Mosner, Natasha Boleslavsky. Helen Ray- 
mond, Millard Mitchell, John Daly Murphy, 
Royal Dana Tracy, Eric Kalkhurst, Frieda 
Inescort, Glenn Anders. Ralph Nelson, 
Ruth Barstow, Harry Green, Blaine Cord- 
ner, Claudia Morgan, Lora Baxter, Clyde 
Fillmore, Larry Regan, Neil McFee, Robert 


Burtt. 
Many-scened, episodic, heavily 
populated, this drama of the sea 


with the tragic sinking of a trans- 
Atlantic liner as its finale, teems 
with interest, yet small capacity of 
the house and the limitations of the 
stage at the Little indicate that 
‘False Dreams Farewell can hardly 
make the grade. 

Frank Merlin, of the newer pro- 
ducers, has done an excellent job. 
Production and casting are of high 
order. There is a flock of ‘right’ 
players. Hugh Stange’s play has a 
change of pace, which made its best 
comedy scene irresistibly funny to 
first nighters. Settings are spotted 
on a revolving platform, changes 


teria. For that she is strangled. 
The columnist receives a radiogram 
that their smali daughter is killed 
in an auto accident and they des- 
perately cling to each other. 

But there is some leavening. Nov- 
elist wants to dawdle and when 
stewed tells the nagging wife some 
things. That is funny enough, but 
when she rouses him at five a. m. to 
say she is going to have a baby at 
her age—45—and that he is to 
blame, he tells her she is just a bad 
habit, which brought high laughter. 

Comes the call for all hands on 
deck. Flashes of the captain's quar- 
ters and the radio room explain 
why in the fog the vessels answer- 
ing the calls for SOS cannot reach 
the Atlantia in time because of the 
mist. Then to the deck, where those 
who could not get into the life boats 
pray, under the priest's leadership. 
They sing ‘Nearer My God to Thee’ 
as the ship turns over, an effect to 
be imagined by the audience. 

Lending authenticity to the per- 
formance were off stage sounds of 
the engines and the lapping of the 
sea against the ship's sides as the 
liner settles. 

Because the story involves many 
people, the playing assignments are 
well spread through the cast. Most 
enjoyable was the performance of 
Millard Mitchell as the novelist. 
Playing of Helen Raymond as his 
will-changing wife counted in 
Mitchell's scoring. Frieda Inescort, 
as the columnist’s wife; Lora Bax- 
ter, who has to be the disfigured 
mate of the doctor; Claudia Mor- 
gan as the picture star, Clarence 
Derwent as the shipowner, Glen An- 
ders as the M. D., Clyde Fillmore as 
the captain, John Daly Murphy as 
the millionaire, Royal Dana Tracy 
as the priest, and Neil McFee as the 
radio operator, all counted. 

Two sets of characters seemed to 
be episodic interlopers so far as the 
continuity of the story is concerned. 
But in a larger house ‘False Dreams, 
Farewell’ might get across. Looks 
hooked up for too much operating 
coin to make a go of it. Ibee. 


MAHOGANY HALL 


Drama in three acts presented at 
Bijou Jan. 17 by John R. Sheppard, 
written by Charles Robinson; 


the 
Jr.; 
staged by 


CRB. 0 ccs aseeaes baw wbbweed Daisy Belmore 
. aa Ceecerecoereseareesces John Lucas 
Es 220 cenene 00ceseeasee Florence McGee 
ree eesecesssCharlotte Andrews 


The Professor... .-Eduardo Ciannelli 


Madame Paris...ccecees+--Olga Baclanova 
BROVO. 0 cececcacs eseeseeess+.William Foran 
MEIER. «250 600nseee eeseeePaula Bauersmith 
Victoire. ..cccccccccccescses.Cnas. La Torre 
Babette... .cccccccscecseseses..-beatrice Pons 
Dolores... cccccccccecesesecescs +l Bis Brinn 
Tialia..... eccecceccccesceeseeFrances Sage 


Lighthouse....cccccescccsecsss+-Chif Hicks 
«+.-Wayne Nunn 
























being quickly accomplished. Itisa 
double deck construction permitting 
views of the captain’s cabin and the 
wireless ro@wn of the ill-starred S.S. 
Atlantia. 

Theme touches not only upon the 
tragedies that beset all humans in 
some form or other, but suggests the 
idea that there is but one out for 
all—death. Certainly that would 
seem to be so for. most of the 4,000 
passengers on the liner. 

The cards are stacked against 
them, on this maiden voyage. It 
isn't safe for the Atlantia to speed 
more than 30 Knots. She struck a 
submerged derelict during the trial 





run and was not properly repaired 
in dry-dock. Main stockholder com- 
pels the captain to force the boat to 
38 knots, although warned the 
plates will spring and the boat sink. 
Breaking the speed record from New 
York to London is the only way the 
line can avoid bankruptcy. 

On board are notables—a Nobel 
prize winning novelist going across 
for the award, accompanied by his 
skimping wife; a young doctor on 
the threshold of a cancer cure, ac- 
companied by his once beautiful 
wife whose face is seared by a lab- 
oratory experiment that might have 
cost her life: a Broadway columnist 
and his attractive mate, devoted to 
each other and their two kids left 
behind; a millionaire agnostic, ac- 
companied by his friend, a bishop 
who is to be ordained a cardinal; a 
motion picture actress who quits the 
screen to live her own life, perhaps 
with the doctor whom she hopes to 
wed. 

There are a dozen scenes and 
more than 30 changes. Interiors of 
luxurious cabins, a section of the 
promenade and the bar on a ver- 
anda, roll on and off in the enact- 
ment, there being few dull moments 
in the performance. One technical 
deficiency had the ‘women and chil- 
dren first’ (no kids in the cast) en- 
tering life boats from the promenade 
deck, instead of the sun deck. No 
attempt is made to simulate the ship 
listing to starboard, although the 
captain frequently gives the degrees 
to the wireless operator. 

What happens in the cabinis is re- 
mindful of ‘Grand Hotel’ and other 
cross-section dramas. The doctor's 
wife drinks herself into a maudlin 
state, tells him she knows of his 
affair with the screen star, smashes 





his test-tube with its important bac- 


BION 04086 ecoenenecane Gordon Nelson 
The Deacon...... -+--- Benedict MacQuarrie 
The Commissioner...,........ Marion Green 
PED. TAA ccc cccetscccecsveccess Ann Dere 
Smith... H. H. McCollum 
Hector... --Arthur Griffin 
BPOWE. cccccccesecesecacescoece od John Hoke 
Barnes. .... ev5 ..Anthony Blair 
TONGS, co cceccccseccccsedsecceceses Erik Walz 
eee eocceccecccces MArK Preston 
PEG TUR. coccscncseceve William Dorbin 

Fact that ‘Mahogany Hall’ is 
spoted in a brothel isn’t enough 


to make it sensational or even un- 
usual. Play is more a story than 
a drama, a laughless affair in which 
too little seems to happen, with the 
result that it degenerates into dull- 
ness. 

Of course the ‘Hall’ isn’t an ordi- 
nary resort. It is a classy joint, 
supposed to be the counterpart of 
the red plush emporium once a hot 
spot in Washington, D. C. In the 
reception room is a grand piano, 
also a bar. The latter feature is a 
Parisian idea. 

An exceptionally high flight of 
stairs leads to the regions above. 
Dominating the place is Madame 
Paris, an ice-water dame, tall, 
blond, efficient. She knows her 
stuff, having conducted similar es- 
tablishments in other capitals. Her 
contact man, who collects protec- 
tion money and tastes her favors 
is known as the Major, an absinthe 


addict, who drinks himself to death. 
When that evening-suited fellow 
pops off, it doesn’t seem exciting. 


At this time Big Marge, one of the 
girls, is conniving to become the 
new madame, 

The Commissioner declares him- 
self in on the ‘Hall,’ but he wants 
more — the affections of Madame 
Paris. She turns him down and 
dares him to make a pinch, know- 
ing what she knows. Love has 
come to the woman and her man is 
the piano player. No jazz in this 
house, the ‘professor’ playing clas- 
sics—he was once a top rate mu- 
sician. 

But the ‘professor’ can’t ‘see’ 
Madame. Following lengthy 
speeches mostly to the point that 
she has enough money to take care 
of both, he cooly rejects her pro- 
posal that they go abroad together. 
When the ‘professor’ walks out, 
Madame Paris orders her maid to 
pack up and close the place, for 
they are going to foreign parts. 
What becomes of the girls isn't ex- 
plained, but the ambition of every 
inmate to be taken out and mar- 
ried, falls to at least one. She is 
the least atractive of the bunch at 
that. Another, who has a kid in an 
institution, walks out to try to 
make a living legitimately, so that 
she can visit the boy. There are a 
few bits that seemed mildly divert- 
ing such as the visit of the fortune 
teller, but in. total it is too even a 
performance. 





Olga Baclanova its the iey Ma- 


_and acted, ‘By Your Leave’ appears 


| Finally 


Sunday Show Enabling Bill Up 





Equity Opposition Continues—Other Unions, 


Managers 





PLAYS OUT OF TOWN | 


BY YOUR LEAVE 


Philadelphia, Jan. 22. 


After just about the most terrible 
batch of try-outs this city has ever 
had the misfortune to be inflicted 
with, all year, Philly got a break 
at last with this genuinely amusing 
and human comedy by Gladys Hurl- 
but and Emma Wells which had a 
week’s break-in at the Broad. Nicely 
staged by Alfred de Liagre, Jr., who 
together with Richard Aldrich is 
producing it, and splendidly cast 


to have a good chance of clicking. 


Two young authors write of the 
Smiths, suburban dwellers who lead 
a very placid life until Henry, one 
night, announces the need of change 
and adventure. It is after a friend, 
a prominent Scottish lecturer, has 
been there with many yarns of far- 
away lands, but Henry Smith de- 
cides that since travels to far-away 
lands is impossible, a separate vaca- 
tion for him and his wife would be 
the ticket. For a week they were 
to live the life of Riley and enjoy 
themselves without the necessity of 
confessing their actions afterwards. 


First scene of the second act and 
one of the show's highlights, is in a 
New York hotel. Henry's week is 
almost over and he’s been tight 
most of the time and has enjoyed 
himself but something has been 
lacking. All the affairs have been 
strictly stag and his well-meaning 
friends haven't even suggested girls. 
Henry confesses to a pal 
who, contrite, immediately gets a 
phone number and engages an on- 
eall girl. 

Henry is nervous but thrilled. He 
orders liquor, flowers and passion- 
ate pajamas. The girl comes, and 
although she’s new at it, she’s per- 
fectly willing to go through with the 
contract. However, she’s at once 
both too willing and too innocent. 
and Henry gets a case of conscience 
and slips out while she’s getting 
into her nightie in the bathroom. 
Audience’s last glimpse of her indi- 
eates she’s disappointed. Next scene 
of Act II switches to wife at her 
hotel. Her week hasn't been so in- 
nocent. The Scottish explorer and 
she have reached an understanding 
and have enjoved twenty-four hours 
of perfect companionship. Henry 
calls and suggests that he’s lone- 
some and that she should cut her 
vacation short by one day, but Mrs. 
Smith decides to have one last 
night’s fling. 

Last act, somewhat anticlimactic, 
is again in the Smith home. Wiflie’s 
return home is ecstatically received 
by Henry, but he becomes bitterly 
jealous, not of the Scotsman, but 
of an entirely innocent third party. 
He wants confessions all around 
and tells his own story. Mrs. Smith, 
however, very wisely keeps her story 
to herself, 

Dorothy Gish plays the wife with 
a fine sense of comedy values and a 
great deal of human appeal, but as 
good as she is, outstander in the 
show is Howard Lindsay as Henry. 
His scene in the hotel room with 
the ‘on-call’ girl is a masterpiece. 
He gets all his laughs easily and 
simply and plays his few serious 
scenes for all they’re worth. Ken- 
neth McKenna, Scotch accent and 
all, is capital as the explorer, and 
Elizabeth Love, who was seen.in a 
somewhat similar role here in 
‘Strictly Dishonorable,’ is tip-top in 
her all too-short single scene. Ernst 
Glendenning as the friend, and Jo- 
sephine Hull as a garrulous neigh- 
bor, are also noteworthy. It’s a 
corking cast. 

Show's one trouble here was 
length and it was still running far 
too long when it left. Otherwise, 
‘By Your Leave’ isa bet. Waters. 


Milwaukee Editor’s Play 


Milwaukee, Jan. 22. 

Irving Ramsdell, Sunday editor 
and drama critic for the Milwaukee 
Sentinel, has had his play, ‘The 
Mourning Angel,’ taken for New 
York production by Harmon and 
Ulleman. 

Michelangelo is the central figure 
in the drama and Paul Muni may 
do it. 








dame who stands for no interfer- 
ence and rules her girls in a stern 
manner. On appearance, excellent, 
but she has too many lines. Edu- 
ardo Ciannelli is the ‘professor’. One 
or two characters are likeable, as 
for instance William Foran as the 
bartender. 

Charles Robinson was much fun- 
nier when he collaborated with 
Kenyon Nicholson on ‘Sailor Be- 


+ 








ware.’ ‘Mahogany Hall’ is a change 
of pace for him, but it is disap- 
pointing. Thee. 


Like Idea 


Bill which would legalize Sunday 
legit performances in New York 
was introduced at Albany last week 
by Assemblyman Morris Berg of the 
Bronx. A similar measure was de- 
feated at the last session of the leg. 
islature, opposition by Equity being 
said to have been the main factor in 
its failure to become a law. 

Equity heads say they wil! be 
forced to oppose the Berg bill be- 
cause the sentiment among legit ac- 
tors has so far been against Sunday 


performances. It was indicated, 
however, that with allied unions, 
principally the musicians, coming 


out with a Sunday show campaign, 
Equity’s members may reverse their 
attitude. Argument is that nearly 
all other types of amusements and 
sporting events are given in New 
York on Sunday, with the legit dis- 
criminated against. 
Sunday Elsewhere 

Managers have contended _ for 
years that Equity’s attitude is not 
consistent, since its members when 
appearing in vaudeville and picture 
theatres play four or five perform- 
ances on Sunday. Equity’s answer 
is that it has ‘no jurisdiction’ over 
such houses. Showman point out 
that many suburbanites come to 
Broadway for show diversion only 
on Sunday and that if legit shows 
were permitted it would attract 
fresh money to the box office. Sun- 
day benefits of the Stage Relief 
Fund have proven. exceptionally 
successful for standout shows. 

It is expected that several relig- 
ious bodies will oppose the Berg bill, 
That was true last year when the 
Sunday measure reached its third 
reading. Equity stepped in at that 
time and the bill was defeated 49 
to two. Up to that point that same 
vote favored its passage. 


No Theatres, ‘Pastures’ 
Goes Into Auditoriums 





Auditoriums in seven mid-west- 
ern stands have solved a booking 
problem that was faced by ‘The 
Green Pastures’ almost from the 
start of this season’s tour, which 
began in the south. System of play- 
ing auditoriums, mostly city owned, 
was worked out by Charles G, 
Stewart, general manager of Laue 
rence Rivers, show's. presenter, 
when: it was apparent that it was 
impractical to stage ‘Pastures’ in 
some of the houses booked. In 
some cases no regular theatre was 
available. 

Auditorium rentals 
$150 per performance, the show 
assuming all expenses back and 
front. Three men in advance, one 
week apart, have handled the de- 
tails and worked with local man- 
agers appointed to supervise ticket 
sales and publicity in Joplin, Mo.; 
Springfield, Mo.; Knoxville. Tenn.; 
Omaha and Lincoln, Neb.: Des 
Moines nnd Cedar Rapids, Ia. 


were $60 to 


CURRENT ROAD SHOWS 


Week of Jan. 22 

‘Autumn Crocus,’ El Capitan, Hol- 
ly wood. 

‘Biography,’ Shubert, Newark, 
N. J. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner, Plymouth, 
Boston. 

‘Curtain Rises,’ Cort, Chicago. 

‘Dangerous Corner,’ National, 
Washington, D. C. 

‘Double Door,’ Chestnut, Philadel- 
phia. 

Eva LeGallienne Repertory, Wil- 
son theatre, Detroit, Mich. 

‘Ghost Train,’ Playhouse, Holly- 
wood. 

‘Green Pastures,’ Shrine Auditor- 
ium, Des Moines, Iowa, Jan. 22, 23; 
Auditorium, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
Jan, 24, 25; Parkway, Madison, Wis., 
Jan. 26, 27. 

‘Hold Your Horses,’ Grand, Chi- 


cago. 

Katharine Cornell Repertory, Bilt- 
more, Los Angeles, Calif. 

‘Let 'Em Eat Cake,’ 
Philadelphia. 

‘Sailor, Beware,’ Mayan, Los An- 
geles, 

San Carlo Opera Company, Audi- 
torium, Richmond, Va. 

‘Ten Minute Alibi,’ Court Square, 
Jan. 22, 28, 24, Springfield, Mass; 
Shubert, Jan. 25, 26, 27, New Haven, 
Conn. 

‘The Joyous Season,’ Wilbur, Bos- 
ton, Mass. 

‘Topsy and Eva,’ Apollo, Chicago 

Walter Hampden, American, 5! 
Louis, Mo. 


Forrest, 
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Shelve New Ticket Plan After 


7-Hour Session: 


Standoff on Vote 





Session seven hours long Wed- 
nesday (17) participated in by the 
Legitimate Theatre Code Authority, 
with representatives of ticket agen- 
cies sitting in, resulted in a new 
ticket control plan for Broadway's 
legit theatres being shelved, for the 


time being. Sponsors of the plan 
guggested a breathing spell. The 
discussions will be resumed next 


week. - 

New scheme was the outcome of 
continued squawks from the 32 li- 
censed brokers that they can’t op- 
erate under the present rules, which 
limit the premiums on re-sale tick- 
ets to 75c over the box office price. 
Proposals is to place the distribution 
of all tickets other than those re- 
quired to be held in the box office, 
in the hands of four agencies. Each 
would be required to operate 10 
branches outside the theatre zone. 
Entire operation would be under the 
eye of three supervisors. 


Managerial sponsors of the plan 
say that the larger agencies are 


willing that most of the other ticket 
offices be eliminated, but they don’t 
want the tickets controlled. Time 
after time the specs complained that 
the present rules are wrong, yet 
when attending meetings they have 
just as often recanted, saying the 
rules are okay if some changes are 
made. Brokers’ aim is to secure 
the right of interchange of allot- 
ments—sale between any two agen- 
cies. As each would collect 75c, the 
price to the customer would be $1.50. 
Matter of interchangeability will be 
placed before Divisional Adminis- 
trator Sol A. Rosenblatt upon his 
return from Hollywood. 
6 and 6 

When the new ticket plan went 
to a vote before the Code Authority, 
it resulted in a stand-off. Six mem- 
bers voted for six against. Those 
for: Brock Pemberton, Rowland 
Stebbins (managers), Frank Gill- 
more (Equity), J. D. McAllister 
(scenic artists’ union), Mrs. Claire 
Brokaw and Paul Shields, latter 
pair representing the public. 
Against: William McBride, Mayer 
Rosenstein (ticket brokers), Fred 
Dempsey (stage hands’ union), Jo- 
seph N. Weber (musicians’ union), 
Lee Shubert and Philip Dunning 
(manager-authors). 

Reported that Shubert really 
broke up the meeting by declaring 
he will not be dictated as to how 
he is to distribute tickets to his 
theatres. When the deadlock was 
announced, Dr. Henry Moskowitz 
went on record as being for the new 
plan. He is an ex-officio member of 
the Code Authority, but understood 
to be without the power of vote. 

Legit code is mandatory where 
there is a division on any proposal. 
With even one dissenting vote, the 
question must pe passed on to NRA 
headquarters at Washington, Gen. 
Hugh S. Johnson or a designated 
deputy administrator to make the 
decision. In the case of the ticket 
plan, it is doubtful of getting out 
of committee unless a preponderent 
vote is secured in its favor. 

Jed Harris, as producer of ‘The 
Lake,’ was deemed to have violated 
the ticket rules by purchasing a 
block of choice tickets from the the- 
atre and distributing them to cer- 
tain agencies. 

Harris charges will be 
Rosenblatt, who will fix the date 
for a hearing at which time the 
manager will be asked to attend, 
should the administrator sustain 
the findings of the CA. If Harris 
cannot clear himself, case would 
be turned over to the U. S. Attorney 
for New York and the latter would 
prosecute for alleged violation of 
the NRA. Possible punishment is 
&@ $500 fine or six months imprison- 
ment, or both. Harris is not a mem- 
ber of the Theatre League but the 
code encompasses all legit shows 
and theatres. Manager was called 


sent to 


a 











MGM STUDIOS 
CULVER CITY. CALIF. 











| . 

}to a meeting when charges first 
|; came up, but did not appear. His 
|} general manager Joe Glick was 


present and made a general denial. 

Brokers are not in the code but 
contact those interests 
with it. An agency may 
pended, but not being within 
NRA is not subject to 
possible hoose-gow. Another 
culiarity with the rules places the 


the 


licensed agencies. Theatres are not 
supposed to do business with 
outside agencies, which, however, 
appear to be able to dig tickets de- 
spite the rules against such sales. 

Last week when President Roose- 
velt expressed the opinion that 
those in high political offices should 
not practice law in Washington, 
Robert Jackson resigned as secre- 
tary of the Democratic National 
Committee, Frank C. Walker also 
withdrawing as treasurer and others 
also cutting away. Jackson repre- 


against the manager were tossed 


out by Rosenblatt. 


Taking Props From 
‘Horses’ Opens Way 
For Heavy Squawks 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 22. 

Complaints, and plenty of them, 
still being heard here over action of 
Shuberts in striking several of the 
important mechanical features from 
‘Hold Your Horses’ at Nixon two 
days before end of Joe Cook show’s 
engagement at Nixon. Stuff was 
carted away from theatre, without 
management’s knowledge, 
Thursday night’s performance, be- 
ing shipped on to Chicago for in- 
stallation at the Grand Opera House 
there in order to permit a Sunday 
opening. 

One of the most-publicized stunts 
in ‘Hold Your Horses’ was that in 
which Cook dipped Dave Chasen 
into huge tank at Coney Island. 
This was missing at Friday night 
show here and both Saturday per- 
formances. So was that trap-door 
at Nigger Mike’s, the revolving 
stage in the Florodora sextet num- 
ber and the subway train in the 
finale, 

Customers protested 
cases over these eliminations, 
there was nothing to be done. 

Management said it knew noth- 
ing of what was contemplated until 
a hauling bill was presented at the 
office. ‘Hold Your Horses’ started 
off slowly here but was building at 
the end of week, just when show 
needed everything most, 


‘CAKE’ $24,000 BALTO’S 
BEST GROSS OF YEAR 


Baltimore, Jan. 22. 

‘Let ’Em Eat Cake’ approximated 
$24,000 in eight times at Ford’s last 
week at $3.30 top, the high gross of 
the year. House shrouds currently, 
and just lone future attraction 
pencilled in, Cornelia Otis Skinner 
in a session of her solodramas, week 
Feb. 5. 

Charles Emerson Cook Players at 
the stock Auditorium bettered $4,000 
in second week of ‘Shanghai Ges- 
ture,’ Florence Reed guest-starred. 
Did about $10,000 on the fortnite. 

Currently Miss Reed lingers in 
‘Thoroughbred,’ and next week 
stays again to top-bracket ‘Madame 
X.’ Biz has grooved nicely for this 


in several 
but 





resident company, most successful 
town has had in four years, and 
management plans to dig in in- 


definitely. 
San Carlo Opera scooped around 
$6,000 with repertoire of four song- 





fests in three days at Lyric last 
week at $1.65 top. 
| ‘Pastures’ Gets $2,600 


| 
| In 6-Day Lincoln Stop 


Lincoln, Jan. 22 
Green Pastures,’ playing to a nice 
, + 7 
cross of $2,600 for a one-day stand 
in a 100 seat house at $2 top, may 
open the gate to more ro d show 


make 


lhere this season if they can 
ljout at that figure. 
Richard Harrison, at the request 


} ! 
jot a local minister, spoke from the | 


Paul's church the 
to about 1,800 
chow marvelously. 


pulpit of St. 
| night before, 
jand sold the 


concerned | 
be sus- 


fines and | 
pe- 


unlicensed spec outside the rules | 
entirely, and therefore it would 
seein that such ticket dispensers 
are in a better position than the 


the | 


! 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Queer People’ (Galen Bogue) 
National. 





‘Broomsticks, Amen’ (Thos. 
Kilpatrick), Biltmore. 
‘Theodora the Queen’ (Ag- 


new Prods.), Forrest. 

‘When in Rome’ (Geo. Smith- 
field), Union church. 

‘A Broken Doll’ (John Gol- 
den), Masque. 


‘Hotel Alimony’ (Franklin 
and Stoner), Royale. 
‘Hat, Coat, Glove’ (Crosby 


Gaige), Apollo, 

‘When Ghosts Meet’ (Grop- 
per and Truex), Essex House 
(hotel). 

‘Dodsworth’ 
Selwyn. 

‘American, Very Early’ (Wil- 
ton Lackaye, Jr.), Vanderbilt. 

‘Richard of Bordeaux’ (King 
and Mollison), Empire. 

‘Wind and the Rain’ (Kon- 
dolf and Hart), Shubert. 


‘Horses’ on Top 


In Chi at 206; 


(Max Gordon), 














sented Courtney Burr, producer of | 
‘Sailor Bewore’, when the changes 


after | 


people | 


Crocus’ $3,500 





Chicago, Jan. 22. 

What shows there are in town 
are doing okay biz. Duncan Sisters 
took another flyer with their ‘Topsy 
,and Eva’ revival, reopening on Sat- 
|urday (20) matinee at the Apollo 
where they had closed after three 
fair weeks. 

Girl show had been under ter- 
rific house pressure on their first 
deal with the theatre taking out a 
reported $4,000 for first money. Un- 
derstood that the show now has a 
new deal which gives it a better 
chance to break. Bond again posted 
with Equity for the chorus with the 
principals waiving salary protec- 
tion. 

Joe Cook show started excellently 
at the Grand as the only musical 
in town last week. Originally set 
for three weeks show may stay 
longer. Seems to have caught on 
here following good notices and 
talk. 

Horace Sistare closed ‘Autumn 
Crocus’ after its one week booking 
at the Studebaker and did fair busi- 
ness with it. Now goes into stock 
With ‘Elizabeth Sleeps Out’ which 
is the new title for the former Les- 
lie Howard show, ‘Murray Hill’. 
Sistare is also looking for indie at- 
tractions. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Autumn Crocus’, Studebaker (C- 
1,250; $1.50). On its six-day stay 
with four matinees quiet little play 
zarnered excelient reports and good 
$3,500. Sistare with half a mind to 
hold it over at another hotse or 
possibly ship to Milwaukee was de- 
cided against move at final minute. 
Instead goes in with his stock plan. 

Walter Hampden repertoire, Er- 
langer (D-1,207; $2.75) (2nd week). 
Closed after powerful fortnight. 
Schools gave Hampden _ thorough 
backing on his four plays, ‘Riche- 
lieu’, ‘Hamlet’, ‘Macbeth’ and ‘Ser- 
vant in the House’ the latter the 
| big plug on the final week. Both 
weeks held into fine profit at $15,000 
pace, 

‘Hold Your Horses’, Grand (M- 
1,207; $2.75). Getting $3.30 for Sat- 
| urday nights. Started out at a 
|} snappy trot on first week and with 
indications hot has taken the line 
out of its ads about ‘three weeks 
only’. Close to $20,000, which looks 
like the first run winner of the 
season, 

‘The Curtain Rises’, Cort (C- 
1,100; $2.20) (8d week). Getting 
along on cut rates which is holding 
the pace to good $4,000. 

‘Topsy and Eva’, Apollo (M-1,500; 


' 








|$2.20). Reopened Saturday by the 
| Duncan Sisters after closing pre- 
vious week on three-week ride. 








Street Hopes Flop 


Over; Follies 


Series About 
Only Recent Click 





Broadway's recent new show crop 
was markedly under the level of the 
fall period. With but few exceptions 
—the ‘Follies’ being outstanding 
there has been a succession of flops 
from the middle of December to 
mid-January. 


Indications now goin to better 
plays on the incoming cards, and 


this week should break the string of 
mediocrities. Of the five premieres 
two are favorably rated on the 
showings out of town. 

However, business 
cellent for the leaders. Second full 
week of the ‘Follies’ played to a 
gross of $36,000, which is virtual ca- 
pacity at the Winter Garden, where 
chairs are being added. ‘As Thou- 
sands Cheer’ is as strong as ever, 
standees present at all perform- 
ances for weekly takings close to 
$27,000. ‘Mary of Scotland,’ topping 
the non-musicals, is rated around 
$23,000 weekly; ‘She Loves Me Not,’ 
the comedy leader, has beaten $20,- 
000 right along; then theer are ‘Ah, 
Wilderness,’ bettering $16,000 and 
‘Sailor Beware’ and ‘Men in White’ 
clicking at more than $13,000. 

Last weeks’ quartet of premieres 
found ‘False Dreams Farewell” hav- 
ing the best chance, but it is spotted 
in the Little, and indications are it 
must sell out to make money; 
‘Wednesday's Child’ drew warm 
praise from some reviewers, but the 
box office potentialities are uncer- 
tain; ‘Mahogany Hall’ rather drew 
a spanking at the Bijou, while the 
sponsors of ‘And Be My Love’ fig- 
ured it couldn't survive the critics’ 
panning and yanked the show out 
of the Ritz after four performances. 
That gave ‘The First Apple’ a 
chance to move to that house from 
the Booth. 


remains ex- 


Due in next week: ‘The Joyous 
Season,’ Plymouth, which means 
‘Her Master’s Voice’ will move; 


‘American, Very Early,’ Vanderbilt; 
‘Theodora the Queen,’ Forrest; ‘Hat, 
Coat, Glove, Selwyn; ‘Hotel Ali- 
mony’, Royale; ‘All the King’s 
Horses’ and ‘The Wind and the 
Rain’, houses to be announced, 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Ah, Wilderness,’ Guild (17th 
week) (CD-914-$3.30). Cohan show 
continues to virtual capacity; aver- 
age gross above $16,000 weekly; 
good into warm weather. 

‘And Be My Love,’ Ritz With- 
drawn Saturday; opened Thursday 
and drew panning; known in Lon- 
don as ‘Women Kind.’ 

‘As Thousands Cheer,’ Music Box 


(17th week) (R-1,000-$4.40). Ace 
musical for continued capacity; 
weekly takings approach $27,000, 
which means standee trade. 

‘Big Hearted Herbert,’ Biltmore 
(4th week) (C-991-$2.75). Laugh 
show improving and should make 


a run of it; takings around $6,000 
last week; profitable. 


‘By Your Leave,’ Morosco (list 
week) (C-961-$3.30). Presented by 
Richard Aldrich and Alfred de 


Liagre; written by Gladys Hurlbut 
and Emma Wells; liked in Philly; 
epens Wednesday (24). 

‘Come of Age,’ Elliott (3d week) 
(C-929-$3.36}. Creditable presenta- 
tion got bad start through adverse 
notices, but may improve; estimat- 
ed around $4,000. 

‘Days Without End,’ Miller ($d 
week) (D-994-$3.30). Unless busi- 
ness improves will not last over five 
week subscription period; $5,500. 

‘Devil of Pei-Ling,’ Fulton. Listed 
for this week but withdrawn after 
Jackson Heights. 

‘False Dreams, Farewell,’ Little 
(2a week) (D-534-$3.30). In between 
notices for ship meller'§ impair 
chances; business estimated under 
$5,000, but must improve to stick. 


‘Follies,’ Winter Garden (4th 
week) (R-1,493-$4.40). Leads list in 
point of gross; takings last week, 


$36,000; three prices on lower floor 
helps virtual capacity gait. 

‘Green Bay Tree,’ Cort (15th 
week) (CD-1,024-$3.30). Building 
an advance sale for first time and 
should last into spring; profit last 
week at $7,000. 

‘Her Master’s Voice,’ Plymouth 





(14th week) (C-1,042-$3.30). May 





Agents See in ‘Follies’ $40,000 Pace 
Good News for Legit Next Year 


SS 
Legit agents see their big mo- 

ment happening next season. It’s 

been plenty tough this year and 

some of ’'em only survived because 
the Hollywood outlets and radio, 

|but a big legit season is figured 

for 1934-35. 
That a show such as the Shu- 

berts’ ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ can click 


rround $40,000 weekly is taken as 
| evidence of same, 

This year was tough considering 
that the following producers who 
are always good for at least one 
musical a season did nothing. That 


week; “The Joyous 
next week: ‘Voice 
paced around $10,- 


after this 
due in 
| well out in front; 
000 recently. 


move 
| Season’ 


‘John Brown,’ Barrymore (lst 
week) (D-1,096-$3.30). Presented by 
George Abbott; written by Ronald 
Gow; was done in London last sea- 
son; opened Monday. 

‘Mackerel Skies,’ Playhouse (lst 
week) (D-946-$3.30). Presented by 
George Bushar in association with 
John Tuerk; written by John D. 


Haggart; opens tonight (23). 
‘Mahogany Hall, Bijou (2d week) 

(D-608-$3.30). Opened middle of 

last week; notices not so good, nor 


was business thereafter. 
‘Mary of Scotland,’ Alvin (19th 
week) (D-1,387-$3.30). Leads non- 


musicals, with capacity claimed for 
all performances; gross around 
$23,000. 

‘Men in White,’ Broadhurst (18th 
week) (D-1,118-$2.75). Standing up 
strongly and can go through season; 
business bettering $13,000 right 
along. 

‘Murder at the Vanities,’ Majestic 
(20th week) (R-1,776-$3.30). May 
stay until Washington’s Birthday; 
business last week estimated about 


$13,080. 
‘No More Ladies,’ Booth (ist 
week) (C-704; $3.30). Presented by 


written by A. E, 
in Boston; 


Shubert; 

Thomas; well regarded 

opens tonight (23). 
‘Pursuit of Happiness,’ Avon (16th 


Lee 


week) (C-830; $2.75). Steadily 
profitable to moderate’ grosses; 


paced around $6,500 last week which 
was slighty up. 


‘Roberta,’ New Amsterdam (10th 
week) (M-1,717; $3.30). Making 
coin; limited number of musicals 


should favor run chances; quoted 
at $25,000; best gross except Christ- 
mas to New Year's. 

‘Sailor Beware,’ Lyceum (18th 
week) (C-967; $3.30). Holding to 
excellent trade for this stage of 
run; estimated above $13,000 last 
week, 

‘She Loves Me Not,’ 46th St. (9th 
week) (C-1,413; $3.30). Has 
bettered $20,000 consistently from 
start and looks a cinch to last into 
summer; comedy leader. 

‘The First Apple,’ Ritz (5th week) 
C-918; $3.30). Moved here Monday 
from Booth when ‘And Be My Love’ 
suddenly stopped; ‘Apple’ light at 
$4,000 but some profit. 

‘The Lake,’ Beck (5th week) (D- 
1,214; $3.30). Matinee strength life- 
saver of engagement and strong 
Saturday pulled up gross to about 


$11,500. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ 48th St. (8th 
week) (D-969; $3.30). Principally 
cut rated; gross last week quoted 
around $4,500, which is profitable, 

‘Wednesday’s Child,’ Longacre 
(2nd week) (CD-1,019; $2.75). Drew 
high praise from some critics but 
gross chances not definitely in- 
dicated as yet; $5,500 in first seven 
performances, 

‘Whatever Possessed Her,’ Mans- 


field (list week) (C-1,097; $3.30). 
Presented by Raymond Moore; 
written by Hardwich Nevin; opens 
Thursday (25). 
Other Attractions 

Ballet Russe, St. James; final 
week; profitable date. 

‘Piccoli,’ Ambassador; marion- 
ettes date extended; moved from 


Hudson Monday. 

‘Peace on Earth,’ Civic Rep. the- 
atre (14th Street); anti-war drama 
by non-profit group well supported 
to date, 


CROCUS’ SOCK, 
$8,000 IN L. A. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 22. 
‘Autumn Crocus* with Francis 
Lederer starred at the El Capitan 
topped the town on its first week. 
Piece got away to a strong start at 
$£,000 estimated for the week. Led- 





erer, new here, and with a heavy 
|} campaign, looks good for at least 
|; Six weeks, then San _ Francisco. 


|; Other three attractions were all cut 


raters using 40c passes. Local NRA 
administrator called them together 
jlast Thursday (18) and advised 
| them to discontinue the use of the 


passes as it violated the code of 


fair practices. Operators are now 
taken in Lawreace Gchweb. Sam | fig ring some other method of fill- 
| Wrenthiety thal es a emeih _ jing their houses without 
: * | the established prices. 
Ou I I ii) Gi — White ‘Sailor Beware’, on its tl yeek 
Har t d A & Freed-|at the May: n, got $2.5 n 
f Jj J n be { in |to pay off and no more. ‘T st 
eu r cal | Ale ‘ ! | Train’ at the Hollywood P! USE 
Ide for Buddy DeSylva, Sid | did $1,700 on its fourth week. Gross 
Si ind Jack Met in to} While not important, allowed the 
write it. |co-oppers to eat, pay lzings 
Harry Kaufman (Kay’s) with the | Poorest _of cr20 . > — 
Shuberts is mulling a musical for | Which closed at the ane ; cone Sees 
. jurdays after a weak fortnight. 
Walter O'Keefe, Pie a got $1,190 which didn't get 
George White will do @ summer |the effort out of the red. House 
‘Scandals’ as soon as he gets back | goes burlesque next Saturday, first 


from Hollywood. 


j burl y outfit to play Hollywood. 
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Stavisky, Frequent 


as Once a Music Hall Doorman’ 


~—-—— + 


Paris, Jan. 13. 
Serge Alexandre Stavisky, whose 
suicide to avoid arrest at Chamonix 
the most sensational 
story told here 
with dozens of high French officials 


allegedly involved, had been a han- 


climaxed 


swindle in years, 


ger-on in show business through- 


out his career. 


Towards the end of the war he 
ran a little music hall in the Rue 
Caumartin called Cadet Rousselle 


together with a woman named Jane 
Darcy. Ho took tickets at the door. 
rang up the curtain and did othe: 
odd jobs. The place was a flop. 
and Mlle. Darcey sued Stavisky as 
they closed up. 


In the years that followed he 
grew to be a big shot, and never 
again had to take tickets at the 
door. In his last years he was 
known eas one of the most lavish 
angels in France. Last summer, 


while he was dropping million franc 
bets at the Deauville baccarat table. 
he was followed by a swarm of ac- 
tresses who wanted to persuade him 
to put the money in their shows 
instead. 

His last venture was the backing 
of the Empire for an operetta sea- 
son, this year. When the story of 
the fake bonds of the Bayonne 
municipal hockshop, whicl led to 
his suicide, came out, the Em- 
pire closed, owing 150,000 francs to 
the cast, while the director of the 
theatre, Stavisxy'’s man _ Friday, 
Henri Hayotte, disappeared. 

Rita Georg, Viennese actress, who 
had starred in ‘Deux Sous de 
Fleurs,’ the last Empire show, was 
immediately suspected by police of 
having been put there by Stavisky, 


‘ m - * > » r « 32 ri ~j o 
but she s.eadfastly denied that she eee et oa a ee 
had ever known him. engions © Oreak Our into open 

flame. Play, in its original form, 


Previous to this, a Hugarian 
operetta, ‘Katinka,’ had been played 
at the Empire, and the wise ones 
say Stavisky put this show on so 
he could take it on the road to 
Budapest and dazzle the local 
lights, with whom he was putting 
over a big deal involving fake Hun- 
garian bonds. 

Hayotte, who ran the Empire, also 
ran a lot of other Stavisky enter- 
prises. Several days after his dis- 
appearance the police thought of 
going to his home to see if he might 
be there, and to their surprise, they 
found him. They took him along on 
an expedition to search Stav- 
isky’s offices, and then let him go. 
Then he disappeared again, this 
time apparently in earnest. 

The Empire has formally been de- 
clared in bankruptcy, and it does 
not seem likely that the players, 
many of whom are Viennese, stand 
any chance of getting their money. 





Legit Angel, 





Making Sure 





Paris, Jan. 13. 

Everybody in show biz is be- 
ing accused of having had 
something to do with the Sta- 
visky mess, so St. Granier, mu- 
sical comedy comic, figured he 
better not take any chances. | 

Had a lot of one-sheets made 
and plastered all over town an- 
noucing that the swindler pos- 
itively didn’t have a nickel or 
a finger in the current Mayol 
show. St. Granier stars at the 
Mayol. 


ANTI- JEW PLA 
TONED DOWN; 
TOO ROUGH 














Berlin, Jan. 11. 

Hanns Johst, ranging in the front 
line of Nazi playwrights, has been 
granted ‘temporary leave of absence 
as first dramaturge of the State 
Theatre in Berlin pending the def- 
inite reorganization of that 
tute.’ That's all that the 
statement says. 

What actually happened is that 
the premiere of Johst’s Luther 
drama, ‘Prophets’, at the State The- 


insti- 
official 


surpassed even Nazi conceptions of 
admissible anti-Semitism. At the 
last minute General Goering, the 
Prussian premier, was called upon 
to pass his verdict and decided 
against it. 

Piece was then called off ‘be- 
cause Heinrich George, acting the 
Luther part, had sprained his ankle’ 
while the audience was waiting for 
the curtain to rise. The necessary 
cuts were carried out by next day, 
with George’s ankle miraculously 
cured. 

Hanns Johst’s fame as a dramat- 
ist draws its origin from his drama 
‘Schlageter’ which is a glorification 
of a German of that name who 
was shot by the French at the Ruhr 
in 1923. Its foaming anti-French 
tendency caused it to be included, 
after having been staged in prac- 
tically every German city, in thosz 





plays which were suddep3y with- 
drawn throughout the Reich when 





2 NEW BULGAKOV PLAYS: 


the recent political move _ for 
France-German understanding be- 


fan. 


GET OFFICIAL RUSS AXE! oe 


Jan. 3. 

Censors, after some _ hesitation, 
have squashed two Michael Bulga- 
kov plays which were in rehearsal 
for months: ‘Flight’ and ‘Moliere’. 

For ‘Flight’ it is a second sup- 
pression, having been barred in the 
early years of the revolution. 

‘Moliere’ tells the story of the 
French playwright and his persecu- 
tion by the Jesuits of his day, The 
rather obvious allusion to another 
playwright and another set of cen- 
sors apparently isn’t relished. The 
only Bulgakov play on the boards, 
therefore, remains the celebrated 
‘Days of the ‘Turbins’. 

Despite well advertised new free- 
dom in the theatre the official axe 
is not allowed to grow rusty. Among 
the verboten pieces of recent vint- 
age is ‘Lies’, by A. Afinogenyev, a 
Communist white hope. 

Most discussed of the censored 
plays is ‘Suicide’, by Erdman, said 
to be a humdinger but off-color 
politically. Erdman himself is in 
Siberian exile, but not for this play. 


Heat Hurts S. Africa 


Capetown, Dec. 25. 

Summer is on us with a venge- 
ance. One day last week the 
temperature in the sun in Capetown 
was 124 degrees Fahrenheit. 

Heat not too good for show busi- 
ness. Thousands of visitors com- 
ing down from inland towns to the 
outside sea-side resorts. Sea bath- 


Moscow, 


ing the big thing at the present 
moment, with theatres empty. 


EXCLUSIVE ACTORS CLUB 


Garrick Members in Uproar Because 
Prominent Manager Barred 





London, Jan. 13. 
One of the most prominent West 
Bnd managers was recently put up 
for membership in the Garrick Club 





here. His sponsors were Seymour 
Hicks and Frederick Lonsdale. 
When asked to withdraw the pro- 
posal, both of them resigned, and 
there is a terrific upheaval among 
the members. 

Some years ago another well- 
known manager was proposed, and 
on opening the ballot box it was 
found there were more black balls 
in it than there were members of 
the committee to pass upon same. 

The club was started in 1831 as 
a memorial to David Garrick in 
King Street, Covent Garden. In 
1862 it moved to its present quar- 
ters in Garrick Street. It is the 
most exclusive theatrical club in 
England. 


Musical ‘Heaven’ 


London, Jan. 13. 

Charles Cochran is flirting with 
the idea of musicalizing ‘Seventh 
Heaven.’ Understood he is already 
in touch with John Golden. 

Cole Porter is to do the musical 
score. 

If it goes through, 
Lawrence will play ¢: 
ken role. 


likely Gertie 
Helen Men- 





CHINESE PERIL IN PARIS 
‘Swank Nite Clubs Closing, But 
Chow Meinery Moves Up 


Paris, Jan. 18. 

The Chinese peril has hit Paris. 
With all the swell cafes and nite 
|}clubs in the Champs-Elysee quar- 
ter buying shiploads of red ink, or 
| folding up completely, a Chinee res- 
}taurant is opeming in that swank 
| nabe. 

Previously only a couple Chinese 
restaurants in Paris, both on the 
Boul 


Franz Lehat’s 
Latest Opera 
B cast to U. S. 


Vienna, Jan. 22. 
Franz Lehar’s newest 
work, received its world premiere 
Saturday (20) at the Vienna State 
Opera. Richard Tauber and Jar- 
milla Novotna shared the stellar 
roles. House was sold out in ad- 
vance several weeks ago and, so- 
cially at least, it was the most brii- 
liant affair in years, | 

Book. for the piece was written 
by Paul Knepper and Fritz Loehner. 
Spanish theme is vaguely reminis- 
cent of ‘Carmen’ though very much 
less melodic and of a different tem- 
perament than the French opera. 


‘Giuditta’, 


About one hour of the first per- 
formance was rebroadcast from 
Vienna over WEAF and the NBC 
network, New York, coming in Sat- 
urday afternoon just before the 
Metropolitan Opera broadcast. At- 
mospheric conditions were bad, so 
that judgment of the musical qual- 
ity in New York was impossible. 

Tauber’s voice came _ through 
clearly in several sequences and im- 
pressed nicely, though Mme. No- 
votna didn’t fare as well. 





Riviera Combing Spots 
Still Getting Heavy Play 


Paris, Jan. 13. 

Lots of gambling going on in 
tiviera casinos, although the drop 
in pound and dollar has cut re- 
ceipts of roulette, boule and bae~ 
carat houses. Figures for lest win- 
ter, just announced freveal that 23 
casinos between Mentone and Saint 
Rapkrei netted 42,960,000 francs 
profits at the tables in the 1932-33 


season. That’s $2,550,000 in U. 8S. 
coin, 
Monte Carlo figures are kept 
secret. 
Casinos run by the American 


millionaire, Frank Jay Gould, how- 
ever, suffered heavy losses. Gould's 
Palais de la Mediterranee at Nice 
took in only $360,000 in 1933, against 


$560,000 the previous year. His 
summer casino at Juan les Pins 


also shows a drop. 
Gambling places at beaches such 
as Le Touquet, Deauville and Biar- 


Miche, just out of the Latin | 
| Quarter and very cheap. 


London ‘Reunion’ Opens Favorably: J 
New Coward Play Into Rehearsal 





It’s a Gift 


London, Jan. 18. 

With most of the music pub- 
lishers bent on refusiig to pay 
the song-plugging graft, a new 
form of muscling has made its 
debut. It consists of “pres- 
ents” for singing numbers, but 
some of these gifts are of quite 
an extensive nature, 








One singer gets his entire 
wardrobe from the swellest 
Savile Row tailors, while an- 

other has recently had _ his 
house furnished by the same 

| method. 

| It’s and old Yankee custom. ! 





ONLY HIGHBROW 
PLAYS OKAY 
IN PARIS 


Paris, Jan. 13. 
It's turning out to be a terrible 
winter for legit here. Capucines 


and Potiniere theatres closed down 
without paying off the players, and 
the Artists Union is out scouting 
for the cash, it knows not where. 
Capucines, however, managed to re- 
open, Added to closing of Empire 
last week with 150,000 francs of pay 
due, this puts a lot of legit troopers 
in a bad way. 

Surplus of operettas is 
telling, and the Moulin Rouge had 
to fold its ambitious musical ‘Vic- 
toria and Her HFlussar.’ Pathe- 
Natan, owners of the Empire, is 
looking for a tenant, but is not like- 
ly to catch another one to put ona 
musical show there. 

Could rent it for films, but since 
company has several picture houses 
of its own on the same block and 
nearby, it doesn’t want pictures 
shown at the Empire, even in com- 
bination with a stage program. 

Feodor Chaliapin, the Russia 
basso, added another to the season's 
flops with a series of eperas he tried 
to put on at the Theatre des 
Champs Bitysees. After a couple of 
Performances the company ran out 
of money. Chaliapin himself al- 
ways wants cash down before he 
launches a note, so between him 
and the union musicians the opera 
season was called to a halt. 

Among the plays really doing well 
here this season are ‘Tovarich’, by 
Jacques Deval, at the Theatre de 
Paris, and three productions by the 
small arty theatres: ‘Crime and 
Punishment’, carried over from last 
year by Gaston Baty at the Mont- 
parnasse; ‘Petrus’, played and pro- 
duced by Louis Jouvet, and Shakes- 
peare’s ‘Richard III’, put on by 
Charles Dullin at the Atelier. It’s 
the highbrow stuff that is sticking. 

For new openings this is the dull 
season. Just one, ‘Oeil de Lynx’ 
three acter by Cuel and Poire, is 


finally 





ritz show big gains for the year. 


scheduled this week at the Athenee. 





End of First Year 


Finds Nazi | 


Regime Cruel to German Legit 





Berlin, Jan. 11. 
A review of German theatre life 
at the end of the first year of the 


Third Reich’s regime shuws it in 
a sad _ plight. Void of esprit, 


tempo, satire, it leads its bloodless 
life; not as recreation from the un- 
ceasing political everyday turbul- 
ence but as an inefficient continua- 
tion of propaganda, 

The fact that a Sword of 
Damocles which the witty m. c. of 
a Berlin cabaret had hung up on 
the stage was confiscated after the 
first night illustrates the lack of 
sense of humor which is the most 
serious threat confronting the the- 
atrical situation in this country. 

The standing of Berlin as a the- 
atre city has flopped from that of 
European predominance to one of 





immaterial significance. Radio ap- 
peals, proclaiming it the duty of 
every true National socialist to 


patronize the theatres are hardly 
ipt to save the situation. 
Only the Opera 

As the sole remnant of past 
slory the State Opera stands, an 
oasis in the desert, with one of the 
world’s finest and such 
conductors as Furtwaengler, Blech 
and Kleiber. Beyond that, the 
amalgamation of politics and art 
has struck the theatre a blow from 
Which it is not likely to recover 
very 

Only that legit gro 
are nowhere, with just a few excep- 
tions. Apart from About 
lolanthe,’ a rural about a 
pig, the hits of the season include 
fa musical comedy with Max Han- 
lsen, screen comic Whose Danish 
origin balanced his Jewish grand- 
mother, and a comedy - starring 
Otto Wallbureg, 
}popular film 


orchestras 


soon, 


natural 


‘Row 
comedy 








also among the most 
non- 


actors, whose 


aryan descent is beyond discussion. 


London, Jan. 13. 
the fact that Robert E. 
Sherwood's two previous Plays, ‘The 


Despite 


toad to Rome’ and ‘Acropolis’, were 
both failures in London, there was 
a fluttering expectancy throughout 
the auditorium before the curtain 
rose on ‘Reunion in Vienna’ at the 
Lyric. Whatever else happened 
those present knew they would get 
tine performances from Lynn Fon- 
tanne and Alfred Lunt. 

They were not disappointed with 


the play, and were more than re- 
galed with excellent acting 
throughout. 

Word has gone forth about its 
American success, plus the popu- 
larity of the filmization here. Mob 
was satisfied all around, 

Protest Taxes 
The Stage and Allied Arts De- 


fense League has issued a pamphlet 
written by S'tr Oswald Stoll, titled 
Save the Theatre’. It is a protest 
igainst the entertainment tax in 
ingland. Charles Cochran covers 
he same point in an article pub- 
ished in the Daily Mail. 

Alfred Denville. Member of Par- 
liament, addressed the Gallery lirst 
Nighters Club Sunday evening, Jan. 
7, on the subject. LEverybody in the 
business has been protesting since 
the war was over, but. no relief is 
apparent at this time. 

Cold Openings 

Rehearsals of ‘Conversation Piece’ 


and ‘Magnolia Street’ will com- 
mence Jan. 15. Noel Coward will 


direct the former and Komisarjev- 
sky the latter. ‘Conversation Piece’ 
will go to His Majesty's, but the 
theatre for Louis Golding’s play is 
not yet fixed. Neither play will be 
given a tryout prior to its London 
production, both opening cold. 
‘Here’s How’ Okay 

‘Here’s How’ has encountered a 
couple of tough breaks. Originally 
was to be presented by Howard & 
Wyndhams, with the firm ducking. 
Schedule@ to play the Alhambra, 
after a provincial tryout, but Sir 
Oswald Stoll wanted too big a pere 
centage; and that’s out. 

Now things are running smooth- 
ly. Another backer has been found, 
and show has, in addition to Lily 
Damita and George Robey, Reilly 
and Comfort, who were approached 
earlier but could not get together 
on the money. 

Show is presented by Lee Eph- 
riam, and opens in Manchester, Feb. 
6. for two weeks, coming to the 
Saville theatre, here, after that. 

N. T. G. for London 
managing di- 





Clement Hobson, 
rector of Les Ambassadeurs reS- 
Paris, pulled a fast one 


taurant, 
on Clifford Fischer. After sending 
him to New York on the Ile de 
France a couple of weeks ago to 
line up talent for the summer show, 





| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


| 


lhe signed a 


contract with CHff 
Whitley to stage an American show 


; there. 

Show is the N. T. G. Paradise 
restaurant floor show from New 
York, and opens at the Ambassa- 
deurs April 15 for 19 weeks, with 








option, going to the Dorchester 


hotel in the fall. 
Macdermott’s Royalty 
Norman Macdermott, once 
of the Everyman theatre and insti- 
gator of tryout plays, several of 
which merited a week-end showings, 
has leased the Royalty theatre from 
Ernest Remniunt. was re- 


lessee 


Lease 


cently vacated by Lion M, Lion. 
Macdermott’s first will be Sean 
O’Casey’s ‘*ithin the Gates,’ which 


opens around end of January. 


Harms Gets It Anyway 

‘That Certain Thing, biggest hit 
in London, heading the list of song 
hits, been acquired by Harms. 
Song was bought y Irwin 
Dash, who immediately saw its 
sibilities, with right kind of piug, 
after it was turned down by C! 
pells, London, who are. affiliated 
with Harms. 


has 


outright bi 


Lillie Show Weak 
Andre Charlot reyue at t’e 
Savoy, featuring beatrice Lillie, is 
sending out a large consignment of 
two-for-ones. Despite this, and 4 
cut in salaries, it won't linger much 
longer. 


The 
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order of things. 
being 
reasons, 
the only 


cohol in the U. 8. 


ney 
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German Book-Legging Colorado Writers BOOK REVIEWS 
Booklegging is getting to be quite Clem Yore of Estes Park was Best Sellers ccna 
a trade in Germany in the new | elected president of the Colorado Plays in Cold Type 
So many books} Author’s League at their annual ees | Two current plays are published 
banned for various political banquet and jamboree at the Olin Best Seliers for the week ending Jan. 20, as reported by the | by Doubleday-Doran and make in- 
even outside the anti-Jew | hotel, Denver. Other officers elect- American News Co.. Inc. | teresting contrasts. “The Lake’ and 
thing, that book-readers are finding | ed are Miss Olga Gunkle, first vice- Ficti |‘Mary of Scotland’ are different 
way they can get their] president; Willard Hawkins, second ction * types of plays, completely, yet both 
fodder is to pick it up in under-the- | vice-president, and Herbert P. ‘Anthony Adverse’ ($3.00) .....ceeeeecereeeeees By He rvey Allen imore or less reach for the same 
eounter sales pretty much as the] White, secretary-treasurer. ‘Thim Mam’ ($2.00) cccccccccccvcccccccscececes By Dashiell Hammett | reading clientele. ‘Mary’ costs fifty 
prohibition thing worked out on al- Writing business in Colorado | "Mem, EGET GERBS) cccccesecessucess cevmiessuneann By Anne Parwton lcenta more than the ‘Lake’ which 
must be on the upgrade, 200 at-! ‘Oil for Lamps of China’ ($2.50) ........-- By Alice Tisdale Hobe rt is marked at $1.50 and that’s a fair 
One of the biggest current sellers | tending, most of them paying a "Mother, The’ ($62.58) cccocccccccccccecessssesucecs By Pearl 5. Buck amcharee. 
in Germany is reported to be ‘Jour- | buck each. ‘Men Against the Sea’ ($2.00) ....eseeceeserees By Nordhoff & Hall Dorothy Massingham and Murray 
to the End of the Night’ by A great show, bossed by Harry Non-Fiction MacDonald wrote ‘The Lake.’ Miss 
Louis Ferdinand Celine, a French] Adler, toastmaster and former ‘Life Begins at Forty’ ($1.50) .............:- By Walter B. Pitkin MacDonald was reaching for a 
president, filled in after the speeches By Peter Fleming beauty so fragile that quite possi- 


book which Little Brown owns for 
the U. S. That’s the book that 
eaused a fuss in Paris when the 
Goncourt Prize committee was 
practically set to give it the prize 
and then changed its mind, with 
arguments and interviews and dis- 
cussions on all sides. Couple of the 
committee members, notably Al- 
phonse Daudet, have suggested they 
might quit, while the rest of the 
committee figured the book too ‘vul- 
gar for approval.’ Germans seem 
to like it so well that it is reported 
outselling regularly published books 
on open sale. 

Another big seller in Germany is 
the new Spengler book, ‘The Hour 
of Decision,’ supposed to have sold 
about 200,000 copies despite barred 
by the Hitler regime. Knopf has 
this for the U. S. 

Even in newspaper sales there’s 
a healthy trend for out-of-town 
papers. With the press controlled 
and all papers printing exactly the 
same stories in Germany, readers 
are more and more sending for for- 
eign language papers, with sales on 
these more than doubling in the 
past few months. Austrian, Czecho- 
slovakian papers and some others 
from Europe printed in the German 
language are those that are getting 
the best breaks in this line. 





One-Man Magazine 

That unique mag, The Ploug- 
share, Which passed out shortly 
after the end of the war, is in 
process of revival, Hervey White, 
who was its publisher, will again 
be concerned in its publication, with 
two associates this time, Henry 
Morton Robinson and Ernest Brace. 

Subtitled a Literary Periodical of 
One-Man Exhibits, The Plougshare 
really was in each issue a one-man 
literary exhibition. The revived 
publication will carry on in the 
same fashion, with Kenneth Burke 
to give a ‘literary show’ in the first 
issue. Others who will give ‘ex- 
hibitions’ in subsequent issues are 
Alexander Laing, Green Peyton and 
David Cort. Only American scrib- 
blers will be invited to ‘show.’ 

Plougshare will be published at 
Woodstock, the East’s biggest liter- 
ary colony. Hervey White has 
made his home there for many 
years. 





Sobol’s Speakeasy Yarns 

Louis Sobol, the N. Y, Journal’s 
Broadway columnist, has three ar- 
ticles sold to Hearst’s Cosmopolitan, 
the first appearing in the March is- 
sue. It was a commission for one 
piece at $750 a crack, but there 
was so much the publication con- 
eluded to make it a three-part se- 
rial. 

Sobol still has enough over and 
Doubleday-Doran and D. Appleton 
are both interested in a book on 
the ‘Speakeasy Era’ by Sobol, who 
has knocked around in all sorts 
and conditions of niteries, as part 
of his newspaper rounds. 


Midgets in Book 
Burnet Hershey and Walter Bodin 
have finished a book on midgets, 
which Coward-McCann will pub- 
lish. It’s as all-inclusive as they 
eould make it, plus illustrations, and 
will be a big tome. They picked 


the almost obvious title, ‘It’s a 
Small World.’ 
Hershey is from pictures. A for- 


mer newsaperman, he went into pic- 
ture work as a writer some ten 
years ago and has been with War- 
ners for the past four years. He is 
one of the most prolific writers of 
Short subjects extant, having spe- 
cialized in that end for some years. 





Ed Mowrer in Paris 

Edgar Ansel Mowrer, former Ber- 
lin correspondent for the Chicago 
Daily News, who had to retire from 
Germany when the Hitler regime 
came in, has been assigned the 
Paris office for that paper, replac- 
ing his brother, Paul Scott Mowrer. 
Paul comes .back to Chicago to 
write editorials. 

Junius Wood, paper’s Tokio cor- 
respondent, goes to the Berlin post, 


With Reginald Sweetland going to 
Tokio from Shanghai and Frank 
Smothers moving from Chicago 


feneral assignment staff to Shang- |Feature Magazine 


hai, 


} 


| winter. 





were over. Local writers took the 
parts, with Vance Graham, KOA 
announcer, taking the lead in the 
first burlesque on _ editors and 
writers. Others in the cast were 
Annabelle Adler, Joe Mills, Bess 
Ruble, Nellye Graf, Arthur Carhart 
and D. Otis Collins. 

Bernice Brown, former literary 
editor of Colliers, in town for a 
week, was corralled for a short talk. 
The piece-de-resistance was a dry, 
much too long lecture on ‘Early Lit- 
erature of the Rocky Mountain Re- 
gion’ by Dr. L. J. Davidson, pro- 
fessor of English, Denver Univer- 
sity. The professor must-+ have 
thought he was in the classroom. 





Sure Fire Screen 
Dell publications, which had been 
getting away from pulps in favor of 
slicks, mostly in rotogravure, re- 
turning to the rough paper mags 


again. Utilizing a not new idea in 
a new mag, Sure-Fire Screen 
Stories, which will carry the fic- 


tionized tales of the new films. Sim- 
ilar to the now-defunct Moving 
Picture Stories, except that Sure- 
Fire Screen Stories, being a pulp, 
using only outdoor and detective 
stories, eschewing the dramatic, 
comedy and like material. 

M. C. Kelley editing Sure-Fire 
Screen Stories for Dell. Fictioniz- 
ing is done only on assignment, 
these being handed to many of the 
regular Dell scribblers. 


British Short Stories 

Recent upward swing in America 
for short-stories, is beginning to in- 
fluence England, which is something 
insofar as literary vogues are con- 
cerned. Two new English maga- 
zines have been started in the past 
few weeks, both announcing that 
they intend to do in England for 
‘British short stories of outstanding 
merit’ what Story is doing for 
Americans. 

Two magazines are Lovat Dick- 
son’s Magazine, put out by the Lov- 
at Dickson publishing house and 
New Stories, edited by five English 
and one American author. Amer- 
ican is Edward J. O’Brien, who has 
collected anthologies of American 
short stories yearly for the past 
decade or so. He currently resides 
in Oxford. 

Also in the same direction is the 
fact that Jonathan Cape is bringing 
out a British edition of ‘Story An- 
thology’ pronto. 





Poets in Pamphlets 

Sidney Tyler, who recently formed 
the Modern Editions Press, issuing 
a pretentious series of poetry 
pamphlets which he labels’ the 
Poetry Series. Poets represented in 
the series are Lincoln Kirrstein, 
Kathleen Tankersley Young, Hor- 
ace Gregory, Raymond Ellsworth 
Larsson, Bob Brown, Carl Rakosi, 
Laurence Vail and Paul Bowles. 
Nicely gotten out at two bits each. 
Tyler’s publishing plans call for 
a variegated group of publications, 
including regulation-sized books, 
The Poetry Series not complete, 
however, as it will be added to from 
time to time. 





Scott Keeps Digging 

Technocracy by no means a dead 
issue, even though the technocrats 
are no longer to be seen in the Co- 
lumbia University laboratories. 
Howard Scott, the high priest, and 
his adherents have moved to an of- 
fice on upper Madison avenue, 
where they are readying a heap of 
literature aimed to revive at least 
some of the former interest 
subject. 

To bring back technocracy into 
the home as cheaply as_ pos- 
sible, Scott’s group is publishing a 
pamphlet written by Scott himself 
called simply ‘Technocracy.’ 
sell for a thin dime. 


and 

Will 
New Show Mag 

A new mag devoted to the theatre 

is being primed for publication this 

Publisher is Donald Hath- 





laway, who has dabbled in the the- 


atre both as producer and play- 
wright. Name picked thus far is 
Hathaway will] 


edit, too. 


in the | 
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‘More Power to You’ ($1.75)..... 
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‘Crowded Hours’ ($3.00).......... 
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Albany L. C. A. 

James M. Kiernan of the New 
York Times has been elected presi- 
dent of the Albany, N. Y., Legisla- 
tive Correspondents Association, 
succeeding Leo W. O’Brien of the 
Albany Times-Union. Other officers 
chosen are: First vice-president, 
Edward McDonald, Troy Record; 
second vice-president, William O. 
Trapp, New York World-Telegram, 
and secretary-treasurer, George M. 
Janvrin, Staten Island Advance. 

Directors elected are: George W. 
Herrick, New York Morning Tele- 
graph, chairman; Walter T. Brown, 
AP; Edward W. Bates, New York 
Herald-Tribune; George L. Cas- 
sidy, Brooklyn Times-Union; Paul 
H. King, UP; Harold P. Jarvis, 
Buffalo Courier-Express; William 
E. Lawby, New York American, and 
Joseph R. Malone, Rochester Dem- 
ocrat and Chronicle. 





Dinner Club Publishing 

Artists and Writers Dinner Club, 
which has for some time been feed- 
ing needy scribblers and brush- 
wielders, has gone into the publish- 
ing business as a means of raising 
additional revenue with which to 
carry on its work. 

Organization is issuing a slim 
volume called ‘Artists’ and Writers’ 
Chap Book’, to sell for 50 cents. 
Contains an anthology of prose 
and verse and reproductions of 
paintings. All of the material con- 
tributed gratis, and J. George Fred- 
erick also donated his services to 
edit the volume. Dinner Club also 
got very good terms on the print- 
ing end, thus assuring the greater 
part of the proceeds from the sales 
of the book to its fund. 

Original idea of the Artists’ and 
Writers’ Dinner Club was to issue a 
mag this may yet be done, 





‘The Ladies’ Again 

British reception to Stanley Hop- 
kins’ book, “The Ladies,’ has been 
so big that Harpers, which origi- 
nally brought it out here, is to re- 
publish it. 

Harper action is not to be con- 
fused with the familiar reprint. 
Will be like, in all respects, the 
publication of a new book and at 
the regulation price for new fiction. 
Usual new book campaign will be 
constructed for it. 

Belief at the Harper offices that 
‘The Ladies’ failed to get across last 
fall because its publication was si- 
multaneous with that of a flock of 
books by name acriblers. Unno- 
ticed in the rush, it died. However, 
the Harper execs had faith in the 
book, and when this was confirmed 
by the manner in which it was re- 
ceived in England, the republica- 
tion was decided upon. Book will 
reappear in the spring. 





Elsa Maxwell’s Truth 

Some anticipated discomfort in 
several circles with the announce- 
ment by Knopf’s that it has agreed 
to publish a book by Elsa Maxwell 
entitled ‘But It’s True.’ No indi- 
cation what kind of a book, making 
for that much more discomfort. 

Miss Maxwell is the American 
lady who for a number of years has 
lived in Paris and pretty much dic- 
tated social and fashion tastes to 
Americans who wandered over. She 
went to Hollywood for a while to 
tell the picture mob how to dress 
when and why, but that didn’t pan 
out as well as expected. Goldwyn 
paid her a salary whfle she was on 
the coast, 





Standard ‘Domino’ Out 

L. H. Hitching, the ‘Domino’ of 
ithe Evening Standard, London, is 
| out. Hitchinge was originally 
| brought over from Manchester, two 
|years ago, by the Sunday Express, 
lalso a Beaverbrook publication, as 
la stunt critic. 





Was given a month in which to! namo. 
| make good. Stayed for six months, 





| 
Hitching te now Gomme publicity 


and freelancing. 


After Dirt Sheets 

A nationwide drive’ to suppress 
obscene books, magazines and pho- 
tographs from book stores and 
newsstands is being conducted by 
the National Association for the 
Suppression of Obscene Literature 
which already has listed 19 periodi- 
cals, now being published, either 
weekly or monthly. 

Jack Parker, its executive 
tary, lists these periodicals as ‘off- 
color’ publications and is sending 
notices throughout the country to 
news agencies and book dealers in- 
forming them of this list. 

Organization does not include any 
nudist magazines in its list as it 
wants to continue further investi- 
gation as to the objects of the pub- 
lishers of that type of magazine 
with respect to circulations. 

Organization maintains offices in 
Los Angeles and lists Mrs. Grace 
Grim as president, Hemminger as 
vice-president and legal counsel; 
Oliver M. Hickey as national law 
enforcement director, and Dr. A. J. 
Balkins, treasurer, 


secre- 


Albany News Guild 

Sixty-one members of the edito- 
rial departments of the Albany, N. 
Y., Knickerbocker Press, Evening 
News and Times-Union have united 
to form a guild under the NRA, 
which will be affiliated with the na- 
tional organization. John Wan- 
hope, News, has been elected tem- 


porary chairman, and _ Richard 
Walsh, Times-Union, temporary 
secretary. 


Chairmen of conference commit- 
tees appointed are: Henry (Barney) 
Kraft, Knickerbocker Press; Ed 
Herwig, Times-Union, and Wan- 
hope, News. Press associations are 
represented by Ed Fales, AP; 
Henry Matteo, UP, while the rep- 
resentative for The Evangelist, 
Catholic newspaper, is John Sehl. 
It is planned to form a tri-city 
group, with members also from 
Troy and Schenectady. 


- 
oe 





Musician-Mag:cian-Author 

Little Brown is rushing a print 
of ‘Bombay Mail’ by Larence Bloch- 
man Book has already been filmed 
by Universal, reversing the usual 
process, and is currently being re- 
leased as a film. 

Blochman went to Japan with an 
American jazz band, liked it and 
decided to stay. He toured that 
country and China as a magician, 
then getting a job in Calcutta, In- 
dia, as a newspaperman. Stayed 
there a year or so, and began writ- 
ing fiction. 


‘Puppetry, 1933’ 

Yearbook covering what is per- 
haps the most limited business ex- 
tant—puppeteering—is that issued 
by Paul McPharlin each year. Mc- 
Pharlin is about ready to take the 
current number, called ‘Puppetry, 
1933’ off the press. 

‘Puppetry’ each year gives a com- 
plete record of puppet activity, and 
is illustrated. McPharlin is the 
editor as well as publisher of this 
annual. 





Technocratic Collison 

Wilson Collison is rapidly build- 
ing himself a reputation as a writ- 
ing factory. ‘Congo Landing,’ 
which he’s just sold to McBride’s is 
his fourteenth novel, added to which 
he has nine produced plays, 22 film 
originals and about 500 short stories 
to his credit. And he’s just barely 
40. He’s got a Metro writing con- 
tract, besides. 

Supposed to be a secret that most 
of his work is done with the aid of 
Anzonetta, his wife. 

Gold’s Dynamo 

With the revived New Masses in 
other hands, Michael Gold still has 
the publishing urge. Hence his con- 
nection with new poetry mag, Dy- 





| 
A large number of Village prole- 


| 
and was transferred to the Stand- |tarians in on Dynamo, with pub- | 
ard, } 


lication headquarters in the Vi)l- 
lage, too. Dynamo will appear 
twice a month—it’s hoped 


In the theatre the 
than in 


bly she missed. 


miss is more pronounced 
the book, because in the book the 
beautiful phraseology helps con- 
siderably. But it’s not likely to 
have lasting strength. 

Maxwell Anderson, who wrote 
‘Mary of Scotland’ undoubtedly 


takes himself a prominent seat 
among fine fashioners of drama of 
all time. It’s not easy reading for 
the average person, but it’s en- 
trancing reading. It’s a better play 
to be read than to be seen (which 
sometimes happens) but is helped 
in its stage version in New York 
by a sterling performance by Helen 
Hayes. Strength of the piece, as a 
play, is shown by the fact that in 
reading, without Miss Hayes, it still 
is moving and effective. 





‘A Giant of the Press’ 

Editor and Publisher, newspaper 
trade paper, makes its bow as book 
publisher with ‘A Giant of the 
Press.’ It’s the first of a proposed 
library of famous newspaper folks, 

Barnett Fine wrote the _ book, 
which is a sort of biography of Carr 
Vattel Van Anda. Van Anda was 
managing editor of the New York 
Times from 1904 to 1932 and dug 
himself quite a niche in newspapere- 
dom’s ha.l of fame. Book is not ese 
pecially well written and overdoes 
on praise for Van Anda, despite the 
fact he may deserve it. Insuffle 
cient attention to personality dee 
tails hurts also. But some very in- 
teresting newspaper history is dis- 
closed. It makes good fodder for 
eventual historians. 


Faith Baldwin on Gossip 

Faith Baldwin knows how to 
jangle her puppets. Her newest 
novel ‘Innocent Bystander’ (Farrar 
& Rinehart; $2) doesn’t say very 
much, hasn’t very much of a story, 
hasn’t any depth, but manages to 
contain what is needed for light 
reading. In play circles it would 
be called a matinee book. The 
ladies’ll read it; the libraries ought 
to have a nice time of it. 

Tells about how terrible a thing 
is gossip, and takes itself perhaps 
just a bit too seriously. But Miss 
Baldwin knows what femme read- 
ers want to read. Not enough story 
in it for film purposes. 





Chatter 
Beth Brown has sold the screen 
rights of ‘Bad Actor,’ her recent 


‘Screenland Magazine’ story. 

McBride’s will publish Joseph 
Hilton Smythe’s ‘The Nuder Gen- 
der. Yarn is now running serially 
in College Humor. 

Carveth Wells to Bermuda. 

H. T. Craven, former drama edl- 
tor of the Philadelphia Record, now 
doing the same work for Philadel- 
phia Fashion Show, a weekly. 

Joseph Stagg Lawrence has joined 
the editorial staff of Review of Re- 
views. 

Neil Bell, whose ‘Bredon and Sons’ 
has just been published, is really 
Stephen Southwold. 

Indications point to Ireland and, 
in particular; the Irish rebellion, as 
the most popular fiction subject of 
the year. 

Viking has set February as the 
publication date for the memoirs of 
Edward B. Marks, the music pub- 
lisher. Volume will bear the title of 
‘They All Sing.’ 

Elizabeth De Gramont, the French 
scribbler, sailed for home. Will do 


her impressions of America, of 
course, 
Albert Payson Terhune comes 


into the city this week to stay for 
the balance of the winter. Too cold 
in that part of Jersey that Terhune 
likes the best. 

Thomas Y. Crowell Company 100 
years old. The Crowell family still 
active in the operations of the book 
house. 

Edith Wharton the latest of the 
scribblers to write her memoirs. 

Thayer Hobson, the William Mor- 
row company head, has gone abroad 
to pick up the scripts due his cons 
cern from its scribblers over there, 

Will Cuppy coming out of his her- 





mitage to do a regular feature for 
Woman’s World. Will reveal the 
household hints he learned while 
living as a hermit. 

Even though Robert Underwood 
Johnson has no publisher, for the 
simple reason that he publishes his w 
books himself, he got 2 lincheon the 
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Musical taxicabs okayed by the 
police. 

‘By Your Leave’ to premiere at a 
Lenefit for Temple Emanu-El, Yon- 
kers, prior to oflicial opening. 

Part of the former Ringling es- 
tate on the New Jersey Palisades 
sold Jan. 18 to satisfy a mortgage | 
of $150,000 made in 1929. TDid in by 
the mortgage holder, N. Y. Inves- 
tors. Inec., for $93,000. 

Russian opera company tried out 


last 


the accoustics of the Casino 
week (18). To open there Feb. 1. 
Supreme court justice repri- 


Porges Hall when she 
Jack Pearl's stooge, 
alimony Thursday 
(18). Pointed out she could have 
had the case tried and disposed of 
in June of last year and retused to 


manded June 
sued Cliff Hall, 


for $790 bac 


hold the comedian in contempt. 
Katharine Cornell tells a Frise 

interviewer she'll do ‘Romeo and 

Juliet’ ihree or four weeks in N.Y. 


next season and possibly a asin 


play. : 
Phillips Holmes back from Lon- | 
don Friday (19). Will stick around | 
a few weeks before heading for 
Hollywood. 
Emma Redell, former opera 


pleads for state support for 
speech at Washington 
oviet can malin- 
U.S. should 


singer, 
opera ina 
Argues that if the 5 
tain its companies the 
be able to. 

Eight American opera students in 
Rome refused registration as Tas- 
cists after having been promised 
entry. Membership necessary if 
they are to perform in Italy. 

Suing his wife, Days Dawn, for- 
mer chorus girl, for separation, 
Gene Weiner, broker, alleges she 
fed their two-year-old child high- 
balis. Case to a referee. 

City liquor board declares for up- 
right drinking and bars. Sends 
recommendations to state authority. 

Kitty O’Dare, former chorus girl, 
gets her final papers in her divorce 
from Michael Autori, trombonist. 

Heywood Broun, columnist, re- 
veals that his wife, Ruth Hale, ob- 
tained a Mexican divorce last No- 
vember. Miss Hale explains she 
wants to be an old maid after 15 


years of married life. 
Emily Miles (Mrs. Willie How- 
ard), plans a return to the stage. 


Has been in retirement five years. 

Lillian Gahagan will use Lillian 
Gahagan Corey for a stage name, 
eventually dropping the Gahagan. 
Wants to stand on her own. 

Everett Marshall to be starred in 
a musical next season. 

‘Are You Decent?’ Crane Wibur 
play, crawls back to the shelf. 

Jam at the R.R. station Wednes- 
day (17) when Rudy Vallee came 
in. Met by girls from restaurant 
where he plays, for publicity, but 
his lawyer shooed them away. 

N. Y. lawyer seeks to enlist his 
profession against theatrical offer- 
ings which gibe at the law and its 
enforcers. Directly aimed at musi- 
cals. 

J. Buckley -Russell and P. M. 
Friedman get appointment to extra 
players committee under NRA and 
Eddie Dowling on the Radio Code 
Authority. 

Theatre men talk about doing 
something relative to the refusal of 
state liquor authority to permit 
bars in theatres. Can see no dis- 
tinction between drinks in a. the- 
atre and a show in a restaurant. 

Frank Buck's menagerie in on the 
freighter Wednesday (17). 

settv Randolph suing her fourth 
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Paul Swinehart, for 
alimony. 


husband, 
ration and 
she's broke, 

Section of 


asks States 


the Federation of Mu- 


sicians, Local 802, clamoring for 
home rule. Alleges that officials 
give no heed to their demand that 


actors be compelled to give Sunday 
performances, 
Henry E. Dixey, 
taken to Bellevue last 
possible fracture of the 


veteran actor, 
week with a 
skull fol- 


jlowing a fall, improving rapidly. 


Eva Puck causes arrest of Sieg- 
fried, broker. Says she gave him 
$4,650 to invest, and how about it‘ 


He's held in $5,000 bail. 


Radio news comment on a Wash- 
ington liquor trial cost Charles M. 
Hackett, the newscaster, $300 


Judge declared the pending case a 
mistrial and fined him for contempt. 

Lloyd Lewis, a Chicago drama 
writer, will be on here this week 
to supervise the play he wrote with 
Sinclair Lewis. He supplied all the 


historical material for the was 
drama, 

Body of Mrs. Blanche Colette 
Dean was removed from Potter's 


Field to a grave in Silver Mount 
cemetery, Jan. 11. She was found 
in the street unconscious from ex- 
posure, and removed to Bellevue, 
where she died. The body was not 
identified and was buried by the 
city. Her husband, Leland Dean. 
also of the stage, visited the morgue 
when his wife was missed, identified 
a photograph and arranged for re- 
interment. 

Gypsy Hollis, night club dancer, 
found dead in her apartment Jan. 
17. Had been dancing in a Tucka- 
hoe nite club. 


Hope Hampton to sing with the 
Boston Opera Co. 


Production management of ‘The 
Lake’ found guilty by legit coders 
of irregular ticket sales. Evidence 
sent to Washington for action. 

At the golden wedding celebra- 
tion of George S. Kaufman's par- 
ents, the playwright showed a talk- 
ing picture which he wrote and in 
which he and his father took part. 
Replaced the usual speech. 

Mrs. Anna Luciano, former Can- 
adian actress, seeking separation in 
White Plains court, tells the judge 
that among other things her hus- 
band did was administer a sound 
spanking when she was clad only 
in a night dress. 

‘Queer People,’ Carroll Garrett’s 
story of Hollywood, has been dra- 
matized by John Floyd and will be 
staged by Galen Bogue with Hal 
Skelly in cast. Story up for film 
productioh once but abandoned. 

Feb. 4 will mark the start of the 
13th annual Drama Week, spon- 
sored by femme organizations. 

Columbia Broadcasting Co. 
the Hudson theatre for 
broadcasts. Takes it over 
(22). 

George S. Kaufman and Robert FE. 
Sherwood suing Sam Goldwyn in N. 
Y. for $25,000 for the script of Can- 
tor’s ‘Roman Scandals.’ Producer 
claims they supplied only a rough 
draft of the yarn, which they de- 
clined to whip into shape. 

Theatre Guild selects ‘Races’ 


takes 
its public 
this week 


for 
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its sixth and final offering. 
Hitler play. To go 
| = 
| Billy 
\« 
| 
| 
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It’s the 
into work next 


Rose offers the 
a for the lease of the Central 
Park casino. Says only in case it’s 
taken away from Sid Solomon. Not 
trying to edge him out. 

N. Y. Supreme Court permits 
Samuel Kantrowich to switch his 
suit to the Federal court in his effort 
to enjoin Paramount from using the 


city $25,000 
year 


title ‘Alice in Wonderland.’ Plaintiff 
contends that in 1916 he acquired 
the title from William M. Young, 


who had made an animated cartoon 
series with that title. Contends that 
all rights lay with him. 

‘Veronica’s Veil,’ Union City’s 
Passion play, to oven its 20th 
season Feb. 18. Will give three per- 
formances weekly through Lent. 

Senator Robinson tells the Senate 
about gag rule on radio at the in- 
stance of the administration. In- 
troduces a bill to authorize the FRC 
to investigate hush charges. 

William Gartland missing from 
his Brooklyn home along with John 
O'Shea. Took a mail order course 
in magic and left a note that he 
had gone out into the world to find 
fame. Police looking for the pair. 

Dorothy Hall suing Peggy Fears 
for $20,000, alleging that with prom- 
ises she knew to be untrue the pro- 
ducer induced her to go to London 
with ‘The Day I Forgot.’ Claims 
the show ran but one night and 
she was left. stranded. As SS, 
Blumenthal, Miss Fear’s husband, 
joined in the suit. 

Players club again 
about its spring production. Did 
‘Uncle Tom's Cabin’ last year. 
George Kelly’s ‘The Torchbearers’ 
seems to have the inside track this 
year. 

Sylvia Lee, who describes herself 
as ‘a vyouthful dramatic actress,’ 
announces intended 





worrying 








sepa-{plays by authors 
lof age. 


under 21 years 
No financial details given. 

Theatre Guild puts ‘They Shall 
Not Die’ over to Feb. 26. Not spoi- 
tec as to theatre yet. 

New Commissioner of Licenses 
Moss announces his platform. Makes 
it plain that the intent rather than 
the content will determine action. 
If it’s artistic, it is permissible. 
After the burley shows. 

Frances Williams left for 
Saturday (20) with her cabin 
locked against process servers. In- 
ter Allied pictures claims an un- 
fulfilled contract and sought to en- 
join her, but she could not be 
served. 

‘Prince’ Mike Gerguson nursing a 
blue eye. Denies it’s a present from 
Peppy D’Albrew. 

Carnegie institution, Washiington, 
took X-ray pictures last week to de- 
termine whether or not Luerezia 
Bori hit high C through her nose. 
Finds she doesn’t. So that’s settled. 
Local nite club has a 75 ft. bar 
with three pianos set in at inter- 
vals. 

Empire theatre, N. Y., celebrates 
its 41st birthday Thursday (25). 
Congress theatre, Newark, Satur- 
day (20) filed suit in the U. S. dis- 
trict court seeking to restrain the 
Code Authority from carrying out 
the provisions of NRA. Charges it 
promotes monopoly and operates to 
extinguish small private enterprises. 
Charles MacArthur and Ben Hecht 
working on a new play. Modern 
Don Quixote idea. 

Phil Dunning in Westport work- 
ing on two plays, one by himself, 
the other by Henry Madden. 
Whichever offers the less casting 
difficulty gets precedence. 
Maria Jeritza still has 
of hitting B’way this season. Shu- 
berts hope to start next month. 
Makeover of ‘A Night in Venice.’ 
Clemence Dane dramatizing her 
own ‘Broome Stages’ while on her 
lecture tour. 

‘Lead Your Ace,’ play by Robert 
Middlemass, is located in a Chicago 
burlesque theatre. 

William Harris gone chilly to ‘The 
Holmses of Baker Street.’ 

Rowland Stebbins has decided he’s 
not interested in ‘Lost Horizons.’ 
From 3,000 to 5,000 fewer taxis 
than last year due to opening up of 
other avenues of employment, in- 
cluding bar tending. Can't get 
drivers for the vacant cruisers. 

Delos Chappelle is the latest to 

flirt with that ‘Borgia musical. It’s 
been in many hands but never got 
very far toward production. 
Five years ago Sunday (21) that 
Rowland Stebbins broke into the 
theatre business with ‘Merry An- 
drew.’ Kept it running three weeks 
for the sake of the picture rights. 
Latter sold only last week. 

Hall Johnson has a new Negro 
drama, ‘Nothin’ But Love.” Will 
have some songs, but not a musical. 

Lawrence Shubert, nephew of the 
Shuberts, and Ann Miner, former 
casting agent, have formed a pro- 
ducing alliance. 

Dolores Del Rio had to cut her 
N. Y. vacation short to answer a 
hurry call from Radio studio. Left 
Saturday (20). 

Maude Adams, O. P. Heggie and 
DeWolf Hopper mentioned as & pos- 
sibility in a local production of 
‘Christmas Carol.’ 

Philip Barry’s ‘Joyous Season’ 
changed to ‘State of Grace’ and 
switched right back to ‘Season.’ 

Fay Webb Vallee on Monday (22) 
withdrew her motion before the Su- 
preme Court in which she sought to 
enjoin the crooner from seeking a 
divorce in Mexico or elsewhere. In 
another part of the same court she 


Europe 
door 


a chance 


sought to have set aside her hus- 
band’s action to prevent her from 
suing in California for divorce and 
maintenance. This was set down 
for later a 
Mid-West 

Marie Lee, Chicago night club 
hostess, attempted suicide. 

Granada cafe, Chicago’s South 


Side nightclub, destroyed by fire. 

Harry Voiler, theatre ticket agent, 
again gets continuance in his fight 
against extradition to California 
where he is indicted for the robbery 
of Mae West. 

Major Lenox R. Lohr, general 
manager of A Century of Progress, 





has returned to Chicago. 


Coast 


George O’Brien and his wife, Mar- 
guerite Churchill, have returned 
from N. Y. via San Francisco where 
they visited the actor’s mother and 
brother. 

Charles E. Mack (Moran and 
Mack), killed Jan. 11 in an auto 
accident, bequeathed his estate to 
members of his family. Value of 








productions of! 


estate is undetermined. 


Max Baer lost another court fight 


at San Francisco in his efforts to 
rid himself of a couple of managers. 
State Supreme Court ruled actor- 
boxer had no right to discharge 
Ancil Hoffman and J. H. Lorimer. 

Clela D. Molitor, vaude, has filed 
suit for divorce from R. E. Molitor 
inL. A 

John Villies Farrow, writer and 
scenarist, found not guilty by U. S&S. 
Judge Hollzer of charge of com- 
mitting perjury. Now free to de- 
part from country to land of his 
own selection, according to District 
Director of Immigration 

Vera Collins, former pic slaves 
has filed suit for divorce from Tom 
Collins, Hollywood photog, in L. A. 

Collector of customs Alfred A. 
Cohn is in Washington confabbing 
with Secretary of the Treasury 
Morgenthau. 

When two L. A. policemen called 
on Ella Ruby, pic actress, to probe 
a $200 fobbery in her home, thieves 
stole their radio car. 

Superior Judge Schauer postponed 
divorce hearing between Peggy Got- 
tler and Archie Gottler, because of 
a lack of evidence presented by the 
wife. , 

Extra guards thrown around the 
courtroom in L. A. in trial of Ed- 
ward Friedman charged with steal- 
ing jewels and money from Mae 
West. 

After suffering for five days from 
a severe case of sun stroke, brought 
about by over exposure to a sun 


lamp, Bette Davis is convalescing. 
Two score alleged gamblers ar- 
rested when police pickaxed the 
Neptune Club, Hollywood. 
Armistice Day frolic, held for the 
purpose of raising funds for the 


Knute Rockne memorial, showed a 
loss of $95. 

Plans have been made for an open 
air theatre on the ocean front at 
Huntington Beach, Cal. 


Will of Helen S. Blackton, wife of 
J. Stuart Blackton, disposing of her 
estate valued at $15,000, has been 
admitted to probate in L. A. 


William L. Boyd and Dorothy Se- 
bastian named in $580 mechanic’s 
lien filed at Ventura, Cal. 

John DPD. Farson, Washington, D. 
Cc., bandmaster, visiting Oliver Zieg- 
feld, cousin of the late Florenz Zieg- 
feld, in Hollywood. 

Ben Cornett, 40, rodeo performer, 
died at Merced, Cal., from erysipelas. 

A $30,000 slander suit has been 
filed against W. A. Clark, Jr., spon- 
sor of the Los Angeles Philharmonic 
orchestra, by William Mangam. 

Nudists of the Elysium Fields 
colony, near Elsinore, Cal., moved 
five miles closer to town and land 
owner kicked. 

Damage suit for $50,000, instituted 
by June Day as result of auto acci- 
dent, thrown out of court in L. A. 

P. C. Zess has filed suit in L. A 
asking $80,000 from a rodeo outfit, 
alleging a steer being bulldogged 
at Bell, Cal., jumped the fence and 
permanently injured him, 

Fay Webb Vallee has received an 
offer of $3,000 a week to appear at 
the Club Richman, N. Y., according 
to her father. 

Cash to the amount of $1,185, paid 
by Paramount on the order of Mu- 
nicipal Judge Lucius P. Green in L. 
A., is being held by the court, pend- 
ing outcome of a suit filed against 
Dorothea Wieck by Philip Cohen. 
Money claimed for commish. 

Thieves broke into the apartment 
of Joseph DeNat, music composer 
for ‘Mickey Mouse,’ and stole be- 
longings valued at $200. 

Poodles Hanneford in Hollywood 


with his family preparing for his 
circus trek next year with Al G. 
sarnes, 

Leon H. Lempert, architect of 
many theatres, died in Pasadena 
Jan. 14. Formerly resided in Roch- 
ester, N. Y. 

Fees covering billboard advertis- 


ing in Los Angeles are proposed in 


a city council resolution. 
George Miller, 75, editor of the 
Detroit News, died in Mexico City, 


Jan. 15. Was writing a book 
Mexico. 

Los Angeles American Legion has 
announced it will build a Hollywood 
stadium and back a pro football 
team next year. 

Mrs. Roberta Bascom, 42, who op- 
erated theatres in San Francisco 
and Santa Barbara, died in Los 
Angeles, Jan. 13. 

When Mae Wes: went into court 
to testify against Edward Fried- 
jman, charged with holding up the 
jstar and escaping with $15,000 in 
belongings, two policemen were de- 
tailed to tag along. Jim Timony 


on 


revealed several anonymous phone 
calls. 

Dist. Atty. Buron Fitts taking 
steps to issue warrants for Holly- 


wood and Los Angeles bookmakers. 

Discharge from debts totaling ap- 
proximately $500,000 denied Vivian 
and fosetta Duncan by Federal 
Judge James. He also denied a mo- 
tion of the sisters to vacate a pre- 
vious decision in the case. 

Judge Earl A, Freeman, who mar- 








BROUILLARD AFTER 3D 


3! TITLE, DEFEATS OLIN 


By JACK PULASKI 


Aiming to develop a new 


cone 


tender for Maxie Rosenbloom’'s 
light title, 


matched Lou Brouillard, the French 


heavyweight the Garden 


Cannuck from Worcester, with Bob 
Olin, one of New /York’s’ most 
rugged scrappers, at the Garden 
Friday (19). Lou nosed out Bob, so 
he gets the chance with Maxie, 
granted that Rosie gets past Joe 
Kight, whom he meets in Miami 
Feb. 1. 

The Brouillard-Olin match was 
so close that the judges disagreed, 


so Patsy Haley, the referee, gave it 
to the  barrel-chested 
The count by the fight experts rave 
Lou six rounds, with four to Olin, 
but a fair percentage of the slim 
gathering favored the native son. 

Aggressiveness won for Brouil- 
lard, despite the fact he was de- 
tected hitting low in three rounds. 
He has developed into a double for 
Mickey Walker, but his pan is not 
so battle-scarred. Chunky in state 
ure, he is approaching the light 
heavy class, coming in last week 
at 166. He has been welter and 
middleweight champ. Before he out- 
grew the latter division Vince Dun- 
dee left-handed him out of the 
title. 

Olin has gone through many a 
tough match. He is a good boxer 
and can take it, but somehow has 
yet to show title form, His man- 
ager devotes days prior to his bat- 
tles in an effort to get Bob steamed 
up, and there is a chance he'll get 
into the big money. 


Olin Gets Idea 


Olin, nine pounds heavier than 
Lou, had the right idea by shoot- 
ing his right against the portsider's 
socker. He was watching Lou's 
left mitt and when the Cannuck 
tagged him with a right in the first 
round Olin was disconcerted and he 


southpaw, 


changed his plan of battlé some- 
what. The men fought at close 
range most of the time, with Olin 


seeming to get in the cleaner blows, 
but depending too much on counter 
slugging. In the 10th round a right 
opened up Brouillard’s left lamp 
and had the fight gone a bit longer 
the result would probaly have been 
reversed. 

Semi-final brought on the slug- 
ging Red Barry of Washington and 
Lee Ramage, the rangy coast heavy. 
First appearance here Red was 
knocked cold in the first round by 
some mugg, but he’s no pushover, 
Again the judges disagreed and 
again Haley made the award, Rame 


age getting it. That was lucky. 
Bither bout could have been called 
a draw. 


Carnera arrived and departed for 
Miami to train for the Tommy 
Loughran match there Feb. 22, un- 
der the Garden promotion. This 
Friday (26) at the Garden Tony 
Canzoneri will meet Cleo Locatelli 
for the second time. Wednesday 
(24) at the Coliseum (Bronx) Bare 
ney Ross takes on Billy Petrolle, 
with a big gate indicated, 


B’way Handbooks 


Scared Off Under 
New Mayor’s Drive 





Severity of the current anti- 
gambling drive in New York, un- 
der Mayor La Guardia’'s direction, 
has the Broadway betting fratern- 
ity scared off. Handbooks and 
betting commissioners, formerly 
taking bets freely on the nags, have 
either closed down temporarily or 
been closed up by the police. 

New York has been a Utopia for 
the bookies, many of which have 
operated rather openly, and some 
using cigar store fronts as blinds, 
Now the bookies have only Chi- 
cago, where pari-mutuel betting is 
okay and bookies operate rather 
openly, to look forward to. 





ries film celebs at Yuma, Ariz., weds 
Vesie Ona Homesley, of Yuma, 
City council is having an ordi- 
nance drawn in L. A. fixing a tax 
of $2 a year on each nickel-in-the- 
slot amusement device in the city 
Pantages Theatre Company has 
asked the circuit court of appeals, 
San Francisco, to refund $21,831 in 
come tax paid in 1930, claiming it 
should have been allowed that de- 
duction for the $252,095 in attorneys 
paid the de : 


for ense = 
jpresident, Alexander Pantages. 


fees 
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Goin Place freedom from clothes convention 
4 eS that marks the brilliant, resource- Amo th W 
. ful, astounding attire of the men. ng e omen 
By Cecelia Ager Only the purest white satin is used 
to fashion the ladies’ costumes, By THE SKIRT 
white satin done up into the most 
Cross-Country Revelations [clasm and tradition distinguishes j}accepted regulation line. Alma 
Transcontinental bus riders are|the Music Hall's ‘Peaecock Ball.’ | Turner, the act’s tap dancer, moves 
going to be ashamed to admit it,' Ladies and gents of the choral en-/|fleetly in leotard with  standa: The Best Dressed Woman of the week: 
should these cross-country auto|semble, dressed like ambassadors | puff. d sleeves, trimmed with a VERREE TEASDALE 
pictures noop on with their star- | ind duchesses from Graustark, sit | delicately restrained line of black. | (‘Fashions of 1934’—film) 
tling revelations. According to ‘Fu- |}about in stage boxes and are sim-|Ada Ward stands before the mike | 
gitive Lovers’ and now ‘Cross|ply ravished by the entertainment |a model of ladylike simplicity; she | 
Country Cruises,’ there’s some-|below. They're right—they should | denies herself even a colored ehif- Oceans of Clothes 
thing the matter with everybody |be. Four times a day they can look }fon handkerchief to relieve her | ‘Fashions of 1934’ as a title may keep men from the theatre, and too 
who chooses this mode of transpor- j at the ballet corps with electrically | White satin bias cut gown. bad for the picture will interest men as well as women. That's due to 
tation. | lighted skirts, for high-class refine- An enthusiastic blonde yonng | i , RO oe 
Transcontinental buses, according |ment—and they're not supposed to|jady m.c. introduces Capt. Willie | the fine acting of William Powell. Never has he been so suave and sure 
to the screen, are hot-beds of pick- | know any more than the audience Mauss, then, while he does his act, | of himself. Strange how time has dealt so kindly with this star. He 
ups, harmony singers, murderers/does, that really and _ truly the stands by to decorate the stage in | must know the meaning of care. 
and people hea weed laugh at oer the toxyettes are decently clothed a her becoming salmon pink satin Picture is splendid entertainment and it is great to have explained why 
lady passengers are _ universally |}opaque leotards—when first they | classic princesse frock. : : 
blonde, and there’s no assurance for |come on for their fan dance. Be- Paens Achete White evens Bite women pay a goodly sum for a frock and then see it shown in a cheaper 
any unattached male who embarks/|cause the Roxyettes are carrying Penn 0.4 is die proud of “po lr sn window for $19.50. 
that he will arrive in California in|on, the gay deceivers, just as if 3 : A number called ‘Hall of Human Harps’ is too lovely. Frame of the 


the same blissful condition. Despite 
the unromantic conditions that pre- 
vail, the lady passengers either get 
murdered or a man. 

Alice White is so very blonde, 
and so good at making the most of 
it that she starts out modestly as 
a comfort to the drivers and winds 
up as the special joy of the most 
affluent passenger of all. Miss 
White’s rise on this trip is a trib- 
ute to her unfailing readiness to 
climb stairs. 

June Knight, who may be distin- 
guished from Miss White because 
she parts her blonde hair on the 
side and wears a bang, whereas 
Miss White parts hers in the mid- 
dle, isn’t very wise about her choice 
of a travelirg costume. The white 
embroidered lingerie collar and 
cuffs are sure to get mussed, and 
her black silk puffed coat isn’t go- 
ing to keep her warm in Colorado. 
Miss White’s camel’s hair polo coat 
is much more sensible. 

Minna Gombel, who is shot in the 
back with a bow and arrow, is 
wearing at the time a dark blouse 
with her smart tweed traveling 
suit. She is murdered for her elo- 
quent disapproval of her husband’s 
extra-marital love-life, and prob- 
ably also to remove her chic cos- 


tume from further comparison 
with Miss Knight’s, since Miss 
Knight is supposed to be the nom- 
inal heroine. 





A Subdued Lillian 

It now becomes possible, in ‘I Am 
Suzanne,’ to like Lilian Harvey. 
Not to be mad about her—but not 
to mind her either. She’s been 
subdued. Something’s pierced the 
sugar coating of her self-conscious- 
ness, something’s taught her humil- 
ity. She flutters her eyelids no 
more than five times, she grimaces 
no more than seven, 

Now when the story points out 
that she is a poor put-upon little 
girl helpless against the forces of 
treachery, misunderstanding and 
despair, she really does evoke a 
faint twinge of sympathy. ‘I Am 
Suzanne’s’ mood of gentle, senti- 
mental fantasy, that sustains it 
right to its finish, has laid hold of 
Miss Harvey too. She is—and this 
is a tremendous advance in her 
screen career—oftentimes sincere. 

The new Miss Harvey’s costumes 
are quite as characteristically suit- 
able to her alone as her old. Glis- 
tening melanges of net, ermine and 
diamants, they're cannily whipped 
together to do right by her young 
Nymph’s figure, but of fashion 
hints, of practical, applicable ideas 
for girls in the mass, they haven't, 
and never did have, a_ button. 
They’re garments for fairy prin- 
cesses, 

Miss Harvey’s make-up moves up 
@ notch in the reduction of the 
Weight and sweep of her lip rouge; 
her eyebrows, however, are still the 
painfully thin, perpetually-arched- 
in-surprise, curves. Again she 
dances, this time tossed about in 
adagi» acrobatics by a whole stage 
full of devils. 

Georgia Caine’s characterization 
of a stage mama is richly humor- 
ous, complete picture of the species. 
Podrecca’s Piccoli Marionettes are 
enchanting, each one a fascinating 
personality. 


Surprise Finale 
Miss Ruth Morris, besides being 
& beauty expert and a vice-prez, is 
& pretty accurate guesser as to how 


Stage shows are going to achieve 
their finales. Imagine her sur- 
Prise then when the Music Hall's 
toxyettes — bunching themselves 
behind their white feather fans to 
form a peacock’s spreading tail— 
refrained, as the curtains closed, 
from quivering. Miss Morris has |}: 
never seen the like. Miss M i 
wa not surprised, however, to 
the I let Corps’ long yellow 
ballet skirts light up like Xma 
tre. lor the Glo *' rt I 

This lively combination of icono- 


they really have to flick their fans 
so quickly in order to preserve the 
Music Hall’s good name. That’s not 
cricket and Sally Rand wouldn't 
like it. | 
The ballet corps’ marionette item, 
for which the girls tie white rib- 
bons descending from the ceiling to 
their wrists, makes a bright may- 
pole pattern that is fun to watch, 
besides serving to introduce the 
picture with an often sought but 
seldom hit upon appropriateness. 


A Smart Indian 

This summer, it is already being 
whispered about, fashion-wise 
young ladies are going to borrow 
their adornments from the Ameri- 
can Indian. Should they want to 
see how they are going to look, and 
of course they will for these things 
are very important to fashion-wise 
young ladies, Ann Dvorak in ‘Mas- 
sacre’ is enthrallingly equipped to 
show them. 

Miss Dvorak is really supposed to 
be an Indian, but a smart Indian. 
Never mind where she got such 
beautifully fitted dresses, such dash- 
ingly casual suits, working as a sec- 
retary on an Indian reservation. 
What really matters is that she 
belts her frocks with Navajo silver 
plaques strung on narrow leather 
strips, or with boldly patterned 
straps of braided horsehair. Her 
clothes are simple; their adaptation 
of Indian art for their accessories is 
what makes them new and note- 
worthy. 

‘Massacre’ is not only remarkable 
for Miss Dvorak’s style as a full- 
blooded Indian, there is Claire 
Dodd's failure to add Joe Thunder- 
horse’s scalp to her string. Miss 
Dodd is her most beguiling self as 
a ‘spoiled young society girl,’ but, 
it is a joy to see, that that is not 
beguiling enough. 


The Gallant Ann 

Such a time as Ann Harding has 
herself in ‘Gallant Lady,’ such a re- 
sounding, noble, good and actressy 
time—well, it’s all just so grand for 
Miss Harding that she even looks 
well in her hats, 

A perfect sea of self-sacrifices for 
her to plunge into—come out of 
eyes shinning, head high, chin up. 
Virtuous lines to read in righteous, 
sustained singing tones. A mater- 
nity hospital scene to be photo- 
graphed in a white hospital night- 
gown against a symbolic white 
background, the whole thing fairly 
bellowing with purity. Miss Hard- 
ing’s fans are going to be as joyous 
as she to find her once more 
doing and saying and acting the 
things she is so singularly adapted 
for. Their Ann’s come home. 

Miss Harding’s hats are rather 
daring in ‘Gallant Lady.’ They re- 
veal the back of her head. She 
wears, too, a shipboard suit, grey 
cloth double breasted with a black 
tailored fur collar that quaintly has 
only one lapel. She has not yet 
solved the problem of what to do 
with all her long flaxen hair, but 
then, she wouldn’t be the matrons’ 
splendid Ann if she did. Though 
she does have babies without names, 
Miss Harding is strictly a conserva- 
tive, about her hair too. 

Janet Beecher puts up an excel- 
lent pretense as Miss Harding’s 
good, loyal friend who has yet a 
sense of humor. Betty Lawford, 
technically the villainess, wins the 
ardent regard of the embattled mi- 
nority because she alone in all the 
cast looks at the Gallant Lady and 
restrains herself from calling her 
‘stout fella.’ 


Harlem at the State 
Harlem debbies, it may be noted 
from the raiment of Cab Calloway’s 








ct at the State, look with pained 
ldisfavor indeed upon the unin- 
hibited sartorial imagination of 
Harlem’s young bucks. Thorough- 
ly cé rvative young ladies them- 
elves with a longing only for re- 


| finement, they'll be no party to the 


of genuine white fox that band its 
deep armholes, 
deserving of a tiara at 
it gets one, sparkling with 
stones, 


Such grandeour is 
least, and 
rhine- 


AIMEE VS. ATHEIST 
A BOX OFFICE DRAW 


Seattle, Jan. 22. 
Real coin, $3,000 of it, had to be 
refunded on the first night of the 
scheduled debate on atheism with 
Aimee McPherson the headliner. 


Her opponent, Charles Smith, 
prexy of the National Association 
of Atheists, was fog-bound at Port- 
land, where his plane could not take 
off. He was flying from Salt Lake 
to have his first set-to with the 
noted evangelist. A great audience 
was on hand at the civic audi- 
torium, 6,600 having paid from 35 
cents to 75 cents to hear this for- 
ensic battle. 

Next day two debates were held 
against Smith and the draw was 
3,000 at the matinee and 5,500 in the 
evening. The six-bit seats sold the 
best, and while the $9,000 gross for 
the two days dwindled to $5,900 net, 
due to refunds, Eddie Milne, Cooper 
and O’Neal, who managed _ the 
Seattle pres ntation, reported tak- 
ings okay. Aimee’s share, $500 per 
diem, 


Aimee broke onto the front page 
in several stories, one because the 
University barred her speaking on 
the campus, due to a ruling against 
‘emotional’ speakers, unless special 
assent obtained, and time was lack- 
ing for that. However, she spoke 
to a couple hundred students in a 
hall alongside the campus, and all 
was lovely. 

From Seattle, the two will debate 
on God and Evolution in Vancouver, 
B. C., and later in Tacoma, Spokane 
and Portland. 





Variety Club Grows 


Cincinnati, Jan. 22. 

Variety club is enlarging its 
quarters in the Netherland Plaza. 
Started last October, the organiza- 
tion has grown to 75 resident and 
10 non-resident members. 

John H. Harris, founder of the 
original Variety club in Pittsburgh, 
and James G. Balmer, secretary of 
that body, were here last week for 
their first visit with Cincy Barkers, 
the term applied to members. 


MARRIAGES 


Ann Robinson to Fraser McLeod 
at Los Angeles Jan. 19. Groom is 
in Warners’ publicity department in 
Hollywood. 

Dorothy Day to Nathan Howard 
Wendell, Chicago, Jan. 20. Bride 
was last on stage in ‘Counsellor at 
Law.’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Leff, daugh- 
ter, Jan. 17, at Long Island College 








Hospital. 

Anne Simms to Graham Mc- 
Namee, Elkton, Md., Jan. 20. Radio 
announcer and actress. 

Meredith Howard to A. Russell 
Erskine, New York, Jan. 20, She’s 


a showgirl. 
Jack Dalton, Los Angeles radio 
performer, and Irma White, Phoe- 


nix radio artist, Prescott, Arizona, 
Jan. 20. 
Ann Lee Simms to Graham Mc- 


Namee Jan, 19 in Elkton, Md. Groom 
is an NBC announcer; bride a for- 
mer show girl. 

Harry Butler, film director, Jan 
20 in Los Angeles to Ann Bowden, 
non-professional, of Cleveland, O. 





BIRTHS 


Mrs. H. lL. Johnson, son 
Va., 


editor 


Mr. and 
in Lynchburg, Jan. 22. Father 


of Lynchburg 


is managing 


' Advance. 








And Venus and 
girls 
extravagant 


harp is of living girls with the strings of glass beads. 


her galley slaves were breath-taking. A sea of cellophane with 


rowing a ship—well go see it. You wonder where these 


ideas originate. A feather number, done on a winding pathway, is the 
last word in animation. 
Orry-Kelly, designer of the gowns, deserves oceans of praise, and very 
interesting the showing of old plates from whence fashions spring. 
Verree Teasdale She has dawdled 
around in bits out there but at last was assigned to a role befitting her. 


has at last come into her own. 


Miss Teasdale wears several gowrs, every one of which is a model of 
perfection. A black velvet house gown was made long and narrow with 
extremely full sleeves. A satin gown, so shiny it looked like leather and 
fitting the figure like a glove, had a feather arrangement around the neck 
standing at least a foot high. There was a white gown with plenty of 
feathers at the knees and shoulders. You'll remember Miss Teasdale as 
a bride in ‘The Greeks Had a Word For It’. In this picture Miss Teas- 
dale is a bride also, and what a bride, in white gown and veil with the 
tiniest muff. 

Bette Davis goes through the picture in several creations, an ermine 
trimmed evening gown being the most outstanding. The most striking 
of the model gowns were of the crystal bead design. 

The lobby of the Hollywood opening night was overrun with models 
in the original gowns sent on from the Coast. Many vomen will have 
a housecleaning of wardrobe after seeing ‘Fashions of 1934’. 


Cantor At the Paramount 


Eddie Cantor is doing things at the Paramount this week. Looking 
very natty in a blue double-breasted suit Eddie pleased a large midday 
audience, and mentioning Chase and Sanborn only three times—may be 
a record. And you must see Eddie as Mae West. His figure wasn’t a 
bit grotesque in a black jet gown with large picture hat over a grey wig. 
Cantor doesn’t overdo the m.c. thing, a blessing. 

The Danny Dare girls do two routines. Yellow shading to orange was 
the material used for the first number. Full skirts sporting no linings 
had gold bodices with gold coronets on the heads and silver slippers on 
the feet. The girls did a sort of tango dance in red satin skirts and 
white jackets having gold revers. On the heads were perched sailor 
hats of black patent leather. 

Florence Desmond, fresh from Hollywood, did her imitations in a 
white marquisette over taffeta. The bodice carried a few brilliants and 
the sleeves were puffed. The girl of Chilton and Thomas was in grey 
satin coat with blue trimming and changed to a white satin dancing 
frock. The adagio dancer of Chaney and Fox wore an exquisite silver 
lame gown with tangerine lining. 

The picture is ‘Miss Fane’s Baby Is Stolen’ and will cause many tears. 
Alice Brady will bring laughs, so things even up. Dorothy Wieck {is 
shown first doing a scene in the desert. She is in Grecian robes, . Cut- 
ting back to Hollywood, a beautiful home is shown and the last word 
in nurseries. As a despairing mother the star is in a series of black 
dresses all made long and plain with no distinctiveness, Miss Brady, 
after a calico period, is seen for a minute in an ermine tailed trimmed 
black street dress. 

Bill Frawley, that fine comedian, 


is a detective. He will probably 


‘misspend his Hollywood days in serious roles. 


Mothers and Saxaphones 

‘Design for Living’ (film) packed them at the Palace Friday night 
(19). The vaudeville end consists of such acts as Van Horn and Inez, 
Gordon and Ryan, Gracella and Theodore, Ross Wyse, Jr. Co. and 
Gertrude Niessen, It was the picture all right. 

A tall, good looking blonde assisted Mr. Gordon in a black frock having 
a red velvet shoulder trimming continuing down the back forming a large 
bow and sash ends. Gertrude Niessen wore a good looking frock of red 
velvet made with the slightest flare in the skirt, the bodice made in short 
peplum style. The only trimming, a black jet buckle at the waist. Evi- 
dently she who is the mother of Ross Wyse, was in a grey street dress 
having a blue collar and tabs and a blue hat. Later she wore a pale blue 
chiffon with brilliant trimming. And, like another mother long ago in 
vaudeville, she plays the saxaphone. A young girl did acrobatics in a 
short white satin costume with chiffon ruffles. Gracella did her first 
adagio in a white and silver costume. For a French Revolution number 
she was clad in red chiffon skirt with velvet top. 

The girl in the skating act with Van Horn was in blue chiffon ankle 
length dress, and another miss in Alice blue velvet pants and satin 





blouse outfit. Together they did a number in white chiffon ful) _skirted 
dresses. And in the finale they were in feather costumes of pink and 
white. 
New Screen Girl 
At the Rialto is ‘Let’s Fall in Love’. The title song will live longer 


than the picture. As sung by Art Jarrett the tune is a peach. 

Story doesn’t get anywhere and they’ll leave the theatre wondering 
what it was all about. Ann Sothern is put through her first film paces 
dressed in the very latest fashion. A pretty blonde is this young miss 
with her hair in a coronet braid. A cloth suit was extravagantly trimmed 
with at least five silver foxes. Then a cloth coat had sables, and an 
evening gown was of solid silver sequins. Greta Meyers, remembered 
from the New York stage in ‘Tonight Or Never’, is the Swedish matron 
and a delight. 

Two buffet suppers are shown, one Swedish and the other typically 


Hollywood. Both will make you run for the nearest restaurant. 
An Attractive Girl 
The Casino De Paree doesn't stand still as far as talent is concerned. 
Thi week Sheilla Barret is doing her impersonations of well known 
people. Miss Barret is tall and dark, not pretty but interesting. A good 
dre er, too, } ick were the two gowns worn, each a distinctive model. 


One with a ge ind the other an odd arrangement of brilliant band 
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licity department is on the job every 
night now until 9 p.m. 

Dark faces of paintings in ‘And 
Be My Love’ sets at Ritz attracted 
attention of first-nighters. 

Pat Devine and Dick Moore, old 
timers, dealing.’em off the arm in 
the new bar of the Times Square. 

Travis Banton, Par’s costume de- 
signer on from the Coast, has gone 
to Palm Beach for a couple weeks. 

That $5,000 necklace stolen from 
Emma Littlefield (Mrs. Victor 
Moore) was protected by insurance. 

Mary Newman, vet Publix secre- 
tary, who went south on the Bob 
O'Donnell staff, now in Warners’ 
home office. 


King’s Jesters to Palladium, Lon- 
don, in July via the Morris agency. 
K. J. quartet is currently at the 
Simplon club. 

Fireman closed their own ‘house’ 
Saturday (20) shutting doors at 
Madison Square Garden where they 
staged benefit. 

Gags about the Rudy Vallee rec- 
ords were so numerous the first 
couple of days they went ste'’e in 
less than a week. 

Helen Broderick opened the mo- 








licity department, in town contact- 
ing boys on Earl Carroll trek. 
Paula Bauersmith, Tech drama 
grad, out of ‘All Good Americans’ 
and right into ‘Mahogany Hall.’ 
Jerry Mayhall has won the year’s 
prize band plum, the job at the local 
celebration of President's Ball. 
Johnny Harris and Jimmy Balmer 
to Cincinnati to attend installation 
of Variety Club chapter there. 
George Gershwin on his concert 
tour and his ‘Let "Em Eat Cake’ 
will be in town simultaneously. 
The Wylie avenue hot spots got 
a great p'ay during the engagement 
of tab ‘Shuffle Along’ at the Pitt. 
Since becoming treasurer of the 
Penn less than a month ago, Bob 
Newkirk has dropped 10 pounds. 
Marjorie Hines has ‘itched her 
style of singing completely. No 
more of that ‘Betty Boop’ stuff at 
all. 

Fifty Variety Club members from 
here went to Columbus Sunday via 


special car for annual banquet 
there. mm 
Sunny O’Dea (Martha Bonini) 


temporarily retiring from dancing 
to study drama and voice in New 
York. 

John Yorke here ahead of ‘School 
for Scandals’ with Forest Crossman 
around beating drums for condensed 
‘Vanities.’ 





torboat show by blowing a gold 
nautical whistle which was then 


presented to her. | 

Billy Duffy wouldn’t permit Primo | 
Carnera to be introduced on the ice 
during Carden hockey game, be- 
cause he might slip. 

So rough were th: waters of New 
York harbor as John Joseph barged 
into port that they had to feed their 
mal de mer pills to the seagulls. 

A guy is trying to peddle a rub- 
ber composition he invented for 
stage usage. It permits a str’pper to 


look strinpec yet have covering. 
Abe _Lastfogel back this week 
from a Chi biz trip. Cliff Fischer, 


foreign agent, joined him in Chi on 
talent o.o. and also returning this 
week. 

Rabbi Doyle, father of Buddy and 
Gene Dovle of vaude, did the 
dahvening when Jack Albertson 
and Sally Regan were married last 
week. 

Variety's office boys now making 
double muggs out of the muggs up- 
stairs. Two derbies and one pair of 
spats being sported by the buzzer 
chasers. 

Jack Lait, Jr., will be out of com- 
mission seven weeks on coast hav- 
ing his nose fixed. Broken while 
diving last year. Mother is with 
him on coast. 

Dave Lipton is Florida-minded, 
but his partner-to-be on expedition 
is Ben Serkowich, a great conver- 


sational traveler. They may go or 
they may not. 

Italian Line has taken the lead- 
ership in average passenger trade 


for the past six months away from 


the North German Lloyd, which 
goes to second place. U. S. Lines 
still last, though. 

Cynthia White’s eleventh annual 
ball at Webster Hall this Friday 
(26) will have Willie and Eugene 
Howard m.cing and a group of 


Bahama Island dancers, with Torres 


and Teresa, rumbaists, as special 
acts. 

Malinda Alexander was aboard 
the ‘Empress of Britain’ when it 
sailed for a _ six-months’ world 
eruise. She will write a biography 


of Princess Engalicheff, ‘The Silver 


Queen,’ who is 76 and taking the 
same trip. 
Mack Millar cashed in on the 


Rudy Vallee rumpus with a stunt 
for the Hollywood restaurant to 
ballyhoo Vallee’s return to Joe 
Moss’ nitery. Millar had a femme 
band composed of Hollywoodites 
greeting Vallee at the Grand Cen- 
tral station. 


Indianapolis 


By Bill Kiley 


Pat Lane making the nighties as 
unofficial m. c. 

McKinney's Cotton Pickers play- 
ing the Indiana Roof. 

State Income tax reports have 
theatre managers burning the mid- 
night oil. 

Ed Resener and wife, Dessa Byrd, 
reunited at the Lyric to furnish the 
music. 

Carl Niesse keeping off the side- 
walks and in his own theatres dur- 
ing cold weather. 

Manny Marcus down from Fort 
Wayne making Film Row with his 
black briefcase. 

Bandmaster Charlie Davis sinking 
his dough in a local brew distribut- 
ing company. 

Palace getting prices from the 
union for a twelve piece stage band 
between presentations. 

Walter Hickman, Times. crick, 
gets a half page personal write-up 
as his sheet presents personalities. 

Acts and band playing ping-pong 
in the basement of the Lyric be- 
tween stage shows. 

Jack Flex ‘finally has 
rolled up. 

Line and comedian from ‘Century 
of Progress’ revue making personal 
appearance at Chevrolet salesrooms. 

Ken Collins going West at the 
Apollo. After ‘Frontier Marshal’ 
he’s booking revival of ‘She Done 
Him Wrong.’ 

Ted Nicholas, manager of the 
Lyric, attending celebrity night at 
the Tally-Ho Room of the Antlers 


his sleeves 


with Louis Stockman, dance in- 
structor. 
Boston 

Dennis Shea home after a nation- 
wide tour. 

Greetings from Al Goodwin, now 
on the Coast. 

Frank MeGrann swinging in 
ahead of ‘Crazy Quilt.’ 


Grenadier Wallace Munro in 


aheac of ‘Richard of Bordeaux.’ 











Chicago 


A. J. Balaba> in town on way to 
Coast. 

Bill Danzinger blew into town for 
an 0.0, 

Abe Lastfogel in to set unit dates 
with B&K, 


John Balaban heading for the 
West Indies. 
Ainsley Lambert using the cane 


mainly for display. 


Irving Mills’ 18-vear-old son 
managing the ‘Cotton Club Revue’ 
unit. 


Preston Sellers pumping the or- 
gan occasionally at the B&K Chi- 
cago. 

A. M. Oberfelder in to take a look 
at his ‘Autumn Crocus’ at the 
Studebaker. 

Jim Coston taking time out from 
the Warner theatres for a load of 
Florida sunshine. 

Dick Voynow writing a classical 
symphony, his first attempt at se- 
rious comporition. 

Chuck Haynes and Ray Ferris 
back in town for an NBC ride after 
a year in Nasiville (WSM). 

George Morganstern now assis- 
tant to managing editor Victor 
Watson of the evening ‘American.’ 
Madalaine Mendelsohn and her 
mother have concluded a_ Holly- 
wood visit and are returning by 
motor to Chicago. Took along a 
copy of ‘The Accidental Adventures 
of William Faversham’ written by 
the actor. 


Palm Springs 


The Charles Farrells are building 
a home here. 

Samuel Untermyer expected back 
here next week. 

H. B. Warner at Deep Well 
Ranch for the week end. 

Al Jolson and Ruby Keeler 
regular week-enders. 

Charles H. Clarke here but not 
visiting Hollywood. 

Hardie Albright had a wire haired 
in the dog show last week. 

All the class A hotels had sell- 
outs last week-end. 

William Weiler doing his best to 
get even at the Dunes. 

Paul Lukas getting around after 
his horse back riding accident. 

New home of Darsie Lloyd, 
Harold's Pap, is beginning to take 
shape. 

Lupe Velez 
muller taking 
Mirador. 

Trabert 
jewelers, 
Mirador. 

The William Gargans still here 
with Junior about rid of his whoop- 
ing-cough. 

Paul Siva and Joe Patencio, local 
Indian boys, in demand at parties 
to sing Hopi songs. 

Leslie Howard is making pictures 
in the desert around La Quinta 
for his own amusement. 

Eddie Buzzell trying to find a 
street wide enough to turn his 16 
cylinder concrete mixer. 





are 


‘Tarzan’ Weiss- 
at the El 


and 
a vacation 
New York 
at the El 


and Hoeffer, 
have a display 


Mrs. Nellie Coffman, operator of 
the Desert Inn, sends a gag poem 


to the Wertheimer boys each Sat- 
urday. 

Bern Bernard and Col. Jack Moss 
couldn't get into the desert spirit, 
insisted it's all a fake, even the 
mountains. 

Report around that Mack Gordon 
was on his way here and _ the 











Harry Brown, Jr., back on the job 


as Paramount-Fenway publicity 





chief. 

Arthur Casey off to Hollywood | 
after footlight production at the| 
Tremont. 

More press agents in town cur- 
rently than at any time in the de- 
presh vears. 
| Jose Ruben too deep in ‘All the 


restaurants all put in an extra 
supply of meat. 

| Two of the cowboys at Deep Well 
were in ‘Green Grow the Lilacs’ in 
| New York last year and didn’t that 
| burn Sid Skolsky? 


Smoke Tree Ranch is staging a 


gvmkhana next week and the New 
| York mob are trying to figure out 
,; What kind of a gag it is. 


film row: Freeman Parks, Crystal 
Lake, Minn.; il. V. and Lowell 
|} Smoots, Little Falls, Minn.; Harry 
Nelson, St. James, Minn.; Har- 
vey Thorpe, Aitkin, Minn.; J. J. 
Schmidt, Jordan, Minn.; Ray 
Blakeslee, Medford, Wis.; Archie 
Zackerl, Thorpe, Wis. 








tract, 

W. A. Steffes, president of North- 
west Allied States, off to New York 
to attend na..onal Allied’ directors’ 
meeting. 

Gladys Hasty Carroll back from 
Hollywood, where she helped super- 





vise filming of her novel, ‘As the 
Earth Turns.’ 
For second venture, Twin City 


Civic Opera company presented one 
act from three operas, ‘Don Gio- 
vanni,’ ‘Masked Ball’ and ‘Martha.’ 
L. J. Ludwig, Publix assistant 
division manager, telling friends 
about triple features and three and 
a half hour shows in Bermuda for 
25c. 

Ted Wilk, head of Warner Broth- 
ers’ poster department and brother 
of Jake and Ralph Wilk, resigned 


to go to Hollywood to live and 
work. 
Dorothy Rich, former Bainbridge 


dramatic ingenue and also a mem- 
ber of stock companies in Seattle 
and elsewhere, attending University 
of Minnesota. 

Illness prevented Gertrude Lutzi 
from singing with Minneapolis Sym- 
phony and in Civic Opera before she 
left for Buffalo to appear with Lou 
Breese's orchestra at Shea's theatre. 
F. H. Lorentz, Fox exchange 
manager, back on job after long ill- 
ness. Plans to reopen Century as 
‘fine arts’ theatre’ with ‘Emperor 
Jones’ and ‘Henry VIII,’ abandoned 
by Publix vy. nen necessary co-oper- 
ation from civic organization was | 
not forthcoming. 

Out-of-town exhibitor visitors to, 








San Frnacisco | 


By Harold Bock 





They buried Jim Nourse, Hearst 
editor, this week. 

Joe Leo is in at the Fox; he's 
sworn off flying, he sez. 


Mel Hulling back at his Majestic 
exchange aftre a jaunt to L. A. 

Fowler & Tamara showing their 
Spanish bull fight pix to the press 
at the Mark Hopkins. 

Carpenters busy building cock- 
tail rooms in all hotels, now that 
state sez it’s okay to buy and drink 
in public. 


Tom Coakley will marry Kath- 
erine Tourney, sassiety gal, soon, 
and his Palace band will act as 


witnesses. 

Golden Gate crashed the headlines 
when smoke from Will King’s cafe 
was said to have entered the the- 
atre. 

Bill Carey has left Tito FioRito’s 
band and gone on Harrison Holli- 
way's Don Lee payroll. 

Helen O'Neill of radio is flashing 
a diamond solitaire but she won't 
Say yes and she won't say no. 

Donald K. Lawyer and Frank 
Murray in to set their ‘Beast of 
sorneo’ at the Strand. 

Martin Schiff, Universal auditor, 
in at the local exchange: Joe Huff. 
salesman for same outfit, on the 
road. 

Sanford Ratliff, film booker 
NYK steamers, on the job 
three months of vacationing. 

Griff Williams recovered his police 


for 
after 


dog. It was swiped months ago 
and found in Alabama, 
Roy Reid and Gordon Allen back 


from the northwest with more films 





for sale, 

Harry Weinberg up for a few 
days from Universal's Los Angeles 
sales staff. 

Paul Aglietti, ex-owner Plaza, 
Oakland, did a_ brodie with his | 





Frisco likker store. 


30 pounds lighter. 


John Barrymore is cruising i9 
Mexican waters for two weeks on 
his yacht Infanta. 

William Morris office getting a 


new decorative treatment and three 
new private offices. 

Consolidated is suing Richard 
Talmadge for lab charges of $11,067 
for ‘On Your Guard.’ 

John Clein reported by friends 
here to be in a New York hospital 
with both legs broken. 

Jack L. Warner sued for $375 by 
Calligan Rehfeld as a result of an 
auto collision in which the Warner 
ear is charged with liability. 

Solly Violinsky came back to Vine 


street one day last week, saw his 
shadow, went back into hiding 
again. 


Shop operated by Lois Pantages 
and Betty I. Miller sued for $950 
by Ray and Bennie See for recovery 
of furniture. 

Charging that Donald C. Thomp- 
son owes him payment on two pic 
scripts, Max Haasman has brought 
suit for $1,600. 

Attachment has’ been’ slapped 
against Francis Martin by Al Rosen 
for managerial services said to have 
been rendered the writer and direc- 
tor by the agency and on which a 
balance of $280 is assertedly due. 


Baltimore 


By Albert Scharper 


3ill Saxton taking in the operas. 
Lionel Atwill in for fortnight va- 


cash. : 
Dan Goldberg in for brief hand- 
shake. 


John Montague p.a.’ing ‘Let "Em 
Eat Cake.’ 

Silver Wave, 
up in smoke, 

Harry Ellerbe new juve lead at 
Auditorium stock. 

Izzy Rappaport confined to hosp 
with troublesome tonsils. 

Harriet Colston, local soprano, ene 
gaged by San Carlo Opera outfit. 

Florence Reed has entered 
pair of pekes in the Kennel 
show. 
Jim 
pooch to 
around, 

Victoria 
spiels in 
Skinner. 

Howard Burman has authored 
play. Optioned by Alex Yokel, with 
way prez skeded. 

Buddy Rogers’ severe cold neces- 


seaside roadhouse, 


her 
Club 


another 
last 


added 
since 


has 
string 


Barton 
his 


lyceum 
Otis 


dishing 
of Cornelia 


Powell 
advance 


sitated medico’s care during vaude 
date at Century last week. 
Max Baer's p.a. at the Century 


has the sporting mob camped on the 
stage doorstep all hours waiting for 
a close-up. 


Cincinnati 


By Joe Kolling 


Ace Berry in town looking around 
corners, 

Class hotels still sending bills to 
private parties for New Year's eve 
damage. 

Ray Millholland’s mother on from 
L. A. for visit, her first trip east in 
40 years. 

Charley Mervis first Variety « 
member to become a dad 
ganization’'s start. 

Clint Finney, doing advance 
Cash Miller's freak opry with Rip! 
billing in quotes, has thought of tak 


lub 


since ore 


ing a snake show to Ireland. 
Empress, Cincy’s case burly em- 

porium, got an A. P. new ! 

when its try for a beer and wine 


permit was turned down by th: 
liquor commish; Mever Lantz, nm 
claims it was no gag. 
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London 


Harry Roy, band maestro, serious- 
jy ill. 

Jack Taylor wants to quit show 
business again. 

Edna Best at 
Vienna’ premiere. 

Jimmy Finlayson looking for an 
American dentist. 

Basil Dean going in for the ad- 
vertising business. 

Mrs. John Southern (Gwen) on 
the sick list again. 

Paul Murray is a football fan; 
likewise Mrs. Murray. 

Hassard Short in town, and will 
ghortly do a new musical. 

Lew Lipton looking things over, 
and calling it a vacation. 

Jimmie Gold, of Naughton and 
Gold, injured in car smash. 

David Manners enjoying London's 
night spots when not filming. 

Marie Burke voted best principal 
boy in pantomine in England, 

Marian Marsh to do another for 
British International Pictures. 

Alfred Sutro, playwright, left 
estate valued at around $170,000. 

Eddie Darling writing his friends 
about his pending visit in England. 

Georgie Harris wearing kid’s 
shoes, after finding youths’ too big. 

British Film Industries feasting 
themselves at their cocktail party. 

Gina Malo refusing West End of- 
fers. Says she needs a vacation. 

Gordon Selfridge escorting Fanny 
Ward around London first nights. 

Sandy Powell running photogra- 
phic reproduction business as side- 
line. 


the ‘Reunion in 


Phyllis Dare’s apartment. bur- 
gled while the star was out of 
town. 


‘Cabbages and Kings’ closed seven 
weeks’ run at the Ambassadors 
Jan. 6. 

Jeffrey Bernerd getting plenty 
publicity on the Film Benevolent 
Fund show. 

The John Humphries’ home bur- 
gied, with some of the late actor’s 
relics pinched. 

Sunny “armann 
months’ old son to 
France by air. 

Jennie Dolly taken ill while spend- 
ing Christmas with the Cochrans, 
and recovering. 

Sir Landon Ronald, conductor, 
has left the musical desk at the 
News-Chronicle. 

The Maurice Ostrers are expect- 
ing the stork; arrival due around 
end of February. 

David Bader and Manny Barling 
on wild goose chase for an English 
Katherine Hepburn. 

Ann Palmer, daughter of Gaston 
Palmer, recovering from severe at- 
tack of pneumonia, 

Peter Burnup back to his Allied 
Newspapers’ desk after three weeks’ 
battle with gastritis. 

Mary Clare’s daughter, Anne, 
making stage debut in ‘Escape Me 
Never’ at the Apollo, 

Fred Astaire never failed to get a 
hand when doing his bit in ‘Dancing 
Lady’ at the Empire. 

Max Weldy opening London of- 
fices for making stage dresses, with 
Alec Shanks in charge. 

Charles Cochran, once an invet- 
erate cigar smoker, has given it up. 
Just a matter of health, 

Harry Foster beating Val Parne!]) 
in needle golf game, with Parnell 
still retaining the needle. 

Nikita Balief talking it over with 
Gilbert Miller to star in Miller's 
new show, minus his troupe, 

‘Christopher Bean’ takings 
slumped 30% with absence of Ce- 
dric Hardwicke through ‘flu. 

Cast of ‘Please,’ Andre Charlot’s 
revue, under 35% to 50% cut, with 
chorus nipped five bucks per. 

Reggie Hammerstein likely to get 
job of general stage director for all 
Howard & Wyndhams shows. 


taking her six 
the South of 





Ticket speculators giving ‘Nymph | 


Errant’ another once over, with ob- 
ject of making a new deal. 

Tl.ings tough in agency racket, 
with old man George Foster lunch- 
ing at an ordinary Lyons’ eatery. 

Camilla Horn holding up British 
International’s ‘Contraband,’ due to 
previous film contract in Germany. 

Marie Ney keen on taking lead in 
Laurillard-Dolin play, ‘In Flight, 
scheduled for London early spring. 

Parnell & Zeitlin have provincial 
rights of ‘Richard of Bordeaux,’ 
with tour starting the end of Janu- 
ary. 


Diana Wynyard anxious to play 
title role in ‘Mary Queen of Scot- 
land,” when show is produced in 


London. 

‘Dancing Lady’ could have stayed 
another week at the Empire easily, 
but Metro is getting behind with its 
echedule. 

B. C. Hilliam (Flotsam and Jet- 
8am) swanking around in Daimler 
Car with silver fittings and liveried 
chauffeur. 

Lawrence Wright ialking about 
giving the press another look at 
On With the Show,’ before off with 
the show. 





Earl Carroll cabling Lawrence 
Wright to get ‘Vanities’ staged at} 
Wright’s newly acquired theatre 
the Princes. 

Tom Arnold to tour Hippodrome 
show, ‘Give Me a Ring,’ with Flan- 
igan and Allen to play in w 
big towns. 

Doctor Harris taking post grad 
late course in plastic surgery ners 

or coa{t rea ) 

lolly ad 





dresses of Folies Bergere shows in 
last five years, thinking of settling 
in London, 

Sir Alfred Butt anxious to return 
to show business, and looking for 
big musical and permanent West 
End theatre. 

Dick Henderson, Jr., not crazy to 
go back to Hollywood. Says he will 
be made to work there. Here he is 
not allowed to. . 

Lou Edelman lining up talent for 
America, with Monseigneur res- 
taurant always ready to consider 
his propositions. 

Irwin Dash collaborating in song 
writing with Michael Beresford, 
with one result of their labors soon 
to be published. 





The Hague 


By W. Etty-Leal 





Opera Studio, Dutch opera com- 
pany, in financial difficulties. Seems 
Italian Opera only one which can 
keep its head up here. 

On New Year's Day new turn- 
over tax took effect. Automobilists 
first to feel it as gasoline went up 
15%. Radio sets also up, but 
only 10%. 

Laren, village not far from Am- 
sterdam, full of Bohemians who 
think they are painters, got new 
cabaret. An old farm building re- 
decorated. 

Impresario 
Reinhardat-tour, 
in November. 
star, to act in 
Zweier Herren.’ 

Jubilee of Simon Dekker, who 25 
years ago trained the first Dickson 
girls for a Dutch show. After first 
suecess he had several batches of 
these girls in various shows all over 
Europe. 

Schiedam, near Rotterdam, of gin 
fame, got new cinema, built with 
Tuschinsky’s money. Also adapta- 
ble for legit. Schiedam hopes to 
reap benefit of America’s prohibi- 
tion repeal. 

Mrs. Rika Hopper, one of the old 
guard of Holland’s legit actresses, 
got badly burnt at her house but 
refused to muff her date on stage. 
She collapsed, however, during per- 
formance and was carried off to 
hospital. 

Two premieres in legit by Hof- 
stad Tooneel. Dutch version of Ger- 
hart Hauptmann’s German play, 
‘Hannele’s Himmelfahrt’ and Zoltan 
Hervaths’, ‘Ex-King Peter,’ trans- 
lated from Hungarian by Mrs. 
Bruyns-Czarvas. 

New law in making, prohibiting 
filling up of slot machines in Hol- 
land during hours when shops 
should be closed. Enforcement of 
early closing law for shops is a 
farce as shopkeepers do not sell in 
shop, but do good business via ma- 
chines. 

Big event this week in film busi- 
ness is the simultaneous premiere 
in Amsterdam, Rotterdam and The 
Hague of the Dutch talker, ‘Wil- 
liam the Silent.’ Hague premiere 
in City Cinema was visited by the 
Prince Consort, who also this week 
visited a 100% Dutch operetta com- 
pany, which is doing a Dutch ver- 
sion of ‘Graefin Maritza’ by Kalman, 
at the Scala, 


managing 
was muffed 
Dutch film 
‘Diener 


Krauss 
which 
Thimig, 
Goldoni's 


Panama 


By Bea Drew 

Fort Clayton to have a new thea- 
tre. 

Panama held a beauty contest for 
native girls only and a blonde won. 

Dorrance Brown will ‘be married 
next month to Miss Jane 
local girl. 

Mercedes 
ist, gave a concert at 
Club House Theatre. 

This place is show crazy, Even 
the churches are putting on shows 
with scenery and costumes. 

The ‘La Vida,’ one of the newest 
class spots of Panama City, has 
been renamed the Cotton Club 

Many cafes closing and not mak- 


Spanish 
the 


Padrosa, 
Balboa 





Berlin 


By H. Bermann 


Conrad Veidt is reported as giv- 
ing up his Berlin residence. 

Anny Ondra, Max Schmeling’s 
wife, is to play a double role in her 
next film, ‘Anni and Anni.’ 

Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra 
with Wilhelm Furtwaengler are vis- 
iting England, Belgium and Holland 
this month. 

Oberammergau will open Whit- 
sunday, May 21. There will be 33 
performances, It’s the 300th anni- 
versary this year. 

Receipts of the city of Berlin from 


A certain Joe Ralph turned up in 
serlin. Called himself 
Washington, a film director, 
police would like to see him. 

Werner Krauss is expected here 
this month. Will play Mussolini's 
‘Hundred Days’ and G. B. Shaw’s 
new comedy at the State theatre. 

At a meeting of the German divi- 
sion of the PEN club a ‘League of 
National Writers’ was inaugurated. 
Hanns Johst was elected president. 

Eugen Skladanowsky, 75 years old 
last week, elaims to be the world’s 
first film actor. He ‘starred’ in a 
60-foot reel in 1896. Picture was 
taken with equipment his brother 
had built. 

A Richard Wagner protection act 
is in preparation. Performances of 
‘Parsival’ in Germany are to be re- 
stricted to Bayreuth. The Reich 
will grant an annual subvention of 
RM 160,000. 

Commenting on the fact that Par 
will probably not re-sign Dorothea 
Wieck, Berlin trade paper says fact 
is supposed to be due to pressure 
exercised by Jewish organizations 
in New York. 

Ufa’s ‘Fugitives’ was among the 
pics that were downed by the Czech 
import commission. Czech import 
regulations are held to be detrimen- 
tal to German interests and are 
causing some stir. 

Berlin authorities are a _ little 
anxious about the huge stock of film 
material all concentrated in the 
southern part of Friedrichstragsse, 
right in the middle of town. In fu- 
ture permits for depots will only be 
granted for isolated buildings out 
of town. 


George 
The 





Prague 


By Edward T. Heyn 





Mussolini’s play, ‘Hundred Days,’ 
will shortly be presented in the 
Vinohrady theatre. 

Adolf Heller, director of the Ol- 
muetz Czech theatre, has been mar- 
ried to Mildred Grey, an American. 

A. Vacin, chief tenor of the Czech 


Municipal theatre in. Olmuetz, 
Moravia, has been arrested in 
Prague, accused of crooked tran- 


sactions, 

The Smetana musical prize, in the 
sum of 50,000 crowns, has been con- 
ferred on the noted Czech composer, 
Professor Josef Suk, for his new 
composition, ‘Epilog.’ 





} text by 


Erans, a 


pian- | 


ing enough to pay taxes. One of 
the oldest and largest, the Peerless 
closed, 

Local dancer, Marjorie Quinn, | 
married Buster Burgoon while she | 
was dancing in the Manhattan 
Theatre. 

Fredric March and his wife 
Florence Eldridge, paid Panama a 
short visit en route to New York 


Also Samuel Jaffe and his wife. 
The fan dancer at the Ritz lasted 


just six weeks. No draw. Young | 
ladv advertised the fact that she 
was forty-one years old That was 
a great help. 
Marv Lee¢ Kelley has returned 
f n Hot Sprin Miss Kelley 
bought Bilgrays Nite Club in Coior 
Club will be é med the Rit 
and Nay i DIZ new Bs! V. 
r menez, dancer t} 
pr ( e Wa ja l ‘ hVaqd i 
( i inotner entertainer ana 
1 to cut her up in little } 
Z blade She 
( } ‘ ‘ un ‘ } 


A musical revue, ‘Golden Prague.’ 
M. Bertuch and music by 
Bernhardt Gruen, is the new attrac- 
tion at the New German theatre. 
Staged by Max Liebl, at one time 
in actor in the Irving theatre, New 
York, 


Margaret Melan, singer from Bal- 


timore, formerly of the opera cast 
of the New German theatre in 
Prague entertained over the 


Czechoslovak radio with 


the ren- 





in Budapest, mostly suburban 
| neighborhoods. 
‘Hungarian 

with 


Rainbow,’ cabaret 
songs, dances and 
scenes of national life, a la Rus 
| sian ‘Oiseau Bleu,’ presented here 
before starting on Italian tour, 


company 


Erna Rubinstein, violin virtuoso, 
kept contradicting rumors of her 
prospective marriage to Alex 


nine years her junior, until 
announced that she had ac- 
tually married him. 

‘Rakoczi Maren" picture, already 
done in German and Hungarian ver- 
sions, to go on screen in French. 
No retakes of group scenes, whica 
will be clipped from the Hungarian 
original. 


Strauss 
she 


entertainment tax totaled RM 499,- Kitty Doraine, daughter of pic- 
916 in December, as against RM |ture star Lucy Doraine and ° 
594,151 the month before. Hollywood director Michael Curtiz, 

night club dancing here, surprised 


people by her attempt to take lease 
of Varosi theatre, largest stage in 
town, where she proposes to play 
operetta and variety. House be- 
longs to municipality and lease will 
not be granted except on very safe 
material and moral grounds. 

Between dress rehearsal and pre- 
miere, two scenes were scrapped 
from ‘Yellow Lily’ and the com- 
poser, Michae] Krauss, was ordered 
to stop conducting because he 
couldn’t do it well enough. An- 
other conductor took the baton and 
Krauss, offended composer, kept 
away from theatre and did not want 
to take his call, but gave in when 
he got news of big success. 





Vienna 


By Erich Glass 





J. J. Vincent expected over. 

Literary prize for authoress Hilde 
Spiel. 

Ernst Hemingway short story in 
‘Der Tag,’ 

Komoedie theatre again on verge 
of trouble. 

Composer Josef Suk celebrating 
60th birthday. 

Fritz Steiner contracting Inflam- 
mation of the lung. 

Pearl Buck’s ‘Eastwind—West- 
wind’ serialized here. 

Robert Stolz indulging in quoti- 
dien Hungarian cuisine. 

Par watching new Bus 
piece, ‘More Than Love.’ 

Local weekly running competition 
to find new stars for Metro. 

Tagblatt sub-editor and author, 
Sigmund Rubinstein, died here aged 
65 





Fekote 


wv. 

Willy Forst, Liane Haid and Geza 
von Bolvary among newcomers to 
city. 

Karl Zuckmayer back from Lon- 
don and due to return there within 
the week, 

Armin Friedmann finishing ‘Dr. 
Casanova’ and ‘The Leading Line’ 
in time for his 70th birthday. 

teinhardt here, rehearsing Schil- 
ler’s ‘Maria Stuart’ with Eleonore 
Mendelssohn in title part and Helene 
Thimig as Elisabeth. 

Albert Bassermann back after 
touring Switzerland, Holland, Bel- 
gium, and Luxembourg with Meoissi, 
Tilla Durieux and Ernst Deutsch. 


Toronto 


Christopher Morley in town. 

Chet Sutherland doing the Al and 
30b Harvey scripts. . 

The Tip (‘Daily Star’) O’Neills 
are bambino shopping. 

An usher at the Arena Gardens is 
a dead ringer for Jimmie Walker. 











Paris 
By Bob Stern 


Freddie Taylor dancing at Bag» 


dad. 

Lacy Kastner suffering from lum- 
bago. 

Nina Mae MacKinney off to 


Prague. 

Liane de Pougy denying comeback 
rumors. 

Jacques Natanson out as chief of 
Via Film. 

Anatole Litvak back from Vienna 
and Greece. 

Ruth Selwyn between Georges V, 
Paris and London. 

Paris weather got Leyla Georgie, 
who has the grippe. 

Edith Sitwell here from London 
on way to America, 

Tommy Thompson sitting in 
Paris Herald day desk, 
Barbara Field and Dan Crohn 
have a bey, Burrill Lee Crohn. 
Georgette Leblanc, Maeterlinck’s 
ex, in hospital with pneumonia. 
Anne Greenway booked for Saint 
James, new nite club to open in 
March. 

Pavlik Tschelitcheff preparing exe 
hibition for New York, Chicago and 
Boston, 

‘Lukardis, Jacob Wasserman’s 
only play, opening Jan. 33 at Vieux 
Colombier. 

Fred Bacos finished making his 
quickie, ‘Un fil a la Patte’ (‘Tied 
Up’), which Fox will distribute. 

Nueilly fair, one of the biggest 
park events of Paris, off this year. 
Neighbors thought it too noisy. 
Max Reinhardt reported going to 
Venice to put on ‘Merchant of Ven- 
ice* after returning from America. 

Pandro Berman and Harry 
Leasim here going over possible 
stories for RKO-Radio Pictures. 

Rococo, new cabaret, opening on 
rue Marignan in historic building 
with Louis XIV and XV murals. 

Helena Rubinstein sailing Feb. 7 
for America to show her negro art 
collection at Chicago Art Institute. 

Edgar A. Mowrer replacing his 
brother, Paul Scott Mowrer as Chi- 
cago Daily News bureau chief here, 

Victor Boucher to star in film 
version of ‘La Banque Nemo,’ Louis 
Verneuil’s legit success, for Tobis., 

Rene Clair shooting his next film 
at Joinville with Max Dearly as 
star, 

Moscow reported as ‘theatrical 
paradise’ in Comoedia, local trade 
daily, 

Harry Bernstein to go to winter 
sports as soon as his throat gets 
better. 

Anni Bernstein of Metro to lunch 
with Bourdet and tea with Madame 
Achard., 

Zarl Leslie playing at Cafe de 
Paris gala, with Frank Jay Gould 
among diners. 

Alice Field cast for lead im 
‘Mademoiselle Doctor,’ coming Ana- 
tole Litvak film. 

France signing Rome Convention 
of 1928, revising old Berne Convene 
tion to cover international copys 
right law. 

Pierre Guerlais with @ troupe in 
Paimpol, Britanny, to make film 
version of Pierre Loti’s ‘Iceland 
Fishermen.’ 7 

Harold Smith fighting French 
trade quotas as member quota 
committee of American Chamber of 
Commerce here. 

Joe Schenck showing fmterest in 
Henry Bernstein’s play, ‘The Mes- 
senger.’ Also seeing ‘Unfinished 
Symphony,’ Schubert musical film, 
at Studio de I'Ttoile. 


Mexico City 
By D. L. Grahame 








_ Afll-Cuban revue company, featur- 
ing rhumba dancers, mash at 
Teatro Iris. 

Rome coliseum-style chariot races 
now a thrill for devotees of the 
Agua Caliente racetrack. 

selow freezing spell eancelled a 
bull fight mat and inspired three 
femmes to commit suicide. 

Tiajuana and Ensenada flooded 
with American goods since they 
were made free zones (Dec. 6) duty 
exempt U. S. products, 

Musicians’ union sponsoring prop- 
osish for its jobless members to give 
eonecerts during cinema intermis- 
sions on hat passing basis. 

Ciudad Juarez, over the river 





from El Paso, Tex., has gone dsr} 


|}as star border saloon pitch, but has 


| 





| Americans 


dering of typical American Negro The padlock is looming for those 
nirituals. 'early nite-spot shows on Sunday 
ae | eves, 
Gordon (VaArRIeTY) Sinclair off to 
Africa next week, with CP syndi- 
Budapest |cating his travel findings. 
P John (‘Daily Star’) Farrell and 
By E. P. Jacobi Peggy Snetsinger took the latter's 
—" mamma on the honeymoon, 
No more beauty contests for Hun- Jimmie Dewitt back to Philadel- 
Official. phia after deciding that there is no 
josephine Baker once more a hit | biz here for a stock company. 
Royal Orpheum. Perey MacDonald doing the music 
Lajos Zilahy, dramatist and | 4nd Grace Richardson the lyrics for 
novelist, to edit Magyarorszag, lead- | Ross Millard’s ‘This Happiness.’ 
ing evening paper. Dewey Bloom, mer. British films | 
Ernest Vajda doing screen ver-|‘@ivision of Regal Films, of which 
sions of two plays by Ernest Szep,|N- L. (FP-Can) Nathanson is prez, 
\‘Gold Watch’ and ‘Pharmacy,’ says he plans to wed Jean Kurtz, | 
| Frank Farley, Paramount's Euro- | ®!5 secretary. 
pean production department rep., 7 
king over Budapest plays. 
| Alex Hunyady writing scenario Bucharest 
}of ‘The Romance of Ida,’ Gardonyl 
nove), for local indie production. —. 
(Gregruss Prize, for finest ting A le ! cu adcapting Dante 
rformance during the vear, di- nd J io, 
1 between Julius Csort and | Gi ’ rin fe ed at the Cap- 
( i Baior i al 1 Pe 
I mara theatre ba inder man- Sternhberg’s ‘The !] peror’ 160 up 
rerme t of state-sibsidized Na- at he Jancove } 
‘ 1] theatre, to figure as ort f | Por ‘ ( to Vienna to 
Sear I E na after touri 
mposer, dead He composed ! t} Budapest and Vienna. 
Typhoon’ and operat ‘ blie performances includ 
Romeo.’ to finish by midnis 
Government issued licenses forjat latest—by ord! Custom: 
- rau f “tire thortren r | € ere ) and ? a mr) 


come to life as the chief export 
point for Mexican likker to the 
i. a ee 


Warner Oland here vwaeationing. 

Three femmes with a total age of 
341 years—one 123, the other 113, 
and the youngest 105—jugged ‘for 
panhandling and committed to the 
old folk’s home. 

Touring biz booming — 10.596 
came here by train, 
plane and boat, and spent $1,500,000; 


about 25,000 others arrived in autos 
and left $3,000,000 In Mexican cash 
recvisters, and Cuarnavaca, ancient 
re rt and di mill pitc! it- 
tracted 1,270,363 isitors last year, 
government rey " 
High - brow tage psphows hard 
hit by amu tax to me 
true Tampi 1 other <« onee- 
if tated to. :, Han id 
ess, attend Other show ave 
uffered little. President I 
ed nré that he v e€ 
t Lifting which has been 
extended te | 31. 
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AL. GREASON 
Alfred Greason 
veteran member the VARIETY 
staff, died of nephritis in New York 
Jan. 21. More extended comment 
will be found on page 6. 


Rushton 
of 


AMELIA SUMMERVILLE 

Amelia Summerville, 70, for half 
a century prominent in stage work, 
chiefly in musicals, died in Roose- 
velt hospital, New York, Jan, 21. 
of a complication resulting from a 
recent fall on the ice. 

She gained her initial recognition 
as the Merry Little Mountain Maid 
in ‘Adonis.’ At that time she 
weighed 240 pounds. She succeeded 
in reducing to 130 pounds without 


physical harm and held approxi- 
mately to that weight for the re- 
mainder of her life. Her feat was 


a theatrical sensation and was com- 
mercially capitalized. 

She greatly increased her theatri- 
cal vogue by her reduction and was 
one of the numerous Tribys when 
that was the vogue. She also was 
popular in the old Casino hits and 
later became a vaudeville favorite. 

She retired some yvears ago to be- 
come dramatic coach in the Alviene 
School. 

OSBORNE H. OSBORNE 

Osborne Hemley Osborne, 27, 
prominent in Negro art circles, died 
in the New York hospital, New 
York, Jan. 15, of pneumonia. Inter- 
ment was in Yonkers, where he had 
lived with his parents. 

His father, one of the few Negro 
civil engineers in this country, and 
his mother, a playwright and author, 
survive. 

He was founder of the Negro Art 
theatre, which made many produc- 
tions at the Cherry Lane Theatre, 
but chiefly attracted attention as 
an interpretive dancer and as such 
attracted the attention of Ruth St. 
Denis, who aided his career. He 
created the role of the witch doctor 
in the operatic version of ‘The Em- 
peror Jones’ at the Metropolitan, 
but illness prevented his projected 
reappearance in the revival this 
year. 


ARTHUR WEIGALL 

Arthur Weigall, 53, famous Egyp- 
tologist and writer, died at the Lon- 
don hospital, Jan. 2 after six months’ 
mysterious illness. This makes the 
sixth death among those present, at, 
or connected with, the opening of 
the Tutankhamen tomb in Egypt. 

Deceased wrote a novel and a 
revue, and designed many scenes for 
revues and ballets, and at one time 


acted as film critie for the Daily 
Mail. 
LOUIS MINSKY 
Louis Minsky, 73, father of the 


Minsky brothers of burlesque, died 
of pneumonia in his New York home 
Jan. 16. He was the former owner 
of Ridley’s, Grand street department 
store of an earlier generation, and 
a prominent realtor on the east 
side. With D, Steuer he built the 
National theatre, but confined him- 
self chiefly to dwellings and office 
building. Survived by two sons and 
two daughters. 
E. M. CORCI 

FE. M. Corci, 68, former tenor with 
the Metropolitan, found dead aboard 
his launch at Brunswick, Ga., Jan. 
20. He had apparently collapsed 
while working over the motor. 

Since his retirement from the 
opera, due to a throat affection, he 
has been living at Latham’s Ham- 
mock, opposite Jekyll Island. 


BERNARD GARBER 

ernard Garber, 22, playwright, 
was killed in an auto accident near 
Gallup, N. M., Jan. 16. He was a 
nephew of David S. Garber, art 
director for the Chas. Rogers Pro- 
ductions. 

Accompanied by Mrs. Charlotte 
Salkow and her son, Lester, Garber 
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had left Hollywood for New York 
where one of his plays was to be 
|} produced soon by the Little Thea- 


tre Guild. 


Body was shipped to his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Max Carber at Nor- 
ristown, Pa. 

He had one other uncle, Maurice 


Garber, of Los Angeles. 
JAMES W. REAGAN 
James W. Reagan, who for years 
traveled with minstrel shows and 
dramatic companies, died in Easton, 


Pa. He sang with Primrose and 
West in minstrels, played in ‘Bells 
of Shannon’ and was with Lew 


Dockstader and Al Fields. He was 
a tenor of recognized ability. 

During his last years he 

hotel in Easton. 

H. NIEMEYER 
Niemeyer, 54, died 
an operation in 
Flower hospital, New York. Actor 
and dramatist, he had headed his 
own stock companies and had ap- 
peared in the support of Robert B. 
Mantell, Tyron Power and others. 

Survived by his widow, Vera 
Temple, a brother and sister. 


kept 


WILLIAR: 
William H. 
Jan. 6 following 


EDWARD ARMSTRONG 
Edward Armstrong, 55, producer 
of tab and burlesque on the coast 
for the past 25 years, died in Los 
Angeles, Jan. 15. Armstrong, one 
of the first burlesque producers to 
come to the coast, retired three 
years ago due to illness. 

He is survived by his wife, Ethel 
Edmunds and his brother, Will 
Armstrong. 


THOMAS SHUGRUE 
Thomas Shugrue, 2, one-time 
minstrel and vaude actor, died at 
the Hellywood hospital Jan. 17, fol- 
lowing an illness of two months. 
For the past 14 years he had been 
the electrician attached to Metro’s 
publicity department. 
He is survived by 
three children. 


his wife and 


BENJAMIN HELLMAN 
Benjamin Hellman, 51, former as- 
sociate of George Choos and Gus 
Edwards in theatrical ventures, died 
Jan. 2 in Boston, at the home of 
his wrother. He had suffered from 
chronic nephritis for some time. 
Remains were cremated at Mount 
Auburn. 


J. A. GALLOWAY 

J. Armour Galloway, 60, former 
basso of the Metropolitan opera, 
died on a bus Jan. 17, on his way 
to his home in Jackson Heights. 
Following his operatic career he 
devoted his time to teaching here 
and abroad. 
Survived 
brother. 


by his widow and a 


JOHN F, BROWN 

John F. Brown died Jan. 12 at 
his home in Cohoes, N. Y. For sev- 
eral years he was in vaudeville as 
a member of the dancing team of 
Murray and Brown. After leaving 
the stage he was associated with 
amateur theatricals. 

MARGARET HOLLIS 
Margaret Hollis, 22, known on 
Broadway as Margaret Muller and 
Gypsy Hollis, was found dead of 
gas suffocation in her apartment in 
New York Jan. 17. She was em- 
ployed as a dancer in a suburban 
night club. 


JESSIE MORRIS 
Mrs. Jessie Matthews, 48, known 
professionally as Jessie Morris, and 
of the old vaude team of Morris and 


3easley, died of cancer Jan. 16 at 
Jewish Memorial hospital, New 
York. 
A daughter survives. 
BEE DUNN 
Bee Dunn, singer and pianist, 
died at her home in South Minne- 
apolis, Jan. 9, of pneumonia. She 


was a sister of Ray and Larry Dunn, 
of vaudeville. Her last engagement 
was at Luigi’s, Detroit, recently. 


HARRY M. SEARS 
Harry M. Sears, 73, for thirty 
years office manager of the Pasa- 














dena Star News, died in his home 
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ABA Charter 


(Continued from page 41) 


of paper by Ralph Whitehead 
earlier in the evening on which 
were the names of those whom they 
later brought in as ‘their slate.’ I 
repudiated the entire set-up and im- 
meaiately left for home. 

Schneider further declares that ‘in 
a last minute attempt to lessen the 
voting power on election night’ 
Whitehead ordered ‘with no author- 
ity whatsoever and without any- 
body’s permission, that those per- 
formers who could not pay the full 
amount of dues, on that evening 
just before the elections, could not 
vote. Therefore . . Whitehead 
prevented from voting those many 
artists who, naturally enough could 
not pay more than a dollar or two 
at that meeting. Their dollars were 
taken; they were told they were 
members, but Whitehead had de- 
creed they could not vote. In my 
opinion this was depriving the 
actor of a right which the Presi- 
dent, no less Whitehead, could not 
deprive him of... .’ 
In writing Dulzell regarding the 
election, Schneider said: ‘White- 
head claimed, shortly before the 
election meeting on Jan. 4, that he 
had been directed by you not to per- 
mit anyone to vote who had not 
paid up the full amount of dues re- 
quired . . . I immediately strenu- 
ously objected to such procedure 
and stated that anyone who had 
paid in anything on account which 
was accepted, and the card had been 
issued to them, showing member- 
ship to this association was eligible 
to vote. As a result of my objec- 
tion, Rapp went ahead and dictated 
to the stenographer some provisions 
in the by-laws permitting those 
who held cards, even though they 
have paid a dollar or two, to vote 
. . « You will see, therefore, that 
the objections which I raised and 
which they attempted to satisfy by 
the insertion of the clause in the 
by-laws, really had a joker in it, 
because that clause decided that 
those who paid a dollar or so and 
had cards could vote, but later on 
at the meeting downstairs, those 
who paid a dollar or so that eve- 
ning, did not receive cards and 
therefore could not vote.’ 

As to Funds 

Another charge made by Schneider 
to Dulzell involves the handling of 
ABA funds: ‘At the time the old 
board was functioning, and consid- 
eration was being given toward re- 
organization, under the union plan, 
it was decided then that dues would 
be charged under the union setup. 





in Pasadena, Jan. 20, after a brief 
illness. 
His widow survives. 


SUNSHINE EARLE 
Sunshine Earle, of the former 
vaudeville team of Earle and Sun- 
shine, died at her home, Long- 
meadow, R. L, Jan. 16, after a short 
illness. 


GILDING CLARKE 
Gilding Clarke, of the London ‘old 
Vie’ theatrical co., died in London 
Jan. 17. Death, it is believed, fol- 
lowed a shock when a friend un- 
expectedly slapped him on the back. 


JACQUES SINDORF 
Jacques Sindorf, 61, motion pic 
art department worker, died in 


Hollywood Jan. 16. Widow and two 


sons survive. 


JAY GOLDIE 

Jay Goldie, 57, vaudeville producer 
and booker, died of acute indiges- 
tion in a Montreal club Jan. 20. 
With his partner, Joe Jones, he had 
gone to Montreal to arrange book- 
ings and was stricken in the Mon- 
treal Press Club. He died in a few 
minutes. 


FRANK WINNINGER 

Frank Winninger, 58, of the Five 
Winninger’s, died at his home in 
Wausau, Wis., Jan. 21. Well-known 
on the tent and show boat routes in 
the middle west. Survived by 
Charles, Adolph and John Win 
ninger, a sister and two children. 





Father of Jerry Tucker, child pic 
player, died in Hollywood, Jan. 16 
from a sinus ailment. Widow and 
son survive. Formerly lived in 
Chicago. Funeral in Los Angeles. 


Mother, 78, 
‘Skip’ Dean, vet trouper who ran 
the gamut of tent show, vaude and 
stock, died at her home in Lincoln, 
Sunday (14). 


Mother-in-law of G. W. (Johnny) 


Johnstone, NBC press megr., Mrs. 
Charles R. Merillo, died Jan. 15 in 





Perth Amboy, N. J. 


of Montgomery E. 


A resolution was made by Georgie 
Price (vice-president, resigned) at 
a meeting of the board of governors 
to the effect that all monies paid 
in by members as dues were to be 
set aside and kept apart from all 
other funds and must remain un- 
touched until such a time as the 
charter had been actually issued to 
the ABA. This resolution was 
adopted, 

‘At one of the very last meetings 
of the board of governors of the 
ABA Price called the attention of 
those persons at the meeting to the 
resolution which had been passed 
...- Despite this resolution...White- 
head has taken it upon himself to 
use the monies paid in as dues for 
the ordinary operating expenses of 
the association; such as, salary to 
himself and the stenographer, and 
other expenses, 

‘It must be remembered that when 
the performers paid their dues it 
was on the representation of the 
officials of the ABA that they were 
obtaining membership in an organ- 
ization which was actually affiliated 
with Labor and the Four A’s and 
that such dues were being paid pur- 
suant to the requirement of the 
charter which was about to be is- 
sued to the ABA...If for some rea- 
son the charter should never be is- 
sued to the ABA, there will be no 
dues to be returned to the actors, 
because the same will have been 
spent...The purpose behind Price’s 
original resolution therefore will 
have been defeated...Monies taken 
in from benefits, which originally 
were to have gone, in part at least, 
to worthy theatrical charities, were 
otherwise spent, and these worthy 
theatrical charity organizations 
have not received one penny from 
the ABA.’ 

(When originally organized a year 
or so ago by Dave Vine and Billy 
Glason, both of whom have since 
been dropped from the board of gov- 
ernors, the ABA’s sole announced 
purpose was to combat the benefit 
gyp evil. It decided to exact 25% 
of the profit on all benefits okayed 
by the ABA, which money would be 


divided among the NVA, Catholic 
Actors’ Guild, Jewish Theatrical 


Guild, Episcopal Actors’ Guild, and 
Actors’ Fund.) 

In advising Bobby Clark, new 
president of the ABA, of his charges, 
Schneider wrote: ‘It is only fair to 
say to you that you were our last 
minute selection as president, after 
everyone else had been approached 
and turned it down. I personally 
went around with Whitehead and 
solicited for the office of president 
the following: Eddie Cantor, George 
Jessel, Ted Lewis, Jack Pearl, Paul 
Whiteman, Victor Moore and George 
Olsen...You were the final resort 
and they grabbed you.’ 

Whitehead, currently in Washing- 
ton, was asked by VARIETY by wire 
for a reply to Schneider’s charges. 
None was made up to yesterday 
(Monday). Rapp, in Whitehead’s 
behalf, denied all allegations made 
by Schneider. 


LONDON FILM NEWS 


(Continued from page 11) 
$6,000,000 of preference shares. 
Ordinary shares amounting to over 
$3,000,000 are held by Gaumont- 
Sritish Picture Corporation. The 
holders of preference shares have 
no votes so long as dividends are 
paid on their holdings. Their divi- 
dend was not paid last October and 
if payment is not forthcoming by 
April next, the preference holders 
will be able to out-vote the Gau- 
mont-British company. 

The last report of General The- 
atres published in September an- 
nounced a profit of approximately 
a million and a quarter dollars. The 
debenture interest required is 
$700,000. 








Those Quota Pics 

Metro’s Empire, like most Amer- 
ican owned picture houses, has to 
run a certain number of English- 
mades, to comply with the picture 
quota law. None of these is run on 
Saturday or Sunday; audiences on 
these days are generally very em- 
phatic in their opinions. The rea- 
son being they are regular picture- 
goers and know a poor film when 
they see it. 

Picture shown there recently was 
‘The Roof’, made for quota pur- 
poses by Redio Pictures at Julius 
Hagen studios. One of those long- 
drawn-out detective yarns, where 
the solution is apparent from the 
first few flashes. Derisive applause 
greeted film, with most of the audi- 
ence joining in the fun. , 

The Prince of Wales arrived in 
the house at 10:30 p. m., in time to 
see Marie Dressler in ‘Christopher 
Bean’, and thus missed the un- 





pleasant incident. 


. 
Australia 
(Continued from page 11) 
they absolutely refused to listen to 
further overtures on the subject. 

‘Fullers,’ said Sir Ben, ‘has re. 
mained an independent unit right 
from its old vaude days and will 
continue alone so long as the name 
remains. 

‘There is not a possible chance 
of any foreign interest buying into 
the circuit under any circumstances, 
and you can let the. whole world 
know this.’ 

With Arthur Loew here, and the 


sudden return of Sir Ben Fuller 
from America, rumors have been 


flying around that a merger was 
likely between the two organiza- 
tions. Fullers has been playing 


M-G pictures in its St. James, Syd- 
ney, for a number of years, but only 
on a rental and percentage basis. 
Performing Rights 
Federal government has 
the Performing Rights Bill. 
Attorney-General stated that an 
experimental attempt will be made 
to solve the difficult problem of mu- 
sical copyrights by voluntary arbi- 
tration. Also stated that the prob- 
lem of performing rights fees has 
been causing some trouble and has 
not yet been solved. This can only 
be done gradually, and the experi- 
ment put into force by the governe 
ment can do no harm, his opinion is, 
In the report given out by the re- 
cent Royal Commission, sitting in 
Sydney on performing rights, it was 
recommended that the fixing of per- 
forming rights’ fees be done by a 
tribunal. This proposal has met with 
very strong protests from musical 
circles everywhere. 
The bill passed by government 
provides for a voluntary instead of 
a compulsory tribunal. 


passed 


Baseball Coming 


Two American baseball teams 
will make the trip to Australia in 
1934 to show the locals how the 
game should be played. 

Baseball has grown tremendously 
here of late and is now recognized 
as a regular sport. 


Too Hot for Biz 


Although city is crowded with 
visitors, theatre biz is not on a high 
level just at present. Good fare is 
offered by managements, but public 
stopping outside because of hot 
weather and shopping rush. Trade 
should go up just as soon as Yule- 
tide finishes. 

Current attractions include ‘Love 
on Wheels,’ ‘You Made Me Love 
You,’ ‘Paddy,’ ‘Big Moment,’ ‘Gam- 


bling Ship,’ ‘Ex-Lady,’ ‘Stage 
Mother,’ ‘Torch Singer,’ ‘Midnight 
Club,’ ‘Her Sweetheart,’ ‘Tout 
Paris,’ ‘Student Prince,’ ‘Joybells’ 


and ‘Dick Whittington.’ 


Strange Flop 


‘Life Story of H. R. H. Prince of 
Wales’ did a quisk flop here recent- 
ly. Failure is a puzzle because it 
had been figured that on account of 
the enormous popularity of H. R. H. 
in Australia the picture would get 
plenty. But the public just stayed 
away. Picture will be replaced by 
‘Torch Singer’ and ‘Midnight Club.’ 


W-T Dividends 

The Sydney section of holders of 
preference shares in J. C. Williame- 
son, Ltd. (Williamson-Tait), ap- 
proved by a very large majority the 
scheme submitted by the directors 
for cancelling arrears of preference 
dividends to June 30, last, and pro- 
viding that the rate of dividend on 
that class of the company’s capital 
be reduced from 8% per annum to 
7%, with the right to participate up 
to 8% whenever holders of ordinary 
shares receive more than 7%. 

Board proposed that an accumu- 
lated debit of £52,163 be extin- 
guished by transfer of that amount 
from reserves. 

Melbourne stockholders will go 
into a huddle this week to decide 
whether the scheme meets. with 
their approval or not. 
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Circus 


To Regulate Own 
Business Not an Industry —Kelly 


People Ask of NRA Right 


Affairs; ‘Circus 





Washington, Jan. 22, 

Consideration of NRA circus coce 
was put over for another week, Sat- 
urday (20), after the industrys 
pending proposals had received two 
days of heated debate and consid- 
erable criticism. Sessions resume 
next Saturday (27) at Commerc 
Department. 

Demands for higher wage scales 
inclusion of fair practice provisions 
and greater consideration for em- 
ployees were balanced against in- 
dustry pleas to NRA to respect the 
serious economic plight of outdoor 
show business. 

Trade practice discussion over- 
shadowed all other talk, with indus- 
try representatives fighting for 
maintenance of the principle that 
circus people should be left to ad- 
just their own differences and settie 
their own problems. 

Brief list of trade practice pro- 
visions was submitted at closing 
session today, having been hur- 
riedly drafted at an overnight con- 
ference with Deputy Administrator 
William P. Farnsworth, in effort te 
stem criticism of industry's failure 
to make efforts to improve moral 
business standards. 

Trade article was unique, cover 
in= only a few subjects and placing 
enforcement in hands of a grievanc 
board rather than the code author- 
ity. John Kelly, Ringling Brothers 
representative, insisted that neither 
rail nor motor shows wanted com- 
plaints brought to the ‘arduous and 
expensive attention of the code au- 
thority.’ 

Board proposed included Kelly as 
representative of the rail shows, R. 
M. Harvey for the motorized units 
and Fred B. Hutchinson of Parkers- 
burg, Va., as neutral party. 

Compromise Article 

Compromise article would outlaw 
covering of rivals’ paper, and pro- 
hibit imposition of service charge or. 


tickets. Controversy on ticket dis- 
tribution methods was dodged, as 
were several other’ suggestions 


urged by industry critics. 

Protest against outside interfe:- 
ence with industry activities came 
from Kelly after Florence Barnes 
of the National Women's Trade 
Union League and Melvin D. Hild- 
reth of the Circus Fans’ Association 
had objected to the code proposals, 
A dramatic speech by Kelly drew 
prolonged applause when the Ring- 
ling spokesman declared that show 
people of all types are ‘clean, hon- 
est, philanthropic and humane’ and 
need no help in conducting them- 
selves in business. 

Long exchange of views on ticket 
methods followed suggestions that 
code condemn custom of building 
up attendance by using merchan* 
tickets. Suggestion that merchan- 
dizing tickets, sold to public at cut 
Prices, be discontinued was vigor- 
ously opposed by William Newton 
Jr., of Outdoor Showmen’s Asso- 
ciation; Walter L. Main, R. M. Har- 
vey of Russell Brothers Truck 
Shows; William Hamilton, secre- 
tary of Showmen, and James Her. 
ron, World Brothers Circus. 

Industry group desiring that cus- 
tom be abolished was headed b: 
Charles T. Hunt, president of Mo- 
torized Circus Owners & Agents AS- 
sociation, and Bob Morton of the 
Morton Fraternal Shows. Most of 
the showmen insisted the custom 
must be continued during the de 


pression, 
Controversy was settled tem- 
Porarily by trade practice amend- 


ment which proposed that system 
be continued for the remainder of 
this year. Zach T. Miller appealed 
to Farnsworth to ‘get something 
into the code’ limiting if not pro- 
hibiting distribution of ‘compli- 
mentary’ tickets. 
Wage Scales Slammed 

Wage scales proposed by the rail 
and motor divisions were slammed 
by numerous speakers, 
Weber, president of musicians, ask- 
ing that code omit his members, 
Miss Barnes de manding a minimum 
of $16 a week, Ralph Whitehead 
and Alt LaRue of ABA wanting 
Substantial upward revision, and 
William Schultz, animal trainer, 
calling for provisions protecting 
performers from loss of wages 
through unscrupulous managers. 

Schultz rec: mmended a licensing 
System to curb promoters and 





ditions, and 
|the business 


with Joe! 


agents. Trainer also condemned 
shoestring operators who leave 
workers holdiag the bag. 

Minimum wage provisions for 
actors and performers were sug- 
gested by Kelly to satisfy critics. 
Proposition put forward by employ- 
ers was $20 minimum, plus living 
and traveling accommodations, for 
act leaders, and $10 for other par- 


| City 
| vals 





ticipants. Labor representatives 
contended these rates should be 
boosted, demanding a basic figure 


of $20 for truck shows and $30 for 
rail units. 

Creation of grievance board to 
handle labor disputes was suggested 
by Whitehead, who recommended | 
the agency include representatives | 
of two major divisions, one of the 
NRA consumers advisory board, | 
one representing labor advisory 
board, and a neutral. 

Miss Barnes suggested that rigid: 
restriction be placed on working 
time, asking for 10-hour day andj} 
48-hour week and protesting pro- 
vision that employees remain on the 
lot when off duty. The wage scales, 
she said, were ‘far too low’ to im- 
prove purchasing power of circus 
employees. 

Drastic campaign against gam- 
bling and immoral attractions was 
declared in order by Hildreth, Cir- 
cus Fans’ Association spokesman, 
who told Farnsworth a code of fair 
competition perfected by a number 
of small shows and Federal Trade 
Commission ‘worked remarkably 
well’, 

Suggestion drew quick response 
from industry, leaders declaring 
they are entirely capable of dealing 
with such problems, that definite 
progress has been made in outlaw- 
ing immoral attractions and gyp 
experts. 

Attack Child Labor 

Child labor provision was at- 
tacked by Hildreth and a number of 
social welfare outfits, but Kelly as- 
sured Farnsworth that a burning 
desire on part of circus operators 
is ‘to weed out and keep out’ all 
minors. Hildreth suggested that 
particular exemption be written 
into pact to permit employment of 
child performers. Noting that ‘cir- 
cus performers come from circus 
families’, Hildreth said while he 
was in favor of outlawing child la- 
bor the NRA must consider that 
restriction against youthful per- 
formers will force operators to ob- 
tain future talent from abroad. 

Blame for much of the industry’s 
economic trouble was placed on 
operators by E. L. Fries, NRA in- 
dustry advisor, who warned that 
the code is a golden opportunity to 
clean house and chance should not 
slip past. Fries attributed much of 
the economic problem to. unfair 





trade methods. 
Rapid decline in number of rail- 
drop in 


road shows and_ serious 
business was explained by Kelly, 
who declared the remaining cir- 


cuses have suffered more severely 
than any other industry during re- 
cent years. Taxes, higher cost of 
operating and decreased business 
represent a serious problem, Kelly 
emphasized, and too great an in- 
crease in payrolls under NRA will 
be the final straw. 

Question of NRA jurisdiction over 
circuses was raised early in discus- 
sions when Kelly and associates de- 
bated question of whether business 
is an ‘industry.’ Kelly declared 
circuses do not manufacture or sell 
commodities, do not engage in in- | 
terstate commerce, are not a neces- 
and probably could fight 


sity, 
being brought under Blue 


against 
Eagle. 
Kelly Explains 

Failure of code to embody trade 
practice provisions was defended 
by Kelly, who explained that con- 
tinuous movement, emergency Con- | 
unusual character of | 
makes it difficult to] 
competition ' 


restrictions. | 


agree on 
These factors also complicate ef- | 


forts to work out fixed limitations 


on hours of labor, he said 
Majority of circuses pay wags 
higher than scales proposed in the 
Kelly declared, but 
spread is necessary because of | 
smaller units and general depressed | 
conditions. Problem of family acts 
was outlined and special considera- | 


rid 
code, Wide 


tion was asked. 
Discussing labor clauses, Kelly 





|} Main, but 


After the Evaders 


Lynchburg, Jan. 22. 
officials 


— 


in Lynchburg an: 


\¢ 


| Roanoke are joining in protests to 


the state legislature against carni- 
leasing fair 
operating under the guise of agri- 
cultural fairs. 

Last year, Mighty Sheesley Shows 
leased Lynchburg, Roanoke and 
Petersburg fair grounds and con- 
ducted what purported to be pub- 
lic fairs, thus escaping the heavy 
tax on private carnivals. Legiti- 
mate fairs do not have to pay city 
and state taxes. 

Matter was put to a court test 
during the ‘fair’ in Roanoke, but 
Sheesley won out. Now the cities 
are trying to get a new law. 


CARNIES DESERTING 
MIDWEST FOR SOUTH 


Chicago, Jan. 22. 


grounds and 





Carnivals are sidestepping the 
northwest territory, the Dakotas, 
Minnesota, Iowa and adjoining ter- 
ritory. This trend away from that 
part of the country follows the same 
exodus on the part of the vaude 
shows and ~nits which are sticking 
out of Iowa because of little hope 
of box office biz. 

Carnies are heading in the spring 
primarily for the central and south- 
ern zones, particularly into the cot- 
ton country which has been on the 
upbeat for the past few months, and 
much expected this spring and fall. 





Park Hearings Resume 
Feb. 14 in Washington 


Washington, Jan. 22. 





Public discussion of the NRA 
code for amusement parks, pools 
and beaches—interrupted abruptly 


a month ago by factional bickering 
and lack of information—will be re- 
sumed Feb. 14. 

Practically new proposals are 
slated to be taken up at the recon- 
vened session, which is slated for 
United States Chamber of Com- 
merce building. 





FAIRS MEET 
Easton, Pa., Jan. 22. 

Twenty-second annual conven- 
tion of Pennsylvania State Associ- 
ation of County Fairs and annual 
meeting of Central Fair Circuit 
will open in Americus Hotel, Allen- 
town Wednesday (24). 





Palmetto to Palms 
Charlotte, N. C., Jan. 22. 
Thomas Parker, with the Marks 
Shows, who has made his home 
near here at Burlington since the 
show closed this fall, has gone to 
Tama, Fla., to join the Royal Palm 
Shows, just opening there. 
He joins his uncle, Capt. 30b 
Williams, who has an animal show 
with the Royal Palm. 





Gate-Bets Worry 
Lincoln, Jan. 22. 
About 150 county and state fair 
men attended the annual conven- 
tion in the Hotel Cornhusker here 
(15-17). Free gates and the revival 
of pari-mutuel at race tracks were 
the storm centers of the convention. 
Booking agencies represented were 
much slimmer than usual. 


New Fair Head 


Ottawa, Jan. 22. 





man, was elected president of the 
Central Canada Exhibition associa- 
tion which sponsors the Ottawa 
fair. 
loss of $2,000. 
to blame. 


Rainy weather held 





defended the hold-back and bonus 
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separate 
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Mutual Disrespect of Carnival 
Managers - Performers Revealed 


As NRA Digs Into Outdoor Biz 





Washington, Jan. 22. 


Satisfactory progress toward 


clearing up mooted provisions of 
carnival code was reported Satur- 
day (20) by industry leaders and 
NRA and final revision is expected 
to follow closely upon finish of ne- 
gotiations over circus pact. 

Concessions to actors were won 
|from employers in closed confer- 
fences, while NRA obtained agree- 
ment to boost general wage scales 
ena limit hours of work as well as 
employment of minors, 

Abolition of hold-back 
Was agreed to by operators and ac- 
tors abandoned campaign for pro- 
vision requiring employers to post 
bond insuring payment of wages. 

Minimum wage scale has been 
jacked up to $15, including credit 
for transportation, with employers 
entitled to deductions of $4.50 for 
food and lodging. Work week will 
be limited to 48 hours, without 
overtime provision, but extra hours 
will be permitted in case of emer- 
gencies. Tentative agreement was 
reached to pay performers $20 a 
week, but problem of family acts 
still is under consideration. 

Child labor provision was _ re- 
phrased to outlaw employment of 
children under 18, except as per- 
formers. Joker permitting hiring 
of youthful workers for jobs out- 
side ‘common labor’ category was 
eliminated and employers agreed to 
boost the age limit from original 
16-year proposal. 

Increase in code authority mem- 
bership to five industry represen- 
tatives was agreed to and definition 
was rephrased to cover all attrac- 
tions with carnivals. Code applies 
to concessions as well as to carni- 
val operators, 

Further conferences will be con- 
ducted to dovetail circus and car- 
nival pacts. 

Proposed wage scales and defini- 
tions came in for most attention and 
Deputy Administrator William P. 
Farnsworth wrestled with the prob- 
lem of reconciling the industry’s 
plight with government's desires. 
Musicians and performers ob- 
jected strenuously to the low scales 
embodied in the pact. 

Fight against labor provisions 
was conducted by Joe N. Weber, 
president of the Musicians’ Federa- 
tion, and Al LaRuc spokesmen of 
A.B.A., both of whom condemned 
the proposed $10 minimum with 
$4.50 deduction for board and lodg- 
ing. 

Calling for a rigidly-limited 48- 
hour week and overtime pay, LaRue 
demanded a $15 minimum wage, I-v- 
ing conditions that are living con- 
ditions, sanitary traveling accom- 
modations, and mutual respect of 
pay-or-play contracts. Afraid that 
chiselling employers will charge 
performers for transportation, 
LaRue demanded that the $4.50 
credit for food and lodging also 
cover transportation and baggage. 

ABA spokesman provoked a hot 
discussion of the responsibility of 
performers and employers when he 
ealled for abolition of the hold- 
back system and insisted operators 
| be required to post bond to insure 
| payment of wages. Under the hold- 
back, LaRue charged, actors have 
to pay interest when they borrow 
against their withheld salaries. 

Defending the practice, William 
Newton, Jr. Ada, Okla., operator 
|and pre sident of Outdoor Show- 
men’s Association, found the idea 
of posting bond agreeable but 
wanted performers to 
their acts will be as represented 
and slammed talent for jumping 


shows 





system 





guarantee 


Foul Conditions 


| LaRue became highly incensed in 








discussing the food and lodging 
credit provision and charged cer- 
tain carnival owners with dishing 
| out food that absolutely isn’t fit or 
la dog, described foul-smelling rail- 
wi ‘ pmen protested a inst 

leepir nder tT k, i] n 








Farnsworth advised ‘in an industry 
where they are not organized we've 


| got to jack it up.’ 


Discussion of ways to dovetail 
carnival and circus code brought 
forth varying opinions. Newton de- 
sired to write in the proposed wage 
scale for motorized circuses in or- 
der to cover circus concessions in 
his field, while Jerome P. Harriman, 
advance agent for Downey Brothers, 
eautioned against any provision 
which would make legitimate cir- 
cuses subject to the carnival indus- 
try code authority. 

William Hamilton, secretary of 
the showmen’s association, asked 
that the code cover ‘all attractions 
with a carnival,’ while Max Linde- 
man, carnival operator, suggested 
that code describe circus attractions 
as one-ring circuses. Harriman 
protested that the circus appearing 
on a carnival lot is not a circus in 
the general sense of the word and 
charged that use of the term is de- 
ceiving to the public. 


Hurtig-Seamon Comeback 
Try in Bridgeport, 
Where Wilner Missed 


Bridgeport, Jan. 22, 


Joe Hurtig’s taking on his own 
shoulders the job of bringing bur- 
lesk back to Bridgeport—the third 
try since last fall. With reopening 
set for February 5, the Park, va- 
cated Dec. 30 by Max Wilner, will 
be operated by Hurtig & Seamon 
on a semi-stock co-op basis at 75c¢c 
top. When Wilner moved out the 
b. 0. was scaled up to $1.10. 

Dan Davenport, Hurtig’s nephew, 
will assist in running the house. 


STRIPPERS HIT SACRED 
PIC PLAYERS’ BAILIWICK 


Hollywood, Jan. 22. 

For the first 
history of Hollywood, burlesque in- 
the sacred precincts of the 
city Jan, 27 when the Hollywood 
Music Box, which has had a hectic 
dramatic career from its opening 
eight years ago, becomes a strip and 
strut house. Sam Goldberg, who 
operated the Majestic on Broadway 
and the honky-tonk Grand on Main 
street, has leased the house from 
Clair Brunson, 

Originally, the Music Box was ine 
tended as a class house and was 
financed by a group of pic names, 
It finally became a cut rate and ser- 
vice pass house, catering to co-op- 
erative productions. Paul Trebitsch, 
last tenant, closed his co-operative 
‘Nice Girl’ Saturday (21). 


time in theatrical 


vades 





Gayety, K. C., Reopens 

Kansas City, Jan. 20. 
home of the Colum- 
shows, will reopen 
Jan. 27 after a year of darkness. 
Sam Reider, who managed the 
house several years ago, will be in 
charge. 
New 


Gayety, old 
bia Burlesque 


includ: a com- 
pany of fifty, with the principals 
changing weekly. A local chorus 
will be used. Principals announced 
for the opening are Paul Workman, 
‘Boob’ Blake, Reed 
Mapes, Lou Mason, Roby Lang, 
Lottoe Lee and Wallie Brennan, 
Vess Ossman will be director of 
orchestra, House has been redec- 


orated, 


policy will 


SEATTLE BURLESK OKAY 








Seattle, Jan. 22 

Present Burlesque company at 
state (John Danz) now 11th 
week, with takings good nd im- 
proving. Leads in this stock bur- 
l include; Tubby Lavelle and 
Charley Fritcher, comics, Gardner 
Lang, producer, Fern Bain Sally 

| O'Sullivan and Peggy M fan 
| dancer, 

Miss O'Sullivan handles chorus 
of 12 line gals locally re lited. 
Saturdavs there are four vaude 
act addin to the pix-burle value, 


I) of ! iY boost in 

4 ‘ ‘ RA 1 ted 

when Fart rtl declared expe- 

rience has hown general tendency 
|} for minimum seals become max- 
imum. I it in dus- 
trie where worke! ire organized | 
conditions are different because col- 
Jlective bargaining is practiced, 


all at pop prices of 10 to 25 cents. 
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but if it clicks all over as it did here they will possibly be able to consider themselves responsible for the comeback of 
pop-price stage entertainment on a national basis. —Variety, Jan. 9. 


BUT WE KNOW IT NOW | 


AND WE ARE PROUD TO TELL THE WORLD! 


WHAT THE NEWSPAPERS SAY: 


| ***MELODY MAD PARADE’ is cleverly presented and expertly staged for variety effect and BY FAR SUPERIOR TO THE 
MUCH HERALDED ‘VANITIES’ of last week.”’ —Louisville ““Herald-Post,” Jan. 13. Ss 


The members of ‘Melody Mad Parade,’ notably Johnny Perkins, may not be aware of the significance behind the show, | w 














v 





“To be quite frank, Johnny Perkins’ ‘MELODY MAD PARADE’ revue IS A MUCH BETTER ENTERTAINMENT THAN MR. hi 
CARROLL’S ‘VANITIES’ of last week, because, despite the reputation of Mr. Carroll, MR. PERKINS TOPS HIM IN | & mth 
THE MATTER OF DIVERSION.” —Louisville “Courier-Journal,” Jan. 13. 

















AND (MORE IMPORTANT} 


WHAT THE BOOKERS SAY: 


INTERSTATE: 6 WEEKS | Loew: 12 WEEKS || 
PLUS AS MUCH ADDITIONAL TIME AS WE CAN HANDLE 


JOHNNY PERKINS 


THE 12 ARISTOCRATS 


JERRY AND HER BABY GRANDS || - 
TERRELL AND FAWCETT : 


WITH RUTH PETTY---MISS BETTY 
LEW FOREMAN, MUSICAL DIRECTOR W 


Music and Lyrics by JACK STANLEY and BILLY TRACY 


O. L. OZ Presents & 


MELODY MAD PARADE’) 


STAGED BY MACKLIN MEGLEY | = 


MAJESTIC, DALLAS, TEXAS—THIS WEEK (JAN. 19} ||| = 
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